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Worries Start Early for Barns; 
Dearth of Potent Musicals, Plays 


RENTAL POLICY 
TO CURE WASTE 





By JESSE GROSS 


Summer theatre operators are 
already in a sweat over the upcom- 
ing stock season. They have a prod- 
uct problem, an indicated dearth 
of established preperties among 
the new entries thus far available 
for initial stock production this 
year. 

The shortage, in both musicals 
and strzight plays, appears to be 
more extreme in the latter cate- 


gory. The new additions to date, | 


in the catalog of Samuel French, 
Inc., which handles most of the 
play releases, include only two 
shows with solid Broadway reps, 
“Diary of Anne Frank” and “Tun- 
nel of Love.” 

The lineup of new musicals in- 
cludes only three Broadway hits, 
“Bells Are Ringing,” “Li'l Abner” 
and “New Girl in Town.” “Bells,” 
still running in New York, begins 
touring March 10 and is slated to 
play the Coast during the summer. 
Its stock release will probably be 
limited to the east. 

Both “Diary” and “Tunnel” have 
been made into films, the latter al- 
ready being in general release and 
the former skedded to open soon 
on a roadshow basis. Besides those 


(Continued on page 62) 





Nevada’s Pre-Olympics 
Biz So Big Now, What'll 
They Do for an Encore? 


Reno, Feb, 24. 

Hotel and casino operators this 
weekend are getting a dress re- 
hearsal on what to expect of de- 
mands that'll be created-by the 
“Winter Olympic Games in 1960 at 
mearby Squaw Valley at Lake 
Tahoe 


Current staging of the North 
American Ski Championships— 
spread out over a 10-day period— 
indicates facilities here and at 
Lake Tahoe will not be overly ade- 
quate for the 1960 games. 

In the Reno-Tahoe area this 
weekend, despite weather condi- 
tiems far from perfect, motels and 
hotels have the SRO sign out, and 
casinos and clubs report summer- 
type business. 

The Mills Bros. at the Riverside 
drew capacity crowds for three 
shows Saturday night and the Sun- 
day night shows went clean. The 
Mapes and the Holiday, the two 
other major hotels, an the down- 
town casinos were all packed with 
tourists raising Reno’s population 
by an estimated 20,000. 

At Lake Tahoe, some 110 hotels 
at the south end offered facilities 
by reservation only, and the north 
end reported similar conditions, 

Harrah’s Club, at the south end, 
the only club booking shows during 
the winter months, hosted 100 ski 
competiters from 13 foreign coun- 
tries for the Abbe Lane-Xavier 
Cugat show. 


et 


By BOB CHANDLER 
Hollywood, Feb. 24, 


D.C. Probers Won’t Push 
, . 
Talent’s Ties to Mobs Newest change in the changing 
Washington, Feb. 24. (face of Hollywood is removal of 
Senate Rackets Committee has the final barriers of exclusivity at 
no present plans to stage any full- the major studios. With the de- 
|seale airing of alleged gangland cision last week of. Columbia and 
| ties with certain show biz figures the week before of Paramount to 
'it was learned today (Tues.). | open their doors to outside produc- 
| Chief Counsel Robert F. Ken-/| ers—television and theatrical—as 
| nedy told newsmen over the week- | paying tenants, the end of an era 
end the committee had from time | of stubborn wastefulness has ar- 
to time received information that | rived. 
/some well-known film actors and| Under the rentals operation pat- 
others in the entertainment field tern the major studios will be as 
had shady connections. busy as in their prime but should 
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U.S. Showman Would 
Try Pay-Parking in Brit. 
Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

Max Winter, who promotes the 
Auto Shows and many other at- 
tractions here, is en route to Lon- 
don to explore the poientiality of 
parking lots there. 

Londoners don't pay for parking 
now, but with space becoming in- 
|creasingly tight, the time may be 
}tipe for the lots, believes Winter, 
| who in the British metropolis will 
}conduct a series of surveys to 
| learn if motorists would be willing 
to shell out for the convenience. 


$40 Top at the Met 


The Bolshoi Ballet at a $40 top 
comes to the U.S. on its maiden 
tour opening April 16 at the Metro- 
| politan Opera House, N.Y., for 
| three weeks. Then plays two weeks 
|in Los Angeles, a week in Chicago 
(probable) and winding up two 
weeks at Madison Sq. Garden, 
N.Y., at $5 top, before returning 
to Russia. 
| The 200-personnel, 
sored USSR ballet, 
| scenery and props, 
| unprecedented top. 
| of the fares from Russia and back 
| is a big factor in the Sol Hurok- 
| booked deal. 

The Moiseyev Dance Co. played 
the Met at $15 top. They differ 
| from the Bolshoi, being more folk 
t-dancers than ballet. This new im- 
|port will need $100,000 weekly 
| gross to break even. 


‘POPOV, RUSSIAN CIRCUS 
‘CLOWN, AS WALDORF ACT 


Moscow, Feb. 24. 
the star clown of the 





State-spon- 
with own 
compels this 





Popov, 


tion during his last year’s West- 
ern Europe tours and more re- 
cently on the Bob Hope telemission- 
to-Moscow spectacular, makes his 
U.S. debut et the Waldorf-Astoria, 
New York, early in October. 

It would be a first for Popov in 





| His purpose was to point up the enjoy a new latterday financial 
fact that Tommy Leonetti’s past Stability vis-a-vis the intricate 
|involvement was not unique. No} Problems of studio costs and main- 
|reports, although names of a few Will necessarily be viewed as white 
| more vocalists who made the wrong ¢lephants or as real estate for last- 
connections may bob up during the resort liquidation, but as income- 
| |of making motion pictures. 
} Television rentals, or theatrical 
|rentals for that matter, will not 
Vv tors | truly represent so great a vol- 
® | ume as to cover all studio costs. In 
| cea for the problems of the motion 
| picture studios. It must be remem- 
bered that studio costs include be- 
a Carson City, Nev., Feb. 24. | items, the maintenance of a large 
e fabulous salaries being paid |legal staff, a story department, to 
to Las Vegas Strip hotel enter-| name a couple of permanent over- 
if a resolution introduced in the | ( 
'state senate this week is adopted, | Continued os. gage’ =0) 
and. if investigators rule the sala- e 
The resolution was sponsored Hoosier Exhibs 
by Sens. B. Mahlon Brown of 
Clark 
Bot Cry Havoc, Want 
sums of money being 
paid te top-name entertainers 
(Continued on page 20) 
Indianapolis, Feb. 24. 
Indiana theatremen, designating 
their state as a motion picture 
UNDER FED TAX LAWS  roratorium discount on film con- 
Today’s show business author | tract terms for a period of one 
| gets nothing but stepchild treat-| year. An appeal to this effect has 
Dept. This is*the gist of comments | 8Tess of Exhibitors, which has been 
made by specialists in the field at | requested to seek immediate assist- 
a meeting last week at an NBC/|ance from the production-distribu- 
the Federal Bar Assn. of New 
York, New Jersey & Connecticut. 
Harriet Pilpel and Maurice C. 
of Greenbaum, Wolff & Ernst, end 
Richard H. Paul, of Paul, Weiss, 
Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison, 
Each of the trio of legalites dis- 
cussed some possible tax code 
‘considerations which might be put 
they made it clear there’s no gravy 
for them to ride. 
Said Miss Pilpel: “The law cwn- 


| plans are being laid to pursue the |temance. The big lots no longer 
current juke box hearings. | producing adjuncts of the business 
| short, outside rentals are no pana- 

Belt Talent F 

| yond purely creative-production 
tainers will become only a legend | head listings. The majors aren't 
ries as “excessive.” 

Brewn and Echeverria cited ‘he 
a 307, Rentals Cut 
0 
AUTHOR A ‘STEPCHILD’ 

“disaster area,” are seeking a 50% 
ment from the Internal Revenue | been made to the American Con- 
studio, under the sponsorship of | tion companies. 

Greenbaum, members of the firm 

were the speakers. 

to use in behalf of writers. But 
(Continued on page 56) 
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The plight of the Hoosier ex-| several respects; the big-coin (in 
hibitors was outlined in a letter to | dollars), reportedly near the $3,500 
S. H. (Si) Fabian, chairman of the | mark; his Yank debut; and his first- 
Congress of Exhibitors, and to 
members of the executive commit- 
tee of the new exhibitor organiza- 
tion. The letter was signed by 
Richard T. Lochry, president of 
Allied Theatre Owners of Indiana. 

Lochry noted that while figures 
nationally show a slight boxoffice 
increase in 1958 over 1954, the In- 
diana boxoffice, both for indoor 
and drive-in theatres, is one-third 
less in 1958 than in 1954. More- 

(Continued on page 20). 


ground is strictly circus and mu- 
sichall. Sol Hurok agented the deal 
as part of the U.S.-Soviet “cultural 
exchange” program. 

(Popov was to have come to the 
U.S. next fall with the Moscow 
Circus at Madison Sq. Garden, but 
American Guild o! Variety Artists’ 
complaints will probably kayo that 
idea. The sundry unions 
have had no complaints where indi- 
vidual artists are coacerned.—Ed). 





Frenchy Nudity Vitaminizes Vegas; 
Low-Pricers May Cue Fla., Others 


+ 
? 


The nudity kick, chiefly with a 


|French flavor,. which has proved 
|part-answer in Las Vegas’ defi to 


Amortization | 


MoscOw circus»who came to atten- | 


time as a nitery turn. His back-| 





the dwindling number of top 
names, may spread to Miami 
Beach next year, and elsewhere. 
Starting with the Lido de Paris 
revue at the Stardust, now in its 
second sixmonth stretch, in itself 
a new mark for any holdover at- 
traction in Las Vegas, Beldon 
Katleman seems to be repeating 
with the recently booked La Nou- 
velle Eve revue at his El Rancho 
Vegas. This is alco a Paris import, 
brought over intact from the 
Montmartre spot which Rene Bar- 
dy long operated as a tourist trap 
both for the strangers and the 
French provincials who come to 
“the hill” for their nocturnal - 
kicks. : 
Harold Minsky’s marathon 
click at the Dunes is another 
Vegas testimonial to the epidermis 
appeal. The Riviera is talking of 
changing its foreign flavor by im- 
porting the intact show from the 
Blanquita Theatre, Havana, forced 
to close with the Batista debacle. 
French boniface Bardy is flirting 
the Florida spots for his Nouvelle 
Eve show, forced out April 8 from 


(Con‘inued on page 63) 


Can Steverino (Sans 
Steve) Shift to CBS? 
NBC’s Allen Says Nix 


Steverino, the dog who made 
good in tv as the Steve Allen Sun- 
day night mascot and whose pro- 
motional-exploitation value Grey- 
hound puts in the millions, finds 
himself in the middle of what 
shapes up as one of tv’s major 
hassles. 

It’s all because Greyhound has 
pulled out of the Allen show on 
NBC-TV and is taking its money 
(and, it hopes, the dog) over to 
CBS. for the series of Jack Benny 
specia's which preem March 18, 
But Allen has notified all three net- 
work executives, along with the 
Grey agency, that Steverino as a 
name belongs to Allen and any 
attempt to utilize the dog’s serv- 
ices, once he’s off the Allen show, 
under the Steverino tag, will bring 
swift and damaging reprisals. 

All of which poses a dilemma 
for the agency and Greyhound. 
Recently he was named “Queen” of 
National Dog Week. He's also “Di- 
rector of the Pet Division” of the 
Easter Seal Drive. His “take” for 
cerebral palsy and other charity 
endeavors has made him one of the 
major assets on the “good cause” 
circuits, the agency maintains, 
quite aside from his Greyhound 
identity. To strip him of the name 
would render him valueless as just 
another member of the canine fam- 
ily, it’s contended. 

But — says he'll fight it 


_ 
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A Surprise to United States Senate, 
Those Silver Coins & Brass Knuckles 





By LEONARD TRAUBE 


The U. S. Senate’s continuing 
quiz of the jukebox kids, with all 
that implies in the hoodlum as- 
pects and the Murder Ine. 
has been long in the coming. Na- 
tional ballyhoo attendant to the 
current deep-probe of the music 
machines is a natural in view of the 
fact that the “Jukes” family con- 
notation associated with the ma- 
chines happens to go far beyond 
the boxes themselves and into a 
multiplicity of facets on the dis- 
tribution level. 

_In some ways, the jukebox at a 
given location is only an entering 
wedge for muscling in on virtually 
everything sold by the candy store, 
the ice cream parlor and the “soft 
drink” cafes; plus what these need 
in the way of goods gall 93 be 


Neither the Dept. of Justice nor 
any panel of the national 
tive bodies, if not state bedies, 
seemed alert to the goings-on upon 
the advent of the jukeboxes. The 
“Wocation” phonographs as an in- 
dustry were ced on a ‘large 
scale upward of a quarter. 
ago, some years after the pinballs 
broke out as a commodity ini the 
national picture. The 
themselves were forerun the 
money machines—the roscoes and 
one-armed bandits that were a go- 
ing business for many years before 
the “tilt” or pinball crowd raised 
their noggins. 

As with the pinbails and some of 
the slot machines, the jukebox 
manufacturing industry was cen- 
tered in Chicago when it sprang 
up in the early 1980s on a big ba- 
sis. There was “smart” money 
sround for investing in them, al- 
though this is not to suggest that 

(Continued on page 20) 


Simplicity Prevails On 
Mike Tedd Gravestone; 
One-Year Rite March 22 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

The late Mike Todd’s grave in 
suburban Forest Park is to get a 

le marker, after all. 

arlier plan, promulgated by a 
brother, David Goldbogen, called 
for a massive replica of an Oscar, 
but the Academy of Motion Pic- 
ture Arts & Sciences protested and 
threatened legal action. Addition- 
ally, Mike Todd Jr. said he was 
against anything but a plain simple 
stone. 

The more conservative marker is 
to be dedicated March 22, first anni 
of Mike Todd's death in a plane 
crash. Goldbogen said his nephew 
would attend the dedication but 
that he’s had no indication that 
the widow, actress Elizabeth Tay- 
lor, will be’ on hand. 

Inscription on the stone will 
carry Todd’s real name (Avrom 
Hirsch Goldbogen) with the pro 
cognomen in parenthesis, plus the 





issued an 
birth and death dates. buried in dedicated groan. 





the 
{ ments. 





TOM PRYOR NEW EDITOR 


~ OF ‘DAILY VARIETY’ | 


Tom Pryor, Coast bureau chief 
of the N.Y. Times, has been named 
editor of Daty Variety succeed- 
ing Joe Schoenfeld who recently 
rejoined the William Morris 
agency. : 

Pryor, a veteran on the Holly- 
wood news front for the past eight 
years, has been with the Times 
since 1929, most of that time in 

film and entertainment depart- 


. Bob Chandler, who was shifted 
a year ago to the Coast from the’ 
Vanrery home office in N.Y., will 
take over the twice-weekly, radio-‘ 
tv- column formerly written by 

ve Kauiman. Latter is — 
ing té join the Annenberg publica- 
tions. Chandiler’s column will con- 
tinue to alternate with veteran 
Coast staffer Jack Hellman. 


Previously ann was the 
tment of iSeott as ad- 
manager of DarLy 


VaRIETY succeeding Charles Ger- 
lach Jr: who is entering the real 
estate business in ‘Albuquerque, 


Ailania Spending, 
Taint Confederate, 
On All Show Biz 


Atlanta, Feb. 24. 
Want to get rich in show biz? 
Move to Atlanta! 
Sunday (15) some 17,000 pa- 
trons paid big moriey to see the- 
atrical events here. A _ capacity 
audience (6,999 tickets sold with 
only 6,200 patrons showing) saw 
Eugene Ormandy conduct Phila- 
delphia Symphony Orch (100) in 
concert at Alexander Memorial 
Coliseum on Georgia Institute of 
(Continued on page 56) 


Korda’s Son in Action 
Vs. Executors of Will 








action by Peter Vincent Korda, 
producer ‘Sir Alexander 
who died in 1956, against 
Haroid 


Boxall amd Vincent Korda, the 
executors of his father’s will. 
Korda asked for administration of 
the testator’s estate by the court 
and for the removal of the exec-: 
uters from office. 

Plaintiff alleged that he hadn't 
received « $28,000 legacy and that 
executors hadn’t buried his 
father’s ashes. On the first day of 
the hearing, Judge Wynn-Parry 

order for the ashes to be 
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ENTERTAINERS’ TRADEMARKS 
Brissen and Hil Suites 


degarde 
At Raddison Hotel 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

New wing of the Raddison Hotel 
here will have a Brisson 
suite, in memory of the Danish- 
American star, and another called 
the Hildegarde suite, both decor- 
ated by Everett Brown of San 
Francisco. Brisson’s trademarked 
top hat, came and gardenia will 
adorn the door of his suite, and 
the Hildegarde rose suite will con- 
tain her trademarked gloves and 
kerchief.. Leroy Neiman of Chi- 
cago is also doing a full-length por- 
trait of her for the inn. 

This is the third Hildegarde suite 
in the country; the Hotel Chase. 
St. Louis, and the Skirven Towers, 
Oklahoma City, are the others. 


Federation Snubs — 
Moscow Film Fest 


The Russians got a taste of 
their own game last year in losing 
out on their bid for recognition of 
a Moscow international film festi- 
val. They're now putting consid- 
erable pressure on the British and 
the French te get the International 
Federation of Film Producer Assns. 
to okay the Moscow festival after 
all. 

The story of that maneuver that 
cost the Soviets the fest runs like 
this: 

At the last Associaiion meet in 
Paris, both Moscow and the Czech 
Karlovy Vary Homer Carlsbad fes- 
tival put in bids for recognition. 
Then several of the western na- 
tions the Russians with 
the proposal: Get the Czechs to 
drop Karlovy Vary, and we'll okay 
Moscow. The Russians went for 
the idea and got the Czechs to back 
dewn. When it came to the final 
voting, however, the decision went 
against a Moscow fest. 

The American attitude at the 
time is described as a “neutral” 
one, pariiy because Eric Johnston 
had just made his Soviet film deal 
and the Yanks didn’t want to be 
accused of handing the Russians all 
the aces, and partly because there 
just isn’t much enthusiasm in N.Y. 
for any new festivals. The Italians 
and the French are now said to be 
“not unfavorably disposed” to 
having a Moscow fest recognized 
at the next powwow of the interna- 
tional producers group, which will 
be held within the framework of 
the Cannes film fest in May. 


Clibarn Eases Bum Digit; 
ls His Career Endangered 
By Excess of Ballyhoo? 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 

An infected finger on his right 
hand caused pianist Van Cliburn 
to switch his program to one which 
would be easier on the digit when 
he played here Wednesday night 
(18) for the American Assn. of 
School Administrators convention. 

After his concert, before 12,000 
seated in the city’s municipal audi- 
torium, he was presented with a 
special award by C. C. Trillingham, 
president of the body, “for the ex- 
ample he has set for the youth of 
the world and particularly those of 
his Own country, and for the dis- 
tinction and honor he reflects upon 
the United States and the public 
schools of the nation.” 

William McMahon, music editor 
of the Atlantic City Press, review- 
ing the concert of the winner of 
the Tchaikovsky piano competition 
sponsored by the Soviets last 
spring, said that it was apparent 
that there is too much cashing in 
on his current popularity without 
regard for his future. 

McMahon said that while Cliburn 
is no Rubinstein or Herowitz he 
has a future, and is his 
own niche in the music werld with 
a dramatie technique and full 
realization of what he is doing. 


‘What's Wrong With Crix?’ 


Role of critics and what's wrong 














phene frem Paris; Crow- 
ther, N.Y. Times’ ie erie from 
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No U.S. ‘Domination’ 


By SIR IAN JACOB 


(Director General BBC) 


London. 

Does America dominate British 
television too? 

The short answer to the ques- 
tion is “No.” But the ties between 
Britain and America are many and 
strong particularly in the televi- 
sion field. Because of the very 
high cost of producing good tele- 
vision programs most countries in 


IVAN ANNENBERG PARD 
IN VEGAS FLAMINGO 


Ivan Annenberg, one of the orig- 
inal New York Daily News man- 
agement team, as v.p. in charge 
of circulation, who has been so- 
journing in Las Vegas, first as prez 
and g.m. of the Las Vegas Sun, is 
flow a fullfledged partner in the 
Flamingo Hotel. He just joimed 
the Albert Parvin-controtied Striv 
casino-hostelry, having bought in 
on the plushery. 

Annenberg came to Nevada about 
a year ago, first joining the Sun 
(Hank Greenspun’s sheet) but will 
mow concentrate on tis Flamingo 
investment, of which Parvin is 

i t. 








European Yawns 


Curtail Yankee 
Musical Films 


By WHITNEY WILLIAMS 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Disfavor of foreign audiences 
with American musicals has cued 
Hollywood producers to all but 
erase such product from their up- 
coming schedules: Only seven 
straight musicals are slated for pro- 
duction this year, exclusive of any 
pix which might be composers’ bio- 
pix and films backgrounded in the 
music world. 

It’s a well-known fact that musi- 
cals, even the best, have not fared 
well abroad, and with overseas biz 


(Continued on page 56) 


Chi Femme ‘Packages’ 
Maharaja’s Tiger Hunts 
Tokyo, Feb. 24. 
A new wrinkle in the booking 
biz has been introduced by Mary 
Hurn. She is booker of tiger hunts 
for the Maharaja of Cooch Behar. 
Working out of her Chi office, Miss 
Hurn reps His Highness by lining 
up parties for his annual tiger 
hunt, the “highlight of a global 
package tour which takes in stops 
at Honolulu, Tokyo, Hong Kong and 
Bangkok, returning via Istanbul, 
Athens, Rome and Paris. 
Currently en route to Calcutta 
where she will meet a group of six, 
(Continued on page 56) 





the Western world, perhaps even 
America itself, are in varying de- 
grees dependent on television ma- 
terial made for the international 
market. Up to the present most of 
the international material has been 
made in America or elsewhere 
with American financial backing. 
Britain has bought in the interna- 
tional market for many years past, 
but she is now steadily moving in 
as a producer and supplier of ma- 
terial for the world. 

The population of America is 
three times that of Britain. Hence 
the American market is much 
larger. America can recover the 
cost of production of television 
films from its home market. Brit- 
ain with its smaller home market 
cannot. Therefore the British usu- 
ally need American partners for 
their production. American pro- 
ducers, however, can do without 
British partners. 

Though Britain has a great deal 
of native talent, British viewers 
enjoy the best of the American 
talent too. Perry Como, Sid Cae- 
sar, Jack Benny, Bob Hope, Phil 
Silvers are just a few of America’s 
leading artists who appear . fre- 
quently in BBC Television. The 
full list is a much longer one than 
this. It is a matter of regret to us 
that American television does not 
use more of our talent, much of 
whieh is of a very high order in- 
deed. 

America and Britain have a 
common language. They are both 
members of that large family usu- 
ally called Western Civilization. 
They share the same basic culture 
and it is inevitable and right that 
in television they should have a 
very close community of interest 
and a constant exchange of ail 
that is best in both countries. 
While America does not dominate 
British television, it is a very im- 
portant source for Britain. It is 
my belief that Britain will become 
an increasingly important source 
for America in the years te come. 


e ? = 
Add: Don’t Invite to Same 
Party: Sammy Davis Jr. 
And ‘Lucasta’ Kiti 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Eartha Kitt and Sammy Davis 
Jr., stars of “Anna Lucasta,” fol- 
lowed each other as headliners at 
the Latin Casino. On the day of 
her departure from the night club, 
Miss Kitt made some disparaging 
remarks about Davis’ contribution 
to the film. 

According to Jerry Gaghan, 
Philadelphia Daily News colum- 
nist, the actress-singer was unwill- 
ing to speak about the picture at 
first “answering in monosylla- 
bles.” Under questioning, how- 
Pever, she said Davis has the part 
of the sailor, a minor role in the 
original play, which has been ex- 
panded out of proportion to capi- 

(Continued on page 62) 
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his office on West 43d St: and 
Darryl F. Zanuck from the Coast. 
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Mizsmic Aniline 
Seen Clearing 


Muddled affairs of General Ani- 


line & Film Corp. appear clearing |. 


up. New twist is that I, G. Farben, 
German outfit which claimed own- 
ership of the Government-seized 
property, has bowed out of the 
picture. Aniline was taken over in 
1944 by the U. S. Attorney General 
as alien property. Farben disputed 
this in the courts but, following an 
adverse verdict, decided this week 
not to appeal. 

Interhandel, the Swiss holding 
company which also has claimed 
ownership, is now about to settle 
for 35% of the proceeds of sale of 
the company, according to Wall 
Street informants. This is said to 
be agreeable to the seller, namely 
the U. S. Government. 

Paramount looms large as one of 
the buyers of Aniline, the Ameri- 
can film corporation being espe- 
cially interested in taking over the 
Ansco photographic division. 


Film Execs See No Proof 
Of Any Stock Purchases 
By TOA, Per Kerasotes 


Statement made publicly by 
George Kerasotes, president of 
Theatre Owners of America. that 
the exhibitor organization is buy- 
ing shares of stock in major film 
corporations has several execs at 
the homeoffices slightly puzzled. 

They said this week they have 
no knowledge of any unusual stock- 
buying activity. Further they 
could trace no sales to exhib in- 
terests. However, the point was 
made that individual theatremen 
might have purchased a limited 
number of shares—possibly as few 
as 10—and this could be behind 
the Kerasotes announcement. 

Said one v.p. in the east: “Ex- 
hibitors for years have been talking 
about buying film company stock 
on some sort of large basis. But 
they never did it before and I don’t 
see them doing it now.” 

This same exec keeps a close 
watch on his company’s stock trad- 
ing. He stated he saw no recog- 
nizable exhib name among the re- 
cent buyers. 


NEW ANTI-RACE BIAS 
LAW UP FOR MAINE 


Augusta, Me., Feb. 24. 

Racial discrimination at public 
business places in Maine, including 
theatres, would be banned under a 
bil f't«d in the House of Represen- 
tatives nere by Rep. William Earles 
of South Portland 

Violators of the proposed law 
would be given a fine up to $100 
or 30 days in jail, or both, for a 
first offense, and a fine wp'to’$500 
or 30 days in jail, or both for any 
subsequent offense. 

A measure previously filed with 
the Maine lawmakers would bar 
discrimination in. employment for 
much the same reasons. 











UP JERRY BLACKWELL 


New Satin Lapels Fer Tux as 
Classed-Up Mer. of State, N.Y. 





Jerry E. Blackwell, for the past 
three years assistant manager of 
the Capitol Theatre, N. Y., has 
been named manager of Loew’s 
State on Broadway. The State, now 
being refurbished. is scheduled for 
reopening in mid-March. 

Blackwell, 27, is the youngest 
manager ever to be put at the helm 
of a Loew’s circuit flagship the- 
atre. James Bruno continues as 
managing director of both the 
State and the Capitol Theatres, 
Loew's two Broadway showcases. 


U’s Golitzin to Disney 

George Goiitzin has joined the 
Walt Disney Studio as associate 
producer on the “Walt Disney 
Presents” teleseries. 


He recently left Universal where | in 


he had been production manager 
for 13 years. 


——~ a ne 


‘Overseas Showmen Doing Their Part, 
But U.S. Sales Ways Old Hat—Graetz 





Fast-Rise Cooper 

Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Jack Cooper, who joined 
Paramount studio praisery last 
month as trade contact, has 
been upped to assistant studio 
publicity manager by Herb 

* Steinberg, studio pub chief. 
He'll take over administra- 
tive duties in stepped up pro- 
gram now being instituted hy 

Steinberg. 


Bronx Studio In 
30 Months Rolled 
$1114-Mil In Pix 


Efforts to make. New York (City 
an important prooduction centre 
are bearing some fruit. In the past 
two and ha‘f years, for example, 
the Gold Medal Studios in the 
Bronx, formerly the Biograph lot, 
accounted for a total of $11,575,000 
in production expenditure. Accord- 
ing to Martin Poll, Gold Medal 
prexy, there hasn’t beén this much 
production in Gotham since the 
original Biograph Studios was in 
its heyday 40 years ago. 

Approximately $8,300,000 of the 
production volume at Gold Medal 
since July, 1956, when the studio 
was reopened, was accounted for 
by 10 feature productions for the- 
atrical release — three each by 
Paramount and Columbia, and one 
each by United Artists, Universal, 
Warner Bros. and Allied Artists. 
Paddy Chayefsky’s “Middle of the 
Night,” starring Kim Novak and 
Fredric March, for Columbia re- 
lease, recently employed Gold 
Medal’s facilities and ““Odds Against 
Tomorrow,” Harry Belafonte-Shelly 
Winters-Robert Ryan starrer for 
UA, moves in shortly. Other fea- 
tures made at the studio include 
Elia Kazan’s “A Face in the 
Crowd,” Chayefsky’s “The God- 
dess,” Paramount’s “That Kind of 
Woman,” Universal’s “Never Steal 
Anything Small,” and Harold Rob- 
bins’ “Never Love A Stranger.” 

Telepix accounted for $2,975,000 
in production expeditures and in- 
volved such series as “New York 
Confidential” and Deadline.” Eight 
pilot films for prospective series 





contributed $475,000. TV com- | 


mercials and industrial films ac-| 
counted for $300,000 in production 
totals. 

According to Poll, Gold Medal 
has-been operating at 100% of| 
capacity since Jan. 1, 1958, and is) 
currently booked through ane 
with “Odds Against Tomorrow,” 
starting Feb. 23, and the “Dead- 
line” tv series. 

An outgrowth of shooting at Gold 
Medal is a dual arrangement | 
whereby productions build their 
sets and shoot their initial scenes 
at Gold Medal, while simultaneous- 
ly building at the Fox Movietone 
stage in Manhattan to which they 
can move over without interrup- 


‘| ticn while Gold Medal is freed for 


new construction. 


Metro Joins ANICA; 
Indicates Long Aloof 
Company 


Metro’s decision to join ANICA, 
the Italian producer-distributor 
organization, is seen—in both Mew 
York and Europe—as an indication 
of the new flexibility in fhe Metro 
setup. Till now, the company has 
been a determined non-joiner. 

Considerable pressure to become 
a part of ANICA has been brought 
to bear on Metro for some years. 
It is the only American holdout. 
While its joining the fold is bound 
to improve the U.S. voting postion 

the distributor section of 
ANICA following the dropout of 
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More ‘Flexible’ 


Paris. Feb. 24. 


American major film companies 
should reevaluate their thinking 
regarding foreign films and set up 
special departments to handle 
these pictures in the States, French 
producer Paul Graetz opined last 
week. 

Pointing to the increasing num- 
ber of “international” films being 
made in Europe, and specially in 
France, Graetz said too many of 
the U. S. distributors still clung to 
the notion that imports were too 
difficult to sell. 

“If ever there was a time for ex- 
perimentation and a new testing of 
the market, this is it,” he com- 
mented. “European producers to- 
day are beginning to know what 
America wants, It’s taken us a long 
time, but we are learning.” Graetz 
pointed to his own “Faibles 
Femmes,” current in Paris and a 
big grosser, as the type of film 
which was thoroughly French and 
yet of the international character 
and appeal that should spell mass 
sales in the States. 

“As we make the kind of films 

which Americans have always 

told us we should make, and 
which American exhibitors are 
continually urging us to pro- 
duce, we must be assured of 
the kind of release that will 
reach the broad public,” Graetz 

“Only the majors can 
really give that to us.” 

The producer, who has such 
classics as “Devil in the Flesh” and 
“God Needs Men” to his credit, 
said he was aware of the limitation 
of the big companies when it came 
to the “art” films. “I know we can 
get lost with them,” he noted, “but 
we are now making two types of 
pictures. One is the film that fits 
into the art theatre circuit, and I 
would not really advocate a major 
distributor for that. The other is 
an international product with the 
flavor of France. I wouldn’t be 
ashamed to show ‘Faibles Femmes’ 
to any audience anywhere. It’s 
sexy, but it’s not a shocker. Dubbed 
inte English, pictures like this can 
~ a boon to any major’s release 
ist.” 

Graetz said he felt all the majors 
should follow the example of Co- 
lumbia and United Artists in set- 
ting up special units for the han- 
dling of imports. “What keeps the 
companies from doing this is sim- 
ply the theory that foreign films 
are difficult to sell,” he commented. 
“They don’t quite realize yet how 
much times have changed, both in 
terms of the kind of films we now 
make and the receptivity American 
| audiences have developed. When a 
| comedy like ‘Faibles Femmes’ can 

there’s abso- 





| delight Frenchmen, 
lutely no reason why that same 
film, carefully prepared, shouldn't 
do the same thing for Americans.” 


Bold Themes Slow: 
Comedy Films Back 


Comedy, that lately almost lest 
Hollywood art, appears to be mak- 
ing somewhat of a comeback. 
| Check of recent and upcoming re- 

lease schedules reveals the pres- 
ence of more laugh films than 
have been available in recent 
years. 

Comedy was woefully neglected 
during the industry’s period of self- 
appraisal. In its effort to combat 
| television and the inertia induced 
by the box in the living room, the 
film-makers concentrated on off- 
beat subjects designed to cause 
eontroversy. As a result, subjects, 
heretofore taboo or avoided, began 
finding the way to the screen. 
There were few topics that the in- 
dependent producérs or the major 
film companies couldn’t “lick” as 
they searched the literary market 





as a consequence, has been over- 
whelmed with boldness during re- 





cent years. Arusa and Sieve Barclay,’ with}, 
The revival of laugh entries is slated to tee o May 18 at 
(Continued on page 20) ra Cruz Stadios, Sao Paulo. 
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Love-Seated House 


Brainerd, Minn., Feb. 24. 

Instead of individual seats, 
the Home Circuit’s Paramount 
theatre here blossomed forth 
mostly with six-foot davenports 
and love-type sofa seating 
when it reopened after being 
completely refurbished. Ini- 
tial attraction is 20th’s “Rally 
Around the Flag, Boys.” 

The reopening gives this 
town two houses. 


Investors Newly 
Knowing as To 
Given Films? 


Both Universal and Decca Rec- 
ords hit new highs on the New 
York Stock Exchange last week in 
activity which insiders say reflects 
investors’ knowledge of specific 
pictures. 

The Wall Streeters, it was said, 
are scrutinizing individual produc- 
tions just as the professional re- 
vigwers do and if they like what 
they see they become bullish on 
the film company’s stock. 

Universal] (owned more than 80% 
by Decca) last week reported an 
annual loss of over $2,000,000. De- 
spite this the big board quotation 
climbed. The reason is that the 
downtown money men are im- 
pressed with the boxoffice showing 
so far of “Perfect Furlough” and 
have high hopes for “Imitation of 
Life.” Latter has been shown pri- 
vately—and seen by the fiscal ap- 
praisers. 

This is no isolated example of 
how the stockholders are keeping 
close watch on product and acting 
accordingly. Spirited. trading in 
Loew’s has been influenced by, 
among other factors, expectation 
that the company has a special kind 
of blockbuster in “Ben Hur.” A 
Paramount stock stimulant was 
“Ten Commandments.” Walt Dis- 
ney Productions climbed after the 
Wall Street sleuths onceovered 
“Sleeping Beauty.” 

Brokers themselves are weighing 
credits and production values and 
are seeing the new pictures or have 
their spies out. Their conclusions 
are affecting the ups and downs on 
the big beard. 


Buy-Up of Other Rights 
Guards ‘Requiem’ From 
Like-Charactered Novels 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

As protection for his upcoming 
production of William Faulkner's 
“Requiem for a Nun,” Darryl F. 
Zanuck has purchased Paramount's 
1933 film, “The Story of Temple 
Drake,” and all remake rights of 
Faulkner's “Sanctuary,” upon 
which Par based the Miriam Hop- 
kins starrer. 

Although “Requiem,” to be pro- 
duced by Richard Zanuck, unfolds 
some 10 to 12 years after “Sanctu- 
ary,” it involves many of the same 
characters and recapitulates many 
of the incidents in first book. 

Jack LaRue costarred with Miss 
Hopkins in “Drake,” after George 
Raft had ankled part. 


DUCK UNSETTLED CUBA 
will sm Intrigue’ 














‘Havana In 
razil 





Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
A casualty of the Cuban situa- 
tion, “Havana Intrigue” will now 
be lensed in Brazil instead of the 
island republic, as originally plan- 


place for bold stories. The screen, | ned 


Rex Cariton and Rick Newberry 
are co-producing with Carlos de 


|ECONOMY TEAMS 
BARBER FRILLS 


By FRED HIFT 


20th-Fox has now decided to 
shift sales supervisory control 
in Europe from Paris to New 
York. Involved is abolition of 
all supervisory offices, includ- 
ing the entire European Centi- 
nental setup. Albert Cornfield 
is 20th’s European topper 
whose authority extends also 
to Britain. He'll remain for 
two years, but on special as- 


tinental sales manager Jean 
LeFevre, his assistants—Oscar 
Lax, Tim Wallace and David 
Raphel—and publicity chief 
Giulio Ascarelli. 

20th’s plans emerged with 
the arrival in Paris from Lon- 
don of Murray Silverstone, 
prez of 20th - International, 
He'll be followed in Paris next 
month by prexy Spyres P. 
Skouras. Latter has been in- 
sisting on stringent economy 
moves all over the company. 

20th has been doing the top 
business in Europe. 


Insistent upon economy, tired of 
social frills, New York film dis- 
tributing companies will have trav- 
elling teams from the States doing 
an inspector-genera) act in every 
European sales center and branch 
this spring. The goa! is more work- 
efficiency from fewer payroll-men, 


Outfits notably intent on improv- 
ing their administrative setups on 
the Continent, whether via pruning 
or replacements, include 20th-Fox, 
Warner Bros., Paramount and Uni- 
versal. Immediate investigation is 
to establish whether economies can 
be affected (a) via greater concen- 
tration at the sales end, i.e., fewer 
offices (b) whether the sales job 
can be accomplished with fewer 
paid hands in same number of 
offices and (c) whether the super- 
visory setup in Paris justifies the 
very high costs o‘ten involved in 
maintaining it. 

Doing business in Europe today 
is more expensive than ever and 
the companies are watching one 
another with eagle eyes, balancing 
volume against costs. If one outfit 
does better than another, but with 
a lesser staff, questions are asked 
in New York. However, in Europe 
as in'the U. S., the desire to make 
cuts centres mostly on operations 
and average personnel rather than 
the high exec rung which has re- 
mained untouched over the years 
and, in a good many instances, 
functions quite lethargically. 

Though there's a lot of guess- 
work implicit, the question of 
where the U. S. industry is going 
in Europe remains anything but 
clear. Universal has just sold out 
in Denmark, handing its product 
over to Asa Films. It's said to be 
planning similar moves in other 
smaller territories. Other compa- 
nies refuse to play ball with local 
outfits and would rather merge 
among one another. 

Efficiency or inefficiency of the 
companies often is said to relate 
directly to the degree of control 
from New York, which is very 
strict in some cases and almost 
non-existent in others. Here's how 
one vet observer of the European 
scene, a man with a determinedly 
objective outlook, last week rated 
the various companies’ European 
operations. His views check with 
those of others familiar with the 
Continental setups. 

United Artists: An active, ener- 
getic outfit, still in an expansionist 
mood and still organizing, i.e., con- 
verting from a local distribution 
setup to its own release channel. 
UA’s probably most willing to ad- 
just to whatever conditions it finds, 
but hasn't yet hit its most efficient 
stride. Company is contemptuous 
of the “frills” that some of its com- 
petitors have acquired over the 
years and its exec refiect the dy- 
namic spirit in N. Y. There's every 
strong direction from the home- 

oft « ‘ where Arnold Picker never 

*s anyone a he’s the boss. 
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Loew's Scraps Cumulative Voting; 
Vogel Sees 5e Per Share 2d Qtr: 





Stock Split lated for March 12 





Loew’s Inc., which has had 
cumulative voting for 30 years, 
saw this system of selecting board 
members repealed by an over- 
whelming vote at a specia! meet- 
ing of the stockholders yesterday | 
(Tues.) at Loew's 72d Street Thea- 
tre, N.Y. The propesal, presented 
by management because of dissen- 
siens on the board and numerous 
threats of proxy —_ in reeent 


together there are 5,336,777 shares 
in the company outstanding, 4,- 
061,664 shares being represented 
at the meeting in person or by 
proxy. 

Loew's prexy Joseph R. Vogel 
used the occasion of the meeting 
to tell the shareholders that the 
company expected to have eonseli- 
dated net earnings of about 50c 
per share for this fiscal year’s sec- 
ond quarter which ends March 12. 
This compares with a profit of 34c 
per share for the similar quarter 
a year ago. For the first quarter of 
the current fiscal year, Loew's 
earned 49c per share as compared 
with a loss of 24c per share in 
the same stanza of 1958. 

Vogel also disclosed that the 
management plans to begin the 
distribution of the new stock of 
Loew's Inc. and Loew’s Theatres 
on March 12. distribution of 
half a share of stock in each eom- 
pany for each share of Loew's Inc. 
stock now held will mark the com- 
pletion of the division of the 
present company’s assets into two 
new companies as approved by the 
stockholders and the Federal 


Court. 
Wall St. Activity 

The activity in Loew’s Ine, 
stock in the past week is attrib- 
uted to the impending split. The 
company’s shares were among the 
leaders traded on the N.Y. Stock 
Exchange during the past week 
and the stock hit a new high of 
2314 during the week and closed at 
22% yesterday. 

Although the amendment to the 
company’s bylaws eliminating cu- 
mulative voting was overwhelm- 
ingly approved, the management- 
offered resolution was not adopt- 
ed without considerable opposition 
from individual stockholders. 
There was frequent bickering and 
heated exchanges during the 
tourse of the special meeting. The 

ro-cumulative voting forces were 
ed by Wiima Soss, head of the 
Federation of Women Stockhold- 
ers. Mrs. Soss, attacking the pro- 
posal as anti-democratic, engaged 
in bitter byplay with Vogel and 
stockholders favoring the end of 
cumulative voting. Mrs. Soss de- 
nounced directors of the company 
for favoring the proposal and made 
charges that Nathan Cummings, an 
industrialist who recently acquired 
a substantial interest in Loew’s 
and who has been nominated to 
the board, had sold out his interest 
in the Bon Ami company to Alex- 
ander Guterma, now; being ‘inves- 
tigated by the Securities & Ex- 
ehange Commission. 

Cummings branded the charges 
made by Mrs. Soss as half 
defended the conduct of his busi- 
ness affairs, and indicated that any 
stock transitions he had 
in had been duly and legally re- 
Ported to the SEC. Cummings, who 
Owns 285,000 shares, said he had 
acquired his block of Loew's stock 
with the knowledge that cumula- 
tive voting would be eliminated. 
He added that he has never fav- 
ored this method of selecting di- 
rectors 

Judge Goldstein’s Defense 

Judge Louis Goldstein, repre- 
senting 11,000 shares of the Lester 
Martin Foundation and a frequent 
critic of the Loew’s management, 
came to the defense of the com- 
pany on the question of cumulative 
voting, indicating that the issue 
could not be judged on the basis 
of theory, but must be considered 
in light of the recent experience of 
the company with dissident direc- 
tors. A similar argument was of- 
fered by Emanuel Frisch, a Loew’s 
stockholder and an executive of 
the Randforce circuit. A bitter and 
heated clash took place between 
Judge Goldstein and Mrs. Soss. 

On the basis of the app’ause of 
the 200-odd stockholders present, 
it appeared that they were equally 
(Continued om page 18) 


Carl Helm’s Function 


The late Carl Helm, Hearst 
attorney who died at 70 in 
New York last week, was a 
legal bulwark to the colum- 
nists, particularly on libel. 

Almost every one of the 
New York staffers leaned on 
Helm for the legal niceties 
and, in effect, he was an able 
editor himself because of his 
ability to polish and rephrase 
sensitive phraseology. Natur- 
ally the city editors also 
leaned on him. 

What made Helm “special” 
to the editors staffers 
alike was his realistic aware- 
ness of values and lack of le- 
gal bombast; “he never made 
like a legal eagle” as one 
put it, “and only got tough 
when he was protecting us. 
In short, he wasn’t the kind 
of libel lawyer who played it 
so safe as to emasculate what 
we wanted to say.” 


On Closed-Video 


Huntsville, Ala. Feb. 24. 

A live two-hour television course 
on guided missiles was transmitted 
by closed-circuit Wednesday (18) 
from the Army Ordnance Guided | 
Missile School here to the Penta- | 
gon in Washington in a special | 
demonstration of educational tech- 
niques of the space age. 

The program was viewed in the 
Pentagon by Secretary of the Army 
Wilbur M. Brucker and about 300 
high-ranking officers of the Dept. 
of the Army. Program was the first 
ever transmitted by the Army to} 
the Pentagon and over such a dis- | 
tance—730 miles. Simultaneously, | 
the telecast was seen at the Armor | 
School at Fort Knox, Ky. Latter is. 
part of a regularly scheduled series | 
for senior officers which began last | 
October. The large screen (15x12 | 
{t.) telecasts are transmitted three | 
times per month to the Armor | 
School to make economical use of 
costly equipment, skilled. instruc- 
tors and training aids available at 
the Missile School. 

















Denver Post, Showbill 
Say Theatre-Giveaway 


Projects Still Pending): 


The Denver Post, which recently 
revealed that it was delaying the 
start of its “Movie Parade” project 
because of thé sitness of the na- 
tional advertising market, plans to 


| revive the proposed publieation, a 


giveaway magazine for the exclu- 
sive use of theatres. 

A new presentation will be made 
to Theatre Owners of America at 
the exhibitor organization’s mid- 
winter board meeting in Washing- 
ton early in March, it was disclosed 
by Robert W. Selig, chairman of 
TOA’s committee for the project. 

Selig, presidept of Fox Inter- 
Mountain Amusement Corp. in 


Denver and a TOA veepee, revealed |- 


that the newspaper is ng 
with plans to establish the publica- 
tien which would be devoted en- 
tirely to the promotion of films and 
would be made available at a minor 
cost, to every theatre in the coun- 
try. The “Movie Parade” project 
was initially presented to TOA at 
its annual convention in Miami 
Beach last October but was tabled 
Ly the Post in December. 

Another publication, Showbill, a 
program magazine for films similar 
to the legit Playbill, also seems to 
be making new headway. This 
project was originally set to kick 
off in October but, according to 
its publishers, will be distributed 
“in several weeks” in a selected 
number of art houses in New York. 


SHEDDING BANK LOANS; 
REPUBLIC LOOKS UP 


Republic’s bank indebtedness, 
which amounted to $1,390,029 at 
the close of the company’s 1958 
fiscal year last Oct. 25, is headed 
for liquidation shortly, Herbert J. 
Yates, president, told stockholders 
in his annual message this week. 
Loans a year previous were $2,- 
047,456. 

Rep has been progressing on 
various fronts since it abandoned 
theatrical production and distribu- 
tion. Company is particularly ac- 
tive in television and laboratory 
work. 

The post-1948 backlog has been 
in release to tv since January, 1958, 
through the Hollywood Television 
Service subsidiary and stages and 
facilities on the North Hollywood 
lot are being rented to tv pro- 
ducers. 

On the lab end, a deal with 
Musie Corp. of America calls for 
all Rep printing required in con- 
nection with MCA’s acquisition of 
750 features from Paramount for 
tv and/or theatrical distribution. 








Washington's Birthday holiday is 
booming firstrun business in key | 
cities covered by Vartety this | 
session, with fairly good weather a 
plus factor. Release of a whole | 
batch of new, strong fare naturally | 
is helping swell the total take. 

“Sleeping Beauty” (BV), out for | 
the first time to any great extent, | 
is pushing to No. 1 spot. Pic nat- 
urally was helped greatly by the 
fact that many youngsters were out | 
of school for three days, swelling | 
matinee trade. “Separate Tables” | 
(UA), which was champ last week, | 
is being edged out by a narrow 
margin to finish a strong second. | 
Total money taken in was nearly 
the same for each pix. 

“The Journey” (M-G), also new, 
is winding up third. “Hanging | 
Tree” (WB) is finishing fourth | 
while “Auntie Mame,” from same | 
company, is taking fifth money. It 
has been tops or near No. 1 spot 
since the first of year. 

“South Seas Adventure” (Cine- 
rama) is landing in sixth spot. 
“Some Came Running” (M-G), 
third a week ago, is capturing sev- 
enth position. “Rally Round Flag” 
(20th) will be eighth. “Gigi,” an- 
other from Metro, is taking ninth 
place. 

“Pennypacker” (20th), another 











newie, is managing ‘to finish 10th. 
“South Pacific’ (Magna) is finish- 


|fair in Frisco and N. Y. 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Holiday Booms Trade; ‘Beauty’ No. 1, ‘Tables’ 2d, 
‘Journey’ 3d, ‘Tree’ 4th, ‘Mame’ 5th 


ing 11th while “Bell, Book, Candle” 
(Col) rounds out the Golden Dozen. 
“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) and 
“Windjammer” (NT) are the run- 
ner-up films, 

“Never Steal Anything Small” 
(U), one of new entrants, is rated 
“Black 
Orchid” (Par), socko in N. Y., is 
torrid in Chi and good in Philly. 

“House on Haunted Hill” (AA), 
fair in Buffalo, shapes big in Balto. 
“Up Periscope” (WB), slim in Balto, 
looks lean in Omaha and okay in 
St. Louis. 

“My Uncle” (Cont), big in N. Y. 
and Minneapolis, looms nice in L.A. 
“Last Blitzkrieg” (Col) is fair in 
Omaha. “Inn of Sixth Happiness” 
(20th), okay in Toronto, shapes 
lofty in Philly and Minneapolis. 

“Anna Lucasta” (20th), dull in 
Indianapolis, looks hot in Boston. 
“Night To Remember” (Rank) is 
heading for a torrid take in Wash- 
ington. “I, Mobster” (20th) is rated 


slick in Bosten. 

“10 C’s” (Par) shapes big in 
Louisville on return date. “Rest. 
less Years” (U) is fairish in K.C. 

“Around World in 80 Days” (UA), 
sturdy in L.A., is great on subse- 
quent-run in some six Chi houses. 
“Trap” (Par), good in Seattle, is 
fair in Louisville. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 8-9). 


German Exhibs Hit US. Films on TV 


Wiesbaden, Feb. 24. 


Central Assn. of German Film Theatres (with representatives 
from all the leading theatre chains and all the major theatre own- 


ers in Germany) has just taken a strong stand against American 
films playing on European television screens. 

Group pointed out that) “Sales of pictures produced prior to 
1948 to American television have done irreparable damage to the 
American film industry. Since these sales often also included Eu- 
rope, this must represent a terrible threat te the European film 


industry as well.” 


Now the group continued, “We are getting increasingly alarmed 
because it has recently been discussed in the States to sell pic- 
tures produced after 1948 to television, which would mean that 
American films are unprotected. in the cinemas.” 

Their resolution demands that the American film industry con- - 
cern itself with the European film industry as well in opposing 
sales of recent films to the other medium. 

Association stresses that “there is no discrimination against 
American pictures,” and the theories opposing new films on Eu- 
ropean television also apply to recent German films or those of 
gther nations. But their arguments have been slanted toward U.S. 
pictures because of the danger to the film industry already result- 


ing from sale of older films. 





Enlightened Selfishness’ Ys. Toll 
But Theatremen’s Second Thoughts 
Wonder About Free Enterprise’ Angle 








L. A. to N. ¥. 


Joan Bennett 
Allan Bregman 
Bert Briller 
Martin Davis 
Sam Cook Digges 
Howard Estabrook 
Henry Ginsberg 
Ben Hersh 
Eddie Jackson 
Richard Jaeckel 
Sam Kaiser 

Buz Kulik 
Jerome Lawrence 
Irving P. Lazar 
Paul Lazarus Jr. 
Robert E. Lee 
Sylvia Leigh 
Jerry Levy 
Steve Libby 
Dina Merrill 
Irving Pincus 
Seymour Poe 
Jane Russell 
Abe Schneider 


Ray Stark 
Janet Waldo 
Betty White 
Donald Woods 


U. S. to Europe 


Joss Ackland 
Michael Benthall 
George Brandt 
Margaret Courtenay 
Judi Dench 
David Dodimead 
Jane Downs 

Ken Giniger 
Chester Hale 
Gerald Harper 
Laurence Harvey 
John Humphry 
Barbara Jefford 
Dudley Jones 
Wolfe Kaufman 
Andrew Laird 
Douglas Morris 
John Neville 
Oliver Neville 
Joseph O’Conor 
Roy Parker 
Peter Smith 
Michael Stern 
Maurice Stewart 
Richard Wordsworth 


Europe to U. S. 
James Stewart 
William Wyler 


New York to L. A, 


Al Beckman 
Michael Callan 
Erroll Garner 

Bob Kintner 

Mitch Leigh 

Bob Lewine 

Don Mankiewicz 
Michael McAloney 
Tom Moore 

George Raft 

Tony Randall 

Ted Ritter 

Hubbell Robinson Jr. 
Tom Ryan 

Maurice “Red” Silverstein 
Oliver Treyz 
Norman Twain 


* Now completely united in their 


flat opposition to all forms of pay- 
television, whether over the air or 
by cable, American exhibitors are 
showing some sensitivity over the 
charge that their attitude could 
be construed as “obstructing eco- 
nomic progress.” 

While officially lined up as an 
“aggressive front” in fighting toll- 
vision—Allied States opposition te 
ineluding cable aspects have now 
been ironed out—some theatre- 
men privately concede that the 
ethics of trying to stop pay-as- 
you-see before its inception are 
questionable. 

“Tt’s purely selfish on our part,” 
admitted one. “But then we de 
have a right to protect ourselves. 
And, to our thinking, toll-tv is bad 
—even ruinous for us—whether it 
comes over ihe air or by cable. 

In this the exhibitors are very 
much in tune with the networks, 
which also have argued that pay- 
video shouldn't be permitted to 
get a foot in the door on the theo- 
ry that, if it does, it could destroy 


the present. structure of “free’ 
telecasting. 
Leonard Goldenson, prez of 


American Broadcasting-Paramount 
Theatres, recently opined that, al- 
lowing pay-tv tests would be equiv- 
alent to “start an epidemic to test 
a new vaccine.” There are exhibi- 
tors who, while still frankly scared 
of the possible effects of pay-video, 
aren’t so sure themselves whether 
it’s possible in the long run to 
suppress—or in this case legislate 
out of existence—a new form of 
entertainment. 

The American Congress of Ex- 
hibitors exec committee, meeting 
in N.Y. last week, decided to let 
the Joint Committee on Toll-TV 
carry on the anti-toll fight as it 
has done since 1954. New grass- 
roots campaign will be launched 
with the assistance of ACE chair- 
men in the various areas. 

Horace Adams, Allied topper, 
told C. of F. that Allied no longer 
harbored any reservations in lump- 
ing together cable and over-the- 
air as “common enemies.” In the 
past, Trueman Rembusch, who's on 
the anti-toll committee, had ob 
jected to this. Rub here was that 
some exhibitors still believed im 
theatre television and couldn't 
very well go along with blank op- 
position to all forms of ecloseds 
circuit tv involving payment at the 
receiver end. 

Just how Congress proposes to 
outlaw cable ty isn’t clear. it’s in 
that direction that the toll propa- 
nents have veered for a long time; 
partly because such tra: 
is outside the realm of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
and partly because it permits the 
telecasting of several programs 
simultaneously. Several bills pro- 
posing to make all forms of pay- 
tv illegal have been introduced in 
the Congress. 

Question to what extent cable 
transmission can be regulated {is 
an open one. However, it’s figured 
that, once a cable pay service is 
inaugurated, it could be rated as 
a public utility, with rates regu- 
lated accordingly. This brings up 
the issue of the telephone com- 
pany, which has been notoriously 
opposed to being treated as a pub- 





lic utility, 
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The Neighbors Will Talk 


Minneapolis,.Feb. 24. 


Last week Pres. Eisenhower gibed at labor leaders “lolling” in 
Puerto Rico and Walter Reuther gibed back at Ike’s weakness for 
the quail-grounds and golf links of rich pals in Dixie. 

The same spirit of pointing to luxury as an answer to charges 
of economic oppression broke out along Film Row here concerning 
local exhibitor grievance articulators. 

Bernie Berger again said film distribs were putting theatres 
out of biz with their terms. His statement came between Berger's 
arrival back from a round-the-world cruise and his departure to 
spend the rest of {he winter in Florida. 

Meantime another circuit owner, who sings a sad song to his 
own lute accompaniment, together with his partner-brother, are 
also alternating on the Florida bit and driving new Lincoln Con- 


tinentals. 








For Next Christmas: A | Magoo Feature 


Bosustow Huddling With Columbia In N.Y.— 
$2,000,000 for ‘Magoo’s Arabian Nights’ 





By HY HOLLINGER 
As part of its long-range pro- 


gramming, Columbia has scheduled |- 


“Magoo’s Arabian Nights,” a full- 
length cartoof feature, as its en- 
try in the Christmas sweepstakes 
of 1959. The film, the work of 
UPA Pictures Inc., cbst $2,000,000 
to make, with Col providing the 
complete financing. 

According to Steven Bosustow, 
UPA topper, in N.Y. to discuss re- 
lease plans for the 80-minute film 
with Col officials, the firm repre- 
sents three years of labor by his 
organization. Bosustow maintains 
that animation, “neglected” in re- 
cent years, is a distinct media and 
he hopes that his first full-length 
entry “will prove my point.” He 
contends that animation is not only 
a children’s medium and points 
to the success among adult audi- 
ences of the Magoo animated 
shorts. “With Magoo,” he stated, 
“we havet a pre-sold star.” 

The UPA chieftain says that 
feature cartoons have not been 
made with a degree of regularity 
because of their tremendous cost, 
the length of time they take to 
make, and the necessity for the 
maintenance of a_ well-organized 
company to guarantee completion. 
He notes that his organization 
could not exist solely on a diet of 
theatrical shorts which barely’ re- 
coup their costs in today's market. 
By combining a theatrical shorts 
with a program of television blurbs 
and industrial films, Bosustow de- 
clared, he was able to keep his 
company intact so that it was in a 
position to undertake a feature. 

Blissful Union 

The “happy marriage” of enter- 
tainment and industrial films, the 
UPA prexy said, will enable him 
to continue his shoris program of 
eight to 12 films annually. 

As part of the promotion for 
“Magoo’s Arabian Nights,” UPA’s 
85-man staff will provide a full 
series of television commercials. 
Ia addition, Col is arranging for 
an extensive merchandising cam- 
paign, involving the licensing of 
teys, music and records. More- 
over, UPA has received permission 
for some of its commercial clients 
te.insert plugs for the picture in 
upcoming tv blurbs. 

»If “Magoo’s Arabian Nights” 
preves a success and Col is willing 
to; provide more coin, UPA is pre- 
pared to proceed with a program of 
full-length cartoons. Already in 
the planning stage are a followup 
te the maiden film, to be called 
“Rebin Hood Magoo,” a _ full- 
lengther dealing with the jazz char- 
acter Jelly Roll Morton, and a 
serious biblical subject, “The Story 
of Ruth.” 

However, Bosustow cautions that 
animated full-length films cannot 
be rushed since they take two and 
a half te three years to make. And, 
he adds, “they must.be important 
grossers or they can’t be-made.” 


Ceylon Nixes Brigette 


New Delhi, Feb. 17. 
Ceylonese film audiences von't 
get to see Brigitte Bardot in “And 
God Created Woman.” The Pub- 
lic Performances Board has nixed 
exhibition of the pic on the island. 
Board-members think “Woman” 

is too hot for tropical Ceylon. 











Mexican ‘Tom Thumb’ 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

“Pulgarcito,” Mexican ver- 
sion of “Tom Thumb,” will 
be dubbed in English and an 
American release sought for 
distribution in the U.S. 

Live-action feature was pro- 
duced by Clasa Films Mun- 
diales. ; 


Allied Artists’ $120,000 
Net on 26 Weeks But 





Broidy Foresees Upturn 


Hollywood, Feb, 24. 
Allied Artists had a net profit 


of $120,000 for the 26-week period | 
ending Dec. 27, 1958, off from a/| 
net profit of $172,000 for the same | 


period the previous year, prexy 
Steve Broidy declared here to a 
meeting of the executive committee 
of the board of directors. 

Gross income for the period was 
$7,431,772, Broidy said. off from 
$8,992,150 in the same period in 
1957. ; . 

The executive committee voted a 


quarterly dividend of 13%4c per, 


share on the company’s 514% pre- 
ferred stock payable March 16 to 
stockholders of record March 3. 

Broidy predicted a marked in- 
crease in Allied’s earnings for the 
current 26-week period. 


He noted particularly William | 
Castle - Robb White production, ; 


“House on Haunted Hill”; the John 


H. Burrows-Leonard Ackerman | 


production, “Al Capone,” and Ir- 
win Allen’s “The Big Circus.” 

In the financial report, Broidy 
noted that no provision for federal 
income taxes was made in either 
1958 or 1957 because the previous 
year’s loss could be carried forward 
to offset current profit. 


HIGHER MINIMA 
NN HOLLYWOOD 


The first effort of New York film 
publicists to gain equality with 
their Coast counterparts received 
a sharp rebuff from 20th-Fox. The 
film company stated in essence that 
“there will be no money forthcom- 
ing” as the Screen Publicists Guild 
started negotiations under terms of 
a wage-reopening clause in its con- 
tract with 20th. 

As a result of the 20th’s flat 
turndown, the Guild charged that 
N. Y. senior publicists “are victims 
‘of economic discrimination,” not- 
ing that minimum salaries in Goth- 
am are $70 lower than those paid 
in Hollywood for the same kind of 
work. 

The Guild, an affiliate of District 
65, Retail, Wholesale and Depart- 
raent Store Union, AFL-CIO, is 
seeking the $210 minimum scale 
for senior publicists contained in 
contracts between the film compa- 
nies and the Publicists Assn., an 
AFL-CIO union representing pub- 
licists in ‘the Coast studios. The 
minimum in N. Y. is $140.50. 

The Guild is also demanding a 
20% wage hike for its members 
earning $140.50 or more. These 
publicists, it’s said, have been with- 
out a wage increase since April, 
1956, “during which time the cost- 
of-living alone has risen approxi- 
mately 10%.” 

The same demands made to 20th 
have been placed before Warner 
Bros., where no labor-management 
meeting has been held as yet. Simi- 
| lar reopenings are to follow at Co- 
lumbia, Universal and Metro. 

Seek Reciprocity 








tional Guild, an organization cf 
eastern film and telepix directors, 
is continuing its campaign to gain 
| reciprocity with the Screen Direc- 
{tors Guild on the Coast. 

| The SDIG has opened negotia- 
tions with HarBel Productions, 

Harry Belafonte’s independent 
|}company which will shoot “Odds 
| Against Tomorrow” at the Gold 
Medal Studidés in the Bronx. 

The eastern group wants direc- 
/tor Robert Wise to join the local 
| Guild or, as an alternative, wants 
| the Coast Guild to allow eastern 
directors to work there without the 
| necessity of joining the SDG. 
| Previously, the SDIG threw a 
picket line around Columbia's 
“Middle of the Night” production 
in N.Y. when Delbert Mann re- 
fused to pay the initiation fee and 
join the local Guild. Paul Stewart, 
| directing the telepix series, “Dead- 
line,” in N.Y., complied with the 
Guild’s demands. 
| If Wise refuses to join the SDIG, 
indications are that the outfit will 
picket “Odds,” which United Art- 
‘ists is financing and releasing. 


| 


. ‘WERE ORPHANS’ 





The Screen Directors Interna- | 





Don’t Discount Jacques Flaud; 
Andre Malraux's Approval Seen: 


’ Tough Trader But a Film ‘Pro’ 





Experts on Credit Goof 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Writers Guild of America 
West sheepishly admitted it 
had named the wrong Hungar- 
ian in its recent list of screen- 
play nominees. 

Screenplay of “Tom Thumb,” 
Galaxy Production for Metro 
release, and one of the nom- 
inees, is by Hungarian writer 
Ladislas Fodor, not Hungarian 
writer Laslo Gorog, as previ- 
ously and erroneously an- 
nounced. 


Johnston to Japanese: 
Patience Will Crack U.S. 
Like Scotch Whiskey’ 


Tokyo, Feb. 24. 

Eric Johnston urged a freer in- 
ternational trade structure in mo- 
tion pictures and other products 
and services while here. 

In response to a question at a 
press confab of Japanese and for- 
eign reporters, he said, “Our big- 
gest problems .n doing business 
in Japan are the import restric- 
tions. Regarding films, we have 
none in the United States. The 
most important problem in world 
trade is the removal of restric- 
tions and a freer flow of trade.” 

The Japanese Government im- 
poses a film import quota system, 
restrictions on the number of 
prints per imported picture and a 
22% remittance allowance on film 
earnings. 





Re freer trade flow, Johnston | 


continued, “Steps have been made 
toward that with the European 
Common Market and the conver- 
tibility of currency in Europe. 
The most important thing*in trade 
between Japan and America is a 
freer flow of goods and services 
between people. Many of you peo- 
ple live by export trade. I think 
the prosperity, not only of Japan, 
but of the U.S. and most countries 
of the world depends on the re- 
moval of restrictions and not the 
imposing of more restrictions. 
“Now there are groups in all 
countries, and there certainly are 
some in the United States, that 
like to restrict imports. But now 
with the Reciprocal Trade Agree- 
ment recently enacted by Con- 
gress by a small majority, Presi- 


(Continued on page 13) 





Prudential Funds Back Hazard Reeves; 
Cinerama Entering Fresh-Story Era 


Arrangements have been ecom- 
pited for the Prudential Life In- 
surance Co. to provide $12,000,000 
for an expansion program contem- 
plated by Cinerama Iprc., the 
patent holder, equipment manu- 
facturing and installation firm. 
According to Cinerama Inc. prexy 
Hazard Reeves, additional financ- 
ing will be forthcoming from pri- 
vate sources. Nicolas Reisini, 
head of Robin International Cine- 
rama, which has the exhibition 
rights to the medium in a number 
of foreign countries, is believed to 


have put up an_ additional 
The new coin will enable Cine- 


rama Inc. to step out completely 
on its own with a program that will 
include the production and exhibi- 
tion of Cinerama films. Stanley 
Warner has held a five-year license 
to produce and exhibit the three- 
strip films. 

It’s expected that a portion of 
the new financing will be employed 
to elimate Stanley Warn-r com- 
pletely from the Cinerama opera- 
tion. The theatre chain’s exclu- 
sivity has already expired and the 
hold SW had on Cinerama Inc., 





| via the retention of a majority of 
| the stock in the latter company, 
has ended by the exchange or sale 
| of Cinerama Inc.’s shares. 

| As part of its solo effort, Reeves- 
controlled company will probably 
buy out Stanley interest in all the 
Cinerama films produced to date 
and will take over the leases of the 
Cinerama theatres in the U. S. and 
aboard. All other controls held by 
the theatre chain will also be 
eliminated. 

‘Eighth Day’ 

The coin hypo will also enable 
Cinerama Inc. to proceed with the 
production of “The Eighth Day,” a 
film dealing with the peaceful uses 
of atomic energy. Considerable 
research and preparation involving 
substantial coin has already been 
poured into this project which is 
being supe by Grant Leen- 
houts. In addition, the company 
plans to launch a program of 
“storytelling” films, with -the aim 
being to make at least two films a 
year. Reeves envisions a circuit 
of 50 to 75 Cinerama theatres 
throughout the world. 








ported that Maurice Evans has 
been retained to develop a project. 
In addition, Reeves is negotiating 
with producer Harry Joe Brown to 
supervise other cinerama films. 
The Cinerama Inc. topper has 
long felt that Stanley Warner had 
failed to realize the full potential 
of the Cinerama medium, During 
the period of SW’s control, Reeves 
frequently battled with SW of- 
ficials on policy matters and was 


involved in severat arbitration pro-| 


ceedings with the theatre chain. 

The new windfal! will also help 
Cinerama Inc. proceed with its re- 
search program. It has been work- 
ing for some time on a single lens 
camera, but reportedly required 
considerable more coin to com- 
plete the development. 

Kidder Peabody Role 

The Prudential loan was ar- 
ranged through the Wall Street 
firm of Kidder, Peabody & Co. The 
same firm was involved in the pur- 
chase of some 300,000 shares of 
Cinerama Inc. from Stanley at a 
price of $2.50 per share. Previ- 
ously, the theatre chain had of- 


In line with the proposed pro-| fered holders of shares of Cine- 
gram to make “story” films, it’s re- 


(Con.inued on page 63) 


+ Jacques Flaud, for the past six 


years director of France's Centre 
National de la Cinematografie, is 
| continuing in that post, at least 
in the foreseeable future. 

American film company men 
familiar with the French setup see 
Flaud, at one time rumored to be 
quittaing, now in the saddle as 
strong as ever, if not more 30. He 
recently had a long conterence 
with Andre Malraux, the new Min- 
ister of Culture under whose aegis 
the centre now falis. 

Malraux is understood to have 

told Flaud that he doesn’t intend 
to make any changes, is impressed 
with his grasp of industry needs 
and affairs, and certainly won't 
abolish or drasticaliy revamp the 
Centre setup until he’s had )a 
chance to thoroughly study it. 
i That certain changes are coming 
is granted. The current film aid 
system is in the process of being 
| changed, with direct aid slowly be- 
ing replaced with a system of cred- 
it. Within a few months, a new 
method of government aid to pro- 
duciion will evolve, the emphasis 
to be on support of quality films. 

Flaud, alone with ton officials 
Jacques Jaujard and Alain Bru- 








gere, also is s.udying the question 
of a new ‘or for the entire 
French film ‘p. This now seems 


to rule out te possibility of Mi- 
chel Plouvier getting the job as 
industry anticipated. In any case, 
Flaud’s strength and staying pow- 
er is again apparent from the cur- 
rent lineup at the top government- 
al level. In addition to his chores 
at the Centre, Flaud currently also 
is pitching in part time at the 
Ministry of Justice. 

The American reaction to the 
continuance of Flaud and the Cen- 
tre (which at one time was ru- 
mored te be going out of business) 
is positive. While the U.S. compa- 
nies consider Flaud a tough trader, 
they also are frank in admitting 
that he’s devoted to the cause of 
the cinema and the French indus- 
try (in other words, a pro) and 
that his grasp of the problems in- 
volved is more thorough and in- 
telligent than that of anyone like- 
ly to succeed him. Within the 
French industry itself, Flaud en- 
joys the reputation of a man who 
has done a great deal to further 
the cause of the business, particu- 
larly with respect to its standing 
abroad. 

Story is that the meeting be- 
tween ‘Malraux and Flaud was a 
thoroughly positive one, with Mal- 
raux expressing his confidence in 
the abilities of the Centre chief 
and assuring him of his support, 
a significant gesture since there 
are a good many men known to 
have been gunning for Flaud for 
some time. 


B. Gerald Cantor Chairs 
National Theatres Board; 
Add Three Newcomers 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

B. Gerald Cantor, chairman of 
| National Theatres Inc.'s Executive 
Committee, and head of Beverly 
Hills investment firm of Cantor, 
Fitzgerald & Co., succeeds Elmer 
C. Rhoden as chairman of circuit's 
board of directors. 

John B. Bertero, who stepped 
into Rhoden’s post as prexy of NT 
last Oct. 1, was reelected prexy at 
annual meeting last week, and also 
was named Executive Committee 
chairman, Three new board mem- 
bers likewise were elected, includ- 
ing Charles A. Barker Jr., chair- 
man of finance committee of Lock- 
heed Aircraft Corp., and 
chairman of Pacific Finance Corp.; 
A. J. Gock, director of Bank of 
America; and Eugene V. Klein, 











prexy of Valley Sports Cars Inc. 
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Some Like It Hot 
(SONGS) — 


itifarious farce-comedy marks 

















House on Waterfront 

A French impart which 
reemed Friday : <4 at the 
World Theatre, ., Jane ~ 








gives a disarming appearance of 
effectuality. Both really are on 
the ball when it comes to outwit- 
ting their captors. “Danger” would 
have been a very routine screen ad- 











Nudist Paradise 
(BRITISH-COLOR) 


Naive propaganda for the na- 
turism movement, with trite 

















turn of Marilyn Monree. . bos-| House on the Waterfront” was —/| venture, but, manned throughout/ tery and: dialog; obvious ex- 
Great en and a mon eee: k* reviewed by Varrety June 29, by actots who know their jobs, it plottation ee 
winner with a zing. angrily: chests!” | 1955, from Paris under its | is raised to a rather higher league. 
net In the smaller parts, Raft hams| original title of “Le Port De Rich. London, Feb. 12. 
United Artists solos of Ashton, Pre it up as a caricature of himself in| Desir”. (Port of Desire). i —-— Orb International Ltd. release of @ Nat 
ti Mirisch . id 7 Bernar vi 
Cusilly Wilder a . bit. Brown appraising the Pn a a, . Gunmen From Laredo Saks Anita Love. Directed 
Monroe, Tony 4 is very f the smit- that this Jean aun (COLOR) . Cha Saunders. qecennter. Leslie 
tars George Raft, O’Brien, 73 E. to | “weak for both home and for- . Bell and Denise Kaye, from Bell’s story; 
Brown;-features Nehemiah Persoff, Joan | ten millionaire, who tries to lure éign markets.” er pia cameen Maes ae aiiter, Wales Wie: 
Shawlee, Bully ¢ ray Geen BF Lemmon or his yacht. Pag O’Brien ‘to. the BS Ww Routine “eater for smaller gins. At Cinephone qineatre. London, 
Directed by Wilder; screenplay. Wilder | has a smail role as a federal agent.) {105 Film Distributors, pic- markeis. . ee — 
and 1. A. L. Diamond; a wy tcs7 | gud Nehemiah Persoff acts the role; «concerns some sordid do- | = j§. ——— |‘Mike Malone 2.000") Cool Camwey 
by R. Thoeren camera! of “Little Bonaparte,” who looks - ties ves . Katy Cashfield 
Charles Lang; background score, Adolph a} -dngs in a seaport. Reviewer Hollywood, Feb. 20. Baty Caghtiek 
Deutsch; songs supervised by y Mal-| very much like Al Capone, an ined that the story’s treat- Columbia Pictures release of Wallace pe Sieenell 
neck; editor, Arthur te ewed | whose boys machinegun Raft and, Pine hee MacDonald: production. Features Robert ee 
‘Laew’s Theawe. N.Y., Feb. pp 2 t, Rear Mtence ment_ “follows the usual pat- | Knapp, Jana Davi, Walter Coy, Paul Walter Randa 
z 59. Running time, 105 , i tomighe = ing. thi tern” without enough twists to Birch, Don C. Harvey, Clarence Straignt, as - 
Bugar .. 2. eee eee eeeees Meonrse| But, in the final accounting, this} "91. tne film more than an | Jerry Marclay, Ron Hayes, Charles Hor- to 
TEE oc oci cn canoestanaente® Tony Curtis | js still-a director’s picture and the - Gabin, how vath. Directed by MaeDonald. Screenplay.| There’s nothing ebjectionable 
etek ack on | wilder “touch” is indelible, par- ordinary entry. Gal n, - Clark E. Reynolds; camera ‘(Columbia | shout “Nudist radise.” It is 
eat... Raft _ . h ever, etches one of his “usually Color), Irving Lippman: editor, Al Clark. | © . th id 
Riles sa Spee | tell nope alebrated ith] fine perirmances” ag angie | Craiges Moshe tne fuel a, nd rather spi 
Osgood s 4 . 3: Fi " : = | | * 
- pepny Nehemiah cnawiee | the action is funy, the lings are} five was we} go aly ao | Gil Reardon ..........-... ‘Robert Knave | scope”"—whatever that may mean 
a EE ee Gray | there to match it. in faet,-taughs | - ry: | Ben Spiga eeiged Te 5., Walter Cey |—it is simply a piece of unwieldy 
foothpick “a Stone | often step on oneanother. Of | | Matt Crawford ........... <- Pawt Birch propaganda for naturism, which 
Beats” Henchmen’ cs 00k .-b Mesure : ,.in a two-hour picture, the | producing a few fizzlers. Whether | Pars Mere™ Clarence Straight | Will appeal only to sun-worship- 
Harry Wilsos | pace is bound to slacken eventual- this is to be blamed on direction | Jordan Keefer ......... Jerry Barclay | pers and the curious, but which 
Doleses ee aeoe Barbers oe ly, and it does. But the momentum |or editing, it’s impossible to say. | ) lh. a me Hayes |has obvious angles of exploitation. 
Paradise ........ Edward G. Robinson Jr. | of this madcap comedy is such that |But a few of the scenes could Katy Reardon |.......... parles Horvat | Filmed at a naturecamp near 
, it keeps rolling along, a gay romp (be clipped sharper for more hila- | Deleades __............. X. Brands|London and at Woburn Abbey, 
“Some Like It Hot,” directed in = just when to draw back |riows impact and faster transition. |7¥48* Parker .-..-.------- Henry Antrm@ where, last year, a world of natur- 
masterly style by Billy Wilder, is crossing the line to, the| It’s a pleasure to see such amas-| | se jism » convention ,was ‘held, the 
obably the funniest picture of. — ter of timing and emphasis as Fred ‘Gunmen From Laredo” is a! flimsy stery is merely_an excuse 
ee cont ont li’s a whacky, Monroe performs a couple | MacMurray back in comedy again, | routine western, somewhat slew in | for showing fami relaxing sans 
clever, farcical comedy that starts | of songs capebly and in the style|even though he is somewhat lim- | takeoff but carrying enough later | clothing, and the human form not- 
off like a firecracker and keeps on | of the tw Charles Lang's | ited in his material. Where he has | action to rate okay for the minor | always-so-divine. This quickly 
throwing off lively sparks till. the aphy, in black-and-white, is|_ good line, he shows that he has | oater market. Color production is! palls. A half a dozen professional 


very end. : 

Pictures like this, with a sense: 
of humor that is as broad as it can 
be sophisticated, come along only 
infrequently. Add to this the at- 
traction of Mari.yn Monroe, 


turning to the screen 
year absence in a part that's tailor- 

lar talents, 
by Tony 


made ~~ me 
tepnotch performances 

Curtis and Jack Lemmon, and the 
directorial brilliance of Wilder, and 
the concoction becomes e. 

Even so, the film has faults. It’s 
toe long, for one, beng a small 
joke milked like a dairy; one or 
two scenes skirt the limits of good 
taste. But who'll care? 

Stery revolves around the age- 
old theme of men masquerading 
as women. Curtis and Lemmon es- 
cape from a Chicago nightclub 
that’s being raided, witness the St. 


Valentine’s Day massacre and “es- }. 


cape” into the anonymity of a girl 
band by dressing up as femme mu- 
sicians. This leads to the 
complications, particu since’ 
Curtis meets Miss Monroe 

player, vocalist and gin addict) and 
falls for her. Lemmon, in turn, is 
prepositioned by an addle-brained 
millionaire. : 

While romance b essoms in Mi- 
ami, gangsters led by George Raft 
coine on the scene for a convention, 
and Curtis and Lemmon are recog- 


“rubbed” out. 
can then reveal their identity. On 
this plot skeleton, “Wilder has 
the flesh of farce. He has done t 


Curtis and Lemmon walking 
the station platform dressed 
girls, swinging their hips with 
anxious look of one’ who has yet 
to learn to walk on high 
down, 


on the train, 
berth 

party of Lemmon Miss Monroe 
in her nightie is invaded by guz- 
zling dames, represents humor of 
Lubitsch proportions. And the al- 
ternating shots of Miss Monroe 
trying to “stimulate” Curtis on a 
couch, white Lemmon and Joe E. 
Brown live it up on the dance 
floor, rate as a sequence. 

To coin a phrase, Marilyn has 
never looked better. Her perform- 
ance as “Sugar,” the fuzzy blonde 
who likes saxophone players “and 
men with glasses.” has a deliciously 
naive quality. She’s a comedienne 
with that combination of sex-ap- 

al and timing that just can’t be 

eat. If, at the time of filming, 

she was pregnant, and the tight 
dresses she’s asked to wear just 
don’t fit very well, never mind. 
This gal can take it, and so can 
the audience. 

It’s a tossup whether Curtis beats 
out Lemmon or whetherdt goes the 
other way ‘round. Both are excel- 
lent. Curtis has the u hand 
because he can change and 
forth from his femme role to 
of a fake “millionaire” who 
Miss Monroe, He employs a take- 
off on Cary 


e 


E 


so ts 


a 


edi makes for 
utes importantly. , 
“Some tine tt Hot” goes on the 
premise that a laugh is: a laugh, 
w 


& 


it that men dressed as wom 
en tickle the risibilities of male 
and female alike. Since much of 


it is also clever, the film should 

provide United Artists with one of 

ts top grossers for the year tt 
ut. 


The Shaggy Dog 
Pleasant Disney comedy, at- 
tractive to family or youngster 
audiences. Fred MacMurray 
back to comedy. 


Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Buena Vista release of Walt Disney 





duction. Stars MacMurray, 
Hagen; features Kirk, Aunette 
Funicelio, Tim ~ Kevin Cercoran 
oe gen = ‘alsh. 

‘alsh and : suggested by 
Felix Salten’s of rence”; 
camera, Edward 3 » Paul 
Smith; editor, James D. Ballas. Previewed 
at the studie, ing time, 
TO? MINS. 

Mr. Daniels ............ MacMurray 
ee Jeam Hagen 

Wilby Daniels -............ ‘emmy hirk 
Alison ANessio. ....Annétte Yunicello 
Meochie Daniels .... .. Kevin Coreeran 
Prof. Aldous Plumcutt Cecil Kellaway 
Mikhail Andrassy Sevurhy 
EPUB IN- SF: BE James Westerfield 
Jacques Aubrchon 





Shaggy 

the first live action film by Walt 
Disney set in the present. True 
enough, but. Disney, even dealing 
by c - 
this farce fantasy bears the fa- 
miliar trademarks. 

. The film is about what's called 
“shape-shifting,” and it doesn’t re- 
fer to the foundation garment. 


Bill Walsh and Lillie Hayward, 
suggested by Felix Salten’s “The 
Hound of 


shapes, from man to beast and 
Ss 

There are 

on this simple premise and the 

\script's exploitation of them. The 


deg turned 


of the. shifting 
stored, finally. 
Hayward have introduced 
of Soviet spies for him to operate 
on, and this seems to reach so 
far into left-ish field. it’s silly. 
Fred MacMurray plays the father 
of the two boys chiefly involved, 
Tommy Kirk and Kevin Corcoran. 
MacMurray himself is a mailman 
physically allergic to dogs (a prem- 
ise that is introduced and then, 
as far as the mailman bit goes, is 
just dropped), Young Kirk acci- 
dentally transforms if into 
a large, shaggy sheep dog when he 
comes into possession of a spell- 
casting ring once owned by the 
. The jokes are predict- 
able, but often amusing until the 
spy ring crops up, when things 
tend to get out of hand. 
Charles Barton’s com 


Shape to be re- 
Walsh and Miss 





to carry a 
its payoff, 


Sean | 


» | Chagrin. 
Bu | Running time, 101 MINS. 


Dog” is said te be | 


setting, is un- | 
onven 
pf the world, so} 


contribute ably irclude- Tim Coen- 


| Kellaway, Alexander Scourby. 
Roberta Shore, James Westerfield 
|and Gordon Jones. Powe. 


Danger Within 
(BRITISH) 





Prisoner-of-war stery, well- 
acted by a prominent British 
east, which provides brisk, 
exciting entertainment. 





Lendon, Feb. 17. 


British Lion release ef a Colin Lessiie 
production. Stars Richard Tedd, Richard 
Attenborough, Bernard Lee. Directed hy 
Don Chaffey. Sereenplay, Bryan Forbes 
and Frank Harvey. nevel by 
Michael Gi $ hur Grant; 
editor, rancis 





Lt. Cel. David Baird, M.C. Richrrd Tedd 
Lt. Col. Huxley 5 
Major Charies Mararend. Michael Wilding 


Capt. “Busier” Phillips 

Richard Attenberongh 
Capt. Rupert Cali-nder Den Price 
Capt. Roger Byfoild Donald Houston 
Capt. Tony Leng Wiliam yn 
Cc. ee PEP... ckccnton Vincent Ball 
Capftano Benucci .........- Peter Arne 
Capt. RP. Si Se Peter Jones 


Lt. Meyn evs8 
Lt. Coutoviles Sal 

t. “Tae” Burchnall... 
Qnd Lt. Betts-Hanger ..... 








“Danger Within” is a smooth, 
alert prisoner-of-war film which 
|may have lost some impact by 
| lagging a long time behind several 
other pix of similar setting. But it 
| provides sound, tense entertain- 
ment. Its all-male cast carries use- 
ful marquee value which makes it 
| worthwhile as a b.o. proposition 
despite a complete lack of roman- 
tie appeal. 

Based on a novel by Michael Gil- 
| bert, this is a simple yarn of how 

the efforts of British officers to 
| escape from an Italian p.o.w. camp 
| are constantly thwarted by one of 


According to the screenplay by | them who is an informer. He is | Willie 


|diseovered in time fer a mass 
| escape of the 400 priseners on the 


over by the Germans. 
Much of the interest in the fiim 


| Todd, as a colonel passionately 
dedicated to the job of escaping, 


eventually organizes the breakout. 


|in the picture. 
| . Director Don Chaffey and lenser 
|™make an apparently authentic 
| prison camp atmosphere. They are 
| helped by a brisk script by Bryan 
Forbes and Frank Harvey. 
| Varied offieer-types are skill- 
| fully portrayed by a fine cast. Lee 
gives a realistic perfermance as 
|the senior officer aware of his 
responsibilities while Todd makes 
|a useful foil as the impatient, dis- 
| gruntled character who does not 
| appreciate Lee’s responsibilities. 
There are, too, a number of other 
| highly effective -pieces of acting 
by Richard Attenborough, William 
Franklyn, Peter Arne, as the suave 
|eamp cemmamdant; Donald Hous- 
|ten and Dennis Price, the last a 
| delight as an actor- who is 
|more concerned wit staging 
| “Hamlet” than in escaping. 
Michael Wilding also makes a 
| welcome appearance as a debonair 
| officer who, with Peter Jones, 





Wallace MacDonald handles dual 
of producer-director 


| play. Plot deals with a reyenge 


you find it, and | sidine. Annette Funicello, Cecil | theme, a rancher escaping from a 


|New Mexico territorial prison 
| where he’s been sent on false testi- 
| mony, to return to Laredo to face 
| the men. who murdered his wife. 
| Showdown climax on a Laredo 
| street is slickly developed for a 
few exciting moments. 

Robert Knapp heads cast as the 
rancher who has incurred the 
enmity of Walter Coy, a Laredo 
saloonkeeper responsible for his 
wife’s violent death, and turns in a 
competent performance. Coy is a 
return to the old-fashioned heavy, 
but makes his work count. Jana 
Davi, as an Indian girl who helps 
Knapp across the desert back to 
Laredo after his prison break, lends 
color and Paul Birch handles him- 
self well as a U.S. marshal, al- 
though it's doubtful if he would 
have permitted the escaped man 


Lee | his freedom after capturing him. 


Final sequences are reminiscent of 
“Stagecoach” in this respect. Bal- 
ance of cast generally stack up 
satisfactorily. 

Technical departments are 
headed by Irving Lippman’s color 


‘Stevens | Photography. 


Whit. 


The Great St. Louts 
Bank Rebbery 


Inept pregrammer for smaller 
situations. 





Hol'ywood, Feb. 20. 

United Artists release of Charles G 
} genkeim production. Stars Steve Me. 
cen. David Clarke. Graham Denton: 
features) Molly MeCarthy, 
Direc! by Gugsenheim. 
Sereenpiay., Richard T. . 
Victor Duncan: itor. arren Adams; 
music. Bernarde Segall. Previewed Jan. 
| 28, “58. Running time, 85 MINS. 





fren; camera. 


| George Fowler ......... Steve MeQueen 
| Gino - David Clarke 
| John Exan ......... . Grzham Denton 
SA dmncereeganweed «et Molty McCarihy 

iiss macde's James Dukas 





“The Great St. Louis Bank Reb- 


Flerence,” there used | day Italy capitulates and just be-| bery,” based upon actual incident, 
to be a great deal of shifting of | fore the camp is due to be taken | js a low-budgetter lensed on the 


| spot. A semi-documentary approach 
|is adepted, but inept handling of 


a goed many laughs | comes from the clash of Richard | events leading up to the holdup in 


closing reels will hold bookings to 
| smaller program situations. 


time the film falters badly is | an@ Bernard Lee, senior British Where the Charles Guggenheim 
in its choice of a gimmick to get the | officer, who advocates patience but | production misses particularly is 


} in the endless detail showing the 


back, for goed and all, inte a | But some interest is unnecessarily crooks prepping the crime, which 
. According to the legend, it | dissipated by the “spy” being re- results in long passages of tire- 
an aet of hereism on the part | vealed to the audience tee early | some footage. The four men in- 


| volved—three professional erimi- 
| Nals and one a local youth picked 


a nest| Arthur Grant have cembined to/ to drive the getaway car—dry-run 


|every move until their actual 

| entrance into the bank. Their care- 

| ful planning, however, is tripped 

| up by a teller sounding the alarm, 

|}amd the poliee arrive before the 

gang can make its getaway for a 
climax. 

Bank heist is well played and 
Guggenheim and Joltm Stix as co- 
direetors sock over this action. 
Much of their earlier helming of 
the Richard T. Heffron sereenplay, 
however, is over-leisurely, with 
the cast sometimes suffering. Steve 
McQueen as the youth and David 
Clark, Graham Denton and James 
Dukas\in criminal roles manage to 
make parts fairly persuasive, and 
Molly McCarthy delivers well as 
former __ girl-friend, 


Victor Duncan's realistic photog- 


and 


g 
Technical credits are headed by | looks. 


Adolph h’s | few rs in th's special field of | good but there are no cast names | performers. appear in the leading 
und score. Arthur Schmidt's | comedy. Jean Hagen, as his wife, | to.brighten its prospects. 
smooth eontinu- |i; pretty and pleasant in a more | 
, in several seenes, contrib- | or jess straight role, while the two | chore I 
}boys, Kirk and Considine, handle | manages a creditable job with the 
itheir comedy niecly. Others who | rambling Clark E. Reynolds scree2- | 


roles and the athers in the cast 
are the genuine article. 

The pic concerns two young cou- 
ples who spend their weekends at 
a nature camp and eventuaily 
marry. Of the two, leading girls, 
Anita Love proves herself the bet- 
ter actress although Katy Cash- 
field’s figure_is more suited to dis- 
robing. Car! Conway is a husky 
young man with a pleasant person- 
ality who looks as if he might have 
}a future in he-man roles. 
|. Apart from a Venus Contest in 
;which a number of pretty young 
women strike various extraordi- 
nary poses such as The Bath of 
Psyche, Sports Girl, Streamline 
Girl and so on, nothing very much 
happens, The four principals 
gradually fall in love in between 
swimming, badminton and exercis- 
ing on a trampoline. The one vital 
piece of information which might 
have made this film worthwhile is 
not revealed. This is, where do 
nudists keep their cigarettes? 

Helen Wiggins’ editing is err>- 
tic and, in juxtaposition to some 
stilted dialog, occasionally raises 
unintended yocks. The main 
merit of “Nudist” is some very 
good lensing and excellent 7 

ic 


Prime Amere 
(First Leve) 
(IRALIAN) 





Rome, Feb. 17. 

Cineriz release of a Cirac-Rizzeli 
production, Features Carla Gravina, ‘ or- 
ella De Luca. Raf Geror. 
Marin Paola Quattrini, Marcello 
Niecelo io, Boyle. 
ana . Marie Carotenuto, 
rected Mario Camerini. Stery 
screenplay by Age. 
wanccoro Lavagnts 


; Camera, Tonine 
delli Colli; editor, Giuliama Attenni. At 
Metropolitan, Reme. Running time, 97 


tmo 
Luct 
Di- 
and 





Able direction, a good 
and winning thesping by a 
cast of young talent are 
packaged in this pleasant and en- 
tertaining film. It is 
above similar fare which has re- 


“ings 


cently flooded the lecal . market. 
Several foreign markets shoukd 
find this an okay acquisition for 
lightweight general fare. 
Intertwined tales of related and/ 
or acquainted Roman youths 
cally illustrate the pic’s title. 
choice of refreshing new faces 
dialog, which almost always - 
mits audience identification up 
te pleasurable screen time, espe- 
cially with the young set. Parentdl 
problems and foibles, and their ire- 
flections on teenagers’ upbringing, 
are touched upon. But generally 
the youngsters have their way and 
the accent is on lightness, comedy 
and some sentiment, with taste 
generally prevailing. 
Thesping is unusually good 
throughout, denoting vet director 
Mario Camerini’s able hand. Top 
credits. go to Carla Gravina and 
Geroninfo Meynier while Marcello 
Paolini stands out via an easygoing 
renditien “fat bey” role. 
Catherine Boyle provides grace and 
talent as a young mother who un- 
consciously makes her own daugh- 
ter’s boyfriend fall tely in 
love with her. Among many other 
good performances, Christine Kauf- 
man ‘shows promise and good 


Technically, 








raphy. 


pic is a top-rate job 
in all sectors. Hawk. 
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PROFIT MOTIVE, RUSSIAN STYLE 





F rance, Germany ) Yugo, Italy, Spain 


[Get Oscar Nominations] 


Films from France, Germany, Yugoslavia, Italy and Spain were 
nominated for the Academy’s 1958 Foreign Language Film Award. 
Eligibility depended upon feature-length, a non-English sound 
track and having been commercially shown overseas during 1958. 

Quintet included “My Uncle” (Mon Oncle), Specta-Gray-Alter 
Films in association with Films del Centaure (France); “Arms and 
the Man” (Helden), H. R.,Sokal-P. Goldbaum Production, Bavaria 
Filmkunst A. G. (Germany); “The Road a Year Long” (Cesta duga 
godinu dana), Jadran Film (Yugoslavia); “The Ususual Unidenti- 
fied Thieves” (I Soliti Ignoti), Lux-Vides-Cinecitta (Italy); “La 
Venganza” Guion Producciones Cinematograficas (Spain). 

Runners-up in nominations were entries from Denmark, Egypt, 
India, Japan and Sweden. Films were selected by a special Foreign 
Language Film Award Committee, headed by Robert M. W. Vogel 
in absence of chairman Luigi Luraschi. 


Sol Fisher Seeks to Enjom WB 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 





Only Seven Prints of ‘Auntie Mame’ for 28-Day 
Houses and He’s Left in Lurch 





Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

In unique film industry action 
circuit owner Sol Fisher went into 
district court here Monday (23) 
to seek temporary injunction to 
restrain local Warner Bros. branch 
from releasing “Auntie Mame” 
March 4 to only seven instead of 
all 11 of local subsequent run 
neighborhood houses in eerliest 
clearance slot, 28 days. Picture ran 
nine weeks downtown. 

Because it has only seven prints 
for such neighborhood engage- 
ments, “purposely or otherwise,” 
Fisher told court, WB decided 
picture would go only to those 28- 
day theaters rotated here west of 
Mississippi. Fisher owns two of 
four houses in area east of river 
and, of course, they wouldnt get 
“Mame” day and date with fortu- 
mate seven. 

Fisher contended Warners’ action 
constitutes descrimination against 
his theaters, would cause him 
monetary loss, is in restraint of 
trade and evidences monopoly. 

Stating its initial reaction was 
that issue is one for suit rather 
than injunction, judge, however, 
took plea under advisement, with- 
holding decision. 


Mex Director Hits Fests 
As ‘Mafia of Boredom,’ 
But Country to Enter 


Mexico City, Feb. 17: 

Four Mexican films have been 
submitted to the Film Bureau for 
final selection of pictures which 
will represent the republic at 
the Cannes Festival this year. 
Whether two or four pix actually- 
will be entered has still to be de- 
cided. 

At first Mexico planned to de- 
cline participation since there were 
uncertainties about quality of films. 
, Director Benito Alazraki, spokes- 
man for a considerable prouv of 
Mexican producers and directors, 
Described the organizers and juries 
of international festivals as a 
“made of boredom.” He charged 
that “it is enough for a film to be 
boring let alone be catalogued as 
a great picture.” 

“In my opinion,” he added, “the 
eontests, with bored directors, 
bored critics and tedious, bore- 
some films, are a fraud because ail 
honored pictures are commercial 
failures and they need the ma- 
chinery of the festival Mafiia to 
save investments of producers. 

“The festivals did have their 
vogue, but the pulftic no longer be- 
lieves in them. When it is an- 
nounced that this or that picture 
has won a prize in Cannes or 
Venice, the cinema-going public is 
filled with terror—and generally 
stays away from the theatres ex- 
hibiting them.” 

Despite this stand, the Film 
Bureau has decided that Mexico 
should participate in the festivals. 








Herman Gillis to Greensboro, 
N. C.’s National Theatre as man- 
ager, replacing John Bateman, now 
at Winston in Winston-Salem. 








Film Mansion Last-Gasp 
In Decor; MPAA Hosts 
15,000 Guests Yearly 


By LIZ CARPENTER 
Washington, Feb. 24. 

There’s a Brown House near the 
White House in Washington ana 
a well worn path between. It’s the 
mansion of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America. 

Eric Johnston negotiated the 
$600,000 deal for its purchase him- 
self back in 1946 when excess 
profits taxes were 85% and the 
nine-member association found it 
much more economical to pay cash 
for the strategically-located build- 
ing than to rent space for offices 
and entertaining. 

A look at the guest-book is proof 
that it has served its purpose. 
Parties are going four nights a 
week by average, sometimes seven. 
More than i5,000 persons are 
hosted yearly. 

The three-story house has just 
been redecorated in exquisite taste, 
with 2 luxurious effect of white. 
black, gold, marble fireplaces and 
crystal chandeliers that Johnston 
brought back from France. 

Built in 1885, the owner Lucius) 
Tuckerman was a~patron of the | 
arts and a friend of presidents, | 
also a founder of the Metropolitan | 
Museum in New York. 

There is now a handsome 71-seat | 
theatre, the Academia, and—that 
most precious of all Washington 





FRENCH REAP.B.O 
ON FLAT ‘CRANES 


Flat deals. a complex with offi- 
cials who trade on behalf of the 
Soviet Union, has given a French 
distributor, Cosinor, a big break 
on the Russian feature, “The 
Cranes Are Flying.” The Russians 
refused to gamble, demanded 12,- 
000,000 francs (about $25,000) for 
the French rights. But since the 
film has since become a boxoffice 
smash in France and Cosinor’s 
profit is believed already around 
200,000,000 francs, or close to 
$400,000 the news will not be 
front-paged in Pravda. 

Russians, in turn, will pay for- 
eign film companies only a fixed 
amount for features selected to 
show in the USSR. 

Flat-sum money arrangements 
have until. now occasioned com- 
plaint mostly with foreign film 
companies selling their features 
for exhibition in Russia. Soviets 
have simply rejected any sharing 
based on boxoffice returns, as in 
most capitalistic countries. Amer- 
ican and European film men have 
long grumbled that Moscow would 
‘pay hardiy more than nominal fees, 
yet it is presumed prints get an 
enogmous number of individual 
theatre playoffs in the Communist 
land of 200,000,000 population. 

However, with a state-run organ- 
ization, it’s virtually impossible to 
make percentage deals which 
would in any way reflect the actual 
business done with a film. The 
feeling among film men is that, 
if the Russians score a couple more 
international hits, they may be in- 
duced at least to raise the prices 
they’re willing to pay for their 
purchases. 

“Cranes” was the prize-winner 
at Cannes last year. It’s one of 
the pictures in the batch of seven 
Soviet films which has been pur- 
chased for distribution by the ma- 
jor companies in the States. 


DISNEY NOMINEES IN 
DOCUMENTARY CLASS 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Walt Disney Productions, which 
copped two nominations for the 
Academy's upcoming 31st annual 





| Short Subjects Awards, repeats 


with two nominations for this 
year’s Documentary Awards, one 
each in the feature and shorts cate- 
gory. 

A special Documentary Awards 
Committee has nominated four 


conveniences—a parking lot. | features (over 3,000 feet) and five 


Only flaw: Dwight Eisenhower | 
has never been entertained there. | 


| Kodak Net: $98-Mil 


Eastman Kodak has reported net | 
earnings of $98,912,039, or $5.13 | 
a share, and domestic sales of 
$828,801,269 for fiscal 1958. Both 
the profit and the gross represent- 
ed new highs for the corporation. 

Previous peaks were in 1957 
when the net was $98,108,000 or 
$5.09 per share, and the domestic 
gross $798,203,443. 

Figures for the fourth quarter 
were particularly upbeat, amount- 
ing to increases of 9% in net and | 
8% in sales. 

















JOHN WAYNE’S ‘ALAMO’ 


Seeks Mitchum, Maria Felix For | 
Batjac Production 


San Antonio, Feb. 24. 

John Wayne arrived here on 
Friday (20) for a brief visit from 
Bracketville and after a 30-day va- 
cation in Mexico City with his 
wife.and daughter. 

He looked over the site at Brack- 
etville where his Batjac Produc- 
tions will begin shooting the “Ala- 
mo” film in September. 

He said William Holden will be 
in the film, and he hopes to have 
Robert Mitchum, Maria Felix, the 
Mexican star, and Connie Towers, 
for other top roles. 
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short subjects (under 3,000 feet), 
on which the entire Academy 
membership will vote their final 


|selections tomorrow and Thurs- 


day (26). Voting on Short Sub- 
jects took place Sunday (22), with 
all results to be disclosed at Oscar 


|ceremonies April 6 at the RKO 


Pantages Theatre. 
Documentary feature nomina- 


“Antarctic Crossing.” World 
Wide Pictures, Lester A. Schoen- 
feld Films, James Carr, producer; 
“The Hidden World,” Small Worid 
Co., Robert. Snyder; “Psychiatric 
Nursing,” Dynamic Films _Inc., 
Nathan Zucker; “White Wilder- 
ness,” Walt Disney Productions, 
Buena Vista Film Distribution Co. 
Inc., Ben Sharpsteen. 

Documentary short subjects: 
“Ama Girls,” Disney Productions, 
Buena Vista, Ben Sharpsteen; 
“Employees Only,” Hughes Air- 
craft Co., Kenneth G. Brown; 
“Journey Into Spring,” British 
Transport Films, Schoenfeld Films, 
Ian Ferguson; “The Living Stone,” 
National Film Board of Canada, 
Tom Daly; “Overture.” United Na- 
tions Film Service, Thorold Dick- 
inson. 


|tions include fellowing: 





Ludi Claire’s Pair For 20th 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Ludi Claire has been signed to a 
two-picture writing pact at 20th- 
Fox, in a deal negotiated for the 
scripter by the H. 
agency. 

She’s currently at 20th sereen- 
playing “Cleopatra” for producer 
Walter Wanger. 


N. Swanson |! 





Poitier First Negro Best Actor =, 
Nominee; Guinness Up as Author; 
United Artists Most 


iN 


Nominated 





Chi-Bevhills-Cincy Firms 
Handling National Chain 
Swap of NTA Common 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

Three centrally-located invest- 
ment firms will handle National 
Theatres Inc.'s exchange offers 
made to National Telefilm Associ- 
ates’ common stockholders and 
stock purchase warrant holders, in 
pitch by NT to acquire a control- 
ling interest in NTA. 

First offers were made last week, 
upon receipt by NT of the FCC’s 
official go-ahead signal. NT stock- 
holders at a special meeting Jan. 
8 voted in favor of company’s pro- 
posal that circuit make its offer to 
NTA, in a further diversification. 

Trio of firms include Cruttenden, 
Podesta & Co., Chicago; Cantor, 
Fitzgerald & Co., Beverly Hills; 
and Westheimer & Co., Cincinnati. 
Exchange agent is Chemical Corn 
Exchange Bank, N.Y. 

National Theatres’ plan calls for 
holders .of each share of NTA 
stock to receive sone NT $11 542% 
subordinated sinking fund deben- 
ture due March 1, 1974, and a 
warrant for purchase of one-quar- 
ter of one share of NT common 


given an opportunity to exchange 
them for NT warrants. 





Oscar Behind-Camera | 


In the technical clasifications 
this year’s nominations for Oscars 


are these: 

Ach 
Mame,” Malcolm Berit, set decoration, 
George James Hopkins; “Bell Book 
Candie” Phoenix Produeiians Inc. Co- 
lumbia Pictures, Cary Odell, set decora- 
tion, Louis Diage; “A C Smile,” 
20th, Lyle R. Wheeler, John Decuir, set 
decorations, Walter M. Scott, Paul S. Fox: 
Gigi,” William A. Horning, Preston 
Ames, set design. Henry "Grace, Koegh 
Gleason; Vertigo,” -Alfred Hitchcock 
Productions Inc. Paramount, Hal Pereira, 

Bumsted. set decorations Sam 
Comer, Frank my ae 

Achievement Cinematography, Biock- 
White P re: “Defiant Ones,” San 
Leavitt; “Desire Under Elms.” Don Hart- 
man Productions, Paremount, 
I Want Live.” Lionel Lindon: 
oung Lions.” Joe MstDonsld. 

ions,” Joe Ma nald. 
Cinematography, Color Picture: “Auntie 
Mame, Harry Siradling Sr.; “Cat Tin 

William Daniels: “Gigi,” Jose 
Ruttenberg; “Old Man. Sea,” James Wong 
eee PH, -- ———.* South Pacific 
L rp s Inc., Magna. Theatres Corp., 
— a e 4 

chievement ostume Design: “Bell 
Book Candle” Jean Louis; “The Buc 
caneer,” Cecil B. DeMille, Paramount, 
Ralph Jester, Edith Head, John Jensen; 
= a we LeMaire, Mary 

+; “Gigi.” #ton; “Some 
Running.” Walter Plunkett. 

Achievement in Film Editing: “Auntie 

Mame.” William Ziegler ‘‘Cowboy,” 

Pictures, Columbia, William A. 
Lyon, Al Clark; “Defiont Ones,” Frederic 
Knudtson” “Gigi.” Adrienne Fazan; “I 
Want Live.” William Hornbeck. 

Scoring of Musical Picture: “The 
Bolshoi Ballet,” Rank Orzanization Pres- 
entation-Harmony Fi'm, Rank Film Dis- 

America. Inc., (ritish) Yuri 
Faier, G. Rozhdestvensky; “Damn 
Yankees,” Warner Bros. Ray Heindorf: 
“Gigi,” Andre Previn; “Mardi Gres,” 
Jerry Wald Productions Inc., 20th-Fox. 
Lionel Newmoen: “South Pacific,” Alfred 
Newman, Ken Dorby. 

Best Music Score of Dramatic or 
Comedy Picture: “Big Country,” Jerome 
McCross; “Old Men. Sea,” itri Tiom- 
kin; “Seperate Tables.” David Raksin; 
“White Wilderness,” Walt Disney Pro- 
auctions Inc., Buena Vista Film Distribu- 
tion Co. Inc., Oliver Wallace “Young 
Lions,” Huge Friedhofer. 

Best Song Used in Eligible Picture: 
“Almost In Your 





in Art Direction: “Auntie 





Came 


Arms,” (Love Song 
from “Hous@boat’), ‘‘Houseboat.” Para- 
mount and Scribe, Paramount, Jay Liv- 


ingston, Ray Evans; “A Certain Smile,” 
from same, music, Sammy Fain, iyrics, 
Paul Frances Webster; “Gigi.” from same, 
music, Frederick Loewe, lyrics Alan Jay 
Lerner; “‘To Love And Be Loved,” from 
“Some Came- Running.” music, James 
Van Heusen, lyrics, Sammy Cahn; “A 
Very Precious Love,” from “Majorie 

r.” Beachwold—Warners, mu- 
sic, Fain, lyrics. Webster. 

Achievement in Sound: “I Want Live.” 
Samuel Goldwy Studio Sound Dept., 
E. Sawyer, sound director; 
“South Pacific,” Hynes; “A Time 
© Love and a Time to Die.” UI Studio 
Sound Dept.. Leslie i. Carey, “Vertigo,” 
Paramount Studio Sound Dept., George 
Dutton, “Young Lions.” ‘ox Studio 








effects, “T 5 
Metro, A. a Gillespie. visual effects, 
Harold brock, sound effects. 


stock. Holders of NTA warrants are | 


. | ners); 


Hollywoed, Feb. 24 

Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences disclosed its nomi- 
nations for the upcoming awards 
of Oscar statuettes. United Artists 
is first with 26 nominees spread 
through six releases. Metro has 
seven films and 24 nominations. 
Warner rates 12 eligible-to-win 
taps out of five features. Others: 

20th: nine on five 
Paramount: eight on five 
Disney: five on four 

The nominations reflect the dom- 
inance today of the “independ- 
ents.” Of 13 features with various 
“best” nominations only two are 
major studios’ own productions. 

Sidney Poitier becomes first Ne- 
gro ever nominated for “Best Ac- 
tor” in the Academy sweepstakes, 
the upcoming vote being the 31st 
annual. His fellow star in United 
Artists’ “The Defiant Ones” is also 
similiarly nominated. 

Another offbeat aspect this time: 
Alec Guinness, winner of “Best 
Actor” last year for “Bridge Over 
The River Kwai,” and_ since 
knighted by the British crown, is 
nominated this time as a writer— 
for “The Horse's Mouth” adapta- 
tion. 

Analysis of the nominations fur- 
ther points up, to nobody’s sur- 
prise, the low-tide of the screen 
original story in an age of plays 
and novels. 

The films in nomination will be- 
gin screening locally Feb. 28, the 
vote remaining as always a strictly 
-in-family Hollywood affair though 
the awards (to be bestowed April 
6 at the Pantages) are a national 
and international impact on pres- 
tige. 

Rundown of the nominations is 
as follows: 





Best performance by actor: Tony 
|Curtis, Sidney Poitier, “Defiant 
|Ones,” (Stanley Kramer, UA:) 


; @aul Newman, “Cat Hot Tin Roof,” 
| (Avon-Metro); David Niven, “Sep- 
| arate Tables,” (Clifton-UA); Spen- 
|cer Tracy, “Old Man of The Sea,” 
\(Leland Hayward-Warner Bros). 
Best performance by actress: 
Susan Hayward, “I Want To Live,” 
(Figaro-UA); Deborah Kerr, “Sep- 
arate Tables,” (UA); Shirley Mac- 
Laine, “Some Came Running,” 
(Sol C. Siegel-Metro); Rosalind 
Russell, “Auntie Mame,” (War- 
Elizabeth Taylor, “Cat on 
Hot Tin Roof.” 
| Best supporting actor: Theodore 
+Bikel, “Difiant Ones,” (UA); Lee 
|J. Cobb, “Brothers Karamazov,” 
|(Avon-Metro); Burl Ives, “Big 





Country,” (Par); Arthur Kennedy, 
“Some ame Running, (Metro); 
Gig Young, “Teacher's Pet,” 


| (Perlberg-Seaton, Paramount). 


Best supporting actress: Peggy 
Cass, “Auntie Mame,” (WB); Wen- 
dy Hiller “Separate Tables,” (UA) 
Martha Hyer, “Some Came Run- 


ning,” (Metro); Maureen Staple- 
ton, “Lonelyhearts,” (Schary-UA); 
Cara Williams, “Defiant Ones” 
(UA). 

For the “Best Motion Picture” 


the following films are before 
those qualified to cast ballots: 
Warners—“Auntie Mame” 
Metro—“Cat On Hot Tin 
Roof,” “Gigi” 
United Artists — “Defiant 


Ones,” Separate Tabies,” “I 
Want To Live” 

20th — “Inn of the Sixth 
Happiness” 


Best screenplay based on ma- 
terial .from another medium: “Cat 
on Hot Tin Roof,” Richard Brooks 
and James Poe: “Gigi,” Alan Jay 
Lerner: “The Horse’s Mouth,” 
Knightsbridge-UA (British); Alec 
Guinness: “I Want Live,” Nelson 
Gidding and Don Mankiewicz; 
“Separate Tables,” Terence Rat- 
tigan and John Gay. 

Best story and screenplay writ- 
ten directly for screen: “Defiant 
Ones,” Nathan” E. Douglas and 
Haroid Jacoh Smith; “The God- 
dess,” (Carnegie-Columbia), Paddy 
Chayefsky; “Houseboat,” Melville 
Shavelson and Jack Rose; “The 
Sheepman,” ‘Metro) story, James 


vi Edward Grant, screenplay, William 





Bowers and Grant: “Teacher's 
Pet,” Fay Michael Kanin. 
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L.A. Better; ‘Tree’ 


Pennypacker 166, T. 
‘Beauty’ 266, Running’ Socko 226 








$32,000, 


$ Big 236. 





Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

Streng openers and Deldavers. 
combined with Washington’s 
day semi-holiday here, is respon- 
sible for considerably upped grosses 
this week at local first-runs, Lead- 
ing newcomer is “Hanging Tree’ 
with $32,000 in three atres. 
“Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker 
shapes good $16,000 also in three 


spots. 

PriSeparate Tables,” in first stanza 
at three houses and ninth at a 
fcurt spot, looks fast $23,000. How- 
ever, “Journey” is soft $12,000 on 
initial round at Par. 
“Sleeping Beauty” in fourth week 
at Fox Wilshire is still smash with 


26,000. 

. “S-me Came Running” is socko 
$22,000 in three situations after 
longrun at Hollywood Par. “Auntie 
Mame” looks torrid $22,000 in 10th 
Chinese round. “ still is 
sparkling at $12,000 in fifth at Four 
Star. Hard-ticket pix all are up 
compared with last week, being 
headed by “South Seas Adventure 
with fancy $21,000 in 21st stanza 
at Warner Hollywood. 

Estimates for This Week 

Hollywoed Paramount i (F&M) 
(1.468; $1.50-$2)—-“Journey” (M-G). 
Soft $12,000 or near. Last week, 
“Some a (M-G) (9th 
wk-5 days), ,009. 

Dewntown Paramount, Wiltern, 
Hollywood (ABPT-SW-FWC) (3,300; 
2.344: 756; 90-$1.50) — “Hanging 
Tree” (WB) and “Enchanted Is- 
land” (WB). Torrid $32,000. Last 
week, Downtown Paramount with 
Warner Beverly, “10 Command- 
ments” (Par) (reissue), $18,200. 
Wiltern, Hollywood with Hillstreet, 
“Perfect Furlough” (U), “Last of 
Fest Guns” (U) (2d wk), $12,900. 

Los Angeles, Iris, Uptown (FWC) 
(2.017: 825; 1,715; 90-$1.50)—“Re- 
markable Mr. Pennypacker” (20th) 
and “Wolf Larsen” (AA). Good 
$16,000 or near. Last week, Los 


Angeles, “Bridge on River Kwai”) 


(Col), “Here to Eternity” (Col) 
(reissues), $4,300. Iris, “Inn 
Sixth Happiness” (20th), “Alaskan 
Passage” (20th) (2d wk), $3,900. 
Uptown with Downtown, Vogue, 


“Trap” (Par), “Tokyo After Dark” | $22 


(Par), $14,300. 

Hillstreet (RKO) (2,752; 90-$1.50) 
—*“White Huntress” (AI) ° and 
“Naked Africa” (AI). Slim $3,560. 

Downtown, Warner Beverly (SW) 
(1.757; 1,612; 90-$1.50)—“He Who 
Must Die” (Kassier’. Okay $7,000. 

State, Hawaii, Fi Rey (UATC- 
G&S-FWC) (2,404; 1,106; 861; 90- 
$1.50)-——-“Some Came Running” 


(M-G) (ist general release) and 
“Secret Place” (Rank) (State, 
Hawaii), “Anna Lueasta” (UA) 


(m.o., El Rey). Boffo $22,000. Last 
week, State, “Tunnel of Love” 
(M-G), “Escape From _ Terror” 
(DCA) (2d wk), $3,400. Hawaii with 
Orpheum, Loyola, “Lonelyhearts” 
(UA) (Ist general release), “Mug- 
(Continued on page 18) 


‘Tables’ Nice $9,000 In 
L’ ville; ‘10 C’s’ Rousing 
86, Man’ 436, Both 2d 


Louisville, Feb. 24. 

“Separate Tables” at United 
Artists is the real bright spot on 
main stem this week. “‘Remarkable 
Mr. Pennypacker” at Rialto is only 
fair for dual bill. “10 Command- 
ments” at regular scale at Brown 
is solid. “Old Man and Sea” is okay 
in second. Competish from circus 
four days and week-long sports 
show is hurting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Fourth Ave.) (1,200; 50- 
$1) — “10 Commandments” (Par) 
(2d run). Shaping for solid $8,000. 
Last week. “Horse’s Mouth” (Lo- 
pert), $4,500. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 60-90) 
—‘“The Trap” (Par). Fair $4,000. 
Last week, “Silent Enemy”: (U) and 
“No Name On Bullet” (U), $5,000. 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,000; 
90-$1.25) — “Old Man and Sea” 
(WB) (2d wk). Okay $4,500 after 
last week’s $8,500. 

Rialto (Fourth Ave.) (3,000; 60- 
90\—“‘kemarkeble Mr. Pennypack- 
er’ (20th) and Alaskan Passage” 
(20th). Dual bill shaping for mild 
$7,000. “Pennvpacker” was adapted 
from book written by local woman, 
but this apnarently means little at 
local boxoffice. Last week “Sheriff 
of Fractured Jaw” (20th), $8,000. 

United Artists (UA) (3,000; 60- 
$1) — “Senarate Tables” (UA). 
Looms as bright spot currently 
with nice $9.000 or over in view. 
Last week. “I Want To Live” (UA) 
(2d wk), $5,500. 





of | $12,000. Last week, “Up Periscope” | 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week $548,000 
(Based on 21 theatres) 

Last Year 
(Based on 26 theatres) 


Tables’ Tall 226, 
Philly; ‘Seas 206 


Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

Below-freezing temperatures cut 
into weekend first-run biz here 
but a strong lineup of new entries | 
kited receipts at many locations. | 
“South Seas Adventure” shapes 
torrid at the Boyd opening session. 
Top newcomer, however, is “Sep- 
arate Tables,” wow at Midtown. 
“Hanging Tree” is rated-hep at the | 
Goldman. “Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer” looms brisk at.the Viking | 
opening round. “Auntie Mame” | 
still is flashy in eight frame at 
the Stanley. 

Estimates for This Week 

Arcadia (S&S) (536; 99-$1.80)— 
“Black Orchid” (Par) (3d _ wk). | 
Okay $7,000. Last week, $9,000. 

Boyd (SW-Cinerama) (1,480; | 
$1.10-$2.60)—“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama). Torrid $20,000. | 
Last week, “Windjammer” (NT) 
(16th wk), $25,000. 

Fox (National) (2,250; $1-$1.80)— | 
“Inn of Sixth Happiness” (20th) | 
(9th wk). Neat $9,000. Last 














$11,000. 
Goldman (Goldman) 


(1,200; 94- 
$1.49)—“Hanging Tree” (WB). Hep 





(WB), $10,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,200; $1.80) 
—“Separate Tables” (UA). Smash | 
,000, Last week, “South Pacific” | 
(Magna) (47th wk), $13,000. 

Randolph (Goldman) *1,250; 94- 
$1.83) — “Some Came Running” 
(M-G) (3d wk). Sturdy $14,000, Last 
week, $17,000, 

Stanley (SW) (2,900; 99-$1.80)— 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (8th wk). 
Flashy $15,000. Last week, $19,000. 

Stanton (SW) (1,483; 99-$1.49)— | 
“I Want to Live” (UA) (6th wk). | 
Down to good $6,800. Last week, | 
$9,000. 

Studio (Goldberg) (385; 95-$1.80) 
—“Girl in Bikini” (Indie) (34 wk). | 
Fair $3,500. Last week, $5,000. . | 

Viking (Sley) (1,000; 75-$1.49)— | 
“Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker” 
(20th). Hefty $10,000 or near. Last | 
week, “Roots of Heaven” (20th) | 
(3d wk), $6,000. 
World (Pathe) (604; 95-$1.80)— | 
“Horse’s Mouth” (UA) (Lopert) | 
(9th wk). Trim $3,500. Last week, | 
$4,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 99-$1.80) 
—‘Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G) (4th 
wk). Fair $2,700. Last week, $4,209. 


‘BELL’ BRISK $15,000, 
ST. L.; ‘TABLES’ 146, 2D 


St. Louis, Feb. 24. 

Looming as the big new comer 
this week is “Bell, Book and 
Candle” at the St. Louis. Continu- 
ing strong on -holdover are “Gigi” 
in a third frame at ‘Loew's and 
“Separate Tables,” especially sock 
in second at the Orpheum. “South 
Seas Adventure” goes into a 17 
week at the Ambassador and 
“South Pacific” builds up its lon- 
gevity record with a 45th stanza 
at the Pageant. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (Cinerama) (1,500; 
$1.20-$2.40) —“‘South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (17th wk), Big 
$6,000. Last week, $7,000. 

Apollo Art (Grace) (700; 90- 
$1.25) — “Panic in Parlor” (DCA) 
and “Eseapade” (DCA). Oke $3,000. 
Last week, “Circus of Love” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $2,000. 

Fox (Arthur) (5,000; 60-90)—“Up 
Periscope” (WB) and “Enchanted 
Island” (WB). Okay $16,000. Last 
week, “Remarkable Mr. Pennypac- 
ker” (20th) and “Whole Truth” 
(Col) (2d wk), $14,000. 

Loew's (Loew) (2,200; 60-90) — 
“Gigi” (M-G) (3d wk). Socko $12,- 
000. Last week, $16,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (1,900)—“Sepa- 
rate Tables” (UA) (2d wk). Sock- 
eroo $14,000. Last week, $16,500. 

Pageant (Arthur) (1,000; $1.80- 
$2.25) — “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
(45th wk). Pushed to stout $7,500. 
Last week, $5,000. 

Richmor:d (Arthur) (1,000; 60-90) 
—“Wee Gordie” (Indie) and “Ship 
Was Loaded” (Indie). Fair $1,500. 
Last week, last of International 
Film Fest pix, $1,200. 

St. Louis (Arthur) (3,600; 60-90) 
—‘“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col). Brisk 
$15,000. Last week, “Auntie Mame” 
(WB) (7th wk), $10,000. . 

Shady Oak (Arthur) (560; 60-90) 
— “Oedipus Rex” (MPD). Shady 
$1,500. Last week, “There’s Always 
Price” (Indie), $2,500. 


Tables Wow 186, 
Prov.; Flag’ $9,000 


Providence, Feb. 24. 

Long weekend holiday plus 
school week off for youngsters 
adding to fairly healthy grosses all 
around currently. Leading list is 
“Separate Tables,” smash at State. 
RKO Albee’s “7th Voyage of Sin- 
bad” looks hefty. Majestic’s “Rally 
Round Fiag, Boys” shapes nice. 
Strand is fair with fourth week of 
“Inn of Sixth Happiness.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 65-80)— 
“Seventh Voyage Sinbad” (Col) 
and “Naked Earth” (Col). Hefty 
$12,000. Last week, “Perfect Fur- 
lough” (U) and “Saga of Hemp 
Brown” (U) (2d wk), $5,000. 

Majestic (SW) (2,200; 75-$1)— 
“Rally Round Flag” (20th). Looks 
very nice $9,000. Last week, “Roots 
of Heaven” (20th) and “Blood 
Arrow” (U), $7,000. 

State (Loew) (3.200; 90-$1.25)— 
“Separate Tables” (UA). Upped 
scale helping to sock $18,000. Last 
week, “Last Time Saw Paris” (M-G) 
and “Somebody Likes Me” (M-G) 
(reissues), $7,000. 

Strand (National Realty) (2,200; 
90-$1.25)—“Inn of Sixth Happi- 
ness” (20th) (4th wk). Fair $5,000. 
Third was $7,000. 








Balto Bright; Beauty’ Boff $25,000; 
Tables’ Big 9146, 


Baltimore, Feb. 24. 

Setup here is on the brighter 
side this week. Helping to make | 
it that way are “Sleeping Beauty,” | 
which looks smash at the New: | 
“House on Haunted Hill,” big in | 
second at the Hipp and “Separate | 
Tables,” sockeroo in second at the | 
Town. | 

“Horse’s Mouth” continues hefty 
in ninth round at the Five West. 
On the slow side are “Remarkable | 
Mr. Pennypacker” which opened 
only fair at the Stanley and “Up | 
Periscope,” rated poor second at 
the Mayfair. “Auntie Mame” is| 
sturdy in ninth and final week at | 
the Century. 

Estimates for This Week | 

Century (R-F) (3,100; 50-$1.50)— | 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (9th wk). | 
Nice $6,000 after same in previous | 
week. 

Cinema (Schwaber) (460; 90-) 
$1,50)——“Marianne” (UMPO). Good! 
$3,000. Last week, “Circle” (Indie) 
(2d wk), $1,800. 

Five West (Schwaber) (460; 90- 
$1.50)—“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) ' 


Tables’ Smooth $25,000, Hub; Flag’ 


Torrid 18, Lacasta’ 20, 


Tree’ 146 


Boston, Feb. 24. 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 

This Week ........ $2,760,056 
(Based on 23 cities and 237 

theatres, chiefty first runs, in- 

cluding N.Y.) 

Last Year $2,491,600 
(Based on 21 cities and 230 

theatres.) 


Tables Big $9,000, 
Cincy; Flag’ 136 


Cincinnati, Feb. 24. 
Grosses are climbing this week 
at all Cincy first-runs. “Some 
Came Running,” is looming tall at 
the flagship Albee. Close by is 
“Rally Round Flag,” a rousing 
starter for first-run policy at sub- 
urban Valley in switch from long- 
runs. “I Want to Live” shapes 
good at Palace while “Separate 
Tables” is big at Keith’s. “Auntie 
Mame” lingers graciously in 
eighth week moveover to small 
Grand. “South Seas Adventure,” 
now the only hard-ticket offering, 
continues in fine status in 17th 
stanza at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 90-$1.25)— 
“Some Came Running” (M-G). 
Tall $15,000. Holds. Last week, 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (7t wk), at 
90-$1.50 scale, $8.500. 
Capitel (SW-Cinerama) (1,376; 
$1.20-$2.65)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (17th wk). Fine 
$14,000. Last week. $14,500. 





With hefty new product and the 
Feb. 22 holiday weekend, film biz 
is climbing here, exhibs saying it 
is best in months. Frigid weather 
has proved no bar. Newcomers are 
all good. Standout is “Separate 
Tables,” rousing at State. “Rally 
Round Flag, Boys” looms hotsy at 
the Astor. “Anna Lucasta” is biz 
at Memorial, “Hanging Tree” is 
rated good at Paramount. “I, 
Mobster” shapes slick at the Pil- 


m. 

“Auntie Mame” is setting a hold- 
over record at the Met with soar- 
ing biz in ninth frame. “Some 
Came Running” is holding torrid 
at the Orpheum for eighth week. 
“Horse’s Mouth” is big at the Capri 
in fourth round. “Sleeping Beauty” 
is terrifico in second at Gary, with 
lines for most performances. Hard 
ticket shows zoomed, with “Wind- 
jammer” very good in 27th round 
at the Boston and “South Pacific” 
sailing strong at Saxon in 46th 
week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,371; $1.25-$1.50) 
—‘“Rally Round Flag” (20th). Boff 
$18,000. Last week, “Inn Sixth 
Happiness” (20th) (8th wk), $7,000. 

Beacon Hill (Sack) (678; $1-$1.50) 


—“Gigi” (M-G) (8th wk). Bright 
$9,000. Last week, ditto. 

Boston (SW-Cinerama) (1,354; 
$1.25-$2.65)—“Windjammer” (NT) 


(27th wk). Big $17,000. Last week, 
same. 

Capri ‘Sack) (1,150; 90-$1.50)— 
“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) (4th wx). 
Snappy $12,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,376; 75-$1.25).— 
“Pather Panchali” (Indie) (2d wk), 
First week, good $6,000. 

Fenway (Indie) (1,376; 75-$1.25) 
—*Sinners” (Indie) and “Tempest 
in Flesh” (Indie). Mild $2,000. Last 
week, “Escapade” (DCA) and 
“Every Second Counts” (Indie), 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 90-$1.50)— | $3,000 


“Auntie Mame” (WB) (m.o.). 

Sweet $7,500 and holds for ninth 

downtown week, nearing Cincy 

first-run record set by “The Robe” 

(20th). Last week, “Anna Lucasta” 

(UA) (2d wk), at 90-$1.25 scale, 
) 

Keith’s (Shor) (1,500; 90-$1.25)— 
“Separate Tables” (UA). Big 
$9,000 or near. Last week, 
“Stranger in Arms” (U), $6,200. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 90-$1.25)— 
“I Want to Live” (UA). Good 
$10,000. Last week, “Perfect 
Furlough” (U),; $9,500. 

Valley (Wiethe) (1.200; $1-$1.50) 
—‘“Rally Round Flag” (20th). Hot- 
sy $13,000 kickoff for this subur- 
ban deluxer’s first-run policy. Pa- 
triotic midwest preem, tribute to 
Will Rogers. Rave reyiews. 
week, “South Pacific” 
(42d wk-5 days), at 
scale, $7,200. 


Tree’ Stalwart $11,000, 
Mpls. ‘Pennypacker’ OK 
66, ‘Flag’ Fancy 96, 2d 


Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

Two out of three current new 
bills, “The Hanging Tree” and “Re- 
markable Mr. Pennypacker,” look 
important. The former, with Gary 
Cooper-Maria Schell, shapes potent 
while “Pennypacker” shapes solid 
at 1,000-seat Gopher. 

Holdovers again make their pres- 
ence felt strongly. It’s the 35th 
and 15th week, respectively, for 
the hard-ticket high - stepping 


(Magna) 
$1.50-$2.50 








Hill Lofty 106, 2d 


(9th wk). Good $2,000 after $2,100 


in eighth. 

Hippodrome (R-F) (2,300; 50- 
$1.25) — “House on Haunted Hill” 
(AA) (2d wk). Big $10,000 after 


$17,000 in opener. 

Little (R-F) (300; 50-$1.25) — 
“Henry V” (Rank) (reissue) (2d wk). 
Dull $1,300 after $1,800 in first. 

Mayfair (R-F) (900; 50-$1.25) — 
“Up Periscope” (WB) (2d wk). Poor 
$4,000 after $4,600 for first. 

New (R-F) (1,600; 50-$1.50) — 
“Sleeping Beauty” (BV). Giant 
$25,000. Last week, “Stalag 17” 
(Par) and “Place in Sun” (Par) 
(reissues), $4,500. 

Playhouse (Schwaber) (460; 90- 
$1.50)—“Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Nice $3,200 after same for 
second. 

Stanley (R-F) (3,200; 50-$1.25) — 
“Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker”’ 
(20th). Only fair $7,000. Last week, 


“South Pacific” and “Windjammer” 
and the fourth for “My Uncle.” 
The Uptown, with “Horse’s Mouth,” 
rounding out a splendid St. Louis 
Park theatre $1.25 advanced ad- 
mission firstrun, is good in fourth 
stanza. Sub-zero temperatures hurt 
this round and bulk of patronage 
still was crowded into the weekend. 
Estimates for This Week 
Academy (Mann) (947: $1.50- 
$2.65) — “South Pacific” (Magna) 
(35th wk). Final fortnight and 
there’s the expected last-minute 
rush to catch this one. Looks wow 
$15,000 in final nine days. Last 
week, $11,000. 
Century (S-W) (1,150; $1.75-/| 
$2.65)—“Windjammer” (NT) (15th | 
wk). A real winner here. Great 
$15,000. Last week, $16,000. 
Gopher (Berger) (1,000; 85-$1)—- 
“Remarkable Mr. _Pennypacker” 
(20th). Weil-liked comedy doing | 
okay despite some lukewarm or | 
worse reviews. Solid $6,000. Last | 
week, “Perfect Furlough” (U) (4th 





“Bell, Book, Candle” (Cel) (3d wk), 
$5,000. 

Town (R-F) (1,125; 50-$1.50) — 
“Separate Tables” (UA) (2d wk). | 
Smash $9,500 after $11,500 in first. | 


wk), $4,200. 

Lyric (Par) (1.000; 90-$1.25)— 
“Rally Around Flag” (20th) (2d 
wk). Smash $9,000. Last week, | 
$15,000. 

RKO Orpheum (RKO) (2.800; 


85-$1)—“Hanging Tree” (WB). Cast 


Gary (Sack) (1,240; 90-$1.50)— 
“Sleeping Beauty” (BV) (2d wk). 
Wham $35,000. Last week, $22,000. 

Kenmore (Indie) (700; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Times Gone By” (Indie) and 
“Boot Polish” (Indie). Good $7,000. 
Lastweek, $8,000. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,000; 60-$1.1) 
—“Anna Lucasta” (UA) and “Escort 
West” (UA). Hotsy $20,000. Last 
week, “Perfect Furlough” (U) and 
“Money, Women, Gun” (U) (3d wk), 
$11,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,357; 70- 
$1.10)—“‘Auntie Mame” (WB) (9th 





Last | 


wk). Strong $16,000. Last week, 
same. 

Paramount (NET) (2,357; 70- 
$1.10)—“‘Uanging Tree” (WB) and 
“Up in Smoke” (Indie). Good 
$14,000. Last week, “Trap” (Par) 
j}and “Tokyo After Dark” (Par), 
$12,000. 


Pilgrim (ATC) (1,000; 60-$1.10)— 
“I, Mobster” (20th) and “Dangerous 
Exile” (Rank). Big $9,000. Last 
week, “Geisha Boy” (Par) (2d run) 
and “Enchanted Island” (WB), 


$5,000. 

Saxon (Sack) (1,000; $1.50-$3.50) 
=—*South Pacific” (Magna) (46th 
oon Sock $15,000. Last week, 


000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (730; 75-$1.25) 
—*“Girl on 3rd Floor” (Indie) and 
“Flesh and Desire” (Indie). Good 
$4,000. Last week, “Africa in 
Flames” (Indie) and “Lash of the 
Penitentes” (Indie), $3,000. : 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 90-$1.50) 
—‘“Some Came Running” (M-G) 
(8th wk). Fine $13,000. Last week, 
$13,000. 

State (Loew) (2,600; 75-$1.25)— 
“Separate Tables” (UA)..Whopping 
$25,000. Last week, “Dunkirk” 
{(M-G) and “Lady of Vengeance” 
(Indie), $10,000. 


‘JOURNEY’ HOTSY 146, 
CLEVE; ‘TONKA’ 156 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 
Grosses here are beginning» to 
climb, with past weekend take the 
strongest of the season. Both 
“Tonka” at the Hipp and “Jour- 
ney” at State are doing remarkably 








well for newcomers. “Bell, Book 

and Candle” is rated good in sec- 

ond at Stillman. Both “South Pa- 

cific” and “South Seas Adventure” 

are running ahead of last weeks. 
: Estimates for This Week 





Allen (SW) (3.800; 85-$1.50) — 
“Bell, Book, Candle” (Cel) (2d wk). 
Good $11,000. Last week, $16,500. 

Continental Art ‘Art Theatre 
Guild) (850; $1.25) “Seventh 
Seal” (Indie) (reissue). Fair $1,100. 
Last week, “Escapade” (Indie) and 
“Hulot’s Holiday” (Indie), $1,000. 

Heights Art (Art Theatre Guild) 
(925; $1.25) — “Horse’s Mouth” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Excellent $6,000. 
Last week, $7,800. 

Hippodrome (Tclem’t (3.700; 75- 





(Continued on page 18) 
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Detroit B.0. In High Gear; ‘Tree’ 
Sturdy 166, ‘Pennypacker’ Nice 
$16,000, Tables’ Smash 206, 2d 


Detroit, Feb, 24. 

Downtown business continues 
lusty as strong, new product teams 
up with big holdovers for excellent 
showings. “Hanging Tree” shapes 
good at the Palms. “Remarkable 
Mr. Pennypacker” looks hotsy at 
the Fox. “Screaming Skull” is do- 
ing okay at Broadway-Capitol. 

The real leader, however, {is 
“Separate Tables” rated sensa- 
tional in second week at the Madi- 
son. “Perfect Furlough” is nice in 
second. “South Seas Adventure” 
stays wham in 21st week at the 
Music Hall. 

“Some Came Running” holds 
stout in eighth week at the Adams. 
“South Pacific” is rated lofty in 
46th week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 90- 
$1.25)—“Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer” (20th). Hotsy $16,000 for 
Clifton Webb comedy. Last week, 
“Rally Round Flag” (20th) (2d wk), 


11,000. 
Michigan (United Detroit) (4- 
000; $1.25-$1.49)—“Perfect Fur- 


lough” (U) and “Silent Enemy” 
(Rank) (2d wk). Good $12,006 or 
near. Last week, $15,000. 

Palms (UD) (2,961; 90-$1.25)— 
“Hanging Tree” (WB) and “En- 
chanted Island” (WB). Good $16,- 


000 or over. Last week, “Up Peri- 
scope 
Terror” (U), $11,700. 

Madison (UD) (1,900; $1.25-$1.49) 
—‘“Separate Tables” (UA) (2d wk). 
Sensational $20,000 or close, Last 
week, $24,000. 

Broadway-Capitel (UD) (3,500; 
90-$1.25)—“‘Screaming Skull” (AI) 
and “Terror From Year 5,000” 
(Al. Okay $15,000. Last week, “I, 
Mobster” (20th), $16,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,667; $1.25- 
$3)—“South Pacific’ (20th) (46th 
wk). Swell $14,000. Last week, 


(Balaban) (1,700; $i.25- 
$1.50) —“‘Some Came Running” 
(M-G) ‘8th wk). Stout $7,500. Last 
week, $8,500. 

Music Hall (SW-Cinerama) (1,- 
208; $1.50-$2.65)—“‘South Seas Ad- 
venture” (Cinerama) (21st wk). 
Wham $19,000. Last week, $19,200. 

Trans-Lux Krim (Trans-Lux) (1,- 
000; $1.49-$1.65)—“The Crucible” 


(Kings). Good $4,000. Last week, 
“Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G) (2d 
wk), $4,300). 





‘Stranger’ Neat $10,000, 
Toronto; ‘Tables’ Boffo 
166, Flag’ 126 in 2d 


Toronto, Feb. 24. 

Only major newcomer is 
“Stranger in My Arms,” doing tor- 
rid trade at Uptewn. Holdovers are 
leading the city’s biz, with notably 
big returns for “Auntie Mame” in 
sixth stanza at Imperial. Me oo tw 
Tables” shapes great in second at 
Loew’s. “Rally Round Flag, Boys” 
looks fine im second. “Horse's 
Mouth” iooms hefty in third stanza. 
“South Seas Adventure,” in 13th 
frame, is showing an upsurge over 
previous week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Carlton (Rank) (2,518; 75-$1. 
—‘“Rally Round Flag” (20th) ( 
wk). Fine $12,000. Last. week, 
$14,000. 

Downtown, Glendale, Prince *z 
Wales, State (Taylor) (1,059. 996: 
1,200; 694: 50-75)—“Eserz¢ West” 
(UA) and “Enchapted Island” 
(WB). NSG $12,000. Last week, “I 
Mobster” (20th) and “Intent to 
Kill” (20th), $15.000. 

Fairlawn (Rank) (1,165; $1 
—‘“Madame Butterfly” (Indie) (3d 
wk). Slipping to oke $4, Last 
week, $7,500. 

Hollywood (FP) (1,080; $1-$1.25) 
—‘“Inn of Sixth Happiness” (20th) 
(7th wk). Okay $6,000. Last week, 
same. 

Hyland (Rank) 
“Horse’s Mouth” (UA) (3d wk). 
Splendid $8,000. Last 000. 

Imperial (FP) (3.343; 75-$1.25)— 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (6th wk). On 
increase over last w wham 
$17,000. Last week, $16,500. 

International (Taylor) (557; 
$1.25) — “Gigi” (M-G) (30th wk). 
Fine $3,500. Last week, $4.000. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,098; 75-$1.25) 

(Continued on page 18) 





" (WB) and “Step Down to $8 


Orpheum 
$1.75-$2.65)—“‘South Seas 


(1.057; $1) —}$1.25) — 


as 


Tables’ Tops Indpls. At 
$10,000; ‘Tree’ Good 86 


Indianapolis, Feb. 24. 

Trade is fairly brisk this week 
at all first-runs. “Auntie Mame” 
still is boxoffice leader in third 
stanza at Keith’s. However, “Sep- 
arate Tables” is smash and ace 
newcomer at Loew’s. It will hold. 

Tree” at Circle looks 
good, “Anna Lucasta” at Indiana, 
shapes mild. 

Estimates for This Week 
oon Hanging Tree” (WB) and 
90)—“ g Tree’ 

“No Place to Lend” (Rep). Good 
$8,000. Last week, “Trap” (Par) 
and “When Hell Broke Loose” 
(Par), $6,000. 

Indiana (C-D) (3,200; 75-90)—- 
“Anna Lucasta” (UA) and “Guns 
Girls and Gangsters” (UA). 
$7,000. Last week, “The Spider” 
(AD and “Barin Eaters” (AI, 


$6,500. 

Keith’s (C-D) (1,300; 90-$1.25)-- 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (2d wk). 
Great $11,000. Last week, $13,500. 

Loew’s (Loew) (2,427; 75-90)— 

“Separate Tables” (UA). Solid 
Siena. Last week, “Party Girl’ 

M-G) and “Decks Ran Red” (M-G), 


000. 

Lyric (C-D) (850; $1.25-$2.20)-—— 
“South Pacific” (Magna) (44th wk). 
Fast $8,500. Last week, $8,000. 


Bell Bangup 186, 
Frisco; ‘Tree’ 136 


San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
First-runs loom strong here cur- 
rently. “Bell, Book and Candle” 
is rated smash 


aX stanza at 
the St. Francis. “The Jour- 
ney” and “Hanging Tree” look 





ng Beauty” 
is smash in second round at the 
Coronet via juve trade. “Separate 
Tables” looms big in second United 
Artists frame. 
Estimates for This Week 
Golden Gate (RKO) (2,859; $1.25) 
“Never Steal ing Small” 
(U) 1 ane Mem ye oo ye A oy Fair 


close. Last “Ni 
<4 On Bullet” (U) oa “shent | 
Enemy” (U), $10,300. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; " $1.25-$1. 50)— 

Pennypacker” 

” (20th). 

“Rally 

and “Lone 
Texan” (20th) (3d wk), $8,500 


Warfield (Loew) (2,656; 90-$1.25) 
— Ayn (M-G). Smooth 
000. Last week 


and “Chain Of Evidence” (AA) (2d 


$8,000. 

Paramount (Par) (2.646; 90-$1.25) 
—“Hanging Tree” (WB) and “Man 
Or Gun” (WB). Lively $13,000 or 
better. Last 


Francis $1.25- 
$1.50)—“Bell. Book, Candle” (Col). 
Smash $18.000. Last week. “Auntie 
Mame” (WB) (7th wk), $10,000. 

(SW-Cinerama) (1,456; 
4 
ture” (Cinerama) (13th wk). Fine 
$19.000. Last week. $21,500. 
United Artists (No. Coast) (1.207 
90-$1.25)—“‘Sevarate Tables” (U A) 
(2d wk). Bie $11,000 or close. Last 


week, $15,000. 
Staredoor (A-R) (440: a .25-$3) 
— “Gigi” (M-G) (33d Sock 


38.300." 
(Hardy-Parsons) (774; 
= page ye Of Youth” 
Indie wk). Good $3,500. Last 
week, $3,300. 


Vogue (S. F. Theatres) (364; 
“Seventh Seal” (Indie) 
(14th wk). Oke $2,000 in 4 days. 
Last week, 
(United California) 
(1.170; “South 


$1 ae Pa- 

cific” (Magna) (34th wk). Fancy 
$12.000. Last week. $11,000. 

Coronet (United California) 

(1,250; $1.49-$1.75) — “Sleeping 

Beautv” (BV) (2d wk). Smash 





pony topping opening weck’s 


$14,- 
Party Girl” (M-G) 000 


‘USNEY “BEAUTY 
IN 596 OPENER 


Despite snow and rain Monday, 
when Washington’s Birthday was 
officially observed, Broadway first- 
run theatres are being benefitted 
by the long holiday weekend mak- 
ing the current session the bright- 
est in many weeks. Some new, 
strong screen fare natur 
proving helpful. Initial week of 
“Sleeping Beauty,” which drew 
thousands of youngsters to the 
Times Square area, helped other 
situations. “ ‘Beauty” is winding its 
first week with wow $59,000 at the 
Criterion, with a $1.25 tap for 
kiddies much of time boos 
total. 

“The Journey” with new stage- 
show looks to finish its init 
round - the Music Hall with a 

sock 65,000. arkable Mr> 
Penn ennypacker” is heading for a fair 

in opening stanza at the 

sacle “Last Mile” looks to 

land mild $13,500 in first week at 
the Victoria. 

Champion leng-runner, “Sepa- 
rate Tables” 
smash $25,500 in current (10th) 
session at the Astor and $10,500 in 
same week at the Normandie. Sec- 
ond stanza of “Hanging Tree” and 
stageshow at the 3 wound up 
with a good $68,000 

“Never Steal Anything Small” 
concluded its first holdover session 
at the Capitol with a m 
000. “Gigi” continued great with 
$19,100 in 16th stanza at the arty 
Sutton. “My Uncle” still is smash 
at $7.400 in 16th week also, at the 
arty Baronet. 

“Rally Round Flag. Bovs” is fin- 
tshing its ninth round at the Palace 
with an okay $13,500. “Bell. Book 
“and Candle” looks like good $10,- 
300 in ninth at the Odeon. - 

“Black Orchid” is continuing 
smash at $12,000 in second stanza 
at the Plaza. “Horse’s Mouth” 
ended the 15th rewnd at the Paris 
with a stout $12.800. 

“South Seas Adventure,” which 
broke all marks for the day on 
Sunday (22) at the Warner, had 
completed its 31st week there with 
a nice $21,200. It started its 32d 
round Sunday. “South Pacific” 
completed its 20th session with an 
upped $21,200 at the Rivoli, land- 
ing this solid figure via extra 
shows. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (City Inv.) (1,094; 75-$2)— 
“Separate Tables” (UA) (10th wk). 
This session winding up today 
(Wed.) looks to climb to sock $25,- 
500. Ninth week, $21,000. 

Baronet (Reade) (430; $1.25-$2) 
— “My Uncle” (Cont) (17th wk). 
The 16th week finished Sunday (22) 
was sturdy $7,400. The 15th week, 
$7,800. “The Law Is the Law” 
(Cont) opens March 10. 

Beekman (R&B) (590; $1.20- 
$1.75)—“He Who Must Die” (Kass- 
ler) (9th wk). Eighth round ended 
| Saturday (21) was sturdy $10,400. 
Seventh week, $11,900. 

Capitel (Loew) (4,820; $1-$2.50)— 
“Never Steal Anything Small” (U) 
(3d-final wk). Second week ended 
last night (Tues.) was modest $20,- 

after $31,000 for opener. 
“Night of ae Moon” M-G) 


opens March 4 

Criterion (Moss) (1,671; _ $1.25- 
$2.50) — “Sleeping Beauty” (BV) 
(24 wk). First session ended last 
night (Tues.) was mighty $59,000 
or near. Looks in for run. Long 
lines at matinees over weekend, 
with $1.25 tap for juveniles spells 
this great total. Set new house 
record on Saturday for pol and 
hit new matinee high f 

Fine Arts (Davis) (468; ost 80) 
Book, Candle” (Col) (9th 
This stanza finishing today 
looks like nice $6,100. 
Eighth was ae. “Two-headed 

March 2. 


a is due in 
th St. Playhouse (Moss) 4 
$1 ret 80) — “Miracle of 
(Continued on page 18) 








Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net; Le., 
without usual tax. Distrib- 
utors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 








ting} at the Broadway. “Gigi” 


looks to climb to $8, 





New Product Perking Chi; ‘Journey’ 
Hefty $36,000, ‘Tree’ Sockeroo 236, 
Beauty’ Boff BNC, 2d, ‘Running’ 28G 





‘Tree’ Good With $7,000, 
Port.; ‘Furlough’ 66, 2d 


Portland, Ore., Feb. 24. 

Biz continues in high gear at 
many first-runs here currently but 
there are some soft spots. “Auntie 
Mame” still is robust in ninth week 
moves 
into a 27th inning at the Guild. 
“Perfect Furlough” stays fast in 
second round at Paramount. 
“Hanging Tree” looms good at the 
Fox but “Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer” is only fair at Orpheum. 





Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1.890; $1-| 
$1.50)—“Auntie Mame” (WB) (9th | 
wk). Fancy $9,000. Last week, 


Fox (Evergreen) (1.536; $1-$1.49) | 
—‘“Hanging Tree” (WB) and “10 
Days To Tulara” (UA). Good 
$7,000.. Last week, “Submarine 
Seahawk” (AI) and “Paratroop 
Command” (AI), $6,30. 

Guild (Indie) (400; $1-$1.50) — 
“Gigi” (M-G) (27th wk). Sturdy 
$4,000. Last week, $4,200 

(Evergreen) (dy 600; $1- 
$1.49) — “Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
packer” (20th) and “Showdown At 
Boot Hill” (20th). Fair $6,000. Last 
week, “Last Mile” (UA) and “Last 
City Of Gold” (UA), $6,000. 

t (Port-Par) (3,400; $1- 
$1.50)—“Perfect Furlough” (U) and 
“Kathy-O” (U) (2d wk). Fast $6,000 
or close. Last week, $7,800. 








Tables’ Pitt Ace, 
206; Mame’ ZAG 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 


The new standout this week is 
“Separate Tables,’ socko at Penn 
while the continuing special is. 
“Auntie Mame,” which continues 
to chalk up another ‘record every | 
day at the Stanley. “Bell, Book 
and Candle” is doing well enough | 
on holdover at Harris to rate a) 
third stanza. It will be just one| 
week and out for “Remarkable Mr. | 
Pennypacker” at Fulton. Roadshow 
pix, “Cinerama South Seas Adven- | 
ture” at Warner and “South Pa-} 
cific” at Nixon, are picking up a bit. | 
“Horse’s Mouth” at Squirrel Hill 
remains strong in fourth session. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 80-$1.25)— 
“Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker” 
(20th). Sharply divided notices and 
little business. Fair $5,000 at best. 
Last week, “Perfect Furlough” (U) 
(3d wk), $5,500 

Guild (Green) (500; 99-$1. 25)— | 
“Mitsou” (Indie) and “Naked Eye” 
(Indie) (2d wk). Another big week- 
end insures $2,250, very good. Last 
week, $3,000. 


| 





Harris ‘Harris) (2.165; 80-$1.25) | 
—“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col) (2d | 
wk). Should come c'ose to $8,000, | 
nice and enough to keep it around. | 
Last week, $11,000. 

Nixon (Rubin) (1,500; $1.50-$3)— 
“South Pacific’ (Magna) (rerun) | 
(9th wk). Closing notices producing | 

some action again. Up to oke $6,500. 
‘us week, $6,000. 

Penn (UA) (3,300: 90-$1.50)— 
“Separate Tables” (UA). Fine re- 
views and lots of marquee strength | 
turning the trick. Heading for rous- | 
ing $20,000; will hold. Last week, 
“Anna Lucasta” (UA), $10,000. 

Squirrel Hill (SW) (900; 99-$1.25) 

—“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) (4th| 
wk). Still plenty okay at $3,800. | 
Last week, $4.800. 

Stanley (SW) (3,800; 99-$1.50)— 
“Auntie Mame” (WB) (8th wki. | 
Breaking every record in_ history | 
of house. Previous run mark held | 

“Sayonara” (WB) with 45 days. | 
is way past that and 
end isn’t in sight. Walloping $12,- 


500, very little drop from last | 
week’s $13,000 
Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,500; | 


$1.20-$2.40)—“South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (9th wk). After 
a slight drop, a minor pickup again, 
which is encouraging. It'll be okay | 
$10,500 after last week's $10,000. ' 


| at the Omaha, is e 


| looks only fairish. Holdovers 
| Periscope” 


| rounds. 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Despite Lent, blockbusters are 
givign first-runs here amazingly 
hep trade this round. Initialer of 
“The Journey” is rated a hefty 
$36,000 at the Oriental. Roosevelt's 
“Hanging Tree” expects a big 
$23,000. “Devil’s Daughter” and 
“The Adulteress” should lure a 
great $8,500 at the Capri. 

“Around World in 80 Days” is 
headed for a wow $100,000 gross 
at six houses in first week playing 
outlying run here, It is on con- 
tinuous non-reserved seat run. Pie 
recently ended 99-week  hard- 
ticket stand in Loop. 

“Sleeping Beauty” shapes boff 
in State-Lake second session. 
“Some Came Running” is galloping 
to fancy coin in third Woods 
lround. Fifth week of “Auntie 
Mame” shapes exciting at the Chi- 
cago while “Black Orchid” is 
nee fancy in second Esquire 


fra 

“Rally Round Flag, Boys” is fig- 
ured nice in third stanza at United 
Artists. World's second sesh of 
“Capt. von Koepenick” looms 
solid. 

Of the hard-ticket pix, “South 
Seas Adventure” is sturdy for 
22d Palace canto. “Gigi” is col- 
lecting dandy coin for 33d and 
final round at Todd’s Cinestage. 
“South Pacific’ shapes brisk in 
48th week at McVickers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capri (Dowd) (585; $1.25-$1.50) 
—"Adulteress” (Times) and “Dev- 
il’s Daughter” (Times). Smash 
$8,500. Last week, reissues. 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 90-$1.80) 
—*“Auntie Mame” (WB) (5th wk). 


Happy ‘$38,000. Last week, 
$43,000. 

Esquire (H&E Balaban) (1,350; 
$1.50)—“Black Orchid” (Par) (2d 


wk). Exciting $16,500. Last week, 
Exe os $14,500. Last week, 


Garrick (B&K) (850; 90-$1.25)— 
“Last Mile” (UA) (2d wk). Mild 
$6,000. Last week, $11,000. 

Leop (Telem’t) (606; 90-$1.50)— 
“Tom Thumb” (M-G) (10th wk). 
Nice $6,500. Last week, $7,200. 

Mc Vickers (JL&S) (1,580; $1.25- 
$3.30) — “South Pacific’ (Magna) 
(48th wk). Nice $16,500. Last week 


$16,000. 

Monroe (Jovan) (1,000; 65-90)— 
“Badman’s Country” (WB) and 
“Manhunt in Jungle” (WB). Okay 
$5,600. Last week, “Frankenstein's 
Daughter” (Indie) and “Missile to 
Moon” (Indie), £5,800. 

Oriental (Indie) (3.400; 90-$1.50) 
—“The Journey” (M-G). Hefty 

(Continued on page 18) 





Omaha Picking Up; Tree’ 


Ragged $7,509, ‘Pacific’ 
Plump 936, 18, ‘Moon’ 4G 


Omaha, Feb. 24. 
we and balmy weather, plus 
ashington’s Birthday over the 
be gave downtown first-runs 
a break; hence, biz is on the up- 
beat this stanza. “Hanging Tree” 
ially hot. 
“Last Blitzkrieg” at the —~. 
“Up 
at the Orpheum and 
“Night of Quarter Moon” at the 
State are softening in second 
Hard-ticket “South Paci- 
fic” still is great at the Cooper in 
18th session. 


Estimates for This Week 





Brandeis (Cooper) (694; 90)— 
“Last Blitzkreig” (Col) and “Mur- 
der Reported” (Col). Fairish $3,- 
000. Last week, “Senior Prom” 
(Col), $1,900. 

Cooper (Cooper) (708; $1.50- 
2.20) — “South. Pacific’ (Magna) 


(18th wk). Brisk $9,500. Last week, 
$9,000. 

Omaha ‘Tristates) (2,066; 75- $1) 
—‘“Hanging Tree” (WB) and “En- 
chanted Island” (WB). Rousin 
$7,500. Last week, “Bend of Rive 
(U) and “World In His Arms” (U) 
(reissues), $4,500. 

Orpheum (Tristates) (2,980; 75- 
$1)—“Up Periscope” (WB) (2d wk). 
Drooping to lean $6,500 after $8,- 
500 bow. 

State (Cooper) (850; 90)—“Night 
of Quarter Moon” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Fair $4,000. Last week, $6,500. 
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YANKS’ ITALIAN TAX-BACKACHE 





German Export Biz to New High But 
Big Foreign Film Takeout Annoys 





By HAZEL GUILD 
Frankfurt, Feb. 17. 

German film producers, who are 
constantly crying in their good 
German beer over business, 
have one bright memory about 
1958 grosses. During the first nine 
months of last year, German film 
exports were up to a new high of 
18,973,000 marks (about $4,500,000) 
with an anticipated total of about 
24,000,000 marks (nearly $6,000,- 
000) for the whole year. And of 
the total foreign grosses, about 
$3,150,000 have already been trans- 
ferred back to German accounts. 

Export business of German films 
to the U.S. and Great Britain con- 
tinues to constitute one of the 
major problems of the German film 
industry, it’s felt here. Dr. Guen- 
ther Schwartz, head of the German 
Export Union, maintains this at- 
titude. Problem continues to be 
that foreigners (led, of course, by 
the U.S.) take so much money out 
of this country. 

In the first nine months of 1958, 
foreign companies made about 
92,000,000 marks ($23,090,000) on 
their films in Germany with a 
total expected by 1958 end of 
120,000,000 marks ($30,000,000), 
This is an increase from the total 
takeout of Germany for 1957 of 
$27,000,000. 

Money was split up, with the 
US, getting the biggest portion or 
$9,600,000. Austria followed with 
$4,700,000, while Great Britain 
and colonies, with $2,400,000, was, 
fourth best. This seemingly high 
figure for England is explained by 
the fact that its take includes the 
grosses on the most successful 
foreign film for the year in Ger- 
many, “Bridge on River Kwai 
(Col). which is ranked as an Eng- 
lish film. 

Producers Say It’s Unfair 

“Turnabout’s fair play” isn’t be- 
ing practiced, maintain the German 
producers, shaking a finger at the 
U.S. and England. What’s the point 
in giving the foreigners an ex- 
pected $30,000,000 of German cin- 
ema business in exchange for 
$6,000,000 of German pix receipts 
in other lands, they argue. 

Scandinavian lands import just 
about as many German pix as 


Great Britain, Dr. Schwartz 
charges. Three lands behind the 
Iron Curtain — Hungary, Poland 


and Czechoslévakia, also played 
German films last year. Breaking 
into English-speaking market is 
the most difficult, Schwartz claims. 
Sub-titling is not acceptable, dub- 
bing is costly. 

The German Export Union {fs 
hoping for about 175,000 marks 
($43,750) of aid from the West 
German federal government dur- 
ing this year to broaden its activi- 
ties. It plans a German film pub- 
licity book to be printed in English, 
French and Spanish. ; 

Germany, like the U.S., will ‘con- 
siderably reduce the number of 
film fests which it enters this year, 
confirms Schwartz. Last hom 
Germans participated in 21 
vals. This year, it will send films 
only to those at Cannes, Berlin and 
Venice. 


$3,000,000 Warwick Pic 
To Get Yugoslav Money 


London, Feb. 17. 

“The Long Ships,” one of the 
major entries on Warwick -Films 
schedule for 1959, will be made as 
a co-production with a Yugoslav 
studio. It is budgetted at around 
$3,000,000 and the Yugoslav part- 
ners will put up most of their 50% 
investment in studios and services. 
Due to go into production in the 
summer, it will be lensed in Tech- 
nirama with Stereo sound. It is 
based on Frans Bengtsson’s story 
of a pirate shanghaied by the Vik- 
ings. 

Warwick’s program for the year 
begins this month with the filming 
of “Adamson of Africa” on loca- 
tion. Robert Taylor stars. Richard 
Thorpe is directing. The pic is an 
adaptation of “African Bush,” the 
novel by J. A. Hunter and Dan 
Mannix. 











Housewife-Impresario 


s 


US-ltalo Pact 


Rome, Feb. 17. 

Although the Italian film indus- 
try’s legislative situation is plenty 
confused because of the recent 
change in government (which 
means change in policy, etc., by 
the government unde in 
charge of the sector), this is not 
seen affecting the recently out- 
lined Yank-Italian film agreement, 
local observers say. Felt here that 
thére should be no hitches in this 
respect, and that the pact will fie 
officialized soon after the new un- 
dersecretary takes office. 

Now that the previous Undersex- 
retary (Socialist), Egidio Ariosto is 
about to be replaced by a (siill un- 
named) Christian Democrat, the 
Italo industry is wondering wheth- 
er its many problems will continue 
to be adjourned as before or if 
some definite action will be taken 
by the incumbent. 

Various major problems remain 
unsolved, among them an admis- 
sion tax reduction scheme felt vi- 
tal for exhib survival in this coun- 
try; a new or extended film aid 
we and a new censorship 
aw. 
Observers predict that a return 
of the Christian Democrats means 


a end to recent relatively 
eased “procedure here, 
which had allowed some previously 


: ” items to pass, both 
in pie and legit sectors. 


Mexico City Cinema B.0. 
Upped to $15.956.343 In 
”58; Attendance 76 Mil. 


<2 Mexico City, Feb. 17. 
_Metropolitan cinemas of all cate- 
gories chalked up a 199,454,289 
pesos ($15,956.343.12) boxoffice 
take during 1958. The Department 
of Economy’s General Statistics 





‘Bureau, source for the figures, re- 


vealed that total attendance was 
slightly over 76,000,000 persons. 

With this capital having approx- 
imately 4,500,000 inhabitants now, 
this means the average cinema 
patron visited the pix theatre 12 
times in a year. 

Actual number of boxoffice tick- 
ets sold was 76,754,716. Monthly 
boxoffice receipts ran an average 
of 16 million pesos ($1,280,000), 
with monthly attendance figures 
running around 6,400,000 for the 
133 cinemas in this city Boxoffice 
receipts in 1958 showed a gain of 
nearly 20 million pesos ($1,600,000) 
as compared with the previous 
year. 


(PAUL 1ODEADLINE 
TO WNSELL IDEA 


What complicates 

the double taxation treaty between 
the U.S. and Italy didn’t go into 
effect until January of 1956. There 
are indications that the Italian 
Ministry is, even at this moment, 
working on that very year, which 
has the distribs saying that they 
don’t benefit by the eae. 


If the tax rap sticks, the com- 
bined annual tax burden for the 
Yanks could run close to $2,500,000 
annually. The matter of the corp- 
orate tax has been taken up by 
the U.S. Embassy in Rome, which 
is said to be in a cooverative mood. 
The problem is taking the atten- 
tion of the MPEA’s foreign finan- 
cial and tax committee under Her- 
bert Erlanger these days. Group is 
working with Alec Manson, the As- 
sociation’s Italian manager, who in 
turn is doing liaison work with the 
Embassy. 

The corporation tax is not a new 
one, nor is it particularly aimed at 
the American film companies. How- 
ever, the tax claim was recently 
reactivated as part of an overall 
Italian government policy of try- 
ing to get cash to help balance its 
top-heavy budget. The companies 
have had several warnings on the 
tax, but didn’t pay much attention 
to them. They have now appealed 
to a special commission, arguing 
that the tax was imposed arbitrar- 
ily. Technical deficiencies in the as- 
sessment also have been cited. 

The Ministry agreed that there 
were sufficient grounds for hear- 





ing an appeal. The Americans, in 
| turn, are hopeful that, during the 
“grace” period, the Italians will 
| moderate their attitudes in respect 
| to the status of the local US. com- 
| panies, on the question of whether 
| or not they’re permanent establish- 
ments. : 





| H’wood Films Set New 


Copenhagen, Feb. 17. 

Since American films again are 
being shown in Denmark af-er a 
pause of about two years or until 
standard rental of 30% was raised 
to a sliding scale rent with 36% 
as minimum, Hollywood product 
has set up many record. longrun 
marks in Copenhagen theatres. 

Last year the champs were 
“Bridge of River Kwai” (Col) at 
the Saga and “War and Peace” 
(Par) at the Paladsteastret. But 
many other American pix which 
started last year have continued 
into the new year, with new highs. 

“Gone With the Wind” (M-G) 
has passed its 24th week. “Around 
World in 80 Days” (UA) is in its 
20th session. New Tre Falke, only 
house in Denmark with Todd-AO 
installation, is s‘ill showing its 
epening film, “South Pacific” 
(20th) and is in its 20th week. The 
Rialto, which seldom plays a film 
more than four weeks, now is in 
the fourth month with “Witness for 
Prosecution” (UA). 








Highs in Copenhagen 





47 American Films Scored at Paris 


Ist-Runs in 38; 


‘Kwai, Days’ High 


Paris, Feb. 24. 





Frankfurt Opera to Paris 
Frankfurt, Feb. 17. 

Ensemble of the Frankfurt 
City Opera is going to Paris 
this sring, on invitation to 
appear at the Theatre des Na- 
tions festival in May. 

It's second visit since 1945, 
performances for 1957 had to 
called off for financial rea- 
sons, but this trip will be un- 
derwritten by the state of 
Hesse, the City of Frankfurt 
and the French Embassy. 


| Japan s Imports 


Arts Festival 
Tokyo, Feb. 24. 

Concert artists from seven over- 
seas countries including composer- 
conductor Igor Stravinsky (U.S.), 
guitar virtuoso Andres Segovia 
(Spain) and the Vienna State 
Opera (Austria) will perform at 
the second Osaka International 
Arts Festival which runs from 
April 10 to May 10. 

Naming of performers, given by 
Michi Murayama, fest executive di- 
rector, also includes violinist Val- 
ery Klimov (Soviet), Janine Char- 
ret Ballet Troupe (France), Alma 
Piano Trio (U.S.), conductor Fer- 
nando Previtali (Italy) and pianist 
Marisa Regules (Argentina). 

Japanese artists and _ units 
booked for the fest are NHK Sym- 
phony Orch, Kansai Symphony 
Orch under baton of Takashi Asa- 
hina, Kyoto City Symphony con- 
ducted by Carl Caelius and tradi- 
tional Kabuki, Noh and Bunraku 
troupes. 

Bulk -of programming will be 
held at Osaka Festival Hall, newly 
opened last year in time for initial 
event in Japan’s second largest 
city. 

Osaka governmental and civic or- 
ganizations will again contribute to 
financing of the fest with national 
government also participating this 
annunr. 

Vienna State Opera will raise 
the lid at 6:30 April 10 with pro- 


-} duction of Mozart's “Don Giovan- 


ni” under baton of Heinrich Holl- 
reiser at Festival Hall. Two nights 
later the comvany will perform 
Mozart's “The Marriage of Figaro.” 
Group is headed by sopranos 
Wilma Lipp and Emmy Loose and 
baritones Paul Schoeffler and 
Erich Kunz. 

Stravinsky will conduct the NHL 
Orch in a concert ef his own works 
including “Le Rossignol,” “Fire- 
works” overture, and selections 
from the “Pétrouchka” and “Fire- 
bird” ballet suites on May 1. Se- 
govia’s recital is scheduled for 
May 5. 

Disclosure was delayed pending 
Finance: Ministry approval of con- 
tracts and applications. Miss Mu- 
rayama had expressed apprehen- 
sion that délay might dim b.o. 

ets since fest aims at attract- 
ing tourists as well as Japanese. 


One Top Film Official 
Claims Tele Cuts Into 
Mexico’s Cinema Tra 


Mexico City, Feb. 17. 
While the picture industry in 
general claims that television is not 
making any inroads into the box- 
office, one top executive here 





Of the 214 dubbed foreign’ films 
which made up the brunt of the 
368° pix needed for French houses 
last year, 123 were Yank produc- 
tions. This included American 
pix distributed by French orgs, as 
well as the U.S. majors, plus some 
foreign pix distributed here by 
U. S. companies. Yank films also 
showed well boxoifice-wise in the 
1957-58 season. 

Fortyseven American pix fin- 
ished high in Parisian first-runs 
which usually foreshadows subse- 
quent-run strength. also. These 
pix, in their first-runs alone, drew 
from 50,000 to be‘ter than 700,000 
patrons. 

Biggest Yank ‘grossers by far 
were “Bridge on River Kwai” 
(Col), which drew 1,474,488 pa- 
trons, followed by “10 Command- 
ments” (Par), “Around World in 
80 Days” (UA), “Young Lions” 
(20th) and “A Farewell to Arms” 
(20th). 


Other Yank winners’ were 
“Prince and Showgirl” (WB), 
“Witness for Prosecution” (UA), 
“Pardners” (Par), “Paris Holiday” 
(UA), “Funny Face” (Par), 
“Brothers Karamazov” (M-G), 
“Bonjour Trisesse” (Col), “Gun- 


fight OK Corral” (Par), a reissue 
of “Great Dictator” (UA), “Is- 
land in Sun” (20th), “The Killing” 
(RKO), “Touch of Evil” (U), 
“Enemy Below” (20th), “Pride 
and Passion” (UA), “Sun Also 
Rises” (20th), “The Vintage” 
(M-G) and “Flemenco” (Par). 

Topper among other offshore pix 
was the Russo “Flying Cranes,” 
followed by Chaplin’s “King in 
New York,” “Cabiria,” “This Angry 
Age” (Col) and the German “Cail 
Girls.” French leader was “Mon 
Oncle,” released in U.S. by Con- 
tinentals. About 42° of the films 
were in color. 


Estoril’s Carnival B.0. 
Hit; Holiday Show Fails 
To Slouch Lisbon Biz 


Estoril, Portugal, Feb. 17. 

The new “Kine cf Estoril,” Teo- 
dora dos Santos, the Lisbon hotel- 
ier who took charge eight months 
ago at the Estoril Casino and for 
connected activities, has passed his 
first important test—launching of 
the Carnival in Estoril on an in- 
| ternational scale to wind the win- 
}ter season. Thanks to the active 
|help and cooperation of Ed Sul- 
|livan and his 20 technicians who 
j have been here for a fortnight as 
|well as that of various U.S. and 
| European air lines, the Portuguese 
|Information Department and for- 
|eign embassies, the Carnival 
| guested plenty of film stars and 
got a world coverage. 

Not alleof the stars showed up 
but there were plenty of them 
|wko did. Maurice Chevalier, here 
| tor a week, appeared as emcee and 
was crowned “King of Carnival.” 
|Among the stars in Estoril were 
| Martine Carol, Mario Cabre, Miche 
'eline Presle, Daniel Gelin, Richard 
| Todd, Francoise Christophe, Nadia 
Gray, Jacqueline MacKeever and 
Serge Lifar. 











50%, of British Films 
Leaned on Govt. Bank 


London, Feb. 17. 

More than 50% of British fea- 
ture films made during the past 
|year have been aided by the Nat- 
ional Film Finance Corp. That 
| point emerged following a meeting 
|between NFFC toppers and a del- 
/egation from the Association of 
'Cine and Television Technicians, 
| headed by George H. Elvin. 

The union stressed that the 





paints a different picture. Tele, | films’ bank had a special role to 
he claims, is offering serious com-/| play in the industry and hoped it 
petition to the film industry and} would use its authority and influ- 
posing a problem that wiil be dif-|ence to stabilize and develop the 
ficult to solve. He contends this | production of British films. It was 
is strictly a national manifestation, | particularly hoped that the obli- 
partly because of the sub-standard | gation on the NFFC to pay its way 
wages still earned by the mass of | would not restrict it from giving 
Mexico’s population. And the fact|special help to British pix when 
(Continued on page 20) | their need was greatest. 
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TRADE PRESS URGES: 


START DATING 


‘MATING’ 


“With a memory that goes back to ‘Tillie’s Punctured Romance,’ 
we still conclude this is one of the funniest ever! Preview 
audience felt the same. Not since M-G-M’s ‘Seven Brides For 
Seven Brothers’ such a combination of human appeal and 
slapstick.” —HOLLYWOOD REPORTER 


“Crackling box-office success.” —M. P. HERALD 


“Figure a combination of ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ and 
elements of “Tobacco Road’! Racy as anything seen to date. 








Box-office!”’ —VARIETY 
“‘Audience responded with jubilation.” —FILM DAILY 
“Sure to’ be solid box-office! Unconventional but so good 

humored. Solid entertainment!” —M. P. DAILY 
“A solid mass market entry. Sure bet to roll up strong grosses 

everywhere.” ; —FILM BULLETIN 
“Tips on Bidding: Higher Bracket.” —M. P. EXHIBITOR 


“Box-office tonic. Audience howled throughout.” |= —BOXOFFICE 





















PROMOTION UNLTD. 


United Artists whooped up a showmanship storm on the 
Coast in connection with its upcoming program and the 40th 
anniversary of the company. UA has plenty to crow about, not 
the least of which was the $82,000,000 gross billings last year, 
a jump of about $12,000,000 over ’57. 





That’s a nice success story for anybody’s picture company and 
UA has ample cause to bally its billings and herald its leadership. 


A salient value emerging from the hoopla ts pub-ad veep Max 
E. Youngstein’s deprecation of short-budgeted manpower to sell 


big-budgeted product. 


Big budget pictures with half-million-dollar-and-more stars, 
maybe, should sell sell themselves but that’s not the nature of 
the businesss Any shew biz commodity needs whooping-it-up. 





* * * 


| Gotta Book TV Plugs Early | 
The necessity to reserve tv time 
for the promotion of so-called ex- 








ploitation pictures is prompting the I 


film companies to arrange book- 
ings far in advance of the actual 
release of the films, For example, 
Columbia has already completed 
arrangements for area showings of 
a sciente-fiction package—“The H- 
Man” and “The Woman Eater.” 
The combo is set for the Cincinnati 
territery June 24 and the Los An- 
geles area July 29. 

On the basis of past experience, 
the film companies have discovered 
that films of this type can score 
heavily boxoffice-wise in splash 
openings over a concentrated area 
if backed by a heavy television spot 
campaign. The scramble for the 
available video time makes it im- 
portant that bookings are firmed 
up far in advance. 

Seven other Columbia branches 
are preparing territorial breaks for 
the same period and it’s expected 
that the arrangements will be com- 
pleted as soon as the necessary 
television time is set Col’s pub- 
ad department is already setting 
up campaigns for the saturation 
bookings which, in addition to 
Cincy and L.A., will take place in 
Philadelphia, San Francisco, Al- 
bany, Boston, New Haven, Detroit 
and Indianapolis. 

7 





| Usherettes In Black-Net Hose | 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Capri, downtown art house with 
a yen for sexploitationers, is now 
contemplating its screen fare with 
in-person pulchritude per the 
“Capri Lovelies,” eight models 
stemmed in black net hose. 

Ushers and usherettes are old 
hat, explains operator Tom Dowd. 
His charmers are assigned to cofice 


serving, etc. 
iz Keep In Downtown | 
Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

Downtown merchants have en- 
listed loop firstrun exhibs in their 
campaign to stave off as much as 
possible outlying shopping centres” 
increasing encroachments on their 
traffic and trade. 

At the Minneapolis Downtown 
Council's behest, the exhibs have 
delegated to Ev Seibel, Minnesota 
Amusement Co. (United Para- 
mount) advertising-publicity head, 
the authority to take action in the 
campaign’s interest. 

Seibel already has come up with 
several stunts calculated to rivet 
attention on the loop. The 20,000 
Downtown Working Girls’ organ- 
ization members have received 
coupons entitling them to admis- 
sion for only 50c to loop firstrun 
theatres and to special dinner dis- 
counts at leading restaurants March 
10. The showhouses are anticipat- 
ing packed houses that night. 

Previously, Seibel arranged for 
the merchants to buy out the lead- 
ing loop theatres for a special free 
children’s matinee. It brought the 
youngsters downtown en masse and 
was a huge success. 

* . 


| Sweet Music of a ‘Sleeper’ | 
Columbia’s “The 7th Voyage of 
Sinbad” has the earmarks of 
emerging as the sleeper af the 
year. The less than $1,000,000 pro- 
duction, originally released during 
the Christmas holiday peried to 
cash in on the kiddie trade, is hold- 
ing up surprisingly well in the 
post-holiday period in sub-key and 
subsequent-run engagements. 
During the first three weeks of 
release in 400 key city first-run 
theatres, the picture grossed ap- 
proximately $3,500,000. Later ia 























s 
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York neighborhoods and suburbs, 
the film brought in about $650,000, 
after a $500,000 at the Roxy, N.Y. 
t's expected that additional sub- 
runs plus Long Island and New 
Jersey first-runs will put the N.Y. 
exchange area aggregate gross at 
about $1,500,000. Results have 
been similar in other territories 
despite the fact that the film has 
been offered at regular admission 


It's figured that Col has already 
taken in more than $2,000,000 in 
domestic film rentals and, on the 
basis of the overall boxoffice re- 
ception, Col envisions a possible 
total of $6,000,000 in world-wide 
film rentals. 

Most of the picture's cost went 
for the special animation process 
called Dynamation. The live action 
sequences were filmed in Spain. 

* . * 


j He Speaks Well of Wald 
Hollywood. 








| Editor, VARIETY: 


I would like to reply to Jerry 
Wald’s letter. 

When I was interviewed by 
Vaaztety, I stated that if an inde- 
pendent producer had neither the 
benefit of a bestselling novel nor 
money for a top flight star, 
and was making a low budget pic- 
ture, that he had ito rely initially 
on showmanship and exploitable 
gimmicks to get the public away 
from television sets and into the 


[ 


tres. 
I have always felt that story con- 
tent and stars are of primary im- 
portance, but in lieu of these I feel 
it is necessary to proceed along the 
lines of exploitation and gimmicks, 
as I have done on both “Macabre” 
“House on Haunted Hill.” It 
to reason, in order to com- 


If Wald would care 
of the exhibitors 
try that are play- 
Haunted Hill,” I 
be amazed at the 


e to have some- 
into the theatres. 
word of mou*h takes 


nation is of prime importance. 
“House on Haunted Hill,” is gross- 
ing far more than many pictures 
that have a negative cost of a mil- 
lion dollars or over. ‘ 

I have always been a great ad- 
mirer of Wald’s and feel he has 


* *« 
‘Succor For Distress-d | 
Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 
| to have tls 
“swim” to- 





=| 





some 70 circuit houses in Newwho have been able to weather the 


television and other storms so far, 


Northwest Ex! iness 
Building Forum,. ! 
year, is lending a hand 


all along the line. | ie 

It’s reviewing every picture as 
the film is released and sending its 
members these reviews, along with 
expert opinions on their boxoffice 
value and advice as how’ best to 
sell them to the public. 

Forum believes these bulletins 


had since the exhibition boat start- 
ed rocking. 

If topdrawer showmanship now 
expected to be widespread in the 
area for the many fine pictures 
now coming out of Hollywood can’t 
turn the trick the case is hopeless 
for a particular theatre, it’s pointed 
out. 

However, the Forum is confident 
that exhibition in the 
territory will now get a firm foot- 
ing again, that there’ll be a contin- 

topnotch 


-boxoffice for most exhibitors, it 


declares in its current bulletin. 


+. * &. 
| Not To Miss Any Business 


Kansas City, Feb. 24. 

Do television players now have 
boxoffice value for motion picture 
theatres? 

In case the answer 
Harold Lyon, manager of the Para- 
mount Theatre, wanted to hit all 
the wickets in his course of ex- 
pleitation for “Up Periscope,” 
which he just finished playing for 
two weeks. 

Lyon had a special poster made 
featuring James Garner and Ed- 
ward Byrnes and their television 
connections. This was posted on 
the theatre front during showing 
of the film. And incidentally, rated 
the Paramount some attention from 
KMBC-TV (9), which plays the 
Garner and Byrnes syndicated 
shows, 

* 


Come-To-The-Cinema 


London, Feb. 24. 

British exhibs are trying to ar- 
range an early get-together of all 
interested in the wellbeing of the 
industry to discuss launching a ma- 
jor come-to-the-cinema campaign. 
Where the drive would differ from 
previous better business cam: 
would be in its involving of equip- 
ment manufacturers, icecream fac- 
tors, candymakers and the ancil- 

















| 


lary like in addition to the direct 
movie interests. 

Cinema Exhibitors’ Association 
is currently making the appropri- 
ate approaches despite some dif- 
ference of opinion in its own ranks. 
Main query comes from Circuits 
Managements Association, the 
Rank theatre chain, which isn’t 
convinced that a dollar spent on 
Institutional advertising does more 
boxoffice good than the same dol- 
lar spent on plugging individual 
movies. 

. 








] British Stunt Pays Off 1 
Ottawa, Feb. 24. 
Clifton James, ler in 


NTA’s “I Was Monty’s Double,” 
met with unusual tie-ins and a few 
embarrassing situations on his per- 
sonal appearance junket in Canada 
and the United States. As spitting 
image of the British field marshal 
off as on screen. he got cordial re- 
ceptions from civic officials where 
Montgomery had less than 
two years ago, and from war vet- 
erans everywhere. 

James landed in Toronto from 


panel. 

Always tagged by his resem- 
blance to and tie-in with the real 
Monty, James sat in en a White 
House luncheon in Washington. In 


under 

The General tgomery 

of the Canadian Legien gave him a 

party in monton. | Edmonton’s 
4 with a “Citi- 

zen of Winripeg” scroll, held by 





only two, the Prime Minister of 


¢ 
is “yes,” | 


Le, TL 


By JIM POWERS 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Feature films are in a “ceiling 
unlimited” market while television 
is in for mounting trouble compet- 
ing for the first time and money 
of the entertainment-buying pub- 
lic, according to research firm head 
Albert E. Sindlinger. 

Sindlinger, here last week for 
two days of conferences with major 
studio toppers, was high on the fu- 
ture of theatrical films and inclined 
to be somewhat pessimistic about 
television's immediate future. 


He stresses that the potential of 
films, however, is only as great as 
the exploitation and careful han- 
dling that goes into them. Casual 
or uninformed of pictures’ playoff 
can be financially damaging or 
even disastrous, he warns. Espe- 
cially important, says Sindlinger, 
is the pre-release period. 

“It's appalling how pictures in 
some cases are slapped into circu- 
lation almost before the prints are 
dry. The public has no awareness 
of the film, and it’s finished its 
playdates before any awareness has 
developed.” 

Sindlinger says feature films to- 
day fall into three classes as far as 
returns that may be exepected. 


Sindlinger Reports 





b) 

TV’s In Trouble 

They are (1) Under $2,000,000; (2) 
$5-6,000,000; (3) $9,000,000 and up. 
The most important development 
in the past few years, he says, has 
been in the third classification. On 
such blockbusters there is an al- 
most unlimi#ed ceiling as to 


grosses. 
The important things, says Sind- 
linger, is giving films a chance to 
attain a profitable momentum. A 
few years ago, word-of-mouth could 
develop in four to five weeks. To- 
day, with increased competition 
for the entertainment dollar, it 
takes eight to 13 weeks for appre- 
ciable word-of-mouth to develop. 
Sindlinger says his surveys show 
an increasing number of people are 
reading amusement pages and an 
increasing number are considering 
going out for their amusement. 
This trend, he reports, has adver- 
tisers “taking a hard look at tele- 
vision costs and what they get for 
their money.” Audiences, he says, 
are spending less time at television 
and are more selective in what they 
do spend time looking at. 
“The television set is now turned 


| off for as much as 20% a night dur- 


ing prime time in many homes sur- 
veyed,” Sindlinger reports. This 
situation has developed only since 
last October. 





Britain and the president of Brit- 
ish Overseas Airways Corp. 

The Overseas League in Toronto 
heard him speak and in that same 
city he toured Sunnybrook hospital 
for war veterans. From Ottawa 
James went to Montreal, Boston, 
New York and comet-planed to 
London Sun. (15). 


————=L—_—=—_ 


Inspector-Generals 


Continued from page 3 








considered over-directed from New 
York. Company is good on local 
sales, but its central direction is 
generally considered uneven. It’s 
rated as having the best publicity 
setup in Europe and is well organ- 
ized, again with the reservation of 
a lack of flexibility stemming from 
inertia at the exec level. Sales 
supervisory staff is small compared 
with Metro’s competitors. 


in Europe, efficiently organized 
and run with a great determination 
for results. It’s got a larger staff 
than most, and there is now a good 
deal of apprehension over possible 
cyts. Its publicity is rated solid, 
but brilliant only on the top pix. 
20th, partly because it’s done so 
well, has the best reputation on the 
Continent and this again is refiect- 
ed in its results. 

Warner Bros.: Another company 
with strong direction from U. S. 
and now much in need of top prod- 
uct. There are rumors it may 
abolish the Paris key and essen- 
tially run the setup from the 
States, maintaining only a sales 
supervisory office in Paris. War- 
ners is considered lagging in sales 
on the local level and generally 
weak at the exec level. Its public- 
ity is considered average. 

Paramount: Has the reputation 
of being on the stolid side and not 
too strong in sales control. Par 
also is in need of more product. 
Generally, the company is consid- 
ered to have a good team that de- 
livers, but leans to traditionalism. 
Like several of the other outfits, 
Par could stand some young blood 
in Paris and at the local level. 

Universal: Now handicapped by 
reports of its American difficulties. 
Has energetic sales leadership and 
is ly most active on both 
sides of Atlantic in seeking ways 
of effecting economies via elimina- 
tion of margina! territories. Its 
publicity is cut-and-dried, partly 
a refiecting of the type of product 


it’s offering. 

Columbia: Considered strong on 
the sales side and generally ener- 
getic in up business. 


. | uncertainties in N. Y. since Harry 


Cohn's death. Like UA, it's willing 
to e and go for the un- 
usual, which in turn is a 

of a “young” and more vital ap- 





proach that’s not weighted dowa 
by tired minds at the top. 


20th-Fox: Today the top company | 


—_———————_—EEE 


Advice to Japanese 


Continued from page 5 sams 





dent Eisenhower can iower tariffs 
and restrictions. 

“If other countries raise re- 
strictions, there is a tendency in 
the United States to raise restric- 
tions, maybe not in films but in 
other goods,” Johnston warned. 
“1 think the restriction measures 
retard human progress in a free 
society. I hope we can go to luigher 
Standards of living with freedom 
and not to lower standards with 
restrictions,” he said. 

Johnston disclosed that he had 
held a meeting with the Advisory 
Council of the Finance Ministry 
during which the problems of the 
Japanes¢é Government and the 
U.S. film industry were touched 
on. He said, “It was a very pleas- 
ant and a very profitable meeting. 
I don’t think I could have been 
treated more cordially. 1 think 
they will evidence that in future 
decisions. No decisions were 
reached yet and I assume further 
discussions will be held.” 

It is most probable that MPEA 
will be repped at the future meet- 
ings by Irving Maas, veep for Asia 
and Australia, who headquarters 
in Tokyo. 

In answer to another question, 
Johnston said that (MPEA is not 
contemplating a new loan to the 

panese hydroeleciric industry, 
the last one having been made ef- 
fective in December. On _ the 
blocked fund situation in general, 
he offered, “We've always had a 
lot of ideas about the use of fro- 
zen yen. But for one reason or an- 
other they were never acceptable. 
The hydroelectric loans have been 

ble so we've been doing 
that. I can’t tell you what we'll be 
doing in the future.” 

Johnston acknowledged that in- 
come for U.S. pictures in Japan 
fer calendar 1958 was down two 
billion yen ($5,576,000) from the 
previous year. On an international 
seale, he offered, “Our revenue 
has increased in some countries 
and decreased in others. We do 
business m 78 countries. The total 
income in 1958 was siightiy ahead 
of 1957.” 

Asked about the comparative 
lack of success of Japanese films 
in America, Johnston responded, 
“I think American people like Ja- 
panese movies. And I! think the 
number is growing. I do not have 
accurate figures because the Japa- 
nese do not give them to me. But 
I believe the net in 1958 for Ja- 
panese pictures in the United 
_— _ higher than in —_ 

aparese ures earn 
more than $1 thon in America. 
It takes time to build a market.” 

He then advised the Japanese 

not to be discouraged in their ex- 
‘ long cam- 
and Brit- 


ket further. 
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VARIETY 


PICTURES 1S 





Thus ‘The Big Question’ Was Born 


Any day now it may be published 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 


by a syndicated Hollywood. 


columnist that Joe Pasternak is propeston 5 film to be called “The . 
Big Question.” Pasternak may very well cnake susie pletard’ aad 
it could very easily be a success. If and when—its genesis should: 


be recorded. It is un 
It all started when a 


udio publicist was lunc 
for the columnist in the Metro comm The 


with a legman 
was throw: 


ing out ideas, hoping one or more would hit, when he got into the 


realm of pure speculation. 


Joe Pasternak, he teld the legman, was planning to 


to reteam Rob- 


ert Taylor and Cyd Charisse, the romantic duo in “Party Girl.” 
Pasternak, of course, hadn't heard about this idea up to this point. 
Pasternak stopped 


It was precisely at this moment that ?. 


by the 


press table on his way to his own table. 
Just to make conversation, the legman congratulated Pasternak 
on his decision and asked him what the title of the Taylor-Charisse 


pic was to be. 


Without missing a beat, Pasternak replied: - “That's the big 


question.” 


In the hubbub of the big dining room, the reporter didn’t hear 
the whole reply. He asked: “Did you say it will be called ‘The 


Big Question’?” 


Pasternak, a’ man of instant decision, replied firmly, “That's 


right: ‘The Big Question.’” 


And being Hollywood, or maybe just show business, there is 
every likelihood that Pasternak will make a film called “The Big 
Question.” That reporter will never know (until he reads this) 
just how advanced his “scoop” really was. 


‘No Children Allowed’ Angles a 


Dominate Censors’ Thinking 





Albany, Feb. 24. 
assifica- 


A new approach ‘to cl 
tions, geared to children subject to 
the Compulsory Edueation Law of 
New York State and proposed by 
the Joint Legislative Committee 
on Offensive and Obscene Mate- 
rials, in a bill jointly introduced 
last week by Chairman Joseph R. 
Younglove, Johnstown Assembly- 
man, and Senator Thomas A. Duffy, 
Long Island City Democrat, will be 
ccnsidered, with three other meas- 
ures, by the Committee at a hear- 
ing in Hotel Roosevelt, New York, 
Thursday (26). 

If necessary, the session will con- 
tinue a second day, according to|¢ 
Committee Counsel James A. Fitz- 
Patrick, of Plattsburgh. 

FitzPatrick, former chairman of 
the Committee and its dominant 
personality, emphasized that “We 
desire to provide the fullest oppor- 
tunity for the motion picture in- 
dustry to present its views on the 
four bills (as well as on another 
film. ratings act, sponsored by Sena- 
tor William T. Conklin and Assem- 
blyman Luigi R. Marano, Brook- 
lyn Republicans).” 

The Manley bill providing for 
State licensing of television pro- 
grams is also on the agenda, but 
this proposal i¢ believed to stand 
little chance of favorable legisla- 
tive action. 

FitzPatrick added, “We will 
make no recommendations to the 
Legislature until we have heard 
testimony at the hearing. We have 
invited about 25 organizations and 
individuals to testify. The number 
has been limited, to give the film 
industry full opportunity to ex- 
press its views.” 

The ex-Assemblyman made no 
prediction on the outcome of the 
pending bills, but he did observe 
that the Joint Committee has es- 
tablished .a record of virtually 
“100 percent” support by legisla- 
tors for the bills it has introduced. 


For Ignoring Censors’ de 
Wiesbaden, Feb. 24. 
Comet Film Distribution Co. of 
Duesseldorf has just been handed a 
40,000 mark (nearly $10,000) fine 
fer releasing the French film, 
“Montmartre at 10 P.M.,” without 
cutting out the censored parts. 
The leading organization of the 
German film industry, SPIO, has 
ordered that the fine be levied 
against Comet because it defied 
the German industry’s self-censor- 
ship ban in permitting the entire 
uneut picture to be shown. In mid- 
January the Munich district attor- 
ney had banned the film, then play- 
ing in two Munich theatres, and in- 


vestigated, proving that the un- 
censored version was being shown. 





Dave Lipton Takes Chair 
Hollywood, F-" 24. 
David A. Lipton succeeds Si4 
Rogell as ehairman of the amusc- 
ment division of the 1959 Tried 
Jewish Welfare Fund ¢e-m>r' tr 
Rogell was kudosed w 
plaque for his efforts I->t » 
a luncheon held last week a 
by industry toppers. 





20TH, M-G MOST ‘ADULT’ 
PER LEGION’S A-3 TAG 


As far as the Catholic Legion of 
Decency is concerned, 20th-Fox 
and Metro have been making the 
most adult pictures. During 1958, 


20th placed 10 films and Metro |t, 


nine in the Legion’s new Class 
A-III category. The most recent- 
ly introduced classification rates 
film as unobjectionable 
for adults.” According to the Le- 
ae definition, films in this 

ategory require maturity of 
judgment which is supported 
normal emotional stability and a 
knowledge and understanding of 
basic Christian truths. 


The Legion's wrapup, covering 
pix reviewed from Oct., 1957 to 
Oct., 1958,. does not list a single 
picture made by an American film 
company in the “C” or condemned 
classification. 

Introduction of the A-III classi- 
fication apparently has resulted in 
a substantial decrease in the num- 
ber of pix in the Class B bracket. 
Latter are listed as being morally 
objectionable in part since these 
films are said to contain elements 
which can be the cause of serious 
harm in the area of Christian 
morality and traditionally accepted 

moral behavior patterns. 

Of a total of 395 pix reviewed in 
1938, 73 or 18.4% were placed in 
A-III classification and 74 or 
18.7% were listed as Class B. Of 
418 films reviewed in the previous 
year, when the A-III classification 
did not exist, 137 or 32.8% of the 
films were listed as Class B. 

A complete breakdown of the 
films reviewed in 1958 shows 132 
were rated as Class A, morally un- 
objectional for general patronage; 
109, Class A-II, morally unobjec- 
tionable for adults and adolescents; 
73, Class A-IlI, morally unebjec- 
tionable for adults; 74, Class B, 

morally objectionable in part for 
all; five, all at gy films, C, con- 

demned, and two were given a 
special classification 

In addition to 20th's 10 and 
nine in the new A-III 


eight; Paramount, 
seven; Universal, seven: Allied 
Artists, six; Warners, five; United 
Artists, four. 


METRO ‘MYSTERIANS’ 
SCI-FI FROM NIPPON 


Metro has acquired distribution 
rights to “The Mysterians,” a 
Japanese-made science-fiction film. 

The story concerns a race of 
scientific intellects from a planet 
calléd Mysteriod who attempt to 
take over the Earth, “mate with its 
women and enslave its 
“RKO *Teleradio’s ‘Terry Turner 





#5 


Special at- 
ention will be devoted to a tv 
ploitation campaign. 





Film Biz Sees ‘Dirty Ads’ Probe Pure Gas 
But New Censor Threats Keal Enough 





Distribs Who Yank Ads 
To Punish Critics Don’t 
Help Much—Johnston 


Tokyo, Feb. 24. 

Eric Johnston staied here that 
he did not think pressure exerted 
by the studios on the woress by 
threats to without advertising 
is effective in bending the shape 
of critical reviews. 

Visiting MPAA prez remarked 
“I don’t think there’s been any 
pressure applied. It’s never been 


effective in constructing the edi-- 


If 


torial policy of a medium. . 
's 


there’s been any pressure, 
been grossly exaggerated.” 
Asked about the occasions when 
ad-pub departments have actually 
pulled their ads from a publica- 


again minimized its effectiveness. 
He said, “They — come back 
again. I think it 


‘may be effective 
in some instances, but that it is 
aggerated.” 


greatly effective i< ex 
Mulling the situation further, 
he offered, “There are undoubted- 
ly justifiable times when a com- 
pany wishes to withdraw its ad- 
vertising when it feels the publica- 
tion has misrepresented it. As to 
whether it’s effective, I doubt it.” 
Defining the function of a film 
critic, Johnston said, “To inform 
the public about the merits of a 
picture and to give an idea of what 
readers should want 


that from the ads. 

Questioned as to whether he 
theught the role of the critic as 
he defined it was, being filled, 
Johnston stated, “i think in gen- 
eral it has been filled. I think a 
number of excellent critics fill the 


bY |role well. There ate some others, 


but the critic probably has the 
right to express his likes and dis- 
likes. I'm the last one toe try to 
tell them what to do,” he asserted. 

Johnston said that criticism, 
both pro and con, was a good 
thing. “It stimulates the whole in- 
dustry. I believe it was Lili St. 
Cyr who said she did not care 
what people said about her as long 
as they kept saying it.” (The re- 
mark is credited to many, includ. 
ing George M. Cohan—Ed.) 


John C. Flinn, Goodfried 


To Columbia Ad Staff 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Bob Goodfried has been appoint- 

ed Columbia Pictures studio pub- 

licity manager, to function under 

John C. Flinn, who moves over 





from Allied Artists March 9 to be-| 


come new publicity - advertising 
chief. 

Pending Filinn’s arrival, Good- 
fried will act as pub director, fol- 
lowing former head Al Horwtis’ de- 
parture over weekend. 





John “aos on ‘633’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
John Sturges has been contract- 
ed by the Mirisch Co. as producer- 
director of “633 


.” due to 
roll late this summer. Walter 
Mirisch is exec producer. 

Rod Serling’s sceenplay is from 
a Frederick Smith novel. Story 
deals with the RAF. in World 
War II. 








Albany, Feb. 24. 
Gannett’s Albany Knickerbocker 


News, in a significant editorial 
Wednesday (11), said that while 
“New York State is, without ques- 
tion in our opinion, vulnerable to 
the charge of movie > 
its system of licensing—with 
college-graduate reviewers having 
a minimum of five years experi- 
ence in some field of social work, 
plus the ability to speak one lan- 
guage in addition to English, and 
‘with a set of intelligent princi- 
ples’—is preferable to police or 
group-pressure censorship.” 

The commentary, believed to 
have been written by David H. 
Beetle, editor and moderator of a 
recent School 16 PTA — = on 
“Motion Picture C2nsorship,” 
ceded the State “does indeed” li li- 
cense 

Observing that there is another 
side to the question, the afternoon 
paper declared that “if there is 
no state licensing .procedure, mov- 
ies would be subject to all sorts of 
censorship at the local level—par- 
ticularly from police or police act- 
ing at the behest, of pressure 
groups.” 


‘ADULT FILMS NEED NOT 
BE ADULTEROUS’: CRITIC 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

Elliot Norton, legit eritie of the 
Boston Daily Record and Sunday 
Advertiser, took up the cudgels for 

“adult films” in his Sunday col- 
umn #22), which is usually devoted 
to legit matters. 

*“To a playgoer, the trend to truth 
in motion pictures is impressive,” 
said Norton. “If movies aré better 
than ever, some of the improve- 
ment stems from a new and honest 
way of looking at life.” 

He said, “Variety, whose report- 
ers seem to keep both ears to the 
ground simultaneously, declares 
that American films are presenting 
more and more ‘adult’ stories. To 
Variety, that. seems to mean that 
they are dealing with adultery 
more than before! The editors 
think this is all right, but are afraid 
it will cause more censorship 
trouble. 

“Adult movies shouldn't have to 
be adulterous. Nor is this what 
makes the best of the new ones 
good; they are stimulating because 
they obviously have been written 
by men and women of good sense 
for men and women, and not hy 
— little boys for other silly little 

= 








COLUMBIA CUTS CLEARANCE 





| Pittsburgh First Run Protection 


21, Not 28, Days 


Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 

Columbia Pictures here has re- 
duced clearance after first-run to 
21 from 28 days, starting with 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” which is 
current at the downtown J. P. Har- 
ris Theatre. It’s effective on either 
flat rental, bid or percentage. 

Paramount and United Artists 
also forwarded plans recently for 
new clearances in this territory. 








Guaranteed Safe If Not Pure 


Houston Exhibs Sue Chi Distrib In Quirky Aftermath 
To mer * Arrest 


Houston, Feb. cee 

Two men who were arrested for 
showing alleged indecent films in 
four area theatre sued a Chicago 
fi'm distributer for $150,000. 

Marvin Bell of Brady, lessee of 
the theatres, and Jesse A. Dodson, 
manager, claimed their contract 
with Modern Film _ Distributors 
guaranteed that the company would 
“clear” 
censorship body. 

Dodson wes crrested in Galena 
Park last Aug. 16 by a posse led 
by Justice of the Peace Dave 


the films with any local | and 





T and charged with dis- 
playing lewd and indecent movies. 
He was acquitted of the mis- 
demeanor charges Dec. 8 in = 
a Duncan's county court at 

w. 

The petitio 
Bell was also arrested, 
local court records showed no ac- 
tion against him. 

John O. Kain, attorney for Bell 
Dodson, said the incident 
caused Bell to forfeit his leases on 
the Galena Park Theatre, Hi-Nabor 
Drive-In Theatre, Venus Theatre 
and Grand Theatre. 





r Though it is naturally eoncerned, 
the film industry generally attaches 
comparatively little impertance to 
the two-day public hearings of the 
N.Y. State Joint Legislative Com- 
mittee on Offensive and Obscene 
Material which get under way at 
the Roosevelt Hotel in N.Y. temor- 
row (Thurs.). 

Rather, industry leaders feel the 
issues must be fought out (1) ona 
& grassroots level, ie., via local 
pressure on N.Y. State legislvtors, 
and (2) with Governor Nelson A. 
Rockefeller, in whose hands all leg- 
islation must finally end up. 

The Governor so far has given 
Bo indication of how he feels about 
the subject of censorship. How- 
ever, he is a Republican, he is con- 
sidered a likely Presidential aspir- 
ant, and many of the leaders of 
the industry are staunch Republi- 
eans who have contributed sizable 
funds to the Republican campaign 
kitty in the past. 


Since several of the measures, 
if passed and enforced, stand to 
affect film attendance at a crucial 
time, it’s considered a foregone 
eonslusion that the industry will 
use its political connections to stall 
a Rockefeller okay for any legisla- 
tion that stands to hurt the busi- 


ness. 
It’s A Setup 

The reason the industry doesn’t 
take the committee hearings this 
week too seriously is that it’s under 
the impression—gained from the 
committee’s prior N.Y. hearings— 
that the cards are hopelessly 
stacked against it. At the last oc- 
casion, the committee showed little 
objectivity, appearing simply eager 
fo prove an impression on which 
it already had made up its mind. 

The hearings tomorrow will be 
on a variety of bilis, including 
one to classify pictures into three 
eategories and another that would 
license theatres so as to be able to 
control their advertising. All these 
functions would be under Louis M. 
Pesce, the N.Y. censor, whose 
power now extends only to bill- 
board advertising. 

General impression is that clas- 
sification has a better chance in 
Albany than licensing, which pre- 
sents a variety of legal problems. 
Classification, which so far lacks 
an enforcement procedure and 
would be restricted te public rec- 
ommen , is seen as having 
strong legislative support. Even so, 
and primarily because its criteria 
are as difficult to establish as cen- 
sorship itself, the film biz generally 
opposes the idea. 

Don’t ‘Tag’ Us. 

Also, this is one area in which 
the industry finds it impossible to 
reply to the outside threat with a 
“we'll do it ourselves” gesture. 
Proposal for the Code to classify 
films has been firmly nixed as 
“an unthinkable, unwarraniecd and 
completely unjustified abri’ament 
of freedom of choirce.” 

In effect, it would be impossible 
for the Code, representing a com- 
bination. of producers, to apply 
such restrictions without laying 
itself wide open to an assortment 
of bitter charges from independent 
producers who might be affected, 
and who would resent having their 
potential audience cut by competi- 
tors. 


The classification proposed in 
the Albany bill would rate pictures 
as being okay for adults, for gen- 
eral patronage and specifically un- 
suited for children. Both exhibl- 
tors and distributors execs openly 
express the fear that, if N.Y. 
should adopt such a system, the 
precedent would carry far in other 
states. However, there’s obviously 
less opposition to classification 
which would reflect only in indica- 
tions in the ads as against classi- 
fication which would see tennagers 
turned away from theatres on pic- 

tures which someone might have 
par adult. 





n which was filed said 
although | 


With the current trends in Hol- 
lywood, pointing te increasingly 
‘adult themes in future films, plus 
| the theatres’ overwhelming de- 
pendence on the juvenile audience, 
effective cloesification could spell 
ruination for the industry regard- 
less OF NOW “Yensidle” it may seem 
from a social and educational 
point-of-view. . 
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Native (ax Shulman) Angle Help 





See ‘Rally Round 


Flag, Boys’. Misidenti das War 
Fee Ope: Sg ia Mines 








Minneapolis, Feb. 24. 

Because author Max Shulman, 
though now an eastern seaboard 
resident is a native son, his film 
“Rally Round the Flag Boys,” was 
billed here as Shulman’s, not Leo 
McCarey’s production, Shulman’s; 
not Claude Binyon’s script. > 

Lyric used strips on its 24 
sheets to emphasize native slant, 
Bantam pocketbooks donated re- 
tail value of $50 worth (100 copies 
at 50c) of books to be given away 
to first ticket-buyers 
—not to see what picture left out! 

Ev Seibel, United Paramount ad- 
pub brave, concentrated on getting 
over to public assurance this was 
not, despite title, a war picture. 
It is thought that in other situa- 
tions where the 20th-Fox film 
opened but so-so the contrary im- 
pression was hurtful to the payoff. 

At any rate, in its first Lyric 
seven days at advanced $1.25 ad- 
mission it garnered $14,500, out- 
grossing the initial stanza of the 
high-stepping “Auntie Mame” 
which, with the ante upped to 
$1.50, hit $14,000 at the same thea- 
tre where it ran seven weeks to 
hefty takes. 


Charlie Eagle Retiring; 
Alumaus of Stage Show 
Era Cares for Ill Mate 


Pittsburgh, Feb. -24. 

Charlie Eagle, one of the bona 
fide theatre manager veterans who 
has been running houses for nearly 
35 years, the downtown Stanley 
here for the last 23, is retiring at 
the end of the week. He’s 
his ailing wife to a farm in Kea- 
tucky to live just as socn as the 
docter gives her an okey to travel. 

Eagie piloted the Stanley through 
its lush deluxe days 2s a presenta- 
tion site when it was piaying all the 
name bands and the big personal- 
ities, and has a wide personal ac- 
quaintance among the top echelons 
of show business. He will be re- 
placed by Larry Knee, who is com- 
ing back to Pittsburgh from the 
Colonial in Cleveland, where he 
was dispatched after be:ng suc- 
ceeded as manager of the Squirrel 
Hill, nabe arter, by Bernie Elinoff. 
Paul Blumér, from the Starley- 
W:::ner circuit’s Liberty in New 
Kensington, will follow Knee in 
Cieveiand. 


REOPEN FIVE HOUSES; . 
STRESS LOWER PRICES 


‘Hartford, Feb. 24. 
Four nabes and one ‘art theatre 
closed two weeks-ago for non-pay- 
ment of rent have been taken 
over by a new group and relit. The 
five, Central of West Hartford, 








“Texas Drive-Ins 
Elect, Resolve 


~~ 4 as? . 
‘Our Evergreen Valentine’ 
’ San Antonio, Feb. 24. 

An “Elvis Presley Valentine 
Sweetheart” show was on tap 
Friday and Saturday (14) at 
Interstate’s Broadway Thea- 
tre. 

There was continuous show- 
ings of two Presley pics, “Love 
Me Tender” and “Jailhouse 
Rock.” 





Fawcett’s Cavalier Mag 
Brands Wanger’s Graham 
Saga ‘Hoax’ on. Trath 


Going way beyond crities who 
chide producers from time to time 
for liberties, omissions and altera- 
tions of story, an all-out charge of 
“hoax” has now been levelled. Wal- 
ter Wanger’s production of “I Want 
to Live” js. so charged by Cavalier 
magazine in its April issue out to- 
morrow (Thurs.), Fawcett publica- 
tion maintains that the film the 
public is. seeing is not true and 
that “the facts have been changed 
to protect the guilty.” 

In a story by Los Angeles news- 
paperman William W. Walker, 
Cavalier says that Barbara Grahain, 





Dallas, Feb. 24. 
Tim Ferguson of Downs Drive-In | 
at Grand Prairie was elected presi- | 
dent of the Texas Drive-In Theatre | 
Owners Assn. Feb. 18 at the close | 
of the group’s seventh annual con- | 
vention. Named also by the 460| 
delegates were R. A. (Skeet) 
Noret, Skyvue, Lamesa, first v-p.; 
Bcb Davis, Perrin, Sherman, sec- | 
ond v.p.; Wayne Long, Corral, | 
Monahans, third v.p.; A. J. Valen- 
tine, Dusk, Georgetown, treasurer | 
and M. K. MeDaniel, Bayou, La- | 
Marque, secretary. Vo‘ed for | 
three-year directors’ slots were | 
Eddie Joseph, Austin, retiring 
prexy; Noret, aforesaid; Charles W. 
Weisenburg, Dallas; Al Reynolds, 
Dallas; Dowlin Russell, Dallas; 
Boyd Scott, Dallas; Harold Novy, 
Dallas and Phil Isley, Dallas. 


award to “the oustanding person- 


1958” went to Eddie Joseph, who 
has six theatres in Austin. 
TDITOA’s award to .the “branch 
manager of the year” went to Wal- 
ter Armbruster, who heads Univer- 
sal here, _ 

Resolutions adop‘ed by the or- 
ganization ‘at the closing biz ses- 
sion included: 

Action toward joining with other 
theatre owners to increase the pro- 
duction of motion pictures. 

Opposition to all forms of toll 
v 


Opposition to the release of post- 
1948 films to tv. 

Willingness to join with any 
other exhibitor group to improve 
relationship between exhibition, 
production and distribution. 

“Research, calling on manufactur- 
ers ef theatre equiyment to con- 
tinue research toward improving 
color, sight and sound. 


Italy’s Dominick Franco 
Sues NTA Re ‘Bergerac’; 
Ask Amended Complaint 


Italo distributor © Dominick 








Lenox, Lyric, Colonial and Art of 
Hartford are now under the man-)| 
agement of Community Theatre | 
Inc. All houses have revised their | 
admish prices downward, ranging 
from five cents to 25c. Latter price 
applies to the Art, which features 
art and foreign film. 

Price drops reflects the thinking 
of A. M. Schuman, Hartford film 
pioneer and now consultant for the 
new group, Schuman claims that 
“today a need for a downward re- 
vision in theatre admission prices 
exists in view of this day and age’s 
inflation and accompanying rising 
prices.” 

Amicable settlement was made 
between the Park St. Investment 
Co, and the Hartford Operating 
Co. Latter rented the five from 
the former. 

Community Theatres Inc. is 
headed by Atty. Isadore M. Wax- 
man as. prexy. He heads a similar 
post with the Park St. Co. Chief 
administrative officer Carroll J. 
Lawler, at one time general man- 
ager of the Hartford Theatre Cir- 
cuit (ops of the five houses before 
they were taken over six years ago 
by Hartford Operating Co), Schu- 
man is also a one time general 
manager of the Hartford Theatre 
Circuit, 

Resumption of matinee shows at 
the five houses was started this 
week, Advertising for the five 
houses states that new revised 
prices are permaneni “except for 


| 


Franco filed a suit of $250,000 in 


tional Telefilm Associates for al- 
leged breach of contract in the ex- 
hibition and distribution of “Cyrario 
de Bergerac” in Italy and Trieste. 

According to the complaint, 
Franco charges NTA was ‘falsely 
representing that his deal, made 
in March, 1958, was an exclusive 
contract for a five-year period. The 


ered that other distributors were 
handling the picture in the same 
territory. He added that he had 
given NTA a $10,000 advance. 
NTA-moved for dismissal of the 


| complaint on the ground of insuf- 


ficent facts or, as an alternative, 
the filing of an amended complaint. 


Cinerama Openings Set 


For Asia, So. America 


Deals have been set by Stanley 
Warner Cinerama for the opening 
of Cinerama in Asia and in South 
America. 

The Shaw Circuit in Singapore 
will open a 1,000 seat house espe- 
cially built for Cinerama at the 
end April. A 900-seater is planned 
for Kuala Lampur in the Malay 
Peninsular for later. 

Scheduled to open in May is an 
800-seat house in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, to be operated by Sascha 
Goron, head of Condor Films, in 
association with local exhibitors. 

entry at the three thea- 
first. Cimerama 








pict over which chain. managy-| tres will be the 
ment has : *”} presentation, 


no control. . x DS an 


- Pic 


tion, “This: Ig. Cinerama,” 


N.Y. Supreme Court against Na-| 


distrib contended that: he discov-. 


the true life character portrayed by 
Susan Hayward, has been “turned 
into a celluloid Joan of Arc by a 
movie mogul with a singular dis- 
regard for the actual facts in the 
shocking case.’”’ The film, the mag 
adds, leaves an audience with the 
impression that Barbara Graham 
was completely innocent of a brutal 
| murder. 

Cavalier further charges that Ed 
Montgomery, the San Francisco 
crime‘reporter credited with hav- 
ing covered the murder trial and 
providing the screenplay, “never 
covered a single session of the 
trial.” The magazine prints a depo- 


District Attorney in Los Angeles, 
who further noted that the lawyer 
on Barbara Graham's appeal tried 
to persuade Wanger to show that 
Barbara Graham was truly guilty 
of the murder as the evidence de- 
monstrated at her trial, but that 
Wanger “would not agree.” 

What Wanger left out, the maga- 
zine says, could fill a book. It’s | 
|further charged that the film | 
| “purposely leaves out two princi- | 
|pal characters” whose testimony, | 
‘it’s stressed, played an important 


“What emerges from the silver | 


| fully ‘loaded series of argumenis, | 
{scenes and progressively shocking | 
sequences. But it is completely one- | 
sided in arguing that she was com- 
| pletely innocent*of any complic- 
|ity in the brutal murder ard that 
she was framed and perjured and 
|entrapped into the gas chamber, 
that the penalty inflicted by law 
| was far worse than the crime it 
punished, a crime the viewer wiil 
| seriously doubt she committed.” 


Poles (4) Hungarians (3) | 
Buy Yank Features: 


Sale cf four American films to | 
|the Poles and three to the Hunga- | 
riams were reported in N.Y. this 
week by Jay Frankel, head of MJP 
Enterprises. Frankel returned over | 
the weekend from a trip that took | 
hin’ to Czechoslovakia, Russia, Po- | 
lard and Hungary. 

In his Iron Curtain sales, Frank- 
el reps the product of RKO, Para- | 
|mount and Warner Bros. He said | 
deals with the Soviets were in| 
| abeyance pending finalization of | 
| the Motion Picture Export Assn. 
|a¢greement with Moscow, which has 
been hanging fire. 
| Frankel said the Polish sale 
netted from $6,000 to $8,000 per 














| picture. The Hungarians pay 
— but want to use Italian 
lira. 


Films picked by the Poles in- 
clude “Escapade in Japan,” “Mas- 
* - ¢* “-"ontrae,” “Moby Dick” 


and “Tension at Table Rock.” 
-S aiso are buying “Old Man 
and the Sea,” “War and Peace” 


jand “The Rainmaker.” The Hunga- 
|rians are taking “War and Peace,” 
|““Moby Dick” and “Old Man and 
|the Sea.” 


| Ritchard Role for Lewis | 


| Hollywood, Feb. 24. 





“Visit to a Small Planet,” which 
|Gore Vidal originally wrote as a 
}teleplay and was later staged on 
Broadway with Cyril Ritchard and 
|the road, has been acquired by 
| Hal Wallis for his Paramount pro- 
| duction slate. 
Wallis paid approximately $100,- 
000 for property, skedded to star 
| Jerry Lewis and probably directed 
by Norman Taurog. 





25 ‘Journey’ Datings 

Jack Byrne, Metro sales chief, 
discloses 52 additional key city 
dates for Anatole Litvak’s produc- 
tion, “The Journey,” within the 
next three weeks. 

Picture, starring Yul Brynner 
and Deborah Kerr, has already 
kicked off in. New York, Holly- 
wood,- Denvér, Chicago, Cleveland 
and Washington. e 











New York Sound Track 


+4444 


There'll be no gala American reception at this year’s Cannes festi- 
val, regardless of what the Russians plan to do. 

When Steven Bosustow was asked ‘at a press conférence if he knew 
the reason for the comeback of full-length animated films, Larry Lip- 
skin, Columbia International's publicity chief, cracked: “They’re easier 
to cast.” 

Britain, too, has censorship troubles, especially for the legitimate 
stage over which its Lord Chamberlain presides like a nervous school- 
man. Writing in the Society of Authors bulletin Sir Demald Wolfit was 
glad players were no longer regarded at law as rogues and vagabonds 
but regretted they were not allowed to choose their own plays since 
public supervision was not applied to “sensational Sunday newspapers, 
radio or television.” He agreed that a group gathered in a theatre was 
under a different psychology than “the dispersed audience of the press 
and the haunted fish-tank in the sitting room.” 

On the Paris agenda this week: A European roundtable powwow 
between Fred Gronich, Continental chief of the Motion Picture Ex- 
port Assn; Frank Gervasi, Mediterranean topper who'll report on 
Spanish developments, and Leo Hochstetter, the German rep who's 
been spending time in Turkey. Gronich last week did a Brussels quickie 
to deal with the problems created by the Belgian decree on film rent- 
als 

Lester Dinoff, former Rank Distributors of America publicist and 
before that a film tradepaper reporter, named publicity manager of 
radio station WMGM .. . The majority of the 21 films to be made this 








sition to that effect from a Deputy | 


year by the Soviet Union’s Mosfilm will be “devoted to the Soviet peo- 
| ple wno carry out the grandiose program of Communist construction,” 
| according to a Radio Moscow broadcast as monitored by Radio Lib- 
|eration in West Germany .. . Rosetta LeNoire, who appears in the 
| film, “Anna Lucasta,” signed for the new Broadway musical, “Destry 
|Rides Again.” . . . Russian-born Anatole Litvak, producer-director of 
|\“The Journey,” received a special commendation from the American 
| Committee for Liberation in a ceremony and broadcast from the N.Y. 
| studios of Radio Liberation. Program was beamed to the Soviet Union 
|. . . Metro production executive J. J. Cohn is back on the Coast from 
|Rome after supervising the final stages of “Ben-Hur” and wrapping 
j}up the production setup . . . Glenn Ford set for the starring role in 
| Metro’s remake of “Cimarron.” . . . Burl Ives and Ernie Kovacs added 
|to the cast of Grahame Green’s “Our Man in Havana,” which Carol 
Reed is making for Columbia . . . Columbia’s “The 7th Voyage of Sin- 
bad” racked up $293,600 on the RKO circuit in N.Y. (26 houses) in five 
days ending Sunday (15). It’s said to be the best total ever for a Col 
pic on the RKO chain. 

Diversification being what it is these days there’s no telling the show 
biz stock market ballplayers without a scorecard. Viz., Buckeye Corp., 


First annual John H. Hardin cup | part in convicting Barbara Graham, | fully listed on the American Stock Exchange. Publicist Bob Taplinger 


makes request for weekly stock market listing on premise that Buck- 


ality in the drive-in indusiry for | screen,” Cavalier says, “is a care-|eye disguises Pyramid and Flamingo vidpix catalogs “and the com- 


pany is planning expansion into other television activities.” 

In an unusual press stunt, Columbia Pictures’ Italian company is 
Cervia, on the upper Adriatic, as an attention-catcher for “7th Voyage 
of Sinbad.” Authorities, at a loss of how to finance the digging opera- 
tion te recoup the valuable discovery, had sent out a plea for financial 
aid via video and the press, which Columbia's Italo press office picked 
up. 

David O. Selznick bought film rights to Stefan Zweig’s 1931 novel, 
“Amok,” and registered title with MPAA . . . Eleanor Parker up for 
lead opposite Robert Mitchum in Metro’s “Home From the Hills,” 
which Vincente Minnelli will direct for producer Edmund Grainger 
... James Henaghan will script “Four Ways to Hell” from his own and 
Patrice Knowles’ original story, to be produced in Orient by Knowles 
and George Kellner. 

Wives of two of the travelling-est men in Washington haye been 
cited for their family “togetherness.” Mrs. John Foster Dulles and 
Mrs. Eric Johnston are among eight selected for the “togetherness” 
honor, a McCall's Magazine-promoted award sponsored by the Wom- 
en’s City Club of Washington. 

Joseph S. Hummel, Warner Bros.’ Continental manager with Paris 
headquarters, is sick and not likely to come back to his office for some 
time. Hummel’s Warner contract is up this spring . . . The French “Les 
Amants” has been banned in Italy. It also had trouble with U.S. Cus- 
toms .. . Sam Stiller, for 30 years with RKO in Israel, has formed his 
own outfit, Stiller Films, which is buying pix for Israel . . . “Faibles 
Femmes,” Paul Graetz’s current Paris hit, rates as a Franco-Italian 
coproduction. Comedy tinter has been bought by UFA in Germany 
at top terms and is getting a big buildup all over Europe. 

Metro publicity manager Dan Terrell’s 16-year-son, John, was 
selected as Manhasset (L.I.) High School’s ambassador to Europe. It 
means a six-week jaunt abroad for young Terrell this summer... 


|Olympia Productions, headed by Aubrey Schenck and Howard W. 


Koch, has named attorney Marvin Josephson, prexy of Broadcast Man- 
agement, as its N.Y. rep for the acquisition of story properties for pix 

. Alfred Hayes set to write the screenplay for “The Time of the 
Dragons,” which William Goetz will make for Columbia release ... 
Maurice “Red” Silverstein, Loew's International v.p., on the Coast 
for confabs with studio officials. 

New Columbia University film on censorship to be presented by 
Cinema 16 during its discussion of film censorship tonight (Wed.). 
Ephraim London, lawyer on “The Miracle” case, will be featured 
speaker . . . N.Y. Variety Club having difficulty lining up $500 tax- 
exempt contributions for its “First-Nighters” promotion. Contributors 
receive first-night tickets for 10 film world premieres on Broadway 

. Bantam issuing 15 books on which current or upcoming films 
are based . . . 20th-Fox publicists are delivering their own handouts 
since the company, as part of its recent economy wave, fired all its 
messengers .. . Sam Horwitz named pub-ad chief of Interboro Thea- 
tres .. . Metro’s “The Beat Generation” set for July release .. . Wil- 
liam Wyler arrived in Gotham Monday (22) after a year in Rome 
where he directed “Ben-Hur for Metro. He leaves for the Coast short- 


ly, presumably to supervise the editing of the film . . . Metro’s “Green 
Mansions” selected as Seventeen magazine’s “picture of the month” 
for April . . . Columbia pactee Michael Callan to the Coast for a Screen 


Gems assignment. 

Sophia Loren with Clark Gable in Shavelson-Rose’s Paramount pro- 
duction, “Bay of Naples,” to roll Aug. 3 in Italy . . . Indie Bernard 
Luber purchased rights to Berkely Maiher’s novel, “The Achilles 
Affair,” for United Artists release, filming to start in Cyprus this sum- 
mer ... Paramount set Fess Parker to two pix annually for six years, 
supplanting previous contract calling for one pic for seven years... 
Columbia Pictures acquired “Return Fare,” novel by Jean Kolar, for 
its 1960 slate . . . James Smirnen will write screen adaptation of his 
novel, “An Actress in Love,” purchased last week by producer Curtis 
Roberts. 

Sig Schlager, Una Stanley and James A. Smith have formed Prize 
Pictures to indie-produce Dale Van Everys “The Scarlet Feather,” 
which Henry Holt & Co. is publishing March 10. It’s being financed 
and distributed by the new Howard Beck-Lester Braunstein com- 
bine; latter due to sail to Europe next week. 

Catholic press going all-out in supporting the German “Embezzled 
Heaven,” being released in the States by the Louis de Rochemont out- 
fit? One Catholic columnist headed his piece on the.film “Job for Cath- 
dli¢c Action.” gt * 





=I 





. 








—_—; = 





ee err eng ee 











Wednesday, February 25, 1959 VARIETY . 17 












AEMARRABLE! 


THE 
REMARKABIE 
)PEN INNYPACKER 


., Wow ae CINEMASCOPE COLOR by DE LUXE 


OUTGROSSES 


the biggest 20th attractions 
and is holdover everywhere! 


ST. LOUIS is REMARKABLE! BUFFALO is REMARKABLE! 
MILWAUKEE is REMARKABLE! LINCOLN is REMARKABLE! 
KANSAS CITY is REMARKABLE! OMAHA is REMARKABLE! 
DES MOINES is REMARKABLE! WICHITA is REMARKABLE! 
SPRINGFIELD, ILL. is REMARKABLE! 
ti ¢ 

Returns now coming in . A S 
from 200 spots are REMARKABLE! Ww 


. | At ® 
get with PENNYPACKER ... get with 20th! 
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Grosses 





Flag’ Sock $19,000, D.C; 
‘Journey’ 206, ‘Beauty’ 
Huge 256, ‘Night’ 126 


Washington, Feb. 24. 
Quartet of robust newcomers is 
spurring trade here this round. 
“Rally Around Flag. Boys” is sock 
at Palace. “The Journey” is fig- 
fine at Capitol. “Night to Re- 
member” is rated hotsy. 
Beauty” at Uptown he sock- 
eroo. Hot second week looms for 
“Tt Want to Live.” All ho 
are in comfortable shape this stan- 
za, “Auntie Mame” still being long- 
run champ. ‘ 
Estimates for Thi. Week 


Ambassador - Metropolitan (SW) 
(1,490: 1,000; 90-$1.49) — “Auntie 
Mame” (WB) (8th re. Socko $14,- 
600. Last week, $12,40 

Capitol (Loew) (3, od ey .25) 

—"The Journey” (M-G). Fine $20,- 


000, holds. Last week, “These 1,000 |" 


Hills” (20th), $10,000. 

Columbia (Loew) (904; 90-$1.49) 
—‘Separate Tables” (UA) (10th 
wk). Still strong at $7,500 follow- 
ing $8,500 in ninth. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,850; 90-$1.25)— 
“I Want to Live” (UA) (24 wk). 
Lively $14,000 — Ayal. 000 opener. 

MecArthur ( 


eon 
“Pather Pancha” indie) 3d 5 
Nice poms ollowing 34.500 
second 

Ontarie (K-B) (1,249; 90-$1.25)— 
“Night to Remember” (Rank). Hot 
$12,000, by rave reviews. 
Last week, .“Silent Evening” (U) 
(2d wk), $3,500. 

Palace (Loew) (2,390; 90-$1.25)— 
“Rally Round Flag” (20th). Smash 
$19,000. Last week, “Inn Sixth 
Happiness” (20th) (7th wk), $9,000. 

Plaza (T-L) (276; 90-$1.50)— 


“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (9th ; 


wk). Nifty $4,000 after $4,500. 


Stays on. 

Trans-Lux Pade (600; $1.25- 
$1.90) —“Bell, Candle” (Cob 
(9th wk). Robust at 
$6,500 last week. Holds 

Uptown (SW) (1,100; $1.25-$1.49) 
—"Sleeping Beauty” (BV). Sock- 
eroo $25,000. Last week, 
Pacific” 
in last 3 days. 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,300; 

4. ™ — 

to nice $12,000 etter § 316400. 


CHICAGO 


ppt from page 9) 


,000. week, “Perfect Fur- 
ih” ae “ad wk), $19,000. 
e (SW-Cinerama) (1,434; 


$1.25-$3.40) — “South Seas Adven- 
” (Cinerama) (22d wi). Sturdy 
$22,500. Last week, $25,000. 
Roosevelt (B&K) (1,400: 90-$1.80) 
—‘“Hanging Tree” (WB). Smash 
$23,000. Last week, ‘ soe” Periscope” 
(WB) (2d wk), $15.500. 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,400; 90- 
$1.80) — “Sleeping Route. (BV) 
ao wk). Hotsy $60,000. Last week, 


Todds Cinestage (Todd) (1,036; 
$1.25-$3)—“Gigi” (M-G) (33d wk). 
Dandy $15.000. Lest week, $ 

United Be: 


(B&K) (1,7 
Rally Round ra ae 
. Tall $21,500. si A ‘week, 


(Essaness) (1,200;  90- 
$1.50) — “Some Crme Running” 
(M-G) (3d wk). Sock $28000. Last 
week, $35.000 

World (Teivel) (808: pe O° 
von Koepeniek” (DCA) (2a wk). 
Fai $4,900. Last week, \ 








CLEVELAND 
(Continued from page 8) 


$125) — “Tonka” (BY). Pl 
$15,000. Lest on Brie | lowed 
ane oth) Cth sab), '$10,- 


(Community) (500; 
7090 Sete Trianzie” ‘Ineties 
and “Stella” (reissue). Average 
$1,909. Last week, “Paris After 
Midnight” (Indie) and “Devil’s 
Sleep” (Indie), $2.000. 

Mayfield Art (Great Films Inc) 


(700; $1.25) — “Great Dictator” 
(Indie) (reissue). Lively $2,900. 
t week, “Birth of Nation” 


(Indie) (reissue), $1,980. 
Ohie (Loew) (1,244: 
— “South Pacific” 


(Magna) (46th 
wk), Husky $14, ot 


000. Last week, 


Palace (SW - Cinerama) (1.523; 
$1.25-$2.40) — “South Seas Adven- 
ture” (Cinerama) (12th wk). Soared 
to big $17,000. Last week, $16,200. 
Fae ray tle = in ES ~ 

orrney” 3). Good 4.000. 
Last “Last Mile” (UA), 


$7.00. 
_ Sitate, Sever ig masa 


‘Hotes’ $3,000, Last week. $3,400. 


be $5,000 after $6,500 


" “South | $2) 
(Magna) (7th wk), $9,000 | packer’ 


$1.25-$2.50) due 


MINNEAPOLIS 
(Continued from page 8) 
names helping this one. Virile 


a, Last week, 
” (WB) (2d wk), $6,000. 


RKO Pan (RKO) (1,800; 75-90) — 
“At War With Acmy” (Par) (re- 
issue) and “Hot Angel” (Par). Sock 
$7,500. Last week, “Ride Lone- 
some” (Col) and “Life Begins at 
17” (Col), $3,800. 

St. Park (Field; 1,000; 


Ordinarily a subsequent-run 
in earliest 28-day clearance 


al (Mann) (400; 85-$1.50)— 
“Inn of oom Happiness” (20th) 
ou wk). Hefty $5,000. Last week, | 


BROADWAY 
(Continued from page 9) 


Therese” (Ellis) (2d wk). This 
round looks like nice $5,500. First 
was $6,500. 








“Home Before | 


| bright. “Ral 


Louis 
© | $1.25)—“Horse’s Mouth” (UA) (4th | 


| se 


jish $8,000. Last 


| 


Guild (Guild) (450; $1-$1.75) —| 


“Cry From Streets” (Indie). Opened 

Monday (23). In ahead, “The Mis- 

tress” (Harrison) me wk), was = 
roun 


ra bar. (592; 
$1.80-$2.80) — Tables” 
(UA) (10th wk). t stanza 


finishing today (Wed.) is heading 
for fancy $10,500 after $11,300 in 
ninth week. 

Palace (RKO) (1,642; 90-$2) — 
“Rally Round Flag, Boys” (20th) 
(10th wk). Ninth frame completed 
yesterday (Tues.) pushed to okay 
73,500 or close. The eighth was 
11,500. “Db 
(20th) opens 

Odeon (Moss) (813; 90-$1.80)— 
“Bell, Book, Candle” (Col) (9th 
wk). This round finish today 


(Wed.) looks likely tq climb to 


good $10,300. Eighth was $9,700. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3,665; $1- 
— “Remarkable Mr. Penny- 
” (20th). Initial session 
winding up tomorrow (Thurs.) js 
heading | for fair $35,000. Holds. In 
ahead, “Inn of Sixth Happiness” 
(20th) (210th ery $17,000. 

Paris (Pathe Cinema) (568; 90- 
$1.80)—“Horse’s Mouth” (Lopert) 
(16th wk). The 15th stanza finished 


of Anne Frank” 500. 
rch 17. * 








(22) was stout $12,800 after. 


$15,000 in 14th week. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) we. 90-$2.75) — “The 
Jo M-G) and new stage- 
show. First week ending | 
(Wed.) looks like socko $165,000 
N is holding. In ahead, 
“Some R ” (M-G) and 
stageshow (4th wk), $112,000. The 


busmess on Monday was one of | 


| —-“Sleeping Beauty” (BY). 


a aca Meee girs s Birthday | 
akes in history of Ha 
" aavedl (UAT) stony 50)— | 


ae Pacific” (Magna) (2ist wk). 
20th round completed Monday 


| Blitzkrieg 


(23) climbed to fine $21,200 via | 
some extra shows ai.d ho.iday. The | 


19th week, $17,000, better than 
estimated. “C. Ision 
due to open in about six weeks, | 
but no definite ai set. 

Plaza (Lopert) (525; $1.50-$2)— 
“Black Orchid” (Par) (2d wk). This 
first holdever round finishing to- 
day (Wed.) looks like robust $12,- 


” (20th) is | 


{ 


| $1)—“Hanging 


006 ater $18,500 in first week. | 


Continues on indef. 

Bexy ee (5,705; 90-$2.50)— 
oe with stage- 
show u-finel wk). Initial hold- 
ores stanza ended last night (Tues.) 


$68,000. First was $52,- 
000. 000. “Ue Periseope” (WB) with new 
mageahow « 


March 4, to be fol- 
on pad 


rd 


Bravo” (WB), I'kely 

18, as the Easter pic. 
aq auton (R&B) (561; ~~ .80)— 
” ({M-~G) aro wk). i The ;, 16th 
ended turday (21) was 
big $19,100 after $20,500 in 


Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540: $1- 
$1.50)—“Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G) 
(llth wk). The 10th frame com- 
ree coe yesterday (Tues.) was nice 

after $7,800 for ninth week. 

Holds on with t—Y —_ (BV) 
vienicte 

(City Inv.) poo 50-$2) 

—“Last Mile” (UA) (2d wk). First 
round yesterday Tues.) 
was mild $13,500 or near, 

Warner (SW-Cinerama) (1,600; 
$1.80-$3.50)—“South Seas Adven- 


ture” (Cinerama) (32d wk). The 
Sine (23) 
was $21,200. The 30th week, 
$25, Current (32d) week prom- 





Brisk $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 


15th | 
week. Stays on indefinitely at this | 
gait. oy: >| —_ (FWC-Metropolitan) (1,170; 








‘TREE’ STOUT $10,000, 


K.C.; ‘TABLES’ TALL-96 


Kansas City, Feb. 24. 

Rash of newcomers is strongest 
influx in several weeks, and three 
big ones are etching favorable re- 
turns, “Hanging Tree” ‘at Para- 
mount shapes sturdy while -“Sep- 
arate Tables” at Midland is rated 
Round Flag, Boys” 
at Uptown looms good. “Auntie 
Mame” makes news with unusually 
strong ninth week at Roxy. “Rest- 
less Years” in three Fox Midwest 
theatres is fairish. “ s Di- 
lemma” brings first run policy to 
the Brookside Theatre on the far 
south side with moderate returns. 

Estimates for This Week 


Kime (Dickinson) (504; 90-$1.25) 
—“God Created Woman” (Kings) 


(55th wk). Sturdy $1,400. Last 
week, $1 : 
Brookside (Fox Midwest) (900; 


75-$1)—“‘Doctor’s Dilemma” (M-G). 


subsequent run of “Gigi” (M-G). 
Isis, Fairway, Granada, (Fox | 
Midwest) (1,360; 700; 1,217: 75-90)! 
— “Restless Years” (U) and! 
Women, Guns” (U). Fair- 
week, “Liane, 
Jungle Goddess” (DCA) and “Mile. 
Strintease” (Indie), $12.000. 
Mid'and (Loew) (3,500; 90-$1.25) 
—‘“Separate Tables” (UA). Bright 
|$9,000 and likely holding. Last 


Money, 


| week, “Lonelyhearts” (UA) and “10 


Davs Tulara” (UA), $6,000 

Missouri (Cinerama) (1,194: 
$1.25-$2)—"“South Seas Adventure” 
(Cinerama) (11th wk). Okay $8,500. 
Last week, same. 

Paramount (UP) (1,900; 75-$1)— 
“Hanging Tree” (WB). Sturdy $10,- 
000; holds. Last week, “Up Peri- 
scone” (WB) (2d wk), $7.000. 

Rockhill (Little Art Theatres) 
(750: 75-81) — “Lovers of Paris” 
(Indie). Mild $1.200. Last week, 
“Seventh Seal” (Indie). ditto. 

Rexy (Durwood) (879; 90-$1.50) 
—"“Auntie Mame” (WB) (9th wk). 
Surging up to $7,000, excellent for 
this extended-run. Last week, 


Tetown (Fox Midwest) (2.043; 
75-81)—"‘Rally Round Flag” (20th) 
Good $9.000: “holds. Last -week, 
“Inn Sixth Happiness” (20th) (4th 
wk), $4,500. 


‘Beauty’ Rousing 35G, 


Buff; ‘Tables’ 13G, 2d 


Buffalo, Feb. 24. 
Trade is perking here this 
round, being helped by a couple 
of nice newcomers. Top newie is 
“Sleeping Beauty,” rated smash 
at Century. “Hanging Tree” is 
nice at Paramount. “Separate 
Tables” looms sockeroo in second 
session at the Buffalo. “Auntie 
Mame” still is smash in eighth 
week at the Center. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Buffalo (Loew) (3,500; 70-$1.25) 
—-“Separate Tables” (UA) (24 wk). 
7 $13,000. Last week, $19,000. 

‘enter (AB-PT) (3.000; 70-$1.25) 
—*‘Auntie Mame” (WB) (8th wk). 
Sock $10,000. Last week, same. 

Century (UATC) (1, 410; 70-$1.50) 
Smash 
$25,000 or near. Last week, “Last 
” (Col) and “Murder by 
Contract” (Col), $5,500. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 50-90)— 
“House on Haunted~- Hill” (AA) 
and “Cosmic Man” (AA) (2d wk). 
Fair $8,000. Last week, $15,000. 

Paramount (AB-PT) (3.000; 70- 
Tree” (WB) and 
“Thunder Over Tangier’ (indie). 
Nice $14.000. Last week, “Up Peri- 
seope” (WB) and “Million Dollar 
Man-Hunt” (WB), $11,600. 

Teck (Loew) 1,200; 70-$1)— 
“Some Came Running” (M-G) (9th 
wk). Slow $4,000. Last week, 
$4.500. 

Cinema (Martina) (450: 70-$1)— 
“Night Heaven Fell” (Kings) (5th 
=. Tame $2,000, Last week, 
ditto. 





LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 8) 
ger” (UA), $12,100. El Rey, “Old 
Man and Sea” (W-B), “Last Hur- 
rah” (Col) .(2d wk), $1,900. 
ox Beverly, Vogue, Leyola, Or- 


$25; 1,298; 2,213: 90-$2)—“Separate 
Tables” (UA) (9th wk, Fox Bev; 1st 
wk, others) and “Wink ef an Eve” 
(WA) (except Fox Bev). Fast $23,- 
000 or near. Last week, Fox Bev- 
erly, $5,800. 

Pantages (RKO) (2,815; $1.25-$2) 
—‘Rally Round Flag” (20th) (3d 
ie $9,700. Last week, 
.| 

Fox Wilshire (F WC) (2,296; $1.50- 
$2.40)—“Sleeping Beauty” (BY) 
(4th wk). Lush $26,000. Last week, 
same. 

Four Star (UATC) (868; $1.25-$2) 

if " (M-G) (Sth wk). Torrid 
$12,000. Last week, $12,400. 

New Fox (FWC) (765; Es 


Ww 
Niftv_ $7,000. T.ast week. Seeoo” 
Chinese (FWC) (1,408; $2-$2.40) 


* | Mild $3,000. Last week, ended long * 


Amusement Stock Quotations 


Weck Ended Tuesday (24) 


N. Y. Stock Exchange 


1958-59 Net 
High Low High | Vol. Weekly “o~py — Change 
ini@és Hish for wk. 
21 14 ABC Vending 24 195% io we + % 
2234 13 Am Br-Par Th 277 2234 2134 2256 + % 
81% 67°4 Ampex ..... 298 8124 71% 81% +938 
41% 24% CBS ....... $202 41% 4014 411g +1% 
21% 12\4 Col Pix ..... &0 21% 2054 21% + % 
21% 13% Deeea....... 864 21% 19% 20 —%M% 
50% 14 Disney ..... 48 48% 48% 47% + % 
154 97% Eastmon Kdk 327 154° 144 15314 +10 
9% Ce eer 478 614 818 814 —% 
10% 6% List Ind. .... 295 103% 10% 103% + % 
23%2 12% Leew’s .....1926 2314 2158 2278 +136 
12% $$7% Nat. Thea. .. 205 11% 1054 11% + %% 
47% 30% Paramount .. 157 Ps 465% 47 +1 
27% 12% FPhileo -..... 668 27% 2434 27% +2% 
111% 43% Polaroid 292 108% 104% 107% ‘ 
50i'¢ 30% RCA ....... 224 47% 4628 47 +% 
9% 5 Republie .. 34 96 834 9 oy 
1434 914 Rep., pfd. .. 5 14358 1- 14144 
26 1414 Stanley War 132 25 241% 2418 — %& 
30% 20 Sterer i....~ $25 304% 2914 2958 + % 
4214 2154 ‘20th-Fox 122 40°4 3812 3814 —l1 
27%, 15% United Artists 117 26%8 251% 26% +1% 
29% 18% Univ. Pix 5 2956 29 29 — % 
96 57 Univ., pfd... . +600 83 81 81% + % 
3014 1673 Warner Bros. 206 31 2954 3014 + 86 
208%2 6742 Zenith ..... 28 201 191 201 +11 
American Stock Exchange 
4% 2% Allied Artists 324 5% 43% 4% + % 
1034. 7% All’d Art. pid. 38 11 92 10 + % 
7 15g Cinerama Inc.1105 7 536 614 +1 
8%4 3 DuMont Lab. 180 q 634 6% + 5% 
934 734 Filmways.... 470 934 7% 73% —1 
4lo 15g Guild Films. .1440 234 2% 258 + % 
10% 554 Nat'l Telefilm 332 10% 10 10 —% 
84g 358 Skiatron 137 1% 7% 7% —% 
834 3% Technicoler . 152 838 814 8% ‘ 
8% 456 Tele Indus... 20 6% 6% 6% oe 
1434 9 Teleprompter 163 14% 12 14% -+2% 
9142 3% TransLux .. 9 84 7% 814 +% 
Over-the-Counter Securities 
Bid Ask 
oe Industries ....cccscescsecers 3% 3% ee 
Cimerama Prod. ..... occcccocccesoceses 3 3144 +% 
NS occcbdocecoccsoe 3% ys —\% 
Metro: tan Broadcasting encces esncccees = ae 3S ée 
oo. CUR chcc coed pec eeeecesecse ° 8% 9% + %4 
U. A. Theatres ....... wsvesocesoseteones 8% 9% +% 


* Week Ended Friday (20) 
+ Aetual Volume. 
+ Ex-dividend 


(Courtesy of Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Inc.) 





‘Beauty’ Mighty 21G 
In Seattle; ‘Tree’ 10G 
Seattle, Feb. 24. 

“Sleeping Beauty” is standout 
newcomer here this stanza with a 
terrific take at the small Blue 
Mouse. Using a $1 admission for 
kids is helping to get this figure. 
“Separate Tables” looms big in 
second round at the Music Box 
while “Hanging Tree” looks okay 

opening week at Musie Hall. 

Estimates for This Week 
Blué Mouse (Hamrick) (800; $1- 
“Sleeping Beauty” (BV). 
Giant $21,000 or over. All-time 
— J on Saturday. Last week, 
“South Pacific’ (Magna), $7,700 at 

$2.50 top. 
Coliseum 


yen 


(Fox - Evergreen) 
41,870; 90-$1.50)—“Trap” (Par) and 
“Hot Angel” (Par). d $7,000. 
Last week, “Anna Lucasta” (UA) 
and “Machette” (UA), $6,700. 

Fifth Avenue (Fox - Evergreen) 
(2,500: 99-$1.50) — “Rally Round 
Flag” (20th) and “Intent to Kill” 
(20th) (3rd wk). Good $6,500 in 5 
days. Last week, $7,300. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850: 90- 
$1.50) — “Separate Tables” (UA). 
(2d wk). Big $6,000. Last week, 
$6,700 , 

Musie Hall (Hamrick) (2.200; 90- 
$1.50)—“Hanging Tree” (WB) and 


or near. Last week, “P 
(WB) and “Enchanted Island” 
(WB), $8,100. 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2.700; 90- 
$1.50)—“Auntie Mame” (WB) (8th 
wk). Big $9,500. Last week, nenecnoes 

Paramount (Fox-Evergreen) 
(3,107; $1.50-$1.75) — “Windjam- 
mer” (NT) (2d wk). Great $11,000. 
Last week, $10,400. 





—“Auntie — Fg (WB) De on 
Fine on (PWC) (631; 90-$1.50) 
—"My Uncle” (Cont) (10th wk). 

Nice $3,200. Last 300. 
Warner Hollywood (SW-Cine- 
rama) (1.389; $1.20-$2.65)—“South | Great 
Seas Adventure” (Citierama). 
after big 


Started 22d week Sunday 
$21,000 last week. 

Egyptian (UATC) (1,392; $1.65- 
$3.30)—“South Pacific” 


Sturdy $15,009. 


k). | $3. 
(UA) (114th wk). 





Last week, same. 


“Johnny Rocco” (AA). Oke $10,000 intention 





Loew's New Folkways 


mn Continued from page 4 as 


divided on the question of cumula- 
tive voting. The woman  stock- 
holders in the audience, particu- 
larly small shareholders, appeared 
to be the ones most strongly in 
favor of retaining the cumulative 
system. Lewis Gilbert, a profes- 
sional minority stockholder watch- 
dog and a strong advocate of cumu- 
lative voting, was not present, but 
a letter from Gilbert was read by 
Harry Korba, another fregular 
among the vocal minority share- 
holders. In his letter, Gilbert de- 
elared that he would introduce a 
tesolution at the regular anpual 
meeting tomorrow (Thurs.) (also at 
Loew’s 72d) asking for the return 
of cumulative voting at the 1960- 
annual meeting. 

The coguaiied to “the manage- 
ment proposal started early‘in the 
meeting immediately after Vogel 
announced that the company al- 
ready had _ sufficient proxies to 
carry the vote. Stockholders 
branded this announcement as 
“electioneering” and charged that 
the management already “had it 
in the bag” before the shareholders 
}present had an opportunity to 
|make up their minds. Vogel em- 
phatically denied that this was the 
and he indicated that all 








(Continued from page 9) 

Goer nanon ig rot (UA) (2d wk). 

Last week, $21,000. 

ro (995; $1.75-$2.40)— 

“South Pacific” (Magna) (34th wk). 

$8,000, Last week, same. 

(FP) (995; $1.75-$2.40) 

ne . Adventure” (Cine- 
week, $11,500. Fog G 

(Loew) (2,785; anne 


- 


i 


i 


$10:050. Last wetk, “ 





— “Stranger in Aruna” Nes 
lough”- (U) (4th wk), $6,500... 
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New Boxorrice Recorbs In 


: REPEAT SPECIAL ENGAGEMENTS 


UNPRECEDENTED! 
UNPARALLELED! 


~RECORD-BREAKING BOXOFFICE RETURNS 
OF REPEAT DOWNTOWN AND MULTIPLE SPECIAL 
ENGAGEMENTS IN BRANCH, KEY AND 
NON-KEY SITUATIONS PROVE 


CECIL B. DeMILLE’S 











PRODUCTION 


THE TEN 
COMMANDMENTS | 


TECHNICOLOR® 


THE GREATEST 24 yn 4 x BOXOFFICE GROSSER 
THE WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN! 








CITY THEATRE THEATRE 


Atlanta, Ga. Roxy (2nd Week) Los Angeles, Cal. Multiple (2nd Week) 
Anaheim, Cal. Fox (2nd Week) Oklahoma City, Okla. Harber (3rd Week) 
Fall River, Mass. Strand (2nd Week) Portland, Me. State (1st Week) 
Gloversville, N.Y. - Glove (1st Week) Springfield, Mo. Tower (2nd Week) 
Lexington, Ky Ben Ali (3 Weeks)” Worcester, Mass. Capitol (3 Weeks)” 


*3 Week Engagement--following 7 weeks prior engagements in Lexington 3 Week Engag t—following 14 weeks prior engagements in Worcester 





““TEN COMMANDMENTS’ AT BEN ALI THEATRE, LEXINGTON, KY., | “REPEAT ENGAGEMENT OF ‘TEN COMMANDMENTS’ AT OUR 
OUTGROSSED ITS_INITIAL ENGAGEMENT. SCHINE ORGANIZA- CAPITOL THEATRE, WORCESTER, MASS., PROVES AGAIN THIS 
TION EXTREMELY GRATIFIED AND SETTING BOOKINGS FOR 1S TRULY UNPRECEDENTED ATTRACTION. CONGRATULATIONS 


FROM OUR. ENTIRE ORGANIZATION.” — Edward L. Hyman, 
V. P., American Broadcasting Co., Paramount Theatres, Inc. 


, 
at VALwe ‘ ‘ 


OUR ENTIRE CIRCUIT.” —George V. Lynch, Schine Service Corp. 
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Surprise to United States Senate 


Continued fon 2) E———————— 








all manufacturers per se, were 
sought after by the “mob.” 

Actually, the “mob” was more 
interested then, as now, in the “lo- 
cation,” for it is the location that’s 
the boxoffice for the gaudy three- 
for-a-quarter phono records. 

The pattern for cementing rela- 
tions with a location owner (i.e., 
owner of the store or poolroom or 
cafe) bad already been laid down 
not only by some independent ma- 
jor newspapers but large news- 
paper chains. Not by coincidence, 
this format to seize the best “‘loca- 
tions” (newsstands) in the battle 
for position, flowered in the self- 
same Chicago but quickly traveled 
elsewhere, including the east and 
west, as it fanned out for heavy cir- 
culation “wars” and campaigns. 

Many a pinball-jukebox location 
was brand new, that is, built with 
the machines in mind. In numerous 
cases, too, empty stores were 
opened up to house batteries of 
bagatelles or j-boxes; and in New 
York, one of these empty stores 
‘was eecupied by a bigtime pinball 
operator for a long and thriving 
period until a longterm lessee 
came along. (The latter was and 
is MeGuinness, the seafood eatery 
leng in the Times Sq. belt, at 
48th St.) It was a case of a for- 
the-masses establishment getting a 
dress rehearsal as a prime loca- 
tion where nothing but crowds are 
on tap for 16-18 hours around the 


clock. 
Enter Frank Costello 

A few years after Italian-born 
Frank Costello was sworn in a3 a 
U.S. citizen, he was “smelling out” 
the potential of the then-upstart 
vending machine business, and he 
reached his acme in this field 
through an undercover financial 
investment in a large New York- 
based company. His mranagerial 
front man was killed a few years 
ago. 
It is not known whether Costello 
ever actually engaged in jukebox 
operations, although as command- 
er-in-chief of bigleague niteries 
with casinos attached, such as the 
old Beverly in New Orleans {front- 
ed by “Dandy Phil” Kastel), he 
would naturally have had a hand 
in the music machines, however 
paltry the financial returns, 

As a bigtime bootlegger in the 
20s, during the Prohibition era, 
gambler Costello now has reasva 
to regret it, having lost his most 
precious possession—his U.S. cit- 
izenship was removed last week, 
and meanwhile he has been in jail 
on another rap stemming from the 
historic probe of the old Kefauver 
Committee of the Senate. 

Costello and his lieutenants were 
familiar with every important sa- 
loon, cafe and night club, not only 
in New York but other key cities, 
through Costello’s American rep- 
resentation of of Lords 
Scotch “H of L reportedly enjoyed 
peak sales under the Costello ban- 
ner in this country. While persuad- 
ing bonifaces as to the superiority 
of H of L, a Costello flunkey might 
do a bit of hard selling on other 
items, netably juke-joint stuff. 

Juke and vend manufacturers 


New York Theatre | 








and distributors did not invent bus- 
iness diversification, but early in 





their existence they had spread 
out into other vaguely related and 
directly related fields. Prime mod 
el for such activity was one of the 
Big Three manufacturers—in Chi-| 
cago, of course— which in the ‘30s 
already was doubling in a furniture 
subsidiary. Cafes, candy stores, ice | 
cream parlors, juke joints, “cof- | 
fee pots,” etc., needed tables, chairs 
and a lot of etceteras. } 

After years of being prodded by | 
the Dept. of Justice, the re juke- | 
box maker of them all, th yore 
Com , signed a consent decree 
two poe ago. Under that settle- 
ment with the Dept. of Justice in 
an antitrust action, Seeburg agreed 
to refrain from agreements which 
have the effect of barring compe- 
tition among them (included being 
the firm’s 31 distributors). Prior 
to that, the jobbers never invaded 
each other’s territories, with the 
Seeburg company policing the ar- 
rangement. As an example of See- 
burg’s size, at the time of the de- 
cree it was producing about 40% | 
of all coin-operated phonas, with | 
a 000,000 annual retail business 
in jukeboxes. 

(For news of the Senatorial 
jukebox hearings in Washington, 
and particularly the revelations 
concerning personalities in show 
business, see other stories in 
VaRIETY.) 


Hoosier Exhibs 


over, he claimed that the number | 
of theatres in Indiana has de-| 
creased 49% since 1950 and that 

















the projection of figures forecast | 


another 20% decrease during 1959. 

Lochry said that the appeal was | 
being made to the American Con- 
gress of Exhibitors, since as an 
overall exhibitor organization, its 
position is similar.to that of the 
U. S. Government, which receives 
requests for help from state and | 
municipal bodies when disaster | 
conditions exist. 


recognition of the plight of the 
theatres in the state had already 





Tax Commissioners 
accepted a formula for the reduc- 
tion of real estate assessments on 
theatres up to 50% based on the 
decline in admissions between 1949 
and 1958, Lochry added that at | 
present a bill “is receiving very | 
sympathetic consideration” in the 
Indiana legislature giving a 75% 
reduction in gross income tax on 
theatre boxoffice receipts. These 
tax savings, Lochry said, will pre- 


ee | 





in 1959. 
The Hoosier theatremen, noting 
that aid from production-distribu- 





| Cuernavaca, etc. 
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Pete Dana’s Distrib Firm; 
Pitt, Philly, Washington 
Offices Due in March 

» Pittsburgh, Feb. 24. 
New independent distributing 
company, U.S. Films Inc., has just 
been organized by Pete Dana and 
a group of associates and it'll be 
berthed in the beginning in Pitts- 
burgh, Washington and Philadel- 
phia. Offices in the three cities are 
being opened during the month of 


March. 
Dana, a sales veteran and until 


in business as rental studios, they 
still have as their primary objec- 
tive the production of their own 
features for release through their 
own distribution companies. 
Losing Some Losses 
But rental income does mean 
that a great many costs will be 
covered that in late years repre- 
sented loss items. It means that 
losses will be cut or profits ex- 
panded according to the state of 





recently head of Universal’s east- 
ern division, is president of the 
outfit, which has already signed | 
a franchise to release the product | 
of Pacific National Pictures. | 
They've also corraled a lot of for-| 
eign product. 

A native of Pittsburgh, Dana was 
originally head of the U office here | 
before moving up to a district and 
then the eastern division. } 


TV Cuts In 
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that average Mexican is frugal, 


going for anything which offers | 
entertainment without the need to| 
pay for it. 

For example, there’s the situa- 
tion in the provinces, the film ex-/ 
ecutive peinted out. Practice by| 
tv set owners is to place receiver | 
in garages or patios of their homes, 
set up an improvised sort of seat- | 
ing arrangement, and charge a| 
nominal sum (ranging from 25 to 
50 centavos—or 2c to 4c U.S.) for} 
the privilege of viewing the pro-| 
grams. As more areas are opened 
up to television, the repercussions 
will have a marked effect on box- 
office receipts in the provinces, the | 
souree said. Even in this capital | 
city, neighbors go to families hav- | 
ing a set. While in most cases, they | 
do not pay for privilege of seeing | 
telecasts, it does keep them away 
from nabe houses. 

While in a city as large as 
Mexico City, the private tele 
home shows have not any 
important dent, the situation is dif- 
ferent in such towns as Torreon, 
In Torreon, for 
example, the executive claimed 
that there are at least 1,000 tv set 
owners earning the cost of their 
sets and more by allowing friends 
in nightly for a small admission. 
This is competition of important | 
size for exhibitors, the executive | 
said. It was not pointed out just} 
how much coin is garnered by 
cinemas in these smalier commu- 
nities. 


Nev. Senators 
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a possible danger to “the stability 
of a large segment of the gaming 
industry.” 

The resolution said, “It appears 
certain gaming establishments have 
been competing fer entertainment 
among themselves to such an ex- 
tent that the cost of entertain- 
ment has assumed a staggering 
proportion in relation to other 
costs, with the result that many 
gaming establishments aré forced 
to pay much more than they can 
reasonably afford.” 


| ticular point. It means a “diversifi- 


|sets which have been going to 
waste. 


} equipment rental te a unit on a 


=== | ant items. Whether or not the ‘stu- | 
| dio is being used to capacity, the 
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The high entertainment sa. - 
ries paid in Las Vegas, the reso- 
lution continued, “may well and 
justifiably lead to resentment on 
the part of other states and areas 
and eventual pressure for reme- 
dial action on a national scale 
which could have an adverse ef- 
fect on gaming in Nevada.” 

The resolution, if adopted, 
would direct gaming enforcement 
authorities to investigate and take 
action with respect to the enter- 
tainment expenditures by deter- 
mining if the amounts paid to en- 
tertainers are excessive, and to 
take “such action as is necessary” 
to eliminate unfair and excessive 
price practices with respect to en- 
tertainment expenses. 

Echeverria said, “Bad publicity 
on a nationwide scale has a tre- 
mendously adverse effect on the 
gaming industry, and whenever a 
casino folds, such publicity is re- 
ceived.” He said he believed the 
high prices paid—often of neces- 
sity—to. entertainers many times 
are much more than the establish- 
ment can afford and could con- 
tribute to the financial failure of 
the venture, 








ee 


the company’s business at any par- 


cation” step that will pay off in 
fairly stable form. Most important, 
it means the efficient use of as- 





In specific terms, it’s still too 
early to pin down the overall ef- 
fect of rental busimess on estapeny | 
income on an annual basis. But 
taking the experience of one major, | 
Metro, can give clues to what the | 
majors can expect from the new | 
studio look. Presently, Metro has | 
some eight rental! series in produc- | 
tion, plus several pilots. Studio 
can’t predict past May, when all| 
but two of the series are due to} 
be completed. 

But assuming that for the en- 
tire year, between rentals and its 
own tv production, Metro operates 
at rental capacity, the. picture 
would look something like this, 
according to Ray Klune, studio 
manager and the man in charge of 
the rental business. The studio’s 
eapacity is 12 series (apart from 
feature production). These repre- 
sent straight-income situations of 
about $1,500,000 a year to the stu- 
dio. Basis is a rental charge of 
$3,500 to $4,000 for stage and 


three-day shooting schedule (few 
half-hour tv shows ever exceed | 
that). This would mean more than 
$42,000 a week fer 12 shows, and 
optimum production of 

39 episodes in each series, this} 
could top $1,500,000 a year. | 
Below-the-Line 

This constitutes income to the 
studio. It does not constitute the 
entire charge, by a !ongshot, to the | 
tenant. Metro bills the tenant for | 
a complete below-the-line package, | 
running some $20,000 or more per | 
episode, or a “cash handle” of 
over $9,000,000 a year under opti- 
mum conditions. But except for the 
actual $1,500,000 in rentals, the 
balance consists of direct charges 
—cameramen, grips, electricians, 











Studios: Sun-Lit Overhead 
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marily one of television rentals, 
there’s not much difference be- 
tween these and tv-feature rental 
situations. The basic structure of 
a deal, even one involving a com- 
plete packaged service for all be- 
low-the-line expenditures, is the 
same in any instance. The tenant 
is billed for stage and equipment 
rental on a per-shooting-day_ basis, 
plus additional arrangements for 
office space, etc. Then he’s billed 
item by item for crews, construc- 
tion, wardrobe, etc., with these 
generally billed at cost. So that the 
basic income to the studio is for 
rental of facilities, while the bal- 
ance represents a “cash handle” 
that turns over through the studio 
but does not represent income. 
Consequently, whether involving 
tv or features, it all boils dewn to 
how many stages are rented and 


|for how long a period. The more 


rentals and the more extensive the 
rental period, the more income to 
the studio, without any substantial 
increase in operating costs in- 
volved. It’s taken the majors some 
time to realize this and to over- 
come the for-our-own-use-exelu- 
sively attitude, but they've all 
realized that being a landlord 
makes dollars and sense. 


Comedy Back? 
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finding favor with exhibitors, many 
of whom have been camp 

for them. Whether the film com- 
panies continue to spice their 
schedules with comedies depends, 
of course, on the boxoffice reeep- 
tion these films receive. Warner 
Bros.’ results with “Auntie Mame,” 
Universal's experience with “The 
Perfect Furlough” and 20th-Fox’s 
returns on “Rally Round the Flag, 
Boys” are encouraging signs. 
United Artists, significantly in- 
nocent in the comedy department 
in recent years, has three sched- 
uled- for release this year. Its 
initial entry, “Some Like [t Hot,” 


The Marilyn Monroe starrer, is al- 


ready being touted as a hit on the 
basis of preview receptions. Also 
on UA’s sked are “Hole in the 
Head,” film version of Arnold 
Schulman’s play starring Frank 
Sinatra, and “Alias Jessie James,” 


starring Bob Hope. 


“Metro, recently represented by 


“Tunnel of Love,” is coming up 


carpenters, painters, etc., who are| With two comedies back-to-back— 


not normally part of the studio} 
overhead but are hired especially | 


“The Mating Game,” starring Deb- 
bie. Reynolds, Tony Randall and 


for the show. Studio hires and pays Paul Douglas, and “Ask Any Girl,” 
this personnel and bilis the pro-| starring David Niven and Shirley 


ducer directly for their services. | 
But in terms of the meaning of 


MacLain. 
“Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker,” 


that straight rental income of $1,- | starring Clifton Webb, is 20th’s en- 


500,000, it can cover some import- 


realty taxes, insurance and depre- 
ciation on the property and equip- 
ment remain the same, Klune 
points out. These costs had to be 
met whether the studio was in use 
of not, and the rental setup can 
cover those costs in whole or in 
part, whereas previously there may 
not have been enough production 
against which to charge off these 
costs 


Obviously, Klune, emphasizes, 
television and feature rental can’t 
cover the full costs of studio op- 
eration. Had Metro, for example, 
been set up on a rental basis, it 
would have been so designed as to 
meet its costs through rentals. But 
Metro is a production company, 
maintaining a production staff and 
undergoing production costs that 
include some overhead items which 
don't vary with the volume of pro- 
duction, the aforementioned legal 
and story staffs as examples. But 
rentals do provide a balanced 
source of revenue to the studio and 
help defray those costs. 

In terms of personnel, entry inte 
the rental business doesn't gyb- 
stantially increase the overhead 
load. The various department heads 
such as head of construction con- 
tinue to function in both areas, 
that of company preduction and 
rentals, as before. A few clerks 
have been added for better sched- 
uling, but basis permanent staff 
additions are few. Nor does the 
rental business interfere with the 
primary production at the lot. 
While the rentals are given all the 
importance of a studio production, 
Klune states, scheduling is such 
that one doesn’t interfere with the 
0 & 

While the Metro story is pri- 


try’as a followup to “Rally.” 
on the company’s slate are “Say 
One for Me,” starring Bing Crosby; 
“Holiday starring 
Webb and Jane Wyman, and “Sher- 
iff of Fractured Jaw,” a comedy 
western — Jayne Mansfield and 
ore. 


Also 


Clark Gable, who with Doris 
Day clicked for Paramount in 
“Teacher's Pet,” will soon be seen 
in another comedy entry, “But Not 


for Me,” opposite Carroll Baker 
this ti 


time. Par considers “That 
Kind of Woman,” the Sophia Lor- 


en-Tab Hunter film made in New 


York, as a comedy romance. On 
the drawing boards at Par are Tru- 
man Capote’s “Breakfast at Tif- 
fany’s,” “Heller With a Gun,” a 
comedy western, and “Visit to 
Small Planet,” film version of Gore 
Vidal’s Broadway hit. Par, of 
course, has the perennial Jerry 
Lewis, this time in “Don’t Give 
Up the Ship.” 

As far as properties 
are concerned, Columbia seems to 
be the leader in the comedy de- 
partment. With “Bell, Book and 
Candle” well launched, Col has 
“It Happened to Jane,” starring 
Doris Day, as its next big comedy 
offering. On Col’s future list are 
.Such titles as “Idol on Parade” 
(William Bendix), “Once More, 
With Feeling” (Yul Brynner and 
Kay Kendall), “The Mouse That 
Roared,” “Gift from the Boys,” 
based on Art Buchwald’s novel; 
;” starring Danny 
“Who Was That Lady” 
(Tony Cur.is and Dean Martin), 
“The Wackiest Ship in the Navy” 
(Ernie Kovacs, “Pepe,” starring 
Cantinflas and “Our Man in Ha- 
vana,” which author Graham 
Greene describes a3 an “entertain- 





ment melodrama.” 
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| ss HEY, FRED... 
THE PICTURE'S ALL 
WRAPPED UPS IT'S THE FUNNIEST 
COMEDY IN YEARS AND 
WERE G-RR-REAT/ 
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Britain's 


Parliament Queries on Com’ Video 





By ERNIE PLAYER 


London, Feb. 24. 

A tightening-up of the operation 
of television quiz ams in 
Britain is now being put into ef- 
fect following last week’s publica- 
tion of the report by Sir Lionel 
Heald, Queen’s Counsel and former 
Attorney-General, into alleged ir- 
regularities in runving Granada- 
TV's “Twenty-One” show. 

At the same time, the report has 
had other sequels. It has stirred 
up fresh queries about the effec- 
tiveness of the Independent Tele- 
vision Authority, the body re- 
quired under the Televison Act of 
1954 to keep a watch on the opera- 
tions of commercial tv. Especially 
has it added fuel to the fires of 
twe Labor Members of Parliament, 
Christopher Mayhew and Donald 
Chapman, who point to this as 
previding further proof of “scan- 
dalous weaknesses” at the top of 
ITV and raise again their view 
that, in addition to other alleged 
laxities, ITA is allowing programs 
to carry too many advertising 
breaks. : 

These MPs aim in the House of 
Commons today (Tues.) to get 
permission to introduce a bill to 
restrict tv ads to the beginnings- 
and ends of programs, also to en- 
sure that the interval between 
comumercials shall be not less than 
25 minutes. They have feund 
abeut half-a-dozen supporters for 
their move, but even if the bill 
were to be introduced this Pariia- 
mentary session there 
small chance of it being 


ples, which asks if his attention 
has been drawn to a “breach of 
statute” by Granada-TV over the 


on Feb. 6. 
were several main 

sions, which included that 
dueer of. the show, 
did give am indication on the 
tion of subjects in 
the game more interesting, 
“whether or not, as alleged by 
A the practice was 
ried to the extent of disclosing 
cifle questions and answers 
matter of acute as 
tween Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Kes- 
ten which I cannot determine.” 
Inasmuch as Kesten was not an e- 
ployee of Granada but an i 
ent contracted to handle the 
“Twenty-One” show, with entire 
responsibility for the preparation 
and arrangement of the program, 
the network itself was, in Sir 
Lionel’s findings, absolved from 
any blame there might be. 

Sir Lionel — who, incidentally, 
waived his fee for the report be- 

(Continued on page 42) 


Sez Bob Hope Reneged 
On TV Station Purchase, 


Sues for $1,185,000 


Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

Because he “repudiated” am 
agreement fer purchase of a Rock- 
ford, lL, tv station, Bob Hope is 
defendant in a Superior Court suit 
brought by Ashiey Rebison and Al- 


ih 


aR EZ 


7 





ental Television Corp., which 
plaint says was formed by the two 
plaintiffs with Hope and Arthur B. 
Hogan, for purpese of 
control of Greater 
vision 
WREX, 
Plaintiffs claim that by Hoepe’s 
action they lest commissions and 


‘acrimonious affair weren 


* 
Dirty Trick on Old Vic 

Members of the Old Vic 
company who did last night's 
(Tues.) 90-minute “Hamlet” 
performance on CBS-TV’s Du 
Pont Show of the Month didn’t 
even get to see how it came 
off. ‘ 

Show was pre-taped but 
wasn’t finished until Monday 
night. By pre-arrangement, 
troupe was obliged to take-off 
for London Tuesday morning. 
Show didn’t go on until 9:30 
last night, - 

It’s considered likely that 
the Old Vie group will.eventu- 
ally see their taped “Hamlet” 
via a CBS sale of the program 
to cither BBC or one of the 
British commercial tv outlets. 

DuPont paid Sol Hurok $75,- 
000 for the package which is 
split between Hurok and the 
Old Vie Co. Hurok’s perma- 
nent Paris rep, Wolfe Kauf- 

- Man, whe was company man- 
ager for the on. its 
coast-té-eoast tour ailsé re- 

turned with them yesterday 


Peck’s Bad Gir? 
SRO Six Months 





Before Air Time 


Indicative of how the networks, 


Network hasn’t even decided on 
a slotting for the show for next 
season, yet both Ralston and Kim- 
np ey have already —_— 

the 


Gems 


“Blue Men” series 
story). 
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What Happened In Boston?: 


* 
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the 
“Dennis | 





me, THE 
HONEY DREAMERS 


Records Transcriptions 
Memt: ART WARD Direction 
Oxford 7-9034 MCA 











Max Factor May 
Buy Mutual Web 











Cosmetic firm Max Factor is ne- 
gotiating for the buyout of Mutual 
Broadcasting System; owned by 
Hal Roach Studies and Scranton 
Corp. 

Negotiations for the radio web 
came in the midst of corporate dif- 
ficulties for F. L. Jacobs Co, the 
parent company ef Scranten Corp. 
jand various show biz subsids in- 
cluding MBS and Hal Roach Stu- 
dios. Hal Roach Jr., teok over as 
prez of Jacobs in the wake of 
gevernment fraud eharges lev- 
elied against Alexander Guterma, 
the former Jacebs and MBS topper. 

Talks for the Max Factor take- 
over were held in N. Y. yesterday 
(Tues.), with Blair Walliser, exec 


(Continued on page 43) 


B&B Blows Eversharp 





subsidiary of Parker Pen Co., have 

mutually agreed to terminate their 

relationship. The account is esti- 

mated te bill in the neighborhood 
$1,000,000 with the termination 

| effeetive immediately. 

George A. Eddy, marketing vee- 
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Washington, Feb. 24. 
One applieant for Boston Chan- 
nel 5 last week likened the con- 
test to a football game. 
After the first week of the court- 


ordered rehearing at Federal Com-~- 


munications Commission, it became 
clear that rival parties in the 


beanbag. 

The stakes are high, and the en- 
mities among some participants 
tanding and rooted to a large 
extent. in the dog-eateclog compe- 
tition of Boston journalism. A 
pewer fight was inevitable when 
Channel 5 was put up for grabs. 

Ai least some of those interested 
knocked on nrany doors in Wash- 
ingtom—from the Whiie House to 
the House Office Building—and sel- 
dom, if ever, were turned away. 
hearing is piling up a 
looks like a Who’s Who, 
past and present of Washington 


; 


In this effort, FCC Commission- 
ers were approached unabashedly 
while the channel award was still 
But so far 


missioners, that any votes were | 


swung. 

FCC awarded the channel! to the 
Boston Herald-Travelier subsidiary, 
WHODH, in April, 1957 by a 4-3 de- 
cision overruling a hearing exam- 
who had recommended 
Greater Boston Television Corp. 
After the Harris Subcommittce 


: 





touched on some of the goings-on 


’t playing } 


U.S. Court of Appeals told FCC 
to take another look. 

Last week’s hearings included 
testimony from Herald-Traveller, 
the Beston Globe, Massachusetts 
Bay Telecasters and ex-FCC Chair- 
man George C. McConnaughey. A 
run-down of the highlights: 

—Robert B. Choate, Herald 
| Traveller publisher, said he had 
|“easual” talks about the case with 
then Presidential Assistant Sher- 
|man Adams, then Cabinet Secre- 
| tary Maxwell Rabb, then Com- 


| merce Seeretary Sinclair Weeks. | 


He also had two luncheons with 
MeConnaughey but swore he. never 
| talked about Channel 5 with him or 
}any other Commissioner. 

| —Forester Clark, vice president 
| of Massachusetts Bay Teleeasters, 
said he visited Henry Cabot Lodge, 
U.S. envey te the U.N., Weeks and 
|former Presidential aide Robert 
| Cutler. His purpose, he said, was 
| te prevent other parties from in- 
| jecting polities into the case. 

| —Perhaps mest enlightening of 
| all, MeConnaughey said he was 
never leathe to sit down inform- 
ally with applican‘s who wanted te 
“put their best foot forward.” His 
rationale: an FCC member can’t 
live “in a vacuum.” He talked 
with both Choate and Clark. 

| —John I. Taylor, v.p. of the Boston 





dent Eisenhower protesting the 
grant to its bitter competiter—the 
Heraid-Traveller. Globe wasn’t an 
applicant but representatives pur- 
| sued their objections to the grant 
| by contacting a host of government 
| officials, including five FCC mem- 





in connection with the contest, | bers. ' 


Benton & Bowles and Eversharp, | 


Glebe said his paper wrote Presi- | fo 


TV-Radio Examines the Press 





Are Daily Gazettes Discharging Their 





Pied Piper: 58 Style 
Bothwell, Scotland, Feb. 24. 

Television is being named 
here as the big bad giant-kill- 
er. It is driving mice mad! 

Three hundred pet white 
mice, kept as a hobby by a 17- 
year-old schoolboy, Jamie 
Niven, of Camphill, Bothwell, 
have vanished, and their own- 
er blames tv. 

“The television sets in the 
houses in this neighborhood 
are to blame,” he told 
Variety. “They have been 
emitting sound waves which 
annoyed them. The mice just 
could .not stand it, and 
marched away.” 

Only a few mice vanished 
when tv sets became prolific. 
Then there was a mass migra- 
tion from their home in a gar- 
den hut. 


$4,000,000 Take’ 
As NBC-TV Sets 
1] March Specials 


More than $4,000,000 will be 
spent on 11 “uncommons” over 
NBC-TV in March, something of a 
record fer any single month in the 
web’s programming lineup. Ten 
of the specials will be tinted. 

Virtually the entire array of of- 
ferings will emerge under commer- 
cial auspices with the exception of 
three-quarters of “Maria Gelovin” 
and one-half of the nighttime “Mu- 
sic With Mary Martin.” NBC 
sales staffers, however, report in- 
terest in both shows and anticipate 
full-sponsorship by airtime. 

Most recent purchase stemmed 
from General Foods which this 
|week decided on the afternoon 
Martin special Sunday, 
| March 29 at 4 pm. This is the 
| first of two different musicals to be 
| télecast on Easter Sunday. After- 
| moon show will include Miss Mar- 
tin’s flying scene from “Peter Pan.” 
|} On same night (8 o’clock) Miss 
| Martin will do cavaleade of songs 








has bought half of the new | pee for Eversharp said “that he is! with Timex Watches picking up| 
(see separate | considering several Chicago agen-| one-half sponsorship. 
| cies.” 


Other “uncommons” in beefed- 
up March include: Sunday, March 
3, “Some of Manie’'s Friends” (Lig- 
| gett & Myers), tribute to late NBC 
jand RCA exec Manie Sacks; 
| Wednesday, March 4, “Bell Tele< 
| phone Hour” special musical 
| (American Tel and Tel); Sunday, 
March 8, “Maria Golovin,” tv 
preem of Gian Carlo Menotti's 
opera (RCA, one-quarter sponsor- 
ship); Friday, March 13, “Bob Hope 
Show” (Buick); Sunday, March 15, 

(Continued on page 42) 


42—Count ’Em-—42 
Enuny Categories 


Instead of a contirwed paring 
down of Emmy Award categories, 
the National Academy of Televi- 
sion Arts and Sciences has re- 
| turned to its expanded list of cate- 
|gories for ‘58-’59. Last year the 
academy chopped down the award 
categories to 28. This year it will 
bounce back to 42 citegories, al- 
most double that of last year. 

Because of the large number of 
awards and the aecent om enter- 
tainment, the academy telecast on 
May 6 on NBC-TV will not show 
the presentation of all the awards. 

Some of the categories which 
have been expanded over last year 
include the director’s award, in- 
creased from two to four; awards 
fer writers, increased from two to 
four; and news categories, which 














Responsibilities? NBC, CBS to Find Out 


By JO RANSON 


American press isn’t sacrosanct 
anymore in the video eyes of 
broadcasters if programming plans 
turn out to be as electronically 
punching as cracked up to be. 

Both CBS-TV and NBC Radio 
are in the throes of whipping up 
forum, symposiums, debates to dis- 
prove the publishers’ contentions 
that there’s a renaissance of news- 
papers. Broadcasters are taking :the 
bellicose position that daily 
gazettes are not discharging’ their 
responsibility to readers and are 
gathering ammunition to prove the 
steadily waning influence of the 
press, 

Two no-mere-surface examina- 
tions of the press will be con- 
ducted on “The Great. Challenge” 
over CBS-TV March 29 and April 
5. Called “Is American Journalism 
Meeting Its Responsibilities?” it 
reportedly will be a bare-fisted 
looksee at the problem with such 
knowledgeable individuals as John 
Fischer, editor in chief of Harpers; 
Barbara Ward, former editer of 
The Economist, and Sig Mickelson, 
CBS veep and general manager of 
CBS News, doing @ climical ap- 
praisal of the press situation. It’s 
reported that the program may dis- 
play some of the gifted candor of 
the old “CBS Looks at the Press” 
aerial studies with the late Don 
Hollenbeck. 

The April 5 report on the press 
| is slugged “Is the American Public 
| Getting the Information It Needs‘'” 
This one will have the highly- 
informed James Resten, Washinz- 
ton correspondent of the N.Y. 
Times; Arthur Schlesinger, his- 
torian, and Robert Swezey of 
WDSU, New Orleans, and chief of 
the Freedom of Information Com- 
mittee of the NAB on tape. Eric 
Sevareid will moderate both pro- 
grams. 

No doubt the newspapers and 
other media of communication will 
figure in the “Is America Anti- 
Intellectual?” discussion on “The 
Great Challenge” program March 
1. Questions concerned with the 
deterioration of Americen cultural 
life will be dealt with by Prof. 
John Kenneth Galbraith, prof cf 
economies at Harvard, a former 
editor of Fortune Magazine and 
author of the current best-seller, 
“The Affluent Seciety” and Dr. 
Robert Hutchins, prexy of the Fund 
for the Republic and former head 
of the Univ. of Chicago, 

Galbraith and Reston have been 


(Continued on page 40) 
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Don’t Look Now But 
, 
Eigen’s in Trouble Again; 
Chi Chez Cries ‘Enough’ 
Chicago, Feb. 24. 

Jack Eigen, longtime radio-tv 
controversialist who has been do- 
ing a latenight interview stint from 
the Chez Paree lounge nearly seven 
years, is back in trouble again. This 
time it’s because he provoked 
Sammy Davis Jr. into making cer- 
tain remarks about Frank Sinatra, 
who, on hearing a playback tape, 
construed them as nasty cracks. 
Reportedly, the incident cost Davis 
Jr. his friendship with Simatra 
and parts in two motion pictures. 

Now the Chez Paree wants to 
dump Eigen for another interview- 
er, but WMAQ says it will stick 
with the gabber even if it has to 
move the show to another nitery. 
The radio stanza has a good audi- 
ence and has been a big money- 
maker for years. 

Chez bosses say they will not lis- 
ten to the station’s attempts at 
appeasement because they have act 
relations to maintain. Eigen, they 
say, has alienated a number of im- 
portant performers at the club, and 
topdrawer names have been too 
tough to come by in the past to 
risk losing them because of Eigen. 
Davis Jr. has said, f'rinstance, that 
unless the Chez gets rid of Eigen 








also were increased from two to 
ur. 

This year’s Emmy’s will be| 
awarded for programs telecast be- | 
tween Jan. 1, 58 and Feb. 28, ’59,| 
a 14-month period, as what the 
academy calls “a first move toward 
coverage of the tv season, rather 
than the calendar year, as in the | 
past.” 





he will never play the club again. 
Eigen has been im trouble with 
the nitery and certain performers 
several times over the past seven 
years, but always before it has been 
patched up. Likely outcome this 
time is that WMAQ will move the 
show to another bistro and the 
Chez will ineépt a new one in its 
lounge on a different statfon. 
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‘HUBBELL’S DOUBLE- DECKER’ 





Can Prime Time Stand Another Hike? | 


CBS-TV is in the throes of some soul-searching. Will the na- 
tional advertiser go for an additional rap for those middle-of-the- 
evening cream time segments as distinct, say, from 7 or 7:30, with 
the latter’s diminishing audience returns? 

The 7:30 to 8 segment is teugh to sell. With but a few excep- 
tions (as with “Wagon Train,” ‘“Maverick,”) it doesn’t get the au- 
dience that a 9 or 9:30 show attracts, yet the basic rate trructure 
is the same, both 7:30 and 9:30 and’ 10:30 failing under the heading 


of Class A time. 


CBS, from all accounts, thinks something ought to be done about 
it, but hasn’t quite determined how to go about it, or whether the 
time is ripe. Primary motive, it appears, is not to jack up the 
rates in the more desirable periods (although the network wouldn’t 
be averse to a rate pattern that would pave the way for new rev- 
enues) but to arrive at some more equitable method whereby a 7 
or 7:30 period and a 9 or 10 o’clock period would be properly eval- 
uated in the overall programming buying scheme. 

Why, the question has often been asked, should be a sponsor 
shell out $60,000 for a half-hour of time at 7:30 when the same 
coin will fetch him a more desirable 9 or 9:30 or 10 o'clork peri- 
od? By drawing a distinction between the two, CBS is hopeful 
that by a smaller coin investiture in a 7 or 7:30 period, those 
earlier evening time segments will be more attractive to the ad- 


vertiser. 


But the question remains—will client go for a rate hike in the 
more desirable time periods, or will it be necessary to shave the 
cost on the earlier evening periods? 


It’s still in the debate stage. 





Oren Harris’ Do's & Don'ts For 
FCC Spelled Out in 76-Page Bill 


4 





Washington, Feb. 24. + 


The Harris Bill, laying down a 
code of ethics and other legislative 
do's and don’t for Federal Com- 
munications Commission and other 
independent U.S. agencies, con- 
tained no surprises. It followed 
Harris Subcommittee’s extensive 
recommendations for law changes 
made last Jan. 3. 

But bill, which Rep Oren Harris 
(D-Ark.) believes will help halt 
the ktnd of influence-peddling and 
back-door dealing he investigated 
through ‘58, is now in written form, 
76 pages thick, and will soon start 
through the Congressional. mill. 
It’s passage is certain, although 
further thinking may cause some 
changes in it. Harris formally in- 
troduced it Thursday (19). 

Harris, in an interview, said the 
bill is obviously no all-inclusive 
panacea but represents a major 
start in effort to clean out the type 
of shennanigans his Legislative 
Oversight Subcommittee found. 


The bill requires all correspond- 
ence and telephone calls (reduced 
to a written summary) on any 
pending case must be filled in the 
public record, and lays down a 
$10,000 fine and/or a year in jail 
for willfull violation of such public 
disclosure. Written or oral com- 
munications from members of Con- 


(Continued on page 41) 


Cornwell Jackson 
Exits JWT on Coast 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Billy Wilgus, v.p.-manager of J. 
Walter Thompson Hollywood of- 
fice, succeeds Cornwell Jackson as 
veepee in charge of the Hollywood 
office following latter’s resignation 
yesterday (Mon.). 

Jackson joined the agency 14 
years ago to occupy spot vacated 
by the death of Danny Danker. 
Jackson, who with his wife, Gail 
Patrick, is partnered in Paisano 
Productions, which produces 
“Perry Mason” series on CBS-TV, 
said he has no future plans at this 
time. 


CBS’ Whopping Profit 


CBS Inc.'s consolidated profits 
for the fiscal year ending Jan. 3 
were estimated at $24,400,000 as 
compared to $22,193,000 earned in 
1957. It was a year of record 
profits, record sales and record 
earnings, CBS said. 

William S. Paley, chairman of 
the board, and Frank Stanton, 
prexy, also revealed yesterday 








(Tues.) that sales for the year ap- 
proximated $411,800,000 as against 
1957 sales of $385, 409,000. 

Per share earnings for 1958 were | 
$3.10 as compared to $2.81 for 1957. 





, . 

Gobel’s Brit. TV Specs 

George Gobel is set for two spe- 
cial one-hour productions for the 
British ITA network on June 15 
and July 6, respectively. This will 
be Gobel’s first appearance on Brit- 
ish tv. 

Programs will be packaged by 
Gomalco Productions 





NEW LIVE SERIES 
‘OE BO TOPPER 


By GEORGE ROSEN 


What shapes up as perhaps the 
most ambitious and provocative 
series yet designed for television is 
currently on the CBS-TV drawing 
board. If all goes as anticipated, it 
will get off the ground in Septem- 
ber or October of this year. In the 
area of entertainment program- 
ming, it’s not only a companion 
piece for the network’s “Playhouse 
90” entry but even transcends that 
one in terms of scope and format 
flexibility. 

Negotiations for -sponsorship of 
the series have advanced to the 
point where it may ke wrapped up 
in the next week «: so (for rea- 
sons of their own, CBS-TV execs 
want the prospective client’s name 
kept under wraps) and under the 
one-big-sponsor pattern evolved 
for the underwriting of the series 
it will tote up to perhaps the 
costliest weekly. venture under- 
taken by a sponsor. In terms of 
helping to restore live tv to its 
one time preeminent status, noth- 
ing has come down the stretch in 
recent years to match it. 

Conceived by CBS-TV program 
chieftain Hubbell Robinson, the 
series will enlist as producers vir- 
tually the entire network stable of 
creative talent. This will include 
Nat.Hiken, Fred Coe, Bob Banner, 
Leland Hayward, Herb Brodkin, 
John Houseman, etc. On occasion, 
whem necessary, as when outside 
properties are involved, non-CBS 
pactees will be enlisted as part of 


(Continued on page 41) 








Sea Butler Warns 


Com] TY: ‘Stop 


Digging Your Own Grave’: Sez Most 
Shows Are Not Even Second Rate’ 





‘ ° 
45 Mins. From B’way’ 
‘ ° ? 
As ‘Omnibus’ Entry 

George M. Cohan’s “45 Minutes 
From Broadway” will get a full- 
hour treatment on NBC-TV’s “Om- 
nibus” production Sunday, March 
15. 

No casting as yet but Gower 
Champion has been designated di- 
rector of the tv version of Cohan's 
musical. 


Susskind and GM's 
$2,000,000 Deal On. 
§ Carney Specials: 


Eight specials to be done by 
David Susskind and Talent As-| 
sociates with Art Carney starring | 
have been sold for next season to 
General Motors. Reportedly pegged 





at slightly better than $2,000,000) 
the eight-ply package | 


for talent, 
represents another important step 
in the early firming up of the '59- 
"60 season. 

GM has yet to single out one of 


(Continued on page 42) 
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ONCE A YEAR... 


The broadcasting industry gathers 
for its national convention. This 
the NAB conclave is in Chicago March 


VARIETY will distribute its issue of 
March 18th at the convention, to the 
assembled broadcasting industry while 
the meeting is still news and not history. 


Take advantage of AARIETY's “de- 
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Washington, Feb. 24. 

A foe of pay television in the 
U. S. Senate has told commercial 
television to stop digging its own 
grave. Unless something is done 
quickly about present low state of 
programming, tollvision is a cinch, 
Sen. John Marshal! Butler (R- Md.) 
warned. 

Butler, member of the Senate 
Commerce Committee who has sup- 
ported legislation to ban pay-tv, 
used strong language in giving his 
view on programs and advertising. 

“A great majority of the pro- 
grams are not even sccond rate,” 
he said Thursday (19). Speaking 
of westerns and detective offerings, 
he called most of them “just plain 

tvash.” Ads, he contended, “insult 
the intelligence of the viewer.” 

| Said Butler: “Commercial tele- 
vision is vigorously opposed to pay- 
He Claim is made that if we per- 
mit it, commercial tv will die. 
Strangely, commercial tv is en- 
couraging pay video. In effect, net. 
| work and station program directors 
are digging their own graves, It is 
time for a complete overhaul of 
programs and advertising. It is 
time that ratings be forgotten. Ob- 
viously they do not accurately re- 
flect the preferences of tv audi- 
ences.” 

| Butler said that “perhaps” the 
|job of upgrading what is offered 
|the public on tv belongs to the 
Senate Commerce Committee 
(which works on new tv laws). 

| “But it seems to me,” he added, 
| “that network and station opera- 
tors can clean their own houses if 
they so desire. Unless they do so, 
they will force pay tv's acceptance 
by the American people.” 

After the tongue lashing he gave 
| Westerns and mysteries generally. 
| Butler said “a few are excellent,” 
| listing Perry Mason and Mat Dillon 
zs two he likes. 

Butler said advert sing on tv is 
“geared to know-nothings,” adding 
that “about the only clever adver- 
| tising on the air today” is the “Wil- 
| kins and Wontkins” series on Wash- 
| ington stations promoting Wilkins 
| Coffee (handled by loccl M. Bel- 
| mont Ver Standig Advertising, 
Inc.). 

“As far as I am concerned,” But- 
ler remarked, “if I hear ‘a think- 
ing man’s filter and a smoking 
man’s taste," I promptly switch to 
another channel.” 


Reinsch Gets Nod 
As TV Maitre Dem 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Democratic National Chairman 
| Paul M. Butler has named broad- 
| casting exec J. Leonard Reinsch as 
|director of the party’s 1960 Na- 
tional Convention. 

Reinsch is executive director of 
| WSB and WSB-TV, Atlanta, and 
WHIO and WHIO-TV, Dayion, both 
|Cox Newspapers subsidiaries. He 
| was general manager of the 1956 
Democratic convention, tv-radio 
director of the i952 convention and 
radio direetor for the 1944 Roose- 
velt-Truman campaign. - 

In his 1960 capacity, Reinsch will 
be in charge of all physical ar- 
| rangements for the convention, 
and assist Butler in planning the 
format. 

Democratic National Committee 
meets here Friday to make the 
| final decision on site for ‘60 con- 
| vention. Party's site committee 
| Picked Los Angeles, but strong 
pressures are being applied by 
| Chicago, Philadelphia, New York 
j}and Miami to have the National 
| Committee reverse the site group. 
|Meanwhile, Republicans, who 
| choose their convention city in 
| April, are reliably reported to nave 
narrowed choice to Philadelphia 
or Chicago, with Philadelphia more 
likely. 
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‘Answer Has the Answer In Creating 
Network For Religioso Telefilms 





Hollywond, Feb. 24. 

Case study in how to spot-book 
religioso telefilms for maximum 
effectiveness is offered by Dr. Paul 
M. Stevens, director of the radio- 
television co of the 
Southern Baptist Convention, 
which produces and distributes the 
half-hour “This Is the Answer” 
telefilm series. 

With all the vagaries in spot- 
booking, and particularly for sus- 
taining religious film, Dr. Stevens 
has succeeded in creating a “net- 
work” for the “Answer” series 
and in so doing tying in national 
promotion and publicity on a per- 
episode basis. With every telecast 
each Sunday, some 30,000 Baptist 
churches are tied in to publicize 
each show, and a printing of 13,- 
000,000 pamphlets dealing with the 
topic of the specifie show is dis- 
tributed among _ cooperating 
churches, which also encourage 
viewing parties and discussion 
groups. A 

The “network” effect is achieved 
this way. Ordinarily, “Answer” is 
bicyecled among up to 200 stations 
with a minimum of prints. How- 
ever, Dr. Stevens this year decided 
on a switch, ordered 100 prints of 
each of 13 episodes and restricted 
the series to 100 stations, insisting 
however on Sunday. afternoon time 
from each station. Actual lineup 
turned out to be 105 outlets, virtu- 
ally all of them playing the show 
Sunday afternoons. 

With 105 stations playing the 
same episode virtually simultane- 
ously, the Baptist Convention was 
able to focus its promotional drive. 
Member churches were contacted, 
urged to promote the show locally 
and to tie in with viewing parties 
and discussions. Pamphlets were 
printed and _ cireularized, each 
dealing with specific “Answer” epi- 
sodes and timed to the simultan- 
eous showings. In short, the book- 
ing technique added all the na- 
tional promotional advantages of 
a network showcase. 

Baptist Convention only pro 
duces, via Family Films here, 13 
“This Is the Answer” stanzas .a 
year. Consequently, the “network” 
run is only for 13 weeks, following 
which the bicycle technique is 
used for the remaining 39 weeks 
of the year, with greater reach but 
lesser effectiveness. Next season, 
the Convention may up the ante 
to 26 firstruns instead of the cur- 
rent 13. Films are budgeted at 
$25,000 to $30,000 each, but re- 
flect higher costs because key tal- 
ent works at scale instead of their 
accustomed hibher fees. 

“Answer” doesn’t proselytize; 
via dramatic stories it merely 
makes the point that people can 
solve their problems by attending 
church and consulting a minister 
or rabbi. Baptist church isn’t men- 
tioned, and this, according to Dr. 
Stevens, is one reason he can 
achieve such wide bookings. Sta- 
tion programmers find that the 
nondenominational pitch avoids 
beefs from other church groups 
who want equal time for their 
shows. 

Also in work is a new radio se- 
ries starring the David Rose orch 
which the Conference wil! allow 
stations te sell for sponsorship, a 
first for religious broadcasts. Show 
is so, designed as to permit two 
one-minute spots which station 
may sell. Dr. Stevens said the 
decision was made to make it 
available this way because some 
radio stations have pleaded hard. 
Ship in scheduling religious pro- 
gramming. 


CBS-TV’s New Role In 
Taping of TV Com’ls 


CBS-TV appears to be moving 
strong in the production of tv tape 
commercials, setting up a special 
unit under John W. Hundley to 
a the video tape commercial 
d1Z. 

_ Hundley, manager of client rela- 
tions for the operations depart- 
ment of the web, has been given 
an increased area of responsibility. 
He also will be in charge of 
video tape sales. 

Advertisers and agencies have 





been using CBS-TV tape facilities | 


for commercials, upon request. But 
now, it’s understood, CBS-TV is 
ready to act as producer and cre- 
ator of video tape commercials, 


Erickson, Vivian Vance 
For ‘Guestward Ho’ 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Leif Erickson has been set to co- 
star with Vivian Vance in Desilu’s 
upcoming “Guestward Ho!” pilot, 
which Ralph Levy will produce 
and direct. Package is a CBS- 
Desilu coproduction based on the 
Patrick Dennis book. 

Levy will roll the pilot next 
month at Desilu, with Bob Weis- 
kopf and Bob Schiller scripting 
the segment. 


Guterma Hearing 
Off to March 18 


N.Y. Federal District Court hear- 
ings on the Government's anti- 
fraud charges against Alexander 
Guterma and F. L. Jacobs have 


beer postponed until March 18. 
Postponement came after Federal 
Judge Sidney Sugarman held pre- 
liminary chamber conferences with 
all sides on Monday (23). 
Guterma faces a different hear- 
ing Monday (2) before U.S. Com-| 
missioner Earle N. Bishop. This 
is on an arrest warrant, in which.| 
the Securities and Exchange Com- | 
mission charged him with failing to | 
file required reports and planning | 
to leave the country. Guterma has 
denied both charges. F. L. Jacobs | 
is the parent company whose sub- | 








|tv outlets, 


RACHMIL’S EXCLUSIVE 
PACT WITH ZIV TV 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Vet pic producer Lewis J. Rach- 
mil has signed an éxclusive patt 
with Ziv Television, under which 
he’ll function as a toplevel creative 
exee with the studio and as a pro- 
ducer on specific series. 

Rachmil is the latest addition to 
a burgeoning staff of well-known 
creative talents, which Ziv hasn’t 
been ballving but which nonethe- 
less exists at the lot. Lineup in- 
cludes ‘Morton Fine and David 
Friedkin, Elliott_Lewis, Ivan Tors 
and Doug Heyes. Latter are func- 
tioning on individual series, Fine 
& Friedkin on “Bold Venture,” 
Lewis on “Mackenzie’s Raiders,” 
Tors on “Sea Hunt” and Heyes on 
“Bravo.” ? 

A vet of seven years at Columbia 
and three at RKO, Rachmil’s most 
recent productions are “Gidget” 
and “Lou Costello and His 30-Foot 
Bride.” 


Aussie Com TV 
Buys Batch Of 
Telefilm Entries 


HSV, the Melbourne commercial 
outlet and TCN.., its Sidney video 
counterpart, have inked for the 
series righys in Australia to five 
more U. S.-made 30-minute tele- 
film skeins. Charles Michelson, 
agent in this country for the two 
has inked with CBS 
Films for 52 “Small World” half- 
hours and 39 each of “Rawhide” 





sids include Scranton Corp. Hal| . 4 “wanted Dead or Alive.” From 
noting Ca. tnd Mutual Broad-) Wittiam Morris, Michelson bought 
SEN /39 “Real McCoys” and 39 “One 
All sides squared away for the | step Beyond” half-hours. 
legal battle at the initial N.Y. Fed-| ditionally, in the midst of the 
eral District Court hearings, seek- | hot Down-Under buying spree, 
ing to bar Guterma from buying! Michelson recently firmed up a 
jor selling securities in what the| geal for the hourlong Don Sharpe- 
SEC calls “schemes to defraud the! warren Lewis “Wire Service” 
public.” SEC also is applying for | gicks, All six series begin in Aus- 
a court appointed receiver to man- | tralia sometime in mid-March. 
age the F. L. Jacobs Co. The Sales flurry among these two 
initial hearings were held Satur-| 6¢mmercial tv’ers is another index 
day (21). of the Aussie’s desire for Ameri- 
Hal Roach Jr., who replaced |can-made telefilm product. For 
Guterma as prez of Jacobs, wa8 | example, the sked on TCN consists 
represented in court by Henry L.| of over 80% American celluloid. 
King, of the law of Davis,/There isn’t a single day of the 
Polk, Wardwell, Sunderland and | week on the TCN log that doesn’t 
Kiendl. King told the court that | contain at least five American im- 
the Roach management was wholly | ports. The average number of 
independent of Guterma and would | American shows per night is closer 
prosecute Guterma if it were es-|to seven. A random example is 
tablished that he had dissipated | Monday on TCN: “Abbott & Cos- 
assets. | tello” at 7 p.m.; “Last of the Mohi- 
In an affidavit, Guterma’s coun-. cans” at 7:30; “Restless Gun” at 8; 
sel, Richard H. Wels, challenged |“Lucy” at 8:39, an American 
the power of the SEC to ask for|drama anthology at 9; “Track- 
court appointment of a receiver. | down” at 9:30, and—after the local 
The affidavit contended that Con- | “Bobby Limb Late Show’—there 
gress never granted the SEC such ‘are feature films (mostly Ameri- 
power. 'ean) at 11. 


fs Syndication Reviews 


little background will help to 











RENDEZVOUS 


Lori Nelson Re NTA: Bad Boys 





Takes Powder On ‘How To Marry A Millionaire’ 
With a Passel of Gri 


pes 





Markle te Munich To 
Helm ‘Rendezvous’ Trio 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Fletcher Markle has been signed 
by CBS-TV to direct three vid- 
films in its “Rendezvous” series, 
being readied by CBS-TV Film 
Sales. 

Markle left Sunday for Munich 
where he will direct the telepix. 
Producer of the series is Edwin 
H. Knopf. 


Two 6-K Series 
To Roll for NTA 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

With finalization of a deal for 
Gross-Krasne to produce two series 
this spring and fall for National 
Telefilm Associates, the NTA 
made-in-Hollywood slate now ealls 
for a minimum of six half-hour 
series during the coming year. It’s 
likely that figure will be advanced 
to as many as nine or 10. Mini- 
mum outlay involved is $7,500,000. 

Gross-Krasne will produce 
“Fate,” its dramatic anthology 
series, plus a second untitled action 
series, starting in a few weeks at 
| its California Studios. Series will 
| mark the first Hollywood produc- 
tion venture for G-K in some three 
years—all its production activities 
during this period have been con- 
fined abroad. 

Also due to start shortly is “High 
Noon,” televersion of the Stanley 
Kramer film, which currently is in 
the casting stage. Already well ad- 
vanced in production is “The Third 
|Man.” In both instances, “High 
Noon” and “Man,” NTA is produc- 
ing itself rather than distribbing a 
studio property. 

In addition to these four, NTA 
| has renewed “How to Marry a Mil- 
lionaire”’ and “Man Without a 
| Gun” for 2 second year on its NTA 
Film Network, with 20th-Fox Tele- 
vision to produce. “This Is Alice,” 
the. network's third show, is prob- 
ably due for cancellation. “Alice” 
is a Desilu production, but that 
shop figures to get a second-year 
| renewal on the syndicated “U. S. 
| Marshal.” 
| Besides these, NTA prexy Ollie 

Unger is looking closely at other 
| Desilu, 20th and indie product as 
possible network or syndicated en- 


tries. This, apart from the video- 
tape and foreign coproduction 
deals on the NTA slate. 
| . . 
| Vidpix Chatter 
Producer Jules C. Goldstone in 
N.Y. for screenings of “The Thirty 
Third” pilot, starring Charles Bick- 
ford . . . Charles Lamont will di- 
rect United Artists Television’s 
“Dennis O’Keefe Show”. . . Ro 
ert Herridge begins shooting in 
April in N.Y. on his video tape se- 
ries for CBS Films, titled “Theatre 





— 























Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

If NTA decides to have a second 
year of production of its “How to 
Marry a Millionaire” series, it’s 
going to have to get itself another 
girl. Lori Nelson, who shares star 
billing with Barbara Eden and 
Merry Anders, has had it. | 

Miss Nelson refused to grant 
NTA an extension to Feb. 20 be- 
cause “I was unhappy at the 
thought of doing it again. There 
was no way I could get out if they 
went ahead by last Jan. 6. They 
didn’t, and asked me.for an ex- 
tension to Feb. 20. I wanted out, 
so told them I would grant the 
extension only if they would give 
me a certain amount of time off. 
They said they couldn’t because it 
might be in breach of contract if 
there was a strike or anything, so 
I got out and I’m so glad. If they 
met my terms, I might have a 
different attitude. 

“I had first billing, but that’s 
all I had. Loco (Barbara Eben) 
got the most footage and Merry 
Anders had the sharp lines. I was 
the mediator and had little else 
to do. I will never again do a series 
with two other girls, or even one 
other, for that matter. I was third 
in everything, despite my first star 
billing. 

“I didn’t want to work for NTA 
again. They’re bad boys. They cut 
on the budget. It wasn’t like a 
major studio situation. I did a 
‘20th-Fox Hour’ for 20th several 
years ago, and NTA is now re- 
running that series. My show has 
been on locally a number of times, 
but I’ve received no residuals. I 
called Screen Actors Guild about 
it, and they told me NTA won't 
pay residuals, so Fox will have to. 
I don’t have any yet. 

“NTA wanted us to go on a p.a. 
tour for the series, but didn’t want 
to pay us. Our contract stipulated 
only one week of p.a.’s and they 
wanted three, the other two free. 
I wouldn't, and they finally agreed 
to pay $200 less than my weekly 
salary. They got their money's 
worth. I worked harder on the 
tour than I did on the series. We 
would have several interviews at 
the same time, we didn’t have an 
itinerary until the last week. It was 
utter confusion. They wouldn't 
give us expense money, so we three 
howled, and they sent us our first 
week’s salary, but no expense 
money. We never did get that. 

“T don’t think the series has hurt 
my career, but it hasn’t helped me. 
A lot of people think I'm silly to 
give up security in an inseeure 
business, but if I did it again I'd 
be another year beliind. 

“T haven’t worked in six months. 
I've never done bits. I was always 
starred and co-starred in pictures 
at UI except for my first one. Un- 
fortunately the pictures UI makes 
are not those which the industry 
likes, and if the industry doesn’t 
like them it doesn’t help your ca- 
reer. I know my craft. I’m attrac- 
tive. I have something to offer. 
But this doesn’t seem to mean a 
thing. People say ‘she’s been 
around a long time.’ It’s kind of 
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| 





(Mama Pontani) 
With Charles Drake, Lily Kann, 


Julia Hopkins, Maurice Kaufma®, 


others 
Producers: Edwin Knopf, Howard 

Erskine 
Director: Pat Jackson 
Writer: Taddy Manning O’Brine 
Distribdtor: CBS Films 
30 Mins.; Wed., 10:30 p.m. ] 
RHEINGOLD BEER 
WRCA-TV, N.Y. film) 

(Foot, Cone & Belding) | 

It had to come. Someone had to 
do 2» 30-minute capsule version of 
an ita.ian neo-realistic motion pic- | 
ture. Producer Edwin Knopf gets 
the credit for taking the first tele- | 
| film dip in that genre; he also) 
| shares in the rae for its failure to | 
come off. 

“Mama Pontani” was the initial 
episode telecast in this‘ anthology 
series, known in the N.Y. market | 
as “Rheingold Theatre '59,” but | 
sold by CBS Films under the over- 
all title of “Rendezvous.” The se-| 
ries has some excellent writers and 
players, with plots ranging from 
suspense to comedy. It would be 
wrong to judge the series solely on 
the initial episode and even the 
opener, despite its faults, had an 
| adult, offbeat approach which may 
be translated more effectively in 
future episodes. 

But “Mama Pontani?” Well, aj 














understand its failure. Under pro- 
ducer Howard Erskine, CBS-TV 
made 13 episodes before handing 
over the series to its subsid CBS 
Films. The subsid made a copro- 
duction deal with Associated Re- 
diffusion to film the remaining 26 
episodes in England, hiring Knopf 


| as producer for the remainder. 


“Mama Pontani” was. filmed in 
England; it’s a teleplay about a 
wartime incident in an Italian vil- 
lage, with the lead charaeters 
earthy, volatile Italians. Julia Hop- 
kins, as Maria, and Maurice Kauf- 
mann, as the bed son, had more of 
an Engich than an Italian fiavor. 
As Mama Pontani. Lily Kazin was 
the most convincing. She appeared 
to be a fine actzess and might have 
gotten away with the histrionics 
had the teleplay been better. Hers 
was the major role anc she lent 
warmth, sympathy and humor. 

The script by Taddy Manning 
O’Brine, though, tried to accom- 
plish too much in the 30-minute 
span and was flawed by plot com- 
plications beclouding motives and 
story developments. The story ia 
a nutshell concerned the wartime 
reminiscence of an ex-G.I. He told 
an essentially interesting story, of 
how he knew of an Italian mother 
who sent her own son, a bad 
hombre, to be killed. There are sex 

(Continued on page 43) 


for A Story”... Independent Tele- | tragic. Where do you go from here? 
vision Corp.’s “Treasury Agent” | I've only had three parts I’m proud 
has started filming in Washington | of in eight years—two pietures, 
. .. Bob Kole, formerly with Film-|‘All I Desire’ and ‘If I Died a 
ways, has joined Pathe News as | Thousand Times,’ and one ‘Climax’ 


quality supervisor. . . Bernard L. 
Schubert, Inc. is prepared to in- 
stall juke boxes in leading high 
schools of the nation as a promo- 
tion tie-up with Schubert’s “Your 
Musical Jamboree” show . .. MCA- 
TV has inked Paramount library 
deals “it KFJZ-TV, Ft. Worth- 
Dallas; and WBNS-TV, Columbia, 
O. ... George Shupert, MCA-TV, 
v.p., has returned from a Coast 
| trip . . . Nina Dorrance, editor of 
Talmey, editor of Vogue, will be 
panel guests on an episode of 
“Tactic,” the anti-cancer series 
produced by NBC-TV . . . Gerald 
Beadle, director of tv broadcasting 
for British Broadcasting Corp., was 
the guest at a luncheon given by 
National Telefilm Associates at its 
headquarters. Foliowing the 
luncheon, Beadle visited NTA’s 
Telestudios ... WPIX, N.Y., which 
has adopted the blecknight tele- 
film programming format, has de- 
signated Sunday evening as “De- 
tective Night.” Sunday evening 
formerly was “Family Night,” but 
that’s been shifted to Saturday 
evenings. with rerun features pre- 
viously slotted Saturdays dumped. 





|'True Story Magazine, and Allene | 


in tv,” she said. 


Contract Bridge Tourney 
As Syndication Series 


Hollywood, Fen. 24. 

In the first action of its kind, a 
pair of local tv producers are put- 
ting up the coin by which the 
World’s Championship Contract 
Bridge team from Italy will be 
brought to the U. S. to participate 
in a world’s championship tourney 
strictly for tv purposes. Coverage 
of the event will be syndicated 
throughout the country after beam- 
ing here. 

Henry Schrage and Larry Stus- 
ser, producer of KTLA’s “What's 
the Bid?” teleseries, are bringing 
to L. A. the seven-man Italian 
bridge team to compete in the tv 
tourney against a six-man team of 
American players. 

A special two-hour telecast of 
opening play in the event was 








carried by KTLA Feb. 22. 
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FEW FRESH FEATURES FOR 59 








Global Count: 70000,000 TV Sets 


The tv antenna has become a 


The world set count at the end of '58 stood at the phenomenal 
level of nearly 70,000,000 tv “boxes.” In the U.S., the home tv 
set count is put at 44,000,000, by far the most saturated country in 
the world. Canada has an estimated 2,657,000 sets. The remainder 
of the world, according to figures supplied by the United States 
Information Agency, has about 23,000,000 sets. 

The overseas set count, watched so closely by telefilm compa- 
nies intent upon increasing foreign biz, rose by 6,500,000 sets. Ac- 
cording to USIA estimates, the Free World has a little more than 
19,500,000 sets, exclusive of the U.S. and Canada; and the Com- 
munist Bloc less than 3,500,000 sets. In '58, there was a gain of 
5,500,000 over "57 in the Free World and an increase of about a 


million in the Soviet bloc. 


In the Free World, Western Europe had about 14,500,000 sets, 
Latin America and the Far East about 2,500,000 each, and the Near 
East, South Asia and Africa a few thousand. As usual, the United 
Kingdom with more than 9,000,000 sets, led the Western Euro- 
pean countries, while West Germany forged ahead on the Con- 


tinent with 2,000,000 sets. Japan, 


West Germany, doubling the number of sets in use within a year. 

In the Communist Bloc, the Soviet Union had slightly more than 
2,500,000 sets by the end of the year; virtually all the remaining 
sets were distributed among the European satellites, with Czecho- 
slovakia and East Germany far in the lead. 


ITC's Batch-of Fresh Pilots For 2 








EVEN QUALITY 
HAS FALLEN OFF 


What are the prospects of fresh 
features coming to tv in ‘59? In a 
word, dim. 

Not that there won’t be packages 
coming from a few established thea- 
trical-to-tv distributors and some 
numbered groups coming from 
other outfits, but the total will be 
comparatively small. The quality, 
too, is off considerably, compared 
to the heyday of the tv cinematic 
boom, when Metro, Warner Bros., 
et al. hit the airwaves for the first 
time just a few years back. 

This is the outlook for the year 
from the established distributors: 

National Telefilm Associates: A 
group of 50 is due to be opened up 
at the end of April. Thirty-nine in 
the group are British imports of 
recent vintage, all post-’48’s. Titles 
include “Indiscretion of An Amer- 
ican Wife,” Jennifer Jones and 
Montgomery Clift; and e Wild 
Heart,” Jennifer Jones, NTA will 


world trademark. 


however, almost caught up with 


20th-Fox group to distribute under 
its deal with the motion picture 





Independent Television Corp.4— 


plans to come into the spring-sum- 
mer selling season with a minimum 
of six pilots. 

Already set for ITC distribution 
is a roster of eight properties. The 
six projects for fall airing will 
come from among the nine, or still 
uncommitted sources: The web 
projects will be fed to ITC from 
the Jack Wrather Organization and 
Associated Television of U. K. ITC, 
too, under its own banner will be 
involved as producer of some 
shows. {ITC setup has Jack 
Wrather and Associated Television, 
each owning a third of the organiz- 
ation, with another third held by a 
variety of shareholders). 

The nine properties already set 
for ITC distribution fdllows: 

“Emergency,” an ITC production, 
with Arthur Lewis producing; 
“Four Just Men,” Wrather Organ- 
ization property done in conjunc- 
tion with ATV and Sapphire Films 
of England; “Treasury Agent,” 
ITC; “Adventures ot Tom Swift,” 
Wrather; “Command,” series deal- 
ing with a cavalry unit in post- 
Civil War period, with James War- 
ner as writer, an ITC production. 

“Guns West,” Allen Sloan, 
writer, ITC; “Interpol,” Wrather 
deal with J. Arthur Rank Organiza- 
tion; and “Whiplash,” an ATV 
propetty to be produced in Aus- 
tralia, previously titled “Cobb & 
Co.” 

In the “Four Just Men” series, 
the last featured lead has fallen to 
Richard Conte. Other principals in 
the series, based on the Edgar Wal- 
lace thriller, are Jack Hawkins, 
Vittorio De Sica, and Dan Dailey. 

Some of the above-mentioned 
properties may be pulled out for 
syndication. ITC currently is out 
selling “Cannonball” on the mar- 
ket-by-market level. 


‘Enforcers’ As 
~ Wrather Entry 








Hollywood, Feb. 24. | 

Producer Warner Toub Jr. has | 
sold a vidpix series, “The Fn‘orr-' 
evs,” to the Jack Wrather ovganiza- | 


tion. } 


Shooting by Toub’s Vikings Pro- 
ductions has already begun, with | 
backgrounds lensed in New Or-| 
leans. Partnered with Toub in the 
televenture are 20th-Fox pactee Al 
Austin and Bill Webb. Webb {fs 
director-writer of “You Asked for 
It.” Austin stars in the series with 
Steve Marlo. 

Series deals with a pair of Dis- 
trict Attorneys working with an 
attack dog. Billy May will do the 
background music. Minimum of 26 
vidpix is planned. 





a - company and that will be dis- 
S¢’s ‘David Harum’ Series | ‘"ibuted tn January, ‘60. 
. 
ain do Screen Gems: Columbia subsid, 
Screen Gems is going .“| which also handles the Universal 
half-hour vidfilm pilot, with Chill library, plans to continue its cur- 
Wills as = a. of the old radio| rent releasing pattern, that is, a 
soaper “David Harum.” 4 : 
Agent Mitchell Hamil burg| four months ‘There cht oe eons 


wrapped up the deal with the Col | variations of this, with larger and 
subsid over the weekend. Tied In| .matier packages, but it'll add up 














with the SG production also will} to) about 156 pix per year for $G 
be Famous Artists and the Jaffe Currently out with the “Power- 
Agency. house 78,” SG should have its next 
package for distribution in mid- 
March. (SG has about 200-250 Co- 
lumbias and about 350-400 Uni- 
N ) versals still untapped, but some of 
the oldies for one reason or an- 
other are unsuitable for tv, But in 
numbers, it gives SG the biggest ; 
0 = backlog). 

United Artists Television. should | 
be coming through with additional 
pix for the year. Then there are 

orm uy the “Tarzan” pix, the imports, the 
good as << the marginal to 
I _| poor, and the post-’48’s of the 
néependent Television Corp American indies which may dribble 

Pulled a neat coup in its sale of 
“ ” | to tv. From the established distrib- 

the “Gale Storm Show” to ABC 
utors the total for the’year is about 

TV, chalking up a profit of about 
375 pictures, with a possible 125 

$2,000,000 in a quick turnover of. 
the property. | from . —_< sources, giving | 
r ITC bought the | Ye otal of a possible 500 for | 
property from Hal Roach Studios The possible 500 for "59 doesn’t | 
for about $2,000,000. Involved were | count up to one healthy pre-’48 | 
111 episodes, including the current | library of a major Hollywood stu-| 
series now being runoff on CBS-/ dio. The pix from all sources is | 
TV. Deal also included fresh pro-| smaller in numbers to the Para-| 
duction on the show, on which mount library now being dis- | 
Roach would share at a certain | tributed by MCA TV. (Incidentany, | 
percentage. | Para pix were not included in the | 


Four months later, it took the rundown as fresh pix because they | snapped. 


property afid sold it te ABC-TV for | 
about $5,000,000. The ABC-TV deal | 
involves from 99 to 111 rerun 


Die" ran’ rights over « threeear | WAPLAN ROUNDS OUT 
of the three-year ABC-TV deal is| SCHUBERT EXEC TEAM 


that the web contracted for a min- Bernard L. Schubert has round- | 
imum of 26 fresh “Gale Storm” ed out his exec team for an ex-| 
— slated to unreel in prime panded thrust in the syndication | 
“"[nvelved inthe ‘whecing deal| ar" Ce genie be tne 
operation—the first for ITC under | ate. oe Sere 
Walter Kingsley’s piloting—were| Kaplan moves over to Schubert, 
pe cage eg A - ay = |Inc., on Tuesday (3), the day the 
an . ra oh ey the Sal-| company moves into its new main 
. bag A fae ao f © jeans at Fue, dae. (It formerly 
iG ALU-TY, tne. | had a suite on Madison Ave.) Kap- 

hand, in picking it up. Big factor | jan resigned as eas crn director of 
(Continued on page 43) national sales of National Telefilm | 
Kaplan will report to Charles 


KELLOGG’S PAYOFF er ane. v.p. a charge of syn- 
ON ‘HUCKLEBERRY?’ | bert appointment Eugene C. Wyatt 


(Continued on page 42) 








Assocates to assume his new post. | 





High status of “Huckleberry | Joimed the exec lineup as v.p. in 
Hound,” the nationally-spotted Kel- charge of net sales. Dave Savage 
logg cartoon show sold by Screen | ®°W is administrative v.p. for the | 
Gems, is reflected (in the Pulse top | 9°T8@nization. 
20 chart this week) and in the ARB|, AS general sales manager, Kap- 
tv rundown. | tan will coordinate the network, 

Kellogg sponsors the stanza in| regional and syndicated film sales 
slightly over 200 tv markets. In the | Of the company. Schubert will have 
85 markets covered by ARB for! minimum of three properties in 
the months of October, November | syndication this year, as well as a 
and December, the SG show, the | feature package of 26 pix. Already 
last report available in each mar-| in syndication is “Your Musical 
ket shows “HH” has copped first! Jamboree.” Set for filming are 





place over the competition 75 out | “Counterspy,” and “New Adven- 
j tures of Mr, and Mrs. North.” 








‘of 85 times. 


Status of Film Syndicators At 
NAB Meet Not Even 2d Class 


* The status of film syndicators at 
the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
has fallen from “‘second class” cit- 
izenship to "third class.” 

First the NAB barred film syn- 
dicators from exhibiting at annual 
confabs, contending that such ex- 
hibits turned the NAB meets inte 
carnivals and detracted from the 
business atmosphere. There will be 
no such exhibits at the upcoming 
Chicago annual meet, March 16 
through 18. 

Then, there is the matter of suite 
accomodations at the Conrad Hil- 
ton Hotel for the March meet. Syn- 
dicators complained that they were 
allotted suites on many floors, in 
different parts of the hotel this 
time. At previous conventions, the 
syndicators were grouped together. 
ment. Syndicators, who have the status 

of associate members and who plan 

to attend, contend that this year's 

suite allotment is “by design.” 
The topper is that the one major 


‘Tnstant Film’ As 
feature favored by fiim distribu- 
. tors, the film forum, has been axed 
from this year’s NAB convention 
$ agenda. Telefilm companies fought 


and complained in order to get the 


film forum at the NAB meet and 

they succeeded in having the NAB 

0 ape “program such a forum the past few 
years. But in ‘'59, even that rug 

The producers of rew celluloid | 488 been pulled from under them. 
stock are fighting back. Eastman-| Instead of the film forum, the 
Kodak, one of principal suppliers| NAB on the last day of the con- 
of celluloid to both tv and motion | vention has scheduled a 30-minute 
picture film producers, is~ re-| presentation on film and video 





In Co-operation With— 

CBS Films’ roster of proj- 
ects shapes up as a “who's 
who” among governmental 
agencies and recognized na- 
tional organizations. 

There's “Diplomat,” done 
with the cooperation of the 
State Department; “Border 
Patrol,” Bureau of National- 
ization and Immigration coop- 
erating; “Heritage,” Depart- 
ment of Interior; “Bellevue” 
with the N.Y. City Hospital 
Department; “Attorney,” with 
official cooperation of the 

- American Bar Assn., and two 
series contemplated’ with the 
assists of the Treasury Depart- 
ment and the Justice Depart- 





-| portedly (1) working on a plan for | tape, to be delivered by Joe Floyd, 


agen Ke BP yg = = of KELO, Sioux —_— oe ~~ 
vie almost immediately | kota, chairman o AB's tv m 
after they are filmed, and (2) have | committee. 
—_ ned a ae ee a — Many telefilmeries initially de- 
Stan Holmes ‘to promote exclu- — 4 alg ay — 
“ . | convention, as soon as oO 
oer the “professional use of | signed up, renewing its associate 
Subject of instantaneous one Begs Pa — 
came up briefly last week at a ee te — ee van 
panel on video tape run by the| P.S. Telefilmeries will not hold 


Academy of Television Arts & 
: their annual co-op cocktail party 
Sciences. Wallace Ross, an execu- at this year’s NAB As one 


tive with the Film Producers Te), 
: syndicator put it : “It’s hard to 
Assn., raised from the floor the a ‘third class’ citizen.” 


possibility of E-K going into in-| P/@¥ host as 
There is understood to be a proc- 
Set For Unveiling 
be run through a developer so that | 
the Polaroid Land Camera prin- | tion plans at next month's Chicago 
mediate key to the film suppliers Charles (Bud) Barry, is offering a 


stant film. The Ampex-RCA tape-| 
ess, developed for war use, where- | 
quick prints can be shown. Though; NTA Film Network will unveil 
ciple, by which a still photo can be meeting of National Assn. of Broad- 
push to compete against video tape series of Shirley Temple features, 











oriented executives on the panel | is 
shows no signs of knowing about | 
ie reported process Barry Blueprint 
| 
by motion picture, as it comes om 
of the camera, can immediately 
it supposedly still has kinks, this | ; a 
is something like an animation of its programming, sales and affilia 
made seconds after the pic is casters. 
| Right now, the web, helmed b 
However, believed to be the im. | ane Gop Se ee 


j is the pacting of Holmes. E-K, it | starting in April. The Temple the- 
| is believed, has not in recent years atricals have been the web's most 


had anybody on staff who was a) : 
straight publicist, current idea ap- | ¥°¢essful offering to date. (It also 


parently being that an aggressive | is currently represented with three 
publicity. campaign by film is in| half-hours, “How To Marry A Mil- 
“Alice” is set for new production, 

EY E JEAN HAGEN FOR But what of other programming 
Jean Hagen is being sought by | °f directors weighing the costs and 


order to keep from being swamped lionaire,” “This Is Alice” and 
with the NTA web as the probable 

‘ ?/ next season? It’s known that Barry 
BRINGING UP KATY |has presented a series of alterna- 

Revue Productions to siar in a new | Potential sponsors. The web, which 





by tape. | “Man Without A Gur.” All except 
vehicle.) 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. | tive proposals, with the NTA board 


| telepix series, “Bringing Up Katy.” |™&y go in for taped specs, as well 


Everett Free- | 25 filmed shows, has been an “un- 
man, producer of “Bachelor |K®Own quantity” in the words of 
Father,” revolves around the ex-|NTA board chairman Ely Landau, 
ploits of a mag writer. the “unknown quantity” referring 


‘ to the web's futare. 
Miss Hagen ‘has appeared in one 
series, for several years serving as To what extent NTA will gamble 


Danny Thomas’ tv “wife,” exiting 7 new programming depends on a 
that tion for other assignments. | ember of factors, not the least of 
which is the ——— of clear- 

B ing prime time with affiliates. An- 
CBS Newsfilms Sales other is the forecast support along 

Five additional U. S. tv stations | Madison Ave. Landau, at the recent 
have subscribed to CBS News-|stockholders meeting, acknowl- 
films. They are WRVA-TV, Rich- | edged that the web had been run- 
mond, Va.; KFBB-TV, Great Falls, | ning in the red. The scope of new 
Mont.; WABI-TV, Bangor, Me.; | programming plans to be unveiled 
WAGMN.-TV, Presque Isle, Me., and at the NAB confabs should tell to 
KETC, St. Louis educational sta- | what extent NTA will be pushing 
tion. | the non-coaxial cable web concept. 


Series, created by 
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THE GREAT CHALLENGE 
With Eric Sevareid as 


guests 
Producer: James Fleming. 
Director: Michael Zeamer 
60 Mins.; Sun. (22), 2:30 p.m, 
CBS-TV, from N.Y. (tape) 

There was brilliance of. speech, 
much of a poetic nature, and elo- 
quently philosophic thought that 
ran through the first program in 
“The Great Challenge” series for 
1959 over CBS-TV (22). “Where Is 
Science Taking Us?” was the perti- 
nent query asked of Dr. Detley W. 
Bronk, president of the Rocke- 
feller Institute and prexy of the 
National Academy of Sciences; Dr. 
J. Robert Oppenieimer, director 
and professor of physics, Institute 
for Advaneed Study at ‘rinceton, 
and Dr. Jerome B. Wiesaer, d.rec- 
tor of the Research Lab of Elec- 
tronics and prof of electrical eng:- 
neering at MIT. Eric Sevareid, 
CBS News’ chief Washington cor- 
respondent, was the moderator. 

Sevareid and his guests were ap- 
palled at the immensity of the 
question and Dr. Bronk thought 
the reai question should have been: 
“Where Is Society Taking Sci- 
ence?” Indeed, it was a vast canvas 
these three distinguished scientists 
were asked to cover. Their answers, 
however, were such that led seri- 
ous-minded viewers to believe that 
these men steeped in the bew_Ider- 
ing complexities of hydregen bomb 
mzking, missiles and space age 
experiments were not cold-blood-d 
researchers bent on wiping out the 
world but deeply perturbed human 
beings struggling w'th questions of 
in their mammoth 


morel values 
researches of atems and outer 
space. 


Speakers were proked on such) 


questions as the scientist’s role in 
society, problems of communica- 
tion between scientists and public; 


is there an occult priesthood in} 


science and social consequences of 
geometricaily expanding scientific 
progress. Stimulating were their 
answers, particu arly. those of Dr. 
Oppenheimer, who spoke with the 
deep comprehension of: a. poet- 
philosopher-scientist, a possessor 
of enormous respect for the human 
race. Sevareid recalled that Dr. 
Oppenheimer once said that the 
three great enemies of understand- 
ing were dogmatism, secrecy and 
philistinism. Dr. Oppenheimer’s 
comment was: “I think they're all 
great temptations, they all need te 
be guarded against and they're all 
great poisons .. . I wasn’t trying 
to describe original sin, but simply 
the consequences of a monopoly on 
information and the exercise of 
political power to decide what 3s 
to be public and what is to te em- 
phasized—The consesuences of this 
on the health of the intellectual 
and political life of the people.” 
Dr. Wiesner said the advent of 
satellites was going to revolution- 
ize communication and that a satel- 
lite at 22,000 miles, for example, 
could prov'de a frequency modula- 
tion broadcast service to half the 
world for 100 watts of transmitted 
power, “That'll have to be com- 
mercial,” Sevareid said. ‘“Taat's 
too expensive.” -Dr. Wiesner 
cracked: “It'll be cheaper.” Rans. 





BULLETIN FORUM 
(What’s Ahead for Youth?) 
Producer: Don Lenox 
Director: Glenn Bernard 
60 mins.. Sun. 3 p.m. 
WCAU-TYV, Philadelphia 

With Sam Levenson as guest on 
the fifth session of the Bulletin 
Forum in a discussien ef “What's 


Ahead for Youth?” there was no} 


question what was ahead for the 
viewer. It practically ‘guaranteed 
an hour of amiable, amusing and 
succicnt commentary. 

Levenson was introduced as a 
parent, former school teacher and 
adviser. It was noticeably from the 
parent angle that he delved into 
the problems of teenagers (they 
prefer the term “voung aduits”), 
but without repressing any of his 
underlying humor. 

This panel was composed of six 
17-year olds, top drawer material 
from Phiily and suburban private 
and public sehoo's. These pupils 
were a group of self - possessed 
talkers, who had already racked up 
prizes in science and scholarship. 
This picked groun could pretty 
much figure what’s ahead. Their 
biggest problem was not Snutniks 
but “how to zet into the college of 
your choice.” Theirs were not the 
average worries. Levenson’s were. 

That the parent took precedent 
over the humorist was noticeable 
on such subjects as cars, drag rac- 
ing, going steady (hefore thev’re 
steady on their feet”), and rock ’n’ 
roll. In a more serious vein but on 
the same theme as his night club 
routines he made a_ wonderful 
protagonist for today’s maligned 
fathers and mothers. 

Rock 'n’ roll was the outgrowth 
of ignorance, not culture. with 
lyries written bv illiterates, Leven- 
son declared. He resented its re- 

(Continued on page 42) 


CANADIAN ALL-STAR JAZZ 


yard Quartet, Anne Marie Moss, 


Georgie Auld, Ron Collier band 
Producer - Director: Peter Mac- 
Writer: Frank Peppiatt 
60 Mins.; Fri. (20); 9 p.m, 

TIMEX OF CANADA 


CBC-TV, from Toronto 
This show was all music, most 


PRESS 


Dr. Allen Brewn, Kathe- 


ander, Ralph McGill 
Producer: Richard Wi 
Directer: Gy Waldron 
30 Mims., Sum. (15), 12:30 p.m. 
ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 
WSB-TV, Atlanta 

Allergy and obesity, two prime 
subjects of géneral interest, were 
the peg upon which this panel pro- 
gram was bung on the eve of a 
gathering of medicos here for the 
12th annual Graduate Medical As- 


GALLERY 
With Dr. Edward H. Rynearson, | 
‘Ethan 


rine Barnwell, Raymonde Alex- |} 





of it socko, most of it straight out 








of Canadian Broadcasting Corp. | sembly. 
television shows. Except for 88er| Dr. Ethan Allen Brown, allergist | 
Oscar Peterson, canary Anne Marie | from Boston, and Dr. Edward H. | 


|Mess and tenor saxman Georgie 
Auld, it might have been sound | o 
tracks from bits of other music|the Mayo Clinic, were guests on 
show, edited to fit. The music on | panel show and quizzed by Kath- 
| oan shows cont tepe bo ‘erine Barnwell, Constitution's 
a@ sameness here a Pe tee ef : 
|st€nza from rising to heights gen-|SCience writer; and Raymonde 
lerally great. It had the highlights | Alexander, fashion editor of Con- 
of ee an ~~" Pe stitution, with Ralph McGill, pa- 
Auld’s ‘Rockin’ air,” an ere | , as © . 
A ° |per’s editor, as moderator. Dr. 
—_ eee OO ne Tewith | Rynearson, making his tv debut, 
Bobby Gimby subbing for veteran hed some witty answers, quick | 
Canadian trumpeter Davidson who | reparfee and talk that made a lot | 
war ny _ — from toot- | of sense when it came to dishing | 
Pe ee soca iietile weak | out advise on how to lose weight. | 
about the show, but there just} Both doctors decried the use 
wasn’t enough strength to it. For|of drugs in reducing diets. Dr. 
example, Phil Nimmons 10-piecer | Rynearson said that massage tables | 
did a Nimmons-cleffed “Ten For |were “no good—not worth a damn. | 
Timex” that was reminiscent of |The only person liable to lose 
early Kenton sound effects, pat and | weight is the masseuse.” 
tailored. Bert Niosi resurrected| pr. Brown said that there is an 
tunes from the iate 20s and sounded | j;,crease in the number of persons | 
like the same band’s regular TV | allergic to various drugs. He at-| 
chores on “Cross-Canada Hit Pa-| tributed this to the fact that 175 | 
rade.” Jack Kane's big band was | m‘llion prescriptions were written 
solidly commercial, as usual. The | jast year and “90° were for drugs 
closing recap with all 75 hands on| which didn’t exist 10 years ago. 
deck was as over-organized as the This may account for the increase 


Rynearson, gland specialist from | 





| show itself. 

Other than the stars, standout 
items came from Peter Appleyard, 
Mike White and His Imperial Jazz 
Band (a young group with nice 
dixie). The Ron Collier small 
combo was introduced as doing 


called 20 ycars ago; “experimental” 
it was on this show. 

Fred Davis’ emceeing was pleas- 
ant, adecuate and always brief, 
given with authority since Davis 


before going to radio and video. 


commercial a little disconcertingly. 
The camera work was helpful in iis 
inouisitive meanderinzs behind 


playd, probably as a viewer would 
like to be able to do in person, now 
and then snaring a studio crewman 
and watching him scramble on ail 
fours to gct away. 


profit by a looser scripting and less 
irhibited production, and the in- 
| clusion of a few of Canada’s ex- 
| cellent jazz musicians from outside 
of Toronto, Gorm. 


zooere 





Piayhouse $9 





tion in “The Raider,” a drama 
|about an immense corporation de- 
fending itself from a Wall Street 
|secavenger seeking control via a 
prexy fight. And while the show 
benefitted from some good acting 
and a few fine passages of dialoz, 
on the whole Loring Mandel’s tele- 
play, off to a slow start, never 
really got anywhere. 

The intrigues of big business 
have capiured the fancy of writers 
before, but. with better results. 
For one thing, Mandel’s construc- 
ticn was cumbersome as his pen 
picked out the varied individuals 
on each side and cameo’d each 
characterization with fi delity. 
Trouble with this pattern is so 
many characters were covered 


centrate on one local person. It 
diluted the strength of the story, 
which didn’t have too many mus- 
cles to begin with. 

On top of all this, Mandel used 
a_ do-it-yourself ending. After 
building a certain degree of sus- 
pense up to the point where the 
stockholders are going to vote on 


he abruptly ends his yarn. They 
didn’t even carry the results on 
the 10 O'Clock News which fol- 
lowed. Seriously, however, Man- 
del’s failure to resolve the prob- 
lem he had presented was in- 
excusable. 

Story, which might have been a 
sock on the N.Y. Stock Exchange, 
shows plunger Paul Douglas out 
to grab co~trol of a corporation 
headed by Frank Lovejoy. During 





the messy battle which follows it 


what micht be the jazz of tomorroty | 
—‘“futuristic’ it might have been | 


was a trumpet player in a band | 


Russ Thompson handled Timex | 


and around the musicians as they | 


| This was a_ worthwhile show | 
which leaned backward to avoid 
showirg off. The next one could 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 





there was little opportunity to con- | 


who wins this Wall Street brawl, | 


lin the number of people who show 
allergies to drug.” 

| Dr. Brown advocated patients 
carrying cards show which drugs | 
| they are allergic to, so these drugs 
| would not be administered in cases 
|of emergency or accident. | 

Dr. Rynearson lowered the boom 
on hormones included in cosmetics 
and various creams, say ng they 
t+had no value whatever and such 
substances as extracts from queen 
bees could do no good. “I believe 
that such stuff doesn't come from 
bees—it is pure hogwash.” 

The Mayo specialist also said the 
Mayo Clinic “denied fatherhood” | 
of various diets labeled as “Mayo | 
diets.” } 

Atlanta Constitution and Atlanta | 
| Journcl alternate sponsorship of 
| “Press Gallery.” Both papers are 
of-0 by Atlanta Newspapers, Inc., | 
which also o&o0'’s WSB-TV-AM&- | 
FM. This program is a publ‘e serv- 
iee show with sock promotional 
facets. Jack Spalding serves as 
moderator for Journal sessions and 
{guests on panel are interrogated | 

by staffers from editorial depart- 
|ments of two papers. Plugs are} 
| reserved for start and close only. | 
Luch. | 
444444446444466644466666 
+ | 
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|develops there are quite a few un- | 


There isn’t much -self-identifica- | savory characters on both sides of | this said to the program's credit, 


|the big bz fence. Douglas uses | 
every means possible in his fight, 
j}and much the same can be said 
hed his opposition. Chicanery of 
big biz has been related before but 


|much more successfully than in 
the hodgepodge called “The 
| Raider.” 


| There are sterling performances 


|from Douglas, Lovejoy, Donald 
Crisp (very good), Rod Taylor, 
|Leon Ames, Leif Erickscn, Louis 
| Jean Heydt and Carl Benton Reid. 
| Director Franklin Schaffner, tops 
in his field, d'dn’t have much op- 
portunity against this complex, 
cumbersome and not too inter- 
| esting script. ku. 








Leonard Bernstein 

Give Leonard Bernstein a podium, 
piano, blackboard and a 100-man 
symph orch and he'll make music 
out of anything. Having tackled 
such complicated giants like Bach 
and Becthoven in previous tv ses- 
'sions, Bernstein showed what he 
|could do with the four notes of 
“How Dry I Am” on CBS-TV Sun- 
day afternoon (22) under the Lin- 
coln Motors banner. And what he 
did, to paraphrase himself, is to 
shoy, the “infinite variety of Bern- 
stein’s creative spirit.” Out of 
those four simple notes. Bern- 
stein fashioned one of his most 
fascinating explorations of the 
mathematics of longhair music. 

This was popularization at its 
best. Starting from the familiar 
four-note phrase, Bernstein illus- 
trated how they have been ex- 
ploited, combined, and permu- 

(Continued on page 41) 
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| alities 
|most part compelling and dedi- 
cated, and the clips used—includ- 





PARNELL 
With Phyllis Calvert, Michael 

Goodliffe, Gladys Young, Derek 

Bond, Charles Carsox,. Alfred 

Burke, Dorla Noar, Margo Johns, 

Patrick Magee, others 
Director: David Boisseau 
Writer: Elsie T. Schauffler 
Adaptation: Jessica Morton 
90 Mins.; Tues., 8:30 p.m. 
Associated-Rediffusion, from Lon- 

don. 

“A dominant personality, an un- 
bending wiil” says Prime Minister 
Gladstone of Charles Stewart Par- 
nell in this 20-year-old play. But 
nowhere else, excepting briefly in 
the last act. did Parnell suggest 
these qualities himself. Whereia 
lay one of the weaknesses of a 
drama that, centered on one of the 
most celebrated political figures of 
the late 19th century in Britain, 
emerged as little more than a 
cliche-spatiered romantic yarn. 

Parnel) (Michael Goodliffe), 
leader of the Irish Party in the 
House of Commons, is dedicated to 
the cause of Home Ruie for Ire- 
land. He falls in love with Katie 
(Phyllis Calvert), estranged-but un- | 
releascd wife of Captain William | 
O’Shea (Derek Bond), ambitious | 
profligate. Political forces so | 
maneuver affairs that divorce pro- 


| ceedings split the Party’s allegiance | 


to Parnell, who dies in the arms of 
his beloved. } 
The patriot’s passion for his mis-| 
tress was treated in a reverent, | 
starry-eyed manner, and the so- 
called dominant one appeared to 
do a measure of emotional leaning 
on his chosen partner. Had he been | 
shown in powerful political stride 
elsewhere this would maybe have 
jelled, but not until the climactic 
scene of a stormy Parity showdown 
was he given any opportunity to 
reveal much of a positive facet. 
Performances were sound within 
the limitations imposed, with} 
Charles Carson getting the votes 
for his impression of Gladstone as | 
a wily old fox. Settings captured | 
the period well, but direction was | 
a shade heavy-handed at times. 
Erni. | 


THE CINEMA TODAY 

With Derek Prouse, Giulietta Ma- 
sina, Federico Fellini, Suso Cec- | 
chi d’Amico, Domenico Meccoili, | 
Alberto Lattuada 

Producer: Victor Poole 

45 Mins., Thurs., 10:15 p.m. 

BBC-TV from London 

The subtitle was “Italy,” and the 
idea behind the programs which in 
due course will also cover most of | 
the other. movie-making centres is | 
to show that there’s new and excit- | 
ing life in the cinema. This kickoff | 
compilation was stimulating and | 
heartily profilms, but whether it 
made a hit with other than a} 
relatively small section of the tele- | 
vision audience is a matter for 
conjecture. 

Main fault was simply that the 
Italian mames and titles were| 
rattled off with a lack of introduc- | 
tion that indicated an assumption 
they were familiar to every house- 
hold. Even art house devotes must 
occasionally have been fazed. But | 


it can be recorded that the person- 


interviewed were for the 


ing some from “Nights Of Cabiria,” 





Foreign TV Reviews - | 











own admission. Gassman easily 
steps. Opener was built around 
bullfighting, complete with, real 
bullring and bull, over and around 
which Gassman handily and ath- 
letically jumped and performed 
some comedic bits to good effect. 
Rest of show was a literary-comic 
melange made up of well-acted 
excerpts from classics (“Don Juan” 
as seen by Chechov, Tirso de Mo- 
lina, and Moliere) and an excellent 
visualized rendering of Garcia 
Lorca’s “Death of a Bullfighter” 
spoken by Gassman. 

Other asides re bullfighting lore 
were contributed by thesps dis- 
guised as such bullring aficionades 
as Hemingway, Dali, Picasso and 
Ava Gardner. The total effect of 
the show was varied, uneven, but 
decidedly interesting, almost al- 
ways intelligent, and novel. Gass- 
man is a one-man show, but an 
effective one, and he got good sup- 
port from Carla Del Poggio, Paolo 
Ferrari, Carlo Romano, Spanish 
dancer “Chunga,” to name just a 
few. Show looks headed for suc- 
cessful run, with time smoothing 
some initial roughness. Hawk. 


~ 
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Foreign TV Followup 








Sunday At London Palladium 

Sparked a little in the produc- 
tion department by such simple 
devices as a new placing for one 
camera, a swift re-siting of another 
during a commercial break and 
some extensive use of mixes, this 
edition of the Sunday (15) night 
Associated TeleVision show came 
up as a sound contribution to the 
gaiety of family viewing. 

David Whitfield fopped the bill, 
loud in lung with virile renderings 
of “My Heart And I,” “March Of 
The Grenadiers” and other well- 


| chosen opuses that negatived his 


over-intense and unbending man- 
ner. Couple of U. S. performers 
gave solid support: Joan Diener, 
voluptuously giving out with num- 
bers from “Kismet” for the most 
part, and Charles Manna. Latter, 


| who had scored a hit the preceding 


Sunday (8), didn’t wow ‘em as 
much as before but was still funny 
in his inconsequential way, scoring 
in particular with his impressions 
of how certain famous vocalists got 
their first breaks. 

Les Marcellis showed fine con- 
trol and timing with their comedy 
acrobatics, and the London Palla- 
dium Boys and Girls and the Cyril 
Ornadel orchestra gave polished 
support. Agreeable surprise of the 
whole program was the relative 
excitement of the “Beat The 
Clock” spot, due largely to the 
near-capturing of the $3,920 jack- 
pot by a sergeant from the Cold- 
stream Guards and his spouse. 
Bruce Forsyth did the linking stuff 
with his customary aplomb, per- 
petuating those “I’m in charge” 
and drip-dry-shirt gags that have 
come to be part of the pattern, 
Producer Stephen Wade, deputiz- 
ing for a sick Albert Locke, han- 
dled the proceedings with some- 
thing akin to enthusiasm. Erni. 





Saturday Spectacular 
Beamed from London's: Pigalle 
Restaurant, and consisting of a 


| television version of the resident 
| floorshow 


“Champagne. Shower,” 


“Tempest.” “Il Grido”—were tops |this Associated TeleVision presen-— 


as interest-stimulators. For 


the | tation (4) failed 


in being either 


trade, incidentally, there were a| notably spectacularr on the screen 
couple of comments on dubbing | or in capturing the intimate at- 
and on the trend towards spectacu-| mosphere of a nightspot. Viewed 
lar productions that were worth | consequently as a vaude bill, it just 


noting. 
Derek Prouse made a fairly good | 


|about made the grade. 


Four American acts headlined, 


interviewer but might have done | including Pepper Davis dnd Tony 


better if he’d approached the chore | Reese who 
more from the man-in-the-street’s | versatile and hardworking, 


angle. Production had _ polish, 

thanks in part no doubt to the 

cooperation provided by Unitalia. | 
. Erni. 


IL MATTATORE 


interlinked. Though 
this 
duo didn’t register as smasheroos 
though they were good for the 
yocks here and there in their ex- 
tended contributions; in particular 
they scored with Davis’ interpreta- 
tion of a punchy pugilist. Margo 


With Vittorio Gassman and guests:|the Z Bomb had her intriguing 
Carla Del Poggio, Paolo Ferrari, | moments with sexy gyrations, Della 


Marina Bonfigli, Aroldo Tieri,| Reese contributed 


Chunga, Carlo Romano, others 
Director: Daniele D’Anza 
60 Mins.; Wed., 9 p.m. 
RAI-TV, from Rome } 
The new show, practically a one- | 


“Sermonette” 


jand a Count Basie number with 
|punch, and Buddy Greco evinced 


some style and polished ease in 
numbers such as “My Baby Just 
Cares For Me” and “People Will 


man creation by legit-film star Vit-| Sey.” No one, though, brought the 


torio Gassman, making his Italo 
debut in this. medium, arrives just 
in time to give the Italian tele- 
vision picture a much-needed lift. | 

Format is a difficult one to label, 
much less describe. “Mattatore” 


(Matador) is taken in a very wide | undress. 


|ceiling down, either at the Pigalle 
|during transmission time or 


in 
viewer's menages. 

The Pigalle Dancers and the 
Robert Nesbitt Showgirls worked 
hard in various variations of near- 
Kim Darvos and Peter 


sense to mean something anent to | Elliott each sang numbers to their 
a one-man-show personality (such | prancing accompaniment pleasant- 


as Don Juan, 


Callas, the bullfighter, the ham) 


Maria Meneghini|ly enough. Albert Locke’s direc- 


tion rated as competent, though 


actor, etc., suggests an intro to the | more close shots might have helped 


show) inte whose shoes, by his here and there. 


Erni. 
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CBS: ‘We'll Fight It In the Courts’ 


Washington, Feb. 24. 


Nightmarish equal time situation kicked off by Chicago's Daly 


vs. Daley case will be taken to the courts (r 
unless Federal Communications Commission 


today with FCC asking reconsideration of 
when the Commission divided 


veloped today (Tues.). 
CBS filed an appeal 
FOC’s last week shocker, 


than to Congress) 
rses itself, it de- 


4-to 3 to 


require Chicago television outlets to give equal time to perennial 
political aspirant Lar Daly if they had carried news film clips of 
his opponent, Chicago Mayor Richard Daley, opening local March 


of Dimes campaign and greeting 


visiting Argentine President Ar- 


ture Frondizi. At the same time, the Commission unanimously 
ruled that Mayoralty candidate Daly must have the same tv time 
used in other film clips showing Mayor Daley filing for reelection. 

With CBS’ Chicago outlet, WBBM-TV, one of those involved, a 
high CBS exec said here the web will take the case to the US. 
Court of Appeals if the FCC refuses to reverse its decision. CBS 
interprets the ruling as impossible to live with if the network is to 

‘have any political coverage henceforth. 
For the time being, possibility of congressional relief (by re- 


writing Section 315 of Communications Act) is 


ually 


hopeless by broadcasting reps who scout Capitol Hill opinion. 
Previous efforts to legislate Section 315 reforms have failed. 


Robinson’s Mass With Class’ Bid; 
‘Cotta Drive Out Dime-a-Dozen Boys 





Program chieftains of the three 
tv webs looked at presentday pro- 
gramming standards on Thursday 
(19) and decided there was room 
for more quality programming. 

Hubbell Robinson Jr., exec veep 
of CBS-TV programs; Alan D. 
Courtney, director of nighttime 
programs of NBC-TV, pinch-hitting 
for Robert F. Lewine, veep of NBC- 
TV programs, and Thomas W. 
Moore, veep of programs and tal- 
ent at ABC-TV, sounded off at the 
monthly chapter meeting of the 
American Marketing Assn. at the 
Hotel Sheraton East on the subject 
of tv programming. 

Speaking with candor, Robinson 
observed that if tv is te set as its 
only goal mass circulation “without 
a sense of responsibility about the 
nature of programming which 
achieves that goal, it must inevit- 
ably deteriorate to the intellectual 
level of the comie strip and, in fact, 
there is evidence to indicate that 
some preducers and their backers 
and agents have concluded that 
$8°% of all American life stopped 
or the east bank of the Mississippi 
some time around the year 1870.” 

Robinson said he had no quarrel 
with the advertiser and kis agency 
who look at tv in terms of num- 
bers had decimal points. His quar- 


(Continued on page 43) 


Michener Series 
Set for ABC-TV 


ABC-TV has bought a minimum 
of 13 hourlong telefilm dramas to 
be made by 20th Fox for the Mon- 
day 8:30-9:30 p.m. hole. Show, “Ad- 
ventures In Paradise,” based on 
South,Sea stories by James Mich- 
ener and under Martin Manulis’ 
production aegis on the 20th lot, 
firms up the ABC Monday night 
program picture, and it is reported 
that the Ralston-Purina part 
therein is locked up with an every- 
week half-hour buy in “Paradise” 
in the offing. 

Firm scheduling of the 20th 
skein pushes “Voice of Firestone” 
out of the 9-9:30 anchorage and 
into the 10 p.m. slot, following the 
recently scheduled “Trouble - 
shooters” series at 9:30. 

Networks held up finalization of 
the Monday prime time lineup un- 
til the future of Ralston, which 
has been fishing around for an 8:30 
replacement for ABold Journey,” 
was settled. The bankroller has not 
made firm its fall commitment in 





the 20th Fox show, but every ine | 


dication has been given that ABC 
was not going to firm anything in 
the 8:30 time period until it knew 
that Ralston was going to accept it. 

Web’s imposing Monday pro- 
gram structure will in the '59-’60 
season consequently read _ thus: 
“Cheyenne” (the Clint Walker ver- 
sion) from 7:30 to 8:30, followed til 
9:30 by “Paradise”; “Trouble- 
shooters” (for Marlboro) at 9:30 
and “Voice of Firestone” going 
at 1 


Who’s Sore Now? 

WLIB, Gotham indie spe- 
cializing in Negro audience, 
always knew it had a respon- © 
sive audience, but wondered 


Liniment used WLIB to plug 
product and promotion where- 
by wrapper for package was 
good for free admish to thea- 
tre. WLIB learned that drug 
stores near theatre sold out 
on small liniment 
each show night. Reason: 
smail bottle cost 59c; admish 
to theatre was 90c. 


NBC Preps For 
Paar, Garroway s 





Paris, Feb. 24. 





Bob Bendick, George Rogers and 
, Leon Bellingham are here setting 
jup coming two week video pro- 
| grams for Dave Garroway’s “To- 
day” and Jack Paar show to ema- 
nate from Paris via Ampex tape. 


side April 13-27 and “Tonight” the 


week in May. 

Technical work is being handled 
by Intercontjnental Inc., a U.S.- 
Swiss company with headquarters 
all over the Continent, which will 
service U.S. video abroad. Be- 
sides being able to immediaiely 
tape a show on mobile units and 
have them off stateside and ready 
for show in 14 hours, the com- 


(Continvefl Ga page 42) 


‘Kraetzer Shifting To 
Educ’l TV-Radio Post 


Warren A. Kraetzer, after a 
long-run as director of the Office 
of Radio-TV of NYU, is moving 
into the vice-presidency for devel- 
opment of the National Education- 
al Television and Radio Center. His 
new job, as of April 1, will call 
for him to handle public relations, 
promotion, publicity, development 
and long-range planning. Tom J. 
Brophy, associate director of NYU 
Office of Radio-TV, reportedly will 
'get Kraetzer’s post. 

NETRC, now operating out of 
Ann Arbor, Michigan, expects to 
move to Gotham’s Coliseum Bidg. 
in the spring where the non-pro“It 
outfit will continue to build tv fea- 
tures for education and other 
broadeasting outlets in the country. 
John F. White is prexy of the Cen- 
ter, : 














ERE GO 


‘Made in Paris |= 





“Today” is due to go from this | 





UNUSUAL REVAME 
AT MIDSEASON 


For a tv network to revamp an 
entire evening of programming at 
the start of a season isn’t exactly 
revolutionary. Such are 
taken in stride these But 
when practically two-thirds of an 
evening’s schedule is tossed over- 
board at midseason, as is currently 
happening, such unprecedented 
jockeying around suggests the tem- 
po of the biz today and, in the case 
of NBC in particular, pinpoints 
what is probably its greatest period 
of mobility. 

Take, for example, what is hap- 

Thursday nights on 
At the midseason mark, the 


7:30 te: 9:30 area of programming 


won't bear the slightest resem- 
blance to the two hours of displays 


happening, for in every instance 
it’s of vital concern not only to 
the affected time periods but to 
the rating status of the fore and 


last week in April and the first | aft adjacencies. 
At best, the March-April replace- | 


ments represent ad lib thinking, 
for the powerhouse (or potential 
powerhouse) entries are reserved 
for fall kickoff. 





TV as Weapon for Segregation 


Television has been blamed for many things and, on the other 


hand, has been offered as a solu 


Now cometh Georgia's State Sen. Charles A. Pannell of Chats- 


worth with a plan to use tv as 
school integration. 


Sen. Pannell introduced a resolution calling for a joint Senate- 
House interim committee—the General Assembly adjourned S.« 
urday (21)—to study the possibility of completely educating the 
state’s high school and college students via tv. 

“You may think I’ve lost my senses by introducing a resolution 
of this kind, but within 10 years time you'll see I'm right,” Pan- 


nell told his fellow-senators. 


“God has given us the answer to our problem of how to edu- 
cate our children in the face of the integration threat. He gave us 


television and talking pictures.” 
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Lar Daly Nipups in 


Chi Mayoralty 


Race & Ensuing FCC Ruling Accents 
Need For Equal Time’ Clarification 





Variation on a Scare 
London, Feb. 24. 

Sir Robert Fraser, Director- 
General of Britain’s Independ- 
ent Television Authority, 
promised an immediate en- 
quiry into a TV “scare an- 
nouncement” made last Friday 
(20) as a prelude to the Asso- 
ciated - Rediffusion networked 
play “Before the Sun Goes 
Down.” 


The announcement took the 
form of a mock warning from 
the Prime Minister that an un- 
known satellite had appeared 
over London. Reaction, remi- 
niscent of, but not as alarming 
as, that accorded the Orson 
Welles’ “The Martians Are 
Coming” broadcast in the U.S. 
in 1937, was that anxious view- 
ers rang up newspapers, Scot- 
land Yard and A-R headquar- 
ters. 


ABC-TV Mulling 
Future Pattern 
Of Daytime Sked 


Unofficial count (as of the mo- 
ment) on ABC-TV's “Operation 
Daybreak” sponsorship losses af- 
ter the first 26 weeks is 27 spots 
a week gone and 38 remaining for 
still another 26 weeks. 

In addition to the announced 
pullout this spring of 13 of the 
17 General Foods weekly spots and 
Bristol-Myers four spots-per-week, 
there have been other cancellations 
reported by Amana Home Freezers, 
which has four spets a week, and 
Minnesota Mining, which has three. 
Also, as was previously noted. Nes- 
tle pulled back on its three weekly 
“Daybreak” insertions. 

Loss of this business after the 
initial 26-week ABC daytime cycle 
has caused problems in the pro- 
gramming area. Almost definitely 
set to depart the airwaves this 
spring are two half-hour cross-the- 
boarders, Liberace and “Musical 
Bingo.” There is also a strong 
possibility that ABC will distill 
Peter Lind Hayes from an hour to 
a half-hour daily. Whether these 











shows will be replaced, or whether, 
in retrenching, ABC will stick to | 
‘an abbreviated two-hour-a-day | 
“Daybreak” lineup, has not been | 
| decided at the web. 
+ While it did cut back on General 
| Foods and Bristol-Myers, Young & | 
(Continued on page 40) 


Atlanta, Feb. 24. 
tion to numerous other problems. 


a weapon for preventing public 





By LES BROWN 


Chicago, Feb, 24. 

The nipups of perennial candi- 
date Lar Daly leading up to the 
Chi mayoral primaries being held 
today (Tues.) are reverberating 
over the entire broadcast industry. 
If Daly’s equal time demands have 
served no better purpose, they at 
least have thrown clarity on the 
fact that Section 315 (a) of the 
Communications Act can be made 
a shambles of if carried to a ridicu- 
lous extreme. 

There is no question now but 
that the “equal time” rule urgently 
needs rewriting, if not rescinding. 
Where Chicago is concerned, ever 
since Daly's antics, the rule is no 
longer effectual, for the upshot of 
the past fortnight’s happenings is 
that political candidates and local 
heads of government are all per- 
sonae non grata on the Chi air- 
waves during any official campaign 
period. 

As there is nothing in the sta- 
tute that makes it mandatory for a 
station to give-free time to anyone 
running for public office, all sta- 
tions here are now reluctant to do 
so in any connection—even in 
newscasts where the news might 
be legitimate and unpolitical—lest 
some self-designated write-in candi- 
date or splinter-party rurmer de- 
mand his right to the same. 

Particularly in the area of news 
the right to “equal time” becomes 
insi . Daly has monitored most 
of the tv newscasts for severa: 
weeks and has toted up the min- 
utes and seconds for film clips de- 
voted to Mayor Richard J. Daley's 
pitch for the March of Dimes, his 
greeting of Argentine President 
Arturo Frondizi, and his filing for 
reelection. All save the latter were 
construed as non-political by the 
stations, but the Federal! Communi- 
cations Commission upheld Lar 

(Continued on page 42) 


Gen. Foods Scores 
In 4-Way Spread 


When, last August, General 
Foods decided to put all its night- 
time tv eggs in one network bas- 
ket (CBS) there was something 
akin to eyebrow raising in agency 
circles. Yet GF in the intervening 
months has managed to parlay it 
into one of the neatest Nielsen 
tricks of the’ season. 

Based on the second January 
Nielsen report (at the mid-season 
mark), the four-way half-hour CBS 
spread, namely Danny Thomas, 
Ann Sothern, “December Bride” 
and “Zare Grey,” levels out to 
an average Nielsen rating 31.0. 
Which is way ebove par for the 
halffhour course. Two of the 
shows, Danny Thomas and “Zane 





Grey,” rate Top 10 status. 

Here’s the individual Niélsen 
scorecard: 
0 ae 38.2 
ND oe So ncaa 32.5 
December Bride . 269 
Ann Sothern ......... . 26.2 





‘Blue Men’ To Bow 
With Summer Run 


Hoping to give their newly- 


| created “Blue Men” a jump on the. 


competition, CBS-TV in an unusual 
move will launch its cops and rub- 


| ber skein on June 6. 


Senator said the country is operating under a “horse and bug- | 


gy days” concept of education w 


hereby the masses are brought to 


the instructor. He advocated a switch ... bringing the instructor | 
to the masses through electronics. 


“It’s wild, but not as wild as c 


losing down our schools,” he said. 


Pannell said he has taught school himself and knows that any- 
thing that can be taught in a classroom could be taught on tv. He 


predicted education by tv would 


wipe out illiteracy in a matter of 


10 years and said that if Georgia doesn’t lead the way someone 
else will. 

“Sticks and stones and mortar and brick schoolhouses are go- 
ing to be as obsolete in 10 years as the jittle red schoolhouse is 
today,” Pannell said. 


“Blue Men” sponsored on alt. 
weeks by Lever Bros. replaces the 
“Gale Storm Show” in the Satur- 
day at 9 time period. Lever, which 
had been picking up the tab on 
Gale Storm stays but Nestle has 
pulled out leaving CBS looking for 
an alternate backer. 

“Blue Men” was created by Herb 
Brodkin. Shoot'ng on series begins 
this week in N.Y. 

Gale Siorm program shifts to 
ABC-TV in April. 
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2-Station 


BIRMINGHAM 
WBRC-TV 


~MACKENZIE'S 
RAIDERS 


Starring 


RICHARD CARLSON 





SHARE 


35.3 RATING 


BEATS Restless Gun, Peter Gunn, 
Wells Fargo, Cheyenne, Groucho 
Marx, Perry Como and many 


others. 
Pulse, Jan. '59 





4-Station 
CHICAGO 


EE on 
HUNT 


Sickddiale } SHARE 
25.1 RATING 
L L Oo Y D B R I D G 3 S BEATS Groucho Marx, Ed Sullivan, 


Wells Fargo, Peter Gunn, Gale 
Storm, GE Theatre and many 


others. 
ARB, Jan. '59 





4-Station 
SAN FRANCISCO 


KRON-TV 








HIGHWAY 
PATROL 


seleviin SHARE 
21.9 RATING 
BRODERICK CRAWFORD BEATS Playhouse $0, Ed Sullivan, 


Ernie Ford, Cimarron City, Law- 
rence Welk, Californians and many 


others. 
ARB, Jan. '59 
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come from ZIV! | 


3-Station 


CINCINNATI 
WKRC-TV 


ALT 


SHARE 


20.7 RATING 


BEATS Ed Sullivan, Phil Silvers, 
Hit: Parade, Restiess Gun, Jackie 
Gleason, Bob Cummings and many 


others. 
ARB, Dec. ‘58 


4-Station 
SAN FRANCISCO 


KRON-TV 


96,3" 


SHARE 


28.1 RATING 


BEATS Desilu Playhouse, Ed Sulli- 
van, Dinah Shore Chevy Show,: 
Steve Allen, Californians and many 


others. 
ARB, Jan. '59 












SHARE 


26.3 PATING 
BEATS GE Theatre, Texan, Danny 
Thomas, Ernie Ford, Cheyenne, 
Grouche Marx and snany others. 

ARB, Dec. ‘58 


4-Station 
DETROIT 


WUJBK-TV 


62.6" 


SHARE 


30.1 RATING 
BEATS | Mason, Restiéss Ga 
Salven, Bob Comets any 


ARB, Jan. "59 








3-Station 


BOSTON 
WBZ-TV 


615° 


SHARE 


27.6 RATING 


BEATS People Are Funny, Mav- 
erick, Have Gun-Will T 
Wyatt Earp, Red Skelton, 
McCoys and and many others. 
ARB, Dec. "58 


_ 








2-Station 
BRISTOL-JOHNSON CITY 
WJHL-TV 


61.0" 


SHARE 


36.3 RATING 
BEATS Earp, Lineup, Perry 
Shemini 

ARB, Dec. ‘58 
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2-Station 


JOPLIN-PITTSBURG 
KOAM-TV 


46.1" 


SHARE 


31.3 RATING 
BEATS Track Ed Sullivan, 
. Burns, 


Texan and many 
D5 ARB, Dec. ‘59 











3-Station 
COLUMBUS 
WBNS-TV 


535° 


SHARE 
28.3 RATING 
sears nt De at 
~ = ac mrnmas many 

ARB, Dec. '58 


pee DHECT 
PL PULOE 











Dr. Sydney Roslow, direc- 
tor of Pulse, Inc., heads a 
nationwide staff trained to 
make and convert home 
interview reports into re- 
liable. ratings. Some of 
the Ziv show ratings used 
here are based on these 
authoritative findings. 


SONAR ORR oceenORR 











3-Station 


ST. LOUIS 
KSD-TV 


48.1" 


SHARE 
27.5 RATING 
BEATS Cheyenne, Millionaire 
cay fered need 

ARB, Dec. '58 













The Ziv man in your 
market can show you how 
to profit from using one of 
America’s GREAT selling 
forces — a Ziv show! 
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Hardly a “Thinking Man's Season — 
As Ciggie Sponsors Will Testify’ 
.—On Other Madison Ave. Fronts 


By JACK BERNSTEIN 


If isn’t likely that the cigaret 
sponsors and their respective agen- 
cies will forget this season, for 
nearly al! of the ciggie companies 
whether they packaged the longies 
or the shorts, crush-proof packages 
or not, ran into trouble at the pro- 
gramming front, and have spent 
the season making switches in their 
time periods, along with wholesale 
revisions of program formats. 

It definitely wasn’t the “thinking 
man’s season” with American To- 
bacco, P. Lorillard, Liggett & My- 





ers and R. J. Reynolds having more 
than the ill-effects of cancer to be 
concerned about. 

Liggett & Myers, makers of| 
Chesterfields, Oasis, and L&M 
butts in particular gave the agency 
toppers at Dancer-Fitzpatrick-Sam- 
ple and McCann-Erickson more 
than their share of anxieties of this 
season's failures and low rated 
shows, Thus far this year Liggett 
& Myers has written off “Brains & 
Brawn,” the George Gobel-Eddie 
Fisher Tuesday night alternate en- 
try on NBC-TV, and stiil another 
vehicle, the spy adventure series 
“Behind Closed Doors,” which has 
been given its notice. 

Agency toppers at McC-E and 
D-F-S have had to come up with 
some fast solutions to their tv 
troubles. Among these was the de- 
cision to bring in two vehicles the 
“DA’s Man” giving it a Saturday 
at 10:30 berth on NBC and a second 
entry, “Black Saddle,” for thé 9 
o'clock time period. In addition to 
this, the Tuesday Gobel-Fisher 
hour will be replaced by “Pete 
Kelly’s Blues” and the “Jimmie 
Rodgers Show.” Still another entry 
“Steve Canyon” was facelifted and 
given an injection of romance to 
hypo ratings. Program was moved 
into the Thursday at 8 slot on NBC 
vice Ed Wynn. Only through the 
L&M entry “Gunsmoke,” has the 
sponsor had a moment cf peace. 

While there was much ciggie 
smoke at McCann-Erickson the 
whole ciggie situation at other 
agencies had the agency boys puff- 
ing hard. At Lennen & Newell, 
three shows this season have gone 
cown the drain. Both the “$64,000 
Challenge” and its running mate 
“$64,000 Question” started off the 
season but fell along the wayside 
during the quiz scandal. Lorillard 
substituted “Keep Talking” for 
“Question” but this has since given 
way to “Richard Diamond.” Loril- 
lard sunk “Challenge” money into 
“Masquerade Party.” 

American Tobacco has had fits 
with its “Hit Parade.” Program 
started out the season slowly and 
just as it got building the decision 
came down to put it into hock tem- 
porarily. BBDO execs and officials 
of the cigaret firm are now hud- 
dling to bring the show back next 
fall. Still another show out of 
BBDO, “Bachelor Father” which 
alternates. with Jack Benny. has 
been going no place; ditto Ameri- 
can Tobacco’s “M Squad” handled 
out of Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell 
& Bayles. 

William Esty, which handles the 
R. J. Reynolds started off the sea- 
son with an ABC-TV Sunday night 
entry “Anybody Can Play.” This 
too had a short run with Reynolds 
pulling out. after a 13-week trial 
period. 

Brown & Williamson has fared 
better than other ciggie companies 
but still evidenced some pain with 
“Number, Please,” esday at 8 
entry on CBS-TV which failed to 
last past the first cycle. 

Along Madison Ave. there is 
trade speculation that both agency 
tv toppers and the shops handling 
the various ciggie accounts are in 
trouble and unless fences are 
mended fast there is going to be 
some changes made. 


SHORTS: Last week Erwin 
Wasey, Ruthrauff & Ryan “tight- 
ened its belt” and pinkslipped 16 
employees. Agency execs described 
the move as a “consolidation” and 
the last step in the reorganization 
since the two agencies merged back 
in 1957. No sooner had the cuts 
taken. place when two key execu- 
tives of the agency submitted their 
resignations. Frederick J. Wach- 
ter, exec vee and Richard Cum- 


mins have resigned from the agen- 


joined the agency from the Chicago | 
office is negotiating to join Knox-. 
Reeves, a Minneapolis agency. 
Cummins is talking to agencies in. 
the Philadelphia area. Harry Way, | 
veepee and media director succeeds 
Wachter as exec v.p. and general | 
manager of the New York office. | 


SWITCHES: Bennett B. Holmes, | 
tv business manager of Lennen & | 
Newell is leaving the agency on) 
March 1, to join Dancer-Fitzgerald- 
Sample’s programming sector. 

Ken Marthy, radio-tv group head 
of McCann-Erickson, has resigned 
to become veepee in charge of tv 
commerical spot production for 
United States Production, produc- 
ers of television films. 

Walter Kashen, media buyer of 
Oglivy, Benson & Mather, upped 
to administrative manager of the 
media department. 

Tom Hollingshead, broadcast | 
buyer at MeCann-Erickson, will | 
shift over to Dancer-Fitzgerald- | 
Sample as a media supervisor. Ap- 
pointment is effective March 2. 

William Doyle has joined Lam-| 
bert & Feasley as radio-tv writer 
in the Phillips Petroieum group. | 
He was formerly a copy supervisor 
at N. W. Ayer. 

J. Blan van Urk, formerly exec. 
veepee and director df Calkins & 
Holden, has been named business 
advisor of public relations, adver- 
tising and marketing for the Rock- 
land Corp. 

Wallace H. Lancton, ex veepee 
in charge of sales for Telestar 
Films, named account media super- 
visor at Product Services. 

Martin Devine, account super- 

visor at Compton, upped to a vee- 
pee status. 
_ T. R. Snyder, formerly an a.e. 
with Ellington & Co., and Gerry 
Germain, ex a.e. with Kenyon & 
Baker, have joined _Benton & 
Bowles~as account execs. 


LOST & FOUND: Grant adver- 
tising lost some hefty billings, an 
estimated $5,500,000 when Plym- | 
outh reached the decision to drop 
the “Lawrence Welk Show” on/| 
ABC. A spokesman from.the motor 
city stated Plymouth was current- | 
ly viewing new pilots with execs | 
of N. W. Ayer. Grant, which han- | 
dles the Dodge account but which | 
has been placing tv billings for | 
Plymouth, will no longer handle | 
television for Plymouth with N. W. | 
Ayer collecting commissions on fu- 
ture programs. 

Doner & Peck has been named to 
handle the advertising of Pioneer | 
Industries. Account had _ been) 
housed at Werman & Schorr, Phil- 
adelphia. 

Ted Bates appointed agency for 
Schmidt’s Beer & Ale. A] Paul 
Lefton placed the billings on the 
account for 26 years. 

Keyes, Madden & Jones has lost 
the ad account of Jenkins Reddy 
Made, which is shitfing over to 
John C. Dowd, Inc. Dowd agency 
also picked up.the Amstel Holland 
beer account. ? 

Remington-Rand division of ‘the 
Sperry-Rand Corp. which places | 
an estimated $800,000 in overseas | 
billings is holding talks with major 
ad agencies about handling inter- 
national advertising. Robert Otto 
currently handles the overseas ad- 
vertising. 

Fletcher Richards, Calkins & | 
He!den has landed the Dunbar Div- 
ision of the Chemway Corp. 
Agency will direct advertising on 
Zonitors, Pretty Feet and three 
new products. 

G. M. Basford named to handle 
the ad account of the Wenczel Tile 


Co. 
Chi Agencies 
By LES BROWN 
Chicago, Feb. 24. | 








Clinton E. Frank, a hot Chicago |. 


agency for the past year, plucked 
another seven-figure account, Bis- 
sell Carpet Sweeper Co., recently 





| agencies, produced 


Hixson & Co. for a new coffee prod- 
uct; Revere Camera Co. for tv ad- 
vertising only; Dr. West's Insta- 
Clean denture cleaner; and Joanna 
Western Mills Co. 

Paul Schlesinger upped from ac- 
count exec to contact supervisor 


|on the Mr. Clean account (P&G 


liquid detergent) at Tatham-Laird. 
David G. Watrous joined T-L last 
week as.an account supervisor. 

Perrin-Paus named Marshal B. 
Nelson Jr. director of marketing 
and media and upped John R. 
Allen to production manager of 
radio and tv. 

D. Barker Lockett named asso- 
ciate radio-tv creative director at 
Needham, Louis & Brorby. 

Charles A. Conrad Jr. dubbed a 
veep at Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample. 

Herbert Baker Advertising 
snared the Bresler Ice Ceam ac- 
count, 


Dick Reinauer, assistant director | 


of radio-tv at Fotte, Cone & Beld- 
ing ad agency, is leaving in March 
to join the American Medical 
Assn. as director of its newly 
created radio-tv-film department. 


San Francisco Agencies 
By BILL STEIF 
San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
A new wrinkle on advertising in 
electronic media was recent com- 
mission by S&W Fine Foods of a 


|series of radio spots for stereo- 


phonic as well as monaural broad- 
cast. 

Honig - Copper, Harrington & 
Miner, one of the biggest Coast 
the spots 
Capitol’s Hollywood studios and 
they’re now being scheduled on 
regular basis with stations having 
regular stereo programming. Spots 
all plug S&W coffee and use a 25- 
piece orch, with most of the orch 
playing on one band and orch’s 
french horn section playing a “se- 
ductive aroma” theme on the other 
hand. 

Charles A. Mott] has formed a 
new agency, Charles A. Mottl, Inc., 
to continue operation of Mottl & 
Siteman Advertising. Purpose is 
to enable key personnel to parti- 
cipate in.agency’s management and 
stock ownership. 

Video Commercial Co., TV lease- 
service firm, has retained Raymond 
L. Sines & Associates. 

Calvin P. Copsey is a new ac- 
count exec in NBC's Frisco spot 
sales office. 

Mary Elizabeth Loeber joined 
BBD&O as a radio-tv time buyer. 

Richard S. Calender left NBC 
spot sales, Frisco, to become sales 
director of KLIQ, Portland, Ore. 

KINS, Eureka, Cal., named Weed 
Radio Corp. as national rep. 

Regional account for Stauffer 


& Hohman. 


E. F. Hutton named Lennen & 
Newell, Frisco, to handle the in- 
vestment house’s Western adver- 
tising. 

Charles R. Patton is new mer- 
chandising director at Guild, Bas- 
com & Bonfigli. 

Pacific Intermountain Express 
named Beaumont & Hohman as its 
agehcy. 

Burgermeister Beer’s “little man” 
ID spot won Hollywood Ad Club's 
first prize among commercials— 
BBD&O, Frisco, was the agency. 


- London Agencies 
By ERNIE PLAYER 


“ Award to the producer who has 
the highest average of marks for 
six television commercials, similar 
to the Palme d’Or that’s offered in 
the cinema group, is to be given at 
the International Advertising Film 


| Festival in Cannes in June, it was 


decided at a fest committee meet- 
ing in London. 

Saward Baker and Co. Ltd., has 
taken over the Radio Luxembourg 
advertising account of Decca Rec- 
ords Ltd., also of Empire Pools 
Ltd. .. . T.B. Browne is undertak- 
ing its biggest tv campaign ever 
in a current drive for O.K. Sauce 
. . Dorland Advertising appointed 
to handle the ad and marketing 
campaigns for several Savory and 
Moore products .. . Clifford Blox- 


at | 





cy. Wachter, 


who just recently 


resigned by Leo Burnett agency be- ham & Partners Ltd. to spearhead 
cause of product conflict. Billings its Spring promotion for Swish 
are estimated at $1,500,000 in 1959.|curtain rail by taking 90-second 

Formfit Co, has taken on Tatham-/|spots in tv advertising magazine 
Laird as an additional agency, with programs in the Midlands and 
MacFarland, Aveyard retained as North . . . Napper, Stinten, Wool- 
the one. ley Ltd. appointed by Courtaulds 

Keyes, & Jones burgeon- | Ltd. to handle a new shirting fab- 
ing with four new accounts: H. H./ric called Escort. 





TV-Radio Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Jack Gregson into Doctor’s hosp for checkup. Gregson, who spiels 
for Old Gold, has just bought a dairy farm in Sherman, Conn... . 
Ben S. Lochridge, national sales manager for CBS Radio, stricken 
with a coronary and confined to St. Luke’s hosp . . . Post’s Alpha-Bits, 
via Benton & Bowles, has bought spot schedules on TV’s “Romper 
Room” in 20 large markets including Gotham . . . NBC making it a 
party at the Ziegfeld with an invitation’ list to attend the N.Y. por- 
tion of the colorcast of “Some of Manie’s Friends” (tribute to the late 
Manie Sacks) on March 3.. . . WOV’s WOvbug contest for ad agency 
people ended with Sam Vitt of Doherty, Clifford, Steers & Shenfield 
winning top prize of round trip to Rome. Second prize, West Indies 
cruise, went to Chester Slaybaugh of Ted Bates; third prize, portable 
typewriter, to James Geffert, Cunningham & Walsh . . . Hubbell Rob- 
inson Jr., exec veep, CBS-TV programs, off to Hollywdéod on biz trip 
. .. Jack Kuney, producer of CBS-TV’s “Look Up and Live,” to Crys- 
tal River, Fla. for holiday . . . Charlotte Manson, recovered from 
broken back, to Miami Beach for vacation and then to Palm Beach to 
shoot tv pilot film for Screen Gems . . . Penney Parker after fill in at 
Pierre’s Cotillon Room back to acting chores via Dash commercial 
for Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample . . . CBS-TV’s “Captain Kangaroo” will 
be presented before studio audience for first time on March 17. Occa- 
sion is show’s 1,000 broadcast . . . Former NBC-TV staffer Nancy W. 
Hess again named director of radio-t? for 1959 Cancer Crusade ... 
CBS Newsman Walter Cronkite awarded Arnold Air Society's Civilian ~ 
Award for “outstanding contribution to aviation” via his CBS-TV “Air 
Power” series . . . Eugene O. Kern, chief of N.Y. Program Center of 
Voice of America; Robert W. Minton, director of pubrelations for Ra- 
dio Free Europe and Eugene King, program director of Radio Libera- 
tion, to speak at American Women Radio-TV luncheon today (Wed.) 
|at Savoy-Hilton Hotel . . . Gay Avery and Roger Forster pinchhitting 
for vacationing WCBS Radio newscaster Olin Rice . . . Bill Leonard, 
WCBS Radio reporter, moved his family and eight sons and miles of 
ham wireless equipment to West side of Gotham. Better reception 
there, he says ... Don Morrow to-Ware, Vt., where he'll broadcast with 
Lowell Thomas on “Winter Pastime—Skiing” * . . French composer 
George Auric signed to do his first tv score on CBS-TV’s “Twentieth 
| Century” documentary on “Stalingrad” April 19. 








| Clarence Worden, WCBS-TV’s director of public affairs, named by 
| Nat’l Advisory Committee of Ohio State Univ. for Education by Ra- 
dio-TV to welcoming subcommittee of 1959 conference in May . 
NBC-TV’s Steve Allen replaces S. J. Perelman as panel mtmber in 
tomorrow's (Thurs.) first session of “Writers on Writing” course at 
| NYU’s Division of General Education. Perelman is off to Europe on 
| biz . . . Lou Frankel, Gotham radio-tv publicist, to speak at CCNY’s 
School of Business “Radio-TV Course” tomorrow (Thursday) ... Lar- 
ry Adler and his harmonica scheduled for “Camera Three” appear- 
ance on WCBS-TV March 8. He'll do Bach, Mozart blues and pops and 
describe his travels in recent years . . . Sam Sharkey, editor of news 
for NBC, to escort Donald Edwards, editor of News for BBC, to 50th 
lanni of “Press Conference of World” at Univ. of Missouri March 2 
. . . Ed Brophy, who's featured in “Playhouse 90” drdma tomorrow 
(Thursday) recently appeared some 27 years younger on “The Champ” 
on “The Late Show.” His brother Tom Brophy, who looks like the ac- 
| tor-comedian, is producer of the WCBS-TV “Sunrise Semester” liter- 
ary course. “Playhouse 90” production tomorrow is J. P. Miller orig- 








| inal. “Dingaling Girl” with Diane Varsi and Eddie Albert . . . Singer 
| Bobby Freeman appears on the Dick Clark Saturday ABC-TV’er Feb. 
|28 .-.. Arthur Dorfner becomes new WABC-TV biz manager, replac- 


| ing Don Pels, who upped suddenly and eloped with his secretary Patti 
Shields last week, and now plans to take an extended (six months or 
a year) honeymoon . . . Jo Stafford, Philip and Dennis Crosby and Jim 
| Garner guesting on the second ABC Bifig Crosby special on March 2, 
over ABC-TV . . . Robert Alda and fighter-turned-actor Rocky Grazi- 
ano signed to appear in an episode of “Naked City,” on ABC-TV... 
Lester Dihoff becorhing WMGM Radio publicity director .. . Gerald E. 
| Liddiard a new veepee at Synditape Inc., a new wholly owned subsid 
|of Guild Films; he moves over from Jayark Productions, headed by 
|the former Guild chief Reub Kaufman . . . Norman Fell leaves for 
| Silver Springs, Fla., to film one of the “I” episodes. Barbara Wilkins, 
| p.r. manager of WNTA, upped to director of sales promotion. 
| Swift’s Allsweet Margerine will sponsor WPIX’s annual telecast of 





|Home Reducing went to Beaumont | St. Patrick’s Day Parade March 17. Telecast will be from 12:30 p.m. 


to 4:30 .. . Tamora G. Noyes appointed to the exec stiff of indie WPAT 
|. . . Floyd Bowman, supervisor of RKO Teleradio and WOR division 
mail and shipping departments, elected prez. of the Eureka Rod and 
Gun Club... Jay Barney did another “Couple Next Door” (CBS Ra- 
dio) last week, begins a run on “Love of Life” (CBS-TV) next week (3) 
}and also signed for the Rock Hudson-Doris Day film “Any Way the 
| Wind Blows” at U-I. 

After a maternity sabbatical, Nanette Fabray returns to tv on Perry 
|Como show March 21. 


{IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Peggy McKay planed in to test for the lead opposite James Whit- 
more in Bing Crosby’s “Lincoln Jones” pilot for ABC-TV. Producer 
Sy Gomberg inked her for the role, with stanza filming this week .. . 
Richard Jaekel pulls a switch by planing to Gotham for a telefilm 
stint—he’s set for the “Naked City” shooting this week . . . Irving Pin- 
cus to Gotham to cast lead in his new ABC-financed pilot, a mystery- 
anthology series edited by Authony Boucher, mystery book critic of 
the New York Times .. . In for huddles: CBS’ Hubbell Robinson Jr. 
and Tom Ryan, NBC’s Beb Lewine, Screen Gems’ Ralph Cohn and 
John Mitchell, NTA’s Ely Landau, Oliver Unger, and Mort Abrahams 
... ABC Affiliates Assn. board of governors meets with network brass 
this week in Las Vegas preliminary to fullscale affiliate meets next 
month in Chicago . . . James Riddell got his coming-out luncheon as 
incoming ABC western division boss yesterday (Tues.) . . . Sandy How- 
ard moves onto the California Studios lot this week to start filming 
of three series, “Police Station” for Official Films, and “Congressional 
Investigator” and “Spellbound” in association with Dave Wolper. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Looks like Frank Atlass will shift from program director of WBBM- 
TV to sales topper, vice George Arkedis who’s transferring to New York 
as CBS radio sales veep . . . WGN radio going to all night operation 
(save Mondays) with Franklyn MacCormack in a six-hour mood music 
stint, abetted by Trib columnist Herb Lyon. Starts March 3... Tal- 
man Federal Savings bought five more hours 6n WFMT bringing its 
total sponsorship on the FM-er to 20 hours per week .. . Bill Mason 
named farm program director of WLS . . . Bill Thompson out ef NBC 
radio sales after four years on the force . . . George Condon notched 
a full year as local CBS press chief, which sounds like a longevity rec- 
ord for the job but isn’t . . . NBC-TV sales veep Ed Hitz vacationing 
in Phoenix . . . Sid Siegal, well-known Chi song and jingle-writer, 
joined Fred Niles Productions as mysical director .. . Frankie Yanko- 
vie guesting on ABC-TV’s “Polka-Go-Round” next Monday (2)... 
Union Pacific picking up 26-week tab for Studs Terkel’s new vehicle on 
WFMT, dealing witt American folk tradition .. . Rosemary Rapp, 
former “Romper Room” schoolma’rm, back in town making the rounds 
after a sojourn on the Coast . . . Frances Horwich clocking her 1,500th 

(Continued on page 40) 
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AFTRA and SAG 
Now Making Like 
Damon & Pythias 


A new era of “cooperation” be- 
tween the American Federation of 
Television & Radio Artists and 
Screen Actors Guild, who are still 
seriously fighting out tape juris- 
diction (before the NLRB), appears 
te have cropped up, at least to the 
degree where both sides for the 
first time are manifesting a desire 
not to step openly on one another's 
toes 


Change is due to the greater 
chance now than ever before that 
the two unions will merge—per- 
haps before 1960. 

For a long period, up to the very 
recent past, both unions have taken 
turns publicly denouncing the aims 
of the other, but now neither per- 
former union seems to be offering 
any public commentary without 
first apprising the other, and when 
the commentary is finally released 
it is now of a sweetness-and-light 
variety. 

This change in attitude (which 
some think is a hesitant change) 
was prompted by the evident will- 
ingness in the past several weeks 
of SAG to actually consider 
grounds for merger with AFTRA. 
AFTRA has taken a let's-give-’em- 
a-chance-to-prove-they-mean-it atti- 
tude. 

Clayton (Bud) Collyer, AFTRA 
prexy, wrote SAG’s board of direc- 
tors the other day expressing de- 
light in learning “that the vore 
on the Guild referendum indicates 
the overwhelming wish of the 
Guild membership to seek a prac- 
tical, way to achieve a rs of 
AFTRA and SAG. He offered 
AFTRA’s cooperation in “selection 
of an impartial research organiza- 
tion to prepare a plan for the 
merger.” 


Brit. Admen Get 
Tint TV Preview 


Members of advertising agencies 
interested in television took a look 
last Wednesday (18) at color tv 
demonstrations at the 
Dorchester Hotel by the Commer- 


padi Fog OE crepe circuit, 
employing — 
equipment, was a 
About 470 guests, consisting of 
members of the Circle and their 
clients, attended the two 


sessions, 
each of which lasted about 75 min- 
utes. One item Pie: a_specially- 





written version Re- 
diffusion’s 15-minute “Jim's 
Inn,” which goes out over Lon- 


don transmitter at 10:45 p.m. on 
Fridays. 


mercial TV Circle, told Vanrery 
that the demonstrations “didn’t 
mean a thing” in terms of implying 
that color tv was just around the 
corner or whatever. He pointed 
out that engineers have been ex- 
perimenting with color for about 
15 years, and the Dorchester get- 
togethers were arranged simply to 
show members what could 
achieved, and keep. interest alive. 


TY TOOTHPASTE ADS 
ANNOY BRITISH, TOO 


London, Feb, 24. 
Some makers of tv commercials 
and advertising agents are cur- 
rently going into huddles to modify 
their tooth ads and revise the 
Seloee sede eT ee oe 
ows a ru last Wednesday 
(18) by the 
Authority that commercial tv webs 
ust ject 


m re 
which, in the opinion of the Brit- 
ish Dental Assn., make 


claims, 

ITA’s advertising advisory com- 
mittee took up the water Toon, 
ing complaints from dentists 


z 





: 


aimed at 


Com. | #180 planning more probes of shady 





ership for the 58-59 semester.) 


TV's All-American Lineup: Mid-Season Mark 


(Here are the shows in the prime nighttime area (7:30 to 11:00) that dominate their time periods on the three major tv networks 
based on the second January Nielsen AA (average audience rating s. At the mid-season mark, tt's pretty indicative of time period lead- 


















































SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
1:30-8:00 MAVERICK NAME THAT CHEYENNE /|WAGON TRAIN] LEAVE IT TO/| RIN TIN TIN |PERRY MASON 
(ABC) TUNE (ABC) ° 4NBC) BEAVER (ABC) (CBS) 
(CBS) (ABC) 
8:00-8:30 MAVERICK THE TEXAN WAGON TRAIN| DECEMBER RAWHIDE |PERRY MASON 
(ABC) (CBS) (ABC) (NBC) BRIDE (CBS) (CBS) 
; (CBS) 
FATHER WYATT EARP PRICE IS THE REAL RAWHIDE |WANTED DEAD 
8:30-9:00 LAWMAN KNOWS BEST (ABC) RIGHT McCOYS (CBS) OR ALIVE 
(ABC) (CBS) (NBC) (ABC) (CBS) 
9:00-9:30 G. E. THEATER DANNY RIFLEMAN THE ZANE GREY M-SQUAD GALE STORMe» 
(CBS) THOMAS SHOW (ABC) MILLIONAIRE, (CBS) (NBC) SHOW 
(CBS) (CBS) (CBS) 
9:30-10:00 HITCHCOCK |ANN RED SKELTON| I'VE GOT A TENNESSEE 77 SUNSET HAVE GUN, 
PRESENTS (CBS) (CBS) SECRET ERNIE FORD STRIP WILL TRAVEL 
(CBS) (CBS) (NBC) (ABC) (CBS) 
10:00-10:30 LORETTA DESILU GARRY MOORE|/THIS IS YOUR| GROUCHO THE LINEUP GUNSMOKE 
YOUNG PLAYHOUSE (CBS) LIFE MARX (CBS) (CBS) 
(NBC) (CBS) (NBC) (NBC) 
7 
10:30-11:00 WHAT’S MY DESILU GARRY MOORE] U.S. STEEL |PLAYHOUSE 90 PERSON D.A.’s MAN 
LINE PLAYHOUSE (CBS) HOUR (CBS) TO PERSON (NBC) 
(CBS) (CBS) (CBS) (CBS) 
J 

















SCHEUER ‘SHOWDOWN’ 
SET FOR WNEW-TV 


TV Key columnist Steve Scheuer 


is breaking as a video 
ducer on March 20, when W - 





~ fag fag will be made pos- 
ee Eurovision setup, 

will heavy for criticism of the| which links most western 
8 native medium, tv. ental nations. —. 

will discuss (and criti- 

PS oe 2 oe oe Triel period will oe Italy, 
“For Whom the Bell Tolls” up-| Holland, and Switzerland linked 
for the entire period, while West 


WHAT CAME FIRST, 
CHICKEN OR EGG? 


Gainesville, Ga., Feb. 24. 

Here's an electronic twist to the 
man bites dog theme with news- 
paper ink overtones. 

Radio Station WDUN has an- 
nounced it will begin publishing a 
weekly newspaper April 2. 

Sheet will be edited by Ted 
Oglesby, WDUN news director, 
who will continue his station 
chores. 

. Gainesville (pop. 25,000) is cen- 
tered in nation’s leading broiler 
(chicken) market and has three ra- 
dio stations, a daily newspaper 





a poultry trade weekly. ° 





Ts There 


By LES CARPENTER 

. Washington, Feb. 24. 
Is there a Goldfine in the sky? 
Oren: Harris says he is going to 
investigate the spectrum. 
Arkansas’ U.S. Rep. Harris is 


deals in U.S. regulatory agencies 
(including the Federal Communi- 


cations Commission). But the two 
investigations will be handled sep- 


activities. He is requesting from the 
House (and will soon get) $290,000 
to carry on the work of hi influ- 








Harris’ Sweeping Spectrum Probe; 


A Goldfine In The Sky?’ 


executive 
group doing it. 

Eisenhower Administration poli- 
cy was stated only a short time ago 
when Leo A. Hoegh, director of 
the Office of Civil and Defense Ad- 
ministra‘ announced Congress 


tion, 
will be sent a bill to authorize a 


with. the task of studying spectrum 
allocation. The bill has not yet 
been introduced and _ probably 
won't be. Harris moved first, and 
that’s that. 

Broadcasting industry spokes- 
men here have feared that any ex- 
ecutive group would be more sym- 
pathetic military hunger for 
more of spectrum. They 
Congress, close to 
voters, as to demands for 
more and 





military secrets the Government 
has. The Defense Dept. could com- 
pletely louse up the Harris study 
by refusing to take the subcommit- 
tee and its staff into military con- 
fidence. But that would run a grave 
political risk for the Pentagon. 
Harris said neither he nor other 
subcommittee members has the 
scientific and engineering know- 
how to conduct such a study and 
will have to rely on a competent 
technical staff which he said will be 
hired “with utmost care.” He hasn't 
started the staff search yet. 
Harris’ fellow Communications 
Subcommittee members are Reps. 
Walter Rogers (D-Tex.), John J. 
Flynt (D-Ga.), John E. Moss (D- 
Rostenkowski 


liam H. Avery (R-Kan.). 
Membership of the Legislative 
Oversight Subcommittee was shift- 
ed some. Two Democratic members 
who formerly served on it, Reps. 
John Bell Williams (Miss.) and 
Morgan Moulder (Mo.), were not 
reappointed. Harris moved them to 
the Transportation Subcommittee 
instead. Three of the four Repub- 
members are new because 
only one of the '58 GOP members 
returned to Congress this year. 
ris 


£ 





CBS Spot Sales 
Selloff to Aftils 
Still a Hot Issue 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Effort of a group of CBS affili- 
ates to buy the web's Spot Sales 
is still warm and could heat up at 
the CBS-TV affiliates meeting in 
Chicago March 15, John S. Hayes, 
WTOP-TV, Washington, prexy and 
prime mover behind purchase, in- 
dicated this week. 


No rush is currently necessary. 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion has postponed until April 27 
the deadline for filing comments 
en the proposed rule outlawing 
network-owned spot sales for other 
than its own o&o properties. 

Hayes has interested 14 tv sta- 
tions in buying CBS Spot Sales. 
Seven of the 14 (including his own 
WTOP-TV ‘here and JXT-TY, 
Jacksonville, Fla.) are now served 
by CBS Spot Sales. Seven others 
are currently represented other- 
wise, and their identity has not 
been made public because of pos- 
sible embarrassment with their 
present spot sales ties. In addition, 
proposed new outfit would con- 
tinue handling spot sales for CBS 
o&o stations. 

The way_the deal is expected to 
work is that under the new own- 
ership, each station would buy one 
share of stock. When there are 
two stations (as in Washington- 
Jacksonville example), they would 
jointly own one share. CBS o&o 
stations would be allowed to pur- 
chase one share jointly. 

Dividends would be paid on the 


*| basis of the billing of the station 


or stations, rather than on stock 
ownership. 


ABC MULLS SPECIAL 
FOR THREE STOOGES 


ABC-TV is mulling a live one- 
hour special fronted by the Three 
Stooges. Deal is in its embryonic 
stages around the network program 
offices, but idea would be to pre- 
sent the stanza in early June. 

Network was prompted to do the 
show because of the hot comeback 
by the Stooges, resulting 





i 


il-|from the release to television of 
their old theatrical short subjects. 
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known it was 
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It can happen to any of us—reading about an outstanding 
special program in a review the next day. Then saying, “If 
I’d only known...” The list below is designed to make sure 
nd special program of particular interest to you slips by 
during March. These programs, in their variety and impor- 
tance, reflect NBC’s basic philosophy: totality of program 
service ... rewarding television for every program taste. 


May we suggest you keep this list 
near your TV set as a Calendar of 
Television to Remember in March... 





A Conversation with James B. Conant (March 1, 
2:00-2:30 p.m.) in the Wisdom series. The 
distinguished educator discusses problems of 
American education with Nathaniel Ober, 
Principal of Clayton, Mo., High School. 

Ah, Sweet Mystery of Mrs. Murphy (March 1, 
5:00-6:00 p.m.). Omnibus presents a William 
Saroyan comedy starring George Grizzard. 
Life in Outef MUngotia (March 1, 6:30-7:00 p.m.). 
Chet Huntley Reporting with first definitive 
study of the change to Communism in this 
remote land. Filmed in Color by explorer 
Jorgen Bisch. 

Some of Manie’s Friends (March 3, 7:30-9:00 
p.m.). The late Emanuel Sacks was one of the 
most beloved figures of show business. His 
friends pay him tribute by displaying the tal- 
ent he did so much to encourage. They include: 
Sid Caesar, Rosemary Clooney, Nat “King” 
Cole, Perry Como, Eddie Fisher, Bob Hope, 
Harry James and Betty Grable, Tony Martin, 
Dinah Shore, Frank Sinatra, Kay Starr, Danny 
Thomas, Jack Webb and Jane Wyman. In Color. 


Musical Special (March 4, 9:00-10:00 pan.). The 
Bell Telephone Hour stars Ann Blyth, Eileen 
Farrell, Howard Keel, Isaac Stern, The 
Ximinez-Vargas Ballet Espanol, the Joe Bush- 
kin Quartet and Donald Voorhees and the 
Bell Telephone Orchestra. In Color. : 
A Conversation with Eleanor Roosevelt (March 8, 
2:00-2:30" p.m.) in the Wisdom series. Mrs. 
Roosevelt converses with editor William Att- 
wood about a citizen’s political obligations. 


Maria Golovin (March 8, 5:00-7:00 p.m.). The 
NBC Opera Company brings Gian Carlo Me- 
notti’s newest opera to television in a two-hour 
presentation, with the cast that performed at 
the Brussels World’s Fair. In Color. 


Bob Hope Show (March 13, 8:00-9:00 p.m.). Bob's 
guests tonight are: Guy Mitchell, Gail Davis, 
and Bob’s special guest, Chuck Connors. 

A Conversation with Robert Moses (March 15, 
2:00-2:30 p.m.) in the Wisdom series. The civic 
leader discusses city planning with landscape 
Artist Gilmore D. Clarke. 

45 Minutes from Broadway (March 15, 5:00-6:00 
p.m.), On Omnibus. Alistair Cooke is host for 
this first television presentation of George M. 
Cohan’s musical comedy. 


Frances Langford Presents (March 15, 10;00- 
11:00 p.m.). Miss Langford headlines a full- 
hour music-and-comedy Special. Guests in- 
clude Hugh O'Brian, Julie London, Edgar 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, George San- 
ders, Jerry Colonna and special guest Bob 
Hope. In Color. 


Dean Martin Show (March 19, 8:00-9:00 p.m.) 
with Dean and his special guest Donald 
O'Connor and David Rose and his orchestra. 
In Color. 


A Conversation with Dr. Karl Menninger (March 
22, 2:00-2:30 p.m.) in the Wisdom series. The 
world renowned psychiatrist discusses theories 
of psychosomatic medicine with distinguished 
editor Denver Lindley. 


The Big Ear (March 22, 5:00-6:00 p.m.}. On NBC 
Kaleidoscope. A study-in-depth of the contro- 
versial wire-tapping issue. District attorneys, 
police officials and private detectives, and for- 
mer telephone company employees give first- 
hand testimony on techniques of wire tapping. 


The Unchained Goddess (March 22, 6:00-7:00 
p.m.). The Bell System Science Series’ Rich- 
ard Carlson and Dr. Frank Baxter use anima- 
tion and special film to explain violent changes 
in the weather. Produced by Frank Capra. 
Repeat performance in Color. 


Green Pastures on the Hallmark Hall of Fame 
(March 23, 9:30-11:00 p.m.). In its review of the 
first telecast of Marc Connelly’s classic, The 
New York Times said “It will long survive in 
the memory of everyone privileged to have seen 
it.” Now, a live encore performance with the 
original TV cast of 60, starring William War- 
field, Eddie “Rochester” Anderson and Earle 
Hyman. In Color. 


Pontiac Star Parade (March 24, 8:00-9:00 p.m.). 
Music and yariety Special starring Perry Como 
and guests. In Color. 


Magic with Mary Martin (March 29, 4:00-5:00 
p.m.). This first of Mary Martin’s two com- 
pletely different Easter Specials includes an 
original musical review, Three to Make Music, 
an adaptation of the classic Cinderella, and 
selections from Peter Pan, including the fa- 
mous flying scene. In Color. 


Music with Mary Martin (March 29, 8:00-9:00 
p.m.). Miss Martin's Easter evening program. 
Assisted by a full company of singers, dancers 
and musicians, Miss Martin re-creates show- 
stopping moments from her long list of musical 
successes. In Color. 
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W \SHINGTON Stations: WMAL, WRC, WTOP, WTTG. TV Homes: 511,000. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AY. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.|RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM STA. RTG. 
.w Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30).......WRC 34.0] 1, Highway Patrol (Sat. 7:00)....... ..-WTOP.... Ziv 20.2 41/Milt Grant ............. 10.5 
Hy Perry Como (Sat, 8:00-9:00).........WRC 31.7/ 9. Silent Service (Sun. 7:00)........... WMAL....CNP ee SN oh oe on cota cl WTOP 179 
3. Rifleman (Tues. 2 00-9: 30)... ahs er ++ WMAL 315 3. Gray Ghost (Wed. 7:00)..... ecnas WRC...... CBS 185 38 {7% O'Clock Final....... WMAL 113 
L rick (Sun. . ational News ........ i 
Hy Peter Gunn (Mon. 9:00-9:30)........WRC 28.9/ 4. Twenty Six Men (Sun. 6:30)........ WMAL....ABC 17.9  40/ Metropolitan Movie ..... WITG 109 
6 Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10:30).... WRC 28.5) 5, . of Cochise (Thurs. 7:00)..... WRC...... NTA 1973 S61 Diel GOO ............000- WTOP 115 
7. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WTOP 284) 6 Sea Host (Tues. 10:00). .seeeeWMAL.... Ziv 164 -30|Garry Moore ........... WTOP 169 
8. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9)..WRC 27.9] 7. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00)......WRC.. ..U.S. Borax 159 34 DP tate geckscnnee WTOP i123 
9. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30). .... - -WRC 27.5| §. Mike Hammer (Tues. 10:30)......... WRC.. ..MCA 145  32|Garry Moore ........... WTOP 162 
10. Sugarfoot (Tues, 7:30-8:30)...-..... ‘WMAL = 27.0) g wWhirlybirds (Fri. 7:00)............. WTOP.... CBS 145 30|Jim Bowie ............. 12.2 
9. Badge 714 (Fri. 7:30)............... WTTG.... CNP 13.2 24|Rin Tin Tin ............ WMAL 145 
TOP TEN MeL waeEhS =. AY. 10. Wild Bill Hickok k (Sat. SS WRC. i wa Seren Gems 127 43 Tomaha awk panei WIT 82 
- RAM—DAY— ae Decoy (Mon. 7:08)..........-seee0- aed ic ® a alley Days....... . 
mrt ae : —41, Gangbusters (Tues. 7:00)........... WTTG.... RKO 122 23 {7 O'Clock Final....... WMAL 15.0 
1. *Buckskin (M,F 7:30-8:00)....:.. .- WRC 16.0 National News ........ WMAL 153 
2 +11 O'Clock Report (M-F i1-11:15)..WTOP 13.511. Jim Bowie (Fri. 7:00)............... WTTG.... ABC 122 25|Whirlybirds ............ WTOP i145 
3. +News-Harkness (M-F 11:00-11:15)...WRC 12.1111. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Thurs. 7:30)...WTOP.... Ziv 12.2 21} Leave It To Beaver...... WMAL 205 
4. +Popeye (M-F 6:30-7:00)............ WTTG 11.7/11. Science Fiction Theatre (Sun. 6:00)..WMAL.... Ziv 12.2 30} Meet The Press Ww 11.2 
4. #7 O'Clock Final (M-F 7:00-7:15)..... WMAL 117 11. Soldiers of Fortune (Tues. 6:00)..... WMAL....MCA 122 32 f Milt Grant 87 
* Andy (M- -00)..... DO ee eae a oe eee Se eee ll eee : 
Hy iNationsl News, Wee GLP: Te: :30).WMAL 11.5/11. U.S. Marshal (Wed. 10:30) ......... WRC...:.. NTA 123 (37 oy Theatre .|:....... WTOP 179 
6. *Mickey Mouse Club (M,W,F 5:30-6) WMAL  11.1/ 12. Boots and Saddles (Wed. 6:00)....... WRC...... CNP 119 © 35 f pati Grant ............ WTTG 23 
1. *Price Is t (M-F 11-11:30 a.m.)..WRC 10.6 Kaa % 19 ae eae eget WITG 103 
8. *American (M-F 45:30). WMAL~ 105/13. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 6:30)............ WITG..... UAA 1: os ‘n’ Andy.......... 
MINN.- ST. P AUL Stations: KMSP, KSTP, WCCO, WTCN. TV Homes: 385,200. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Sat. 9:30)........ Wwcco.... U.S, Borax 29.9 50; MacKenzie’s Raiders ....KSTP 145 
2. Popeye (Sat. 12:30)................ WCCO....UAA 212  68| Basketball ............. KSTP 65 
1. Wagon Train : 5s Shea es KSTP 36.0 %. Popeye (Mon.-Fri. 5:30)............. WCCO.... UAA 202 56 f Mickey Mouse Club. os -WICN 74 
2. Gunsmo Ppa Pe EIA Oo a rien 2c ah i . 
3. Perry Como (Sat. 7:00-8:00)......... KSTP 348) 4 wWhirlybirds (Sun. 9:30)............ KSTP..... CBS 18.5  31| What’s My Line......... WCCO 295 
$ oe To Person UF, 6:80-i0-0) “WEES © $23] 5. State Trooper (Tues. 9:30).......... KSTP.....MCA 175  27|Garry Moore ........... WCCO 305 
&. [ve Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9: 00)... WCCO  31.2| 6. Highway Patrol (Mon. 9:30)......... KSTP..... Ziv 17.2 27|Desilu Playhouse .......WCCO 25.2 
7. Leretta Young (Sun. 9:00-9:30)...... KSTP 39.21 7%. Sky King (Sat. 11:30 a.m.)........... WCCO.... Nabisco 16.9 68 | Detective’s Diary ....... KSTP 439 
8. Garry Moore (Tues. 9:00-1 0:00)... eee a9¢| & Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:00)............. WTCN.... Ziv 16.5  23|Groucho Marx .......... KSTP 225 
gee oun OO). WICN  292| % Superman (Thurs. 5:00)............. WCCO.... Flamingo 163 47| Ameriean Bandstand ....WTCN 11.4 
ag Oe eR 10, Woody Woodpecker (Wed. 5:00).....WCCO.... Kellogg 15.8  46|.American Bandstand ....WICN 11.4, 
11. Wild Bill Hickok (Sat. 11:00 am.)...WCCO....ScreenGems 15.5  64| True Story ............. KSTP 5.9 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 12. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Sat. 9:30).....KSTP..... Ziv 145  24}Death Valley Days....... WCCO 299 
13. Decoy (Sat. 10:30)................. KSTP..... Official 142  34|Movie Spectacular ......WTCN 140 
1. +Today's og Ag 10-10:15) . *WGGO = 14. Farmer Al Falfa (Sat. 10:30 a.m.)....WCCO.... CBS 139 2) @ircus Boy ........ esee-KSTP * 129 
Fee Sports GEE 10r18:10:30) -.KSTP 183/15. U.S. Marshal (Fri. 10:30)............ KSTP.....NTA 13.5  30| Movie Spectacular ...... WICN 149 
4. +Movie Spee. (M-F 10:30-Signoff)....WTCN 163/16. Jeff's Collie (Mon. 7:00)............ WTCN....1TC 132 BiTexan ....-....<...cecee Wcco 232 
5. tAxel and His (M-F 4:30-5:30)...WCCO = 15.7 | 17, Flight (Wed. 9:30)................. KSTP..... CNP 12.2 20/ Circle Theatre .......... Wwcco 202 
& fheweS ae LT 4305), -Wece 141/17. Harbor Command (Tues. 10:30).....KSTP..... Ziv 122 35] Movie Spectacular ...... WICN 119 
8. "CBS News (M-F 615-630)... 129] 18. Championship Bowling (Sat. 5:15)...WCCO.... Schwimmer 12.035] { Sheena-Queen of Jungle KMSP 11.7 
9. *As World (MAF 1 12:30-1:00)... WCCO 128 Annie ee KSTP 
10. *Buckskin OLF ¢: 6:30-7:00)........... KSTP  125'19. Burns and Allen (Sat. 9:00)......... WTCN....ScreenGems 119  18/Gunsmoke .............. WCCO 352 
PROVIDENCE Stations: WJAR, WPRO. TV Homes: 198,500. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00)...... WJAR..... U.S. Borax 293 .71|My Hero ............... WPRO 120 
2. Sea Hunt (Sat. 10:30)........... odss WAR... Ziv 23.0 43 Bis, Ghew ....2.55< ciscdes WJAR 16.8 
1. Gunsmoke (S (Sat. 10: 00-10:30).. .- WERO 39.0 3. Annie Oakley (Fri. 6:30)....... seee. WJAR......CBS 198 59 f News, | Sports, Wea. -++-WPRO 18.5 
3. Red Skelton (Teed: €:00-0-08) -...... WERO 368] 4. Silent Service (Wed. 7:00)..... sess. WJAR.....CNP 19.5 50] Sword of Freedom....... WPRO 135 
. Wases Te — be eon a} 5. Uniow Pacific (Tues. 7:00)........ ..WJAR.....CNP 185 53} Whirlybirds .-.......... WPRO 163 
6. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 9:30-16:00)..WPRO  35.0| & Twenty Six Men (Sum. 7:00)......... WJAR.... ABC 17.5 GPT Ret, code ntsetacsG WPRO 26.5 
7. Chevy Show (Sun. 9:00-10:00)....... WJAR 33.8| 7.. Honeymooners (Thurs. 7:00)........ WPRO.... CBS 17.3 41| Walt Disney Presents....WJAR 24.8 
8. Perry Come (Sat. 8:00-9:00)......... WJAR 33.5] 8. Highway Patrol (Tues. 10:30)....... WJAR.....Ziv 16.5 38] Garry Moore ........... WPRO 26.8 
eee rbeaics (Tinka baba ae) Ua can| & Whislybirds (Tues. 7:00).......... -» WPRO.... CBS 16.3 47| Union Pacifie ........... WIAR 185 
- od 1@. Sky King (Thurs. 6:30).......... .» WJAR..... Nabisco 16.0 S51 { News, Spe Sports, Wea. WPRO 145 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11, Star Performance (Sat. 7:00)........WPRO.... Official 148 38} Rifleman Re ae 243 
¢ anes ee ‘ papal ad 12, Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 5:00)..... WPRO.... Kellogg 13.8 55| Early Show ............ WJAR 11.2 
° aity Brines Shack 00-6: -£/13. Sword of Freedom (Wed. 7:00)...... WPRO.... Officiat 13.5 41/| Silent Service .......... WJAR 19.5 
> bpd pry we he oe WPRO 177/14. If You Had A Million (Sun. 6:30)... WJAR.....MCA 133  1/ 20th Century ........... WPRO 13.0 
4. *CBS News (M-F 6:45-7:00).........WPRO 15.4| 15. Wild Bill Hickok (Tues. 5:00)....... WPRO.... Screen Gems 13.0 54/ Early Show ............. WJAR 11.2 
e “Adventure Time (F. we 5 0) 14 Sp 16. Popeye (Sat. 8:00 4.m.)............. WPRO.... UAA 123 82 Cate Be Theatre. . was 12 
a ven ee ee Fe Fe te PS lm ERT ees” el Me ea i er ree . 
7. +News, Sports, Wea. (M-F 6:30-6:45) WPRG 142/17, My Hero (Mon. 7:00)..... avec tte WPRO.... Official 12.0  29| Death Valley Days ..... WIJAR 293 
:: “Galle let ETH 12 45-100): -WPRO 121/19 Superman (Mon. 5:00).............. WPRO.... Flamingo 11.0 §0|EarlyShow............. WAR 11.2 
(M-Th 12:30-12:45)..........: WPRO 119/19. Kingdom of the Sea (Sat. 5:00)...... WPRO.... Guild 0.8  35/Football .............: WJAR 183° 
10. +Big Show (M-F 11:15-Signoff)...... WJAR 11.220. Farmer Al Falfa (Sat. 11-30 am.)....WJAR.... CBS 93  46|Robin Hood ............ WPRO. 108 
DAYTON Stations: WHIO, WLW-D. TV Homes: 143,700. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS . 
"ae ee < 1. Badge 714 (Sat. 10:30).............: WHIO.... CNP 378  3|D.A’s Man ............. WLW-D 143 
- Sunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)..4..... WHI 51.3| 2. Twenty Six Men (Tues. 7:00)........ WLW-D.. ABC 293 56|State Trooper .......... WHIO 233 
= Geen ee. 150830) 2 WEWD 4431 3. Mike Hammer (Fri. 10:30)........... WHIO.... MCA 288  §7|Pat Boone .............. WLWD 218 
4. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30).....WHIO 42.8| 4. Dr, Hudson (Fri. 7:00)..............WHIO.... MCA 27.8 67 | Outdoor Guide .......... WLW-D 138 
4. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9: 10: .WHIO 42.8} 5. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7: 00) Ss weeue WLW-D.. U.S. Borax 27.3 Sotirrey Giest 2.5. eos. ace. WHIO' 26.8 
S Fete eee et eae ot WLW'D 428] 6 Gray Ghost (Mon. 7:00)............ WHIO.... CBS 26.8  50| Death Valley Days ...... WLW-D 273 
6. Desiiu Playhouse (Mon. 10:00-11:00) WHIO 42'3| 7 MaeKenale’s Raiders (Thurs. 7:00)...WLW-D... Ziv 243 ~©« «Sl aot Rt BP ale DS LESS. WHIO 233 
7. Maverick (Sun. 7:00-8:00) ......... WLW-D 420} 8 State Trooper (Tues. 7:00).......... WHIO.....MCA 233 44 nty-Six Men ........ WLW-D 293 
8. Red Skelton (Tues, 9:30-10:00)....... WHIO 39.8} 8. Target (Thurs. 7:00)........... Se Ziv 23.3 49|MacKenzie’s Raiders ....WLW-D 243 
9. Little Raseals (Mon.-Fri. 6:00)....... WHIO..... Interstate 23.1 67| Annie Oakley .......... WLW-D 133 
TOP TEN MULTLWEEKLY SHOWS 10. If You Had A Million (Sat. 7:00)....WHIO.... MCA 223 49| Midwestern Hayride ..... WLW-D 228 
2 {Front Page ot (M-F sages: 215) was ae 10. Sea Hunt (Wed. 10:30) ............ WLW-D... Ziv 22.3 49) Circle Theatre .......... WHIO 23.3 
‘ e Rascals 6:00-6:30)...... ‘4/11, Colonel Flack (Mon. 7:30)..........WHIO...... CBS 213 37} Lawman ...2:........-. WLW-D 363 
* ‘Soho, Reporter, Sports Desk _ WHIO 21.4111. ‘Tugboat Annie (Wed. 7:00).........WLW-D... ITC 213  44|Man Without A Gun.....WHIO 27.3 
4. “NBC News (M-F 6:45-7: 00) - 4 Pe ? be ’ “WLW-D 20.9 12. Harbor Command (Sun. 10:30).......WLW-D... Zix 19.3 38} What’s My Line.......... WHIO 31.3 
> porate “ag 4 AL os gamer la at mete (Tues, S200); . .c.. ..cccscsees WHIO..... CNP 18.8 > i) TG a WLW-D 443 
4 ews, =| ae: 5 tte = 9/13. Jeff’s Collie (Tues, 7:30)........... WHIO..... ITC 188 -. De pieneiest ok. dec kee WLW-D 418 
ce cai ne acto 200) ETO, 122/14. woody Woodpecker (Tues. 5:00)... .. WLW-D. .. Kellogg 17.5  $4| Wild West Movie........ WHIO. 149 
9. Wild West. (M-F 5:00-6: ‘WHI 148 15. Champtonship Bowling (Sun. 2:00)..WHIO.::.. Schwimmer 17.0 46" Basketball ............2: WLW-D 198 
9. *Mickey Mouse Club (M,W,F 5:30-6). WLW-D 148] 16. ‘Wild’ Bill Hickok (Wed. 5:00)........ WLW-D... Screen Gems 143 49] Wild West Movie........ WHIO. 149 








Wednesday, February 25,1959 VARIETY — TV-FILMS = 35 








VARIETY Y Vanriety's weekly chart is based on the 22 major markets regularly reported by Teie- 

-TELEP ULSE CITY- BY-CITY P ROGRAM CHART. pulse each month, in addition to 133 other Telepulse tabulated U.S markets, covered 
over the course of a year. Cities will be rotated weekly. The Variety chart is a compilation of data on syndicated films, as well as network and live programs, tn each 
market. Under the top 10 multi-weekly heading, the (+) stands for local programming and the (*) for network s 
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BOSTON Stations: WBZ, WHDH, WNAC. TV Homes: 878,100. Survey Dates: 4 weeks ending January 14, 1959. 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS AV. TOP TWENTY SYNDICATED SHOWS AV. AV. TOP COMPETITION AV. 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG..RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME _ STA. DISTRIB. RTG. SH.| PROGRAM ‘STA. RYG. 
“1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WNAC 33.9} 1, Gray Ghost (Wed. 7:00)..,......... WBZ......CBS 249 50 | Waterfront .......... ..WNAC__ .38,2 
2. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)..... WNAC-  32.2| 2: Silent Service rr. 7:00) oye WBZ aula CNP 248 st | | Baas 916. Gd s605 200: WNAC . 15,2 
. . / 3. Twenty-Six Men (Sun. 7:00) ....... WBZ. ..+ ‘ Se ere WNAC 21.5 
s. = Fee Ot 6 Eee dagger og Aa re 4. Boots and Saddles (Tues. 7:00)... .. WNAC.... CNP 232 46| | Flight WBZ = .19:2 
2. Loretta Young (Sun. 10:00-10: = “| 4. Crusader (Thurs. 7:00)............. WNAC....MCA 23.2 48 | If You Had A Million... WBZ 15.5 
3. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 10:00-11:00).WNAC 31.8/ 5, Code 3 (Sat. 10:30)................ WNAC.... Hal Roach 21.2 48 " “ “Reese WBZ 15.2 
4. Perry Mason (Sat. 7:30-8:30)........ WNAC 31.7| 6. Highwey Patrol ‘Sat. . | geese WBZ _....Ziv_ 20.5 45 | Mike Hammer ...WNAC 14.9 
5. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30) _WBZ 31.0| 7. Sky King (Wed. 6:30)........:..... WNAC.... Nabisco 19.9 49 | | Boston Movietime..... WBZ 16.3 
. Sun. 9:30-10:00)..WNAC 30.2 ) News, Wea. .......... WBZ 16.7 
6. Alfred Hitchcock (Sun. 9:30-10:00). . “|! g. Jeff's Collie (Mon. 7:00)............ WBZ .....ITC 19.5 47] Walter Winchell......... WNAC 165 
7. Father Knows Best (Mon. 8:30-9:00)..WNAC 29.9) g, Sheriff of Cochise (Sun. 6:30)...... WNAC....NTA 19.5 42| Casey Jones ......... WBZ 17.5 
8. Ed Sullivan (Sun. 8:00-9:00)........ WNAC 29.4; 9. Flight (Tues. 7:00)....._ .......... WBZ __...-CNP 19.2 38 | Boots and Saddles....... WNAC 23.2 
- — 9. State Trooper (Sun. 10:30).......... WNAC....MCA 19.2 35 { Movie veoes WE 18.7 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS AV. ) What’s My Line........WHDH 17.7 
RK. PROGRAM—DAY—TIME STA. RTG.| 9. Superman (Fri. 6:30)............ .. WNAC.... Flamingo 19.2 47| {Boston Movietime.....WBZ 18.3 
) News, Wea. . .. WBZ 19.3 
ae +News, Wea. (M-F 6:45-7:00)....... WBZ 19.1 10. Whirlybirds (Sun. 6:00). .... os WEED: uy: 0a 18.9 44 | Conquest .. WNAC 15.5 
2. +Beston Movietime (M-F 5:00-6:45).. WBZ 18.6 | Death Valley Days (Thurs. 10:20)... WBZ_...-U.S. Borax 18.5 35 | DuPont Show of Month... WNAC 24.5 
3. Late News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15).WNAC = 15.6) a Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:30).... WNAC....Screen Gems 18.5 43 og Fs samme .... WBZ 20.7 
" te 3 s, > & : . | News, ea, iene 4 ae 21.7 
4. *Guiding Light (M-F 12:45-1:00)....WNAC 15.4| 49, waterfront (Wed. 7:00).........+-.. WNAC.... MCA 182  36|Gray Ghost WBZ 249 
5. *American Bandstand (M-F 4-5:30)..WHDH 15.2) 13, Casey Jones (Sun. 6:30) eves. WBZ _....-Sereen Gems 17,5 38 | Sheriff of Cochise ..... WNAC 19.5 
6. *Search Tomorrow (M-F 12:30-12:45). WNAC 15.0; 13. Wild Bill Hickok (Mon. 6: 30)........ WNAC....Screen Gems 17.5 44 ao. Movietime.....WBZ 18.3 
ae ii . , . News, Wea. . h one. ee 17.7 
A ages yp Rage Pager orgs 2a WBZ 1481 14. Adv. In Sherwood Forest (Sat. 6:00) WNAC. .. . Official 16.5  44| Movie EIN weg) a's 
8. *Leve of Life (M-F 12:00-12:30)....WNAC 145 | 44 City Detective (Tues. 8:00) WNAC....MCA 16.5 25|George Gobel...... .... WBZ 255 
9. *Captain Kangeroo (M-F 8-8:45 am.).WNAC  13.0/ 14. San Francisco Beat (Wed. 7:30) .... WNAC....CBS 16.5 25| Wagon Train ...... ... WBZ 31.5 
10. +Hollywood Playhouse (M-F 1-2:30) WBZ 12.5! 14. Walter Winchell (Mon. 8:00) WNAC....NTA 16.5 40| Jeffs ‘Collie .. WRZ 19.5 
ATL ANT A Stations: WAGA, WLW-A, WSB. TV Homes: 223,300. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 
1 ’ ’ 
TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Whirlybirds (Wed. 7:00).......... . WSB......CBS 31.4 68| {City Camera, Wea.....WAGA 9.3 
1 CBS News ....WAGA 9.0 
1. Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WAGA 39.5 | 2. People’s Choice (Fri. 7:00)........ WSB......ABC 25.9 53 | § City Camera, Wea. ... WAGA 11.3 
2. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)...... WSB 38.3 : J | 1 CBS News . -+»,-WAGA 12.0 
3. Restless Gun (Mon. 8:00-8:30)...... WSB 36.3; 3. Big Story (Sat. 10:30).............. WAGA.... Flamingo 25.7 54 | D.A.’s Man ...WSB 16.7 
4. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8:30).........- WLW-A ey 4. Sheriff of Cochise (Tues. 7:00) ..... WSB .....NTA 249 49 Man Without A Gun.....WLW-A 165 
5 ee ae pee wae 33 3| 5 Highway Patrol (Sat. 9:00)... WAGA.... Ziv 242 40/ Lawrence Welk .. WLW-A 22.2 
> Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9-30-10). WAGA  31.7| 6. Death Valley Days (Mon. 7:00).....WSB...... U.S. Borax 198 43) {City Camera, Wea.....WAGA 143 
7. Real McCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00).....WLW-A 31.7! . 4 (CBS News - WAGA 153 
8. Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30)..... .WLW-A 30.5) 7. Cressroads (Sun. 4:00) ..... i. LS cei Schubert 19.0 53 Star Theatre es WLW-A 11.5 
9. Tales of Wells Fargo (Mon. 8:30-9).. WSB 30.4; g If-You Had A Million (Sun. 10:30) . WSB...... MCA 189 44! What’s My "“e...... WAGA 192 
| 8 Superman (Mon. 6:00) .. . WSB:>..... Flamingo 18.9 51| Early Show .......... WAGA 11.2 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 9. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6:09) .WSB...... Screen Gems 188  48| Early Show .......... WAGA 120 
: ; , ‘ : a Ss Screen Gems 18.0 46| Early Show ........ s..WAGA 12.0 
1. *Buckskin (M-F 7:30-8:00)..........WSB 20.7 10. Wild Bill Hickok (Wed. 6:00) arly 

2. *NBC News (M-F 6:45-7:00)... WSB 18.1, 11, Popeye (Sun. 3:30) .............-+ WSB .....UAA 16.2 47) Big News ‘58 .........WAGA 93 
2. +News, Weather ne ee ‘- ren ry 12. Flight (Tues. 8:00) ee: 15.2 24) Sugarfoot bre WLW-A 31.2 

3. *American Bandstand (M- -5: ae - 3. ° 00) ud o.. 0a ws __CB 152 46 | Bi or i Ar AG 
4. *Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 a.m.).. WSB 153 12. You Are There (Sum. 3:00)... V B CBS Big News 58 A WAC A 9.2 
5. +Popeye (M-F 5:00-6:00). _.WSB 142 13. Roy Rogers (Sat. 5:30) ..........-. WAGA....CNP 15.9 44 Armchair Playhouse WSB 11.5 
6. *Adventure Time (T,Th 5:30-6:00)..WLW-A 13.9 14. “Popeye (Mon-Fri. 5:00) ....... in WEED. 459s 0e 14.2 37 { American Bandstand...WLW-A_ 15.1 
6. *Concentration (M-F 11:30-12 Nn)..WSB 13.9 : . | | Adventure .. WLW-A 13.9 
7. *Search For reer WAGA 133 15. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:00) WSB .....Kellogg 13.7 37, Early Show .... WAGA 13.0 
(M-Th 12:30-12: cette sees | 16. Leoney Tunes (Fri. 6:00)... Te... ee Guild 13.4 39 Early Show ... WAGA 14.5 
S, SGuiding Light (4-Th 13:4 1:00). -- AGA 1e4|2%- Cleo Mid (Set, 690)........: .... WAGA.... Ziv 13.2  39| Armchair Playhouse .... WSB 11.2 
8. *Mickey Mouse Club (M.W.F 5:30-6) WLW-A 13.1' 17. Victory At Sea (Sun. 12:00) . WLW-A... CNP 13.2 53! Annie Oakley WLW-A 7.2 


COLUMBUS : Stations: WBNS, WLW-C, WTYN. TV Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 























TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 1. Death Valley Days (Sun. 9:30) ..... WBNS.:..U.S. Borax 27.5 41! Chevy Show WLW-C 242 

2. Sea Hunt (Mon. 7:30) ... WBNS.... Ziv 25.5 44 Tales of Texas Rangers .WTVN 20.5 

1, Gunsmoke (Sat. 10:00-10:30)........ WBNS 39.9| 3. Woody Woodpecker (Tues. 6:30)... WIVN.... Kellogg 23.5  62| Outdoors With Don Mack WBNS 7.7 
2. Wyatt Earp (Tues. 8:30-9:00)....... WTVN 39.5/ 4. San Francisco Beat (Wed. 7:(0)...... WITVN.... CBS 225  41/{ Looking With Long WBNS 24.0 
3. Sugarfoot (Tues. 7:30-8:30).........WTVN 39.1 )CBS News _. WBNS 23.7 
4. Real MeCoys (Thurs. 8:30-9:00)..... WTYN = 37.5/ 5. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 7:00)........... WTVN.... CBS 22.4  42/| { Looking With Long ...WBNS 24.7 
4. Wagon Train (Wed. 7:30-8:30)....... WLW-C 37.5 1 CBS News .. WBNS 23.7 
5. Maverick (Sun. 7:30-8: - se reeeeeee wave 37.0; 6. Casey Jones (Tues. 7:00)........... WTVN....Screen Gems 219 37! | Looking With Long .. WBNS 20.7 
6. Rifleman (Tues. 9:00-9:30) WwTv 35.5 1CBS News ...WBNS~_213 
7. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 9:30-10). WBNS 34.5| 7, State Trooper (Fri. 7:00)........... WTVN.... MCA 21.2 46/ | Looking With Long ..WBNS 203 
8. Danny Thomas (Mon. 9:00-9:30)..... WBNS 34.2 1CBS News _.. WBNS 210 
9. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 10:00-10:30). WBNS 33.9) g. Boots and Saddles (Sat. 10:30). ..... WBNS.... CNP 205 37| Something Different VTVN 209 
' 9. Ames 'n’ Andy (Sat. 6:00) .. WBNS.... CBS 16.9 49 | | Basketball ....WTVN 11.0 

TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS ; | Best of Hollywood.....WTVN 12.0 

9. prea 9 | —— a —— mi i 158 34 owe It To Beaver ..... WTVN 25.5 

. *CBS News (M-F 7:15-7:30)..... . WBNS 22.7'10. If You Ha ion (Sat. 6:30)... as 18. 39 | Midwestern Hayride.....WLW-C 15.2 
2 tLeckine With Loag (MEF 7715). WBNS 223/11. Our Miss Brooks (Sun. 6:30)... WBNS.... CBS 175  36| Best of MGM ... WLW-C 162 
3. +tNews-Pepper, Wea. (M-F 11-11:15). WBNS 20.9| 12. Cisce Kid (Tues. 6:00) Me rt<s ss WTVN.... Ziv 17.2 50 | Explorer .. WBNS 10.2 
4. +Flippo Show (M-F 5:00-6:00).-.... WBNS 15.3| 12. U.S. Marshal (Fri. 10:30) . .... WTVN....NTA 17.2 31 | Person to Person ... WBNS .» «22.9 
5. *Amer. Bandstand (M-F 4:30-5: 30). .WTVN 14.6| 13. Target (Tues. 7:00) ... WLW-C... Ziv 16.5 28 | Casey Jones sec ete es WEVN bind 9 
6. *As The World Turns (M-F 1:30-2).. WBNS 13.7| 14. Huckleberry Hound (Thurs. 6: 30).... WTVN.... Screen Gems 16.2 43|Gray Ghost ......... .. WBNS... 119 
7. Casper Capers (M-F 3:30-4:30)..... WTVN 12.3; 14. Mike Hammer (Tues. 10:00) ....... WIVN....MCA 16.2 31| Garry Moore.......... \'BNS 27.7 
8 +News, Wea. (M-F 11:00-11:15) ..... WLW-C  11.7| 14. Ten-Four (Tues. 10:30)............. WTVN.... Ziv 16.2 31| Garry Moore...........WBN» «27.7 
9. +Amos ’n’ Andy (M.Th (1:00-1:30)... WBNS 11.4| 15. -Judge Roy Bean (Mon. 6:30) ....... WTVN.... Screencraft 15.9 35 | Traffic Court.......... WBNS~ ~.205 
9. *Price Is Right (M-F 11-11:30 a.m.).WLW-C 11.4| 15. Wild Bill Hickek (Wed. 6:30) .... WTVN....Screen Gems 15.9 37 | Jeff's Collie WBNS 14.9 





BIRMINGHAM Stations: WAPI, WBRC. TV Homes: 153,200. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 




















TOP TEN NETWORK SHOWS 
1. Silent Service (Tues. 7:00) ......... WBRC.... CNP 38.3  60|Eddie Fisher............ WAPI 25.3 
1, Ann Southern (Mon. 8:30-9:00)...... WBRC 43.8) 2. Highway Patrol (Sat. 9:30)...... .. WBRC.... Ziv 363  69/D.A.’s Man............ WAPI 148 
2. Danny Thomas (Mon. 8:00-8:30)..... waar 43.3| 3. Twenty-Six Men (Fri. 9:30)... . WBRC.... ABC Tee SRE eS eee WAPI 23.8 
2.. Millionaire (Wed. 8:00-8:30)........ WB 43.3) 4. MacKenzie’s Raiders (Thurs. 8:30).. WBRC.... Ziv 35.3 jb 3, > Bae WAPI 29.3 
3. Father Knows Best (Mon. 7:30-8:00). Wan 41.5| 5. State Trooper (Fri. 8:00) ........WAPI ....MCA 343  49/ Phil Siivers ............ WBRC 35.5 
4. Gunsmoke (Sat. 9:00-9:30).......... 40.8; 6. Favorite Story (Thurs. 9:00)........ WBRC.... Ziv 31.3 54 | Groucho Marx ree 27.0 
5. Have Gun Will Travel (Sat. 8:30-9). “WBRC 40.3/ 7. Sky King (Fri. 6:00)............... WBRC. ... Nabisco 30.0 64] { News, Sports, Wea..... WAPI 17.0 
5. I've Got A Secret (Wed. 8:30-9:00).. WBRC 40.3 } NBC News WAPI 17.5 
6. Desilu Playhouse (Mon. 9: ane: . WBRC 40.1} 8. Sea Hunt (Thurs. 9:30)..... ... WBRC.... Ziv 29.3 57| Mike Hammer .... WAPI 22.3 
7. Zane Grey (Thurs. on Sis towa WBRC 40.0| 9. Boots and Saddles (Thurs. 6:00)... WBRC.... CNP 29.0 63 | { News, Sports, Wea..... WAPI 17.5 
8. Lineup (Fri. 9:00-9:30)............. WBRC 398 i NBC News mer, 17.0 
10. Whirlybirds (Thurs. 10:00)......... WBRC.... CBS 26.8  64| Naked City .......... WAPI 14.8 
TOP TEN MULTI-WEEKLY SHOWS 11. Us. Marehel (Fri. 30: oon POS epm WBRC. fe NTA 25.8 &5 uM Squed ice? 88 WAPI 23.0 
11. You ere >)0)lll — 5.8 i ickok ....... WAPI 22.3 
1, “CBS News (M-F 5:45-6:00)......... WBRC 169/12, Western Marshal (Sun. 5:30)....... WBRC.... CNP 25.3 59| Walt Disney Presents.... WAPI 17.3 
1, *NBC News (M-F 6:15-6:30)......... WAPI 16.9) 13, Mr. District Attorney (Sun; 2:00).... WBRC.... Ziv 243 66) Lawrence Welk .. WAPI 113 
2. jNews, Sports, Wea. (M-F 6:00-6:15).WAPI 168/14. Union Pacific (Tues. 6:00)....... .. WBRC.... CNP 23.0  53/|§ News, Sports, Wea.....WAPI 205 
3. ; Alabama Newsreel (M-F 5:30-5:45). WBRC 16.6 i NBC News os sos nn 20.0 
4. {Dance Party (M-F 4:30-5:30)....... WAPI 165/15. Danger Is My Business (Wed. 9:30). WAPI ....CNP 22.8 43 /| Circle Theatre ....WBRC 298 
5. “Edge of Night (M-F 3:30-4:00)...... WBRC = 15.8| 16. Jim Bowie (Fri. 10:30).............. WBRC.... ABC 22.55  58| World’s Great Movies WAPI 16.0 
5. *Mickey Mouse Club (M,W,F, 5:30-6). WAPI 15.8; 17. Mike Hammer Cthurs. [ aaa WAPI..... MCA 223 43/|Sea Hunt .:..WBRC 293 
> jAmos gh ag se 5:90) . wae La 1. Sheriosk Holmes (Tues, 9:30)...... Wart sakdite Guild 6 a3 4 Garey Moore ........... WBRC 343 
. : UU)... . ° Hickok (Tues. 6:30)....... / , hee n Gems ou Are There.......... 25. 
7. {Cirele 6 Ranch (M-F 4:00-5:00).....WBRC 152 a eh nr nes +r mF a SET 

a 
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Many Happy Returns! 


(from ARB, Nielsen and Pulse) 


All three rating services agree: it’s been a 
terrific first year for KMOX-TV as a CBS 
Owned station. Month after month, returns 
from ARB, Nielsen and Pulse show that 
Channel 4 is St. Louis’ favorite station. 


Just look at the latest ARB, for example. 
KMOX-TV’s share of audience (up 29% 


in a single year) is now 37% greater than 



















the second station's and 86% greater than 

the third station’s. In addition, KMOX-TV 

rings up more quarter-hour wins .. . more 

top-rated station breaks . . . more station 

breaks with a 20-or-over rating than the 

other stations combined. And KMOX-TV 

has 7 of the iop 7 multi-week!) shows (local 4 
and netwerk) .. . 6 of the top 10 network . 

shows... and all of the top 5 local shows 

seen in the St. Louis area. : 


Help yourself to a man-sized slice of the 


renee eet KMOXTY 


Channel 4, St. Louis « Represented by 
CBS Television Spot Sales 
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Factors which would 


features as their stars, release year, 


ekly parts based on a oatings furnish 
fenturd films line and thet 55 mark 


k Maer Paes the 10 top rated f 

features, and Sor are goes ey det 6 p.m. 
2 wrge A refle 

is dictated by 's ~s 


ets. Each week, two different feature. 

features tabulated. ‘The tabulation excludes - 

during the midweek. Their exclusion 
me midweek rating data. 

 agwartes, stations and advertisers in 

determining the effectiveness of a fzature show in a specific market have been 


aneTy chart. Listed below i, such pertinent information regarding 
iced uction company and the present 


distributor tneluded wherever possible along with the title. Attention should be paid 


VARTETY-PULSE FEATURE CHART 


ed by Pulse’s latest reports on to such factors as the time and day, the high and low ratings for the measured 
‘share of audience, since these factors reflect the effectiveness 


the featire and 








any children wiewers, but its share of ‘audience may reflect dominance in that 
period. In the cities where stations sell their feature programming on a multi 
d basis utilizing the same theatrical throughout the week a total rating for the 
1 number of showings for the week is given, the total rating not taking into account 
duplicated homes factor. Barring unscheduled switches in titles the listed features 
the particularly rated theatrical filmed show are as accurate as could be ascer- 
Under Time Slot, S. O. stands for Sign-Off. 


composition, t.e., a late show at 11:15 p.m. would hardly 











MINNEAPOLIS—ST. PAUL 


TOP 10 FEATURE FILMS 


1. “GOING MY WAY”"— 
Bing Crosby, a: 
Barry Fitzgera 
Paramount; 1944; MGA 


2. “TWO YEAR’S BEFORR THE 
MAST” — 
Alan Ladd, Brian Donlevy, 


Barry Fitzgerald; 
Paramount; 1946; MCA 


3. “SILVER RIVER”— 
Errol Flynn, Ann Sheridan, 
Thomas Mitchell; 
Warner Bros.; 1948; UA/ 


4. “AFRICAN QUEEN”’— 
Humphrey => 
Katherine Hepburn 
United Artists; 1951; UAA 


5. “LAKE PLACID SERENADE”— 
Vera Ralston, Eugene 
Pallette, Vera Vague; 
Republic; 1944; HTS 

@ “VALLEY OF DECISION”— 
Greer Garson, Gregory 
Peck, Lionel Barrymore; 
MGM; 1945; MGM-TV 


1. “REUNION IN FRANCE”— 
Joan Crawford, John 
Wayne, Philip Dorn; 

MGM; 1942; MGM-TV 


8. “GRAND CENTRAL MURDER”— 
Van Heflin, Patricia 
Dane, Virginia Grey; 
MG™M; 1942; MGM-TV 


9. “YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH you”-— 
Lionel Barrymore, James 
Stewart, Jean Arthur; 
Columbia; 1938; Sereen Gems 
t 


10. “HOLIDAY”’— 
Katherine Hepburn, Cary 
Grant. Lew Ayres; 
Columbia: 1938; Sereen Gems 


COLUMBUS 


“BUFFALO BILL”— 

Joel McCrea, Maureen 

O’Hara, Thomas Mitchell; ar 
20th Century Fox; 1944; NTA 


2. “DANGEROUSLY THEY LIVE”— 
John Garfield, Nancy 
Coleman, Raymond Massey; 
Warner EBros.; 1942; UAA 

3. “POSSESSED”— 
Joan Crawford, Van 
Heflon, Raymond Massey; 
Warner Bros.; 1947; UAA 


4. “TREASURE OF SIERRA MADRE”’— 
Humphrey Bogart, Walter 
Huston, Tim Hoit; 
Warner Bros.; 1948; UAA 


5. “THE CANTERVILLE GHOST”’— 
Charles Laughton, Robert 
Young, Margaret O’Brien; 
MGM; 1944; MGM-TV 


6. “JUST OFF EBROADWAY’”— 
Phil Silvers, Lloyd 
Nolan, Marjorie Weaver; 
20th Century Fox; 1942; NTA 
7. “SWEET MUSIC”— 
Rudy Vallee, Ann 
Dvorak, Helen Morgan; 
Warner Bros.; 1985; UAA 


8. “THE SEVENTH CROSS”— 
Spencer Tracy, Signe 
Hasso, Hume Cronyn; 
MGM; 1944; MGM-TV 


9. “TALK OF THE TOWN”’— 
Cary Grant, Jean 
Arthur, Ronald Colman; 
Columbia; 1942; Screen Gems 


10. “PARNELL”— 
Clark "Gable, Myrna 
Loy, Edmond @wenn; 
MGM; 1937; MGM-TV 


RUN 
ist Run 


Ist Run 


1st Run 


1st Run 
Repeat 
ist Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Repeat 


Ist Run 


Movie Spectacular 
Movie Spectacular 
Movie Spectacular 


Command Performance 
Hollywood Matinee 
9 O'Clock Movie 


Movie Spectacular 
Fri. Jan. 2 


Movie pumnonter 
‘Sat. J an. 3 


9 O'Clock Movie 


Sunday Showboat 
Part I 
banuks Different 
Sat. Jan. 3 
Sunday Showboat 

Part It 


Lex te aly Theatre 


Armchair Theatre 


Sunday Showboat 
Lex’s Lucky Theatre 


Best of Hollywood 


Clark Gable Theatre 


PULSE 


AVERAGE AVERAGE AV. 
RATING HIGH LOW SHARE TOP COMPETITION STATION RATINGS 
22.4 25.3 14.7 4c Desilu Playhouse............. le ee ee 23.3 
Today’s Headlines............ Pre 21.7 
Weather, Sports.............. TIP She 17.7 
SE I os bess 00 vo lek Sones .. 95 
Jace Paar Show.............: a 6.7 
18.8 20.0 18.0 48 Wenther, Sports: ............. 8, eS 16.3 
9 O'Clock Movie—“Valley 
of Decision” (ist Run)...... SEP \.0.4-0' dare 12.3 
Mr. District Attorney......... ny Se 3.3 
Jack Paar Show.....:........ BEE ccvceets 8.5 
16.2 12.7 143 39 Playhouse 90................. WOOO... ..0. 55 20.7 
Today’s Headlines............ os vxawe' 22.7 
Weather, Sports............... ene. So pastas 18.7 
II ts «nels 20 RG oo 4 0 wig 0 0 o' 8 PPE et 10.2 
cate. Paar. Ghow. ..0.%....... EE otesuses 9.3 
16.0 17.0 15.0 44 Basketball— 
Minneapolis vs. Philadelphia.KSTP ........ 11.2 
Southeast Asia................ oo rr ee 3.5 
Great Leap Forward.......... ME > bosbeaue 3.0 
14.5 15.0 13.7 39 re. Me Vsta’s Prat Pe Dophend é 10.7 
PE ID. obo sos o's ce cae oul DE os Seuee 9.9 
13.6 15.3 11.7 23 ee NN oo ici ca cwtcas’s . 3° eS 20.7 
Today’s Headlines............. ee . wscesect 20.7 
Movie Spectacular—“ 2 Years 
Before the Mast” (Ist Run)...WTCN ........ 18.4 
13.0 15.0 10.7 28 Person to Person.............. WCCO. 6. ne 32.7 
Today’s Headlines. ;.......... re 23.0 
Weather, Sports............... Rae * séece oe - 103 - 
be SS as epee tt gprer &,-13$ 
Jack Paar Show.............; Ee cond +..11.0 
12.7 143 11.0 27 Death Valley Days............ We? scunanet 29.7 
Today’s Headlines........+... KSTP .....00.-223 
Weather, Sports............... EI *-ecoecats 18.7 
OG rliven a's s scp >w be Oe cone BEE cccctsed 14.2 
Home Theatre—“You Can’t 
Take It With You” (Repeat)..WCCO ,..... Pp te 
11.6 13.0 9.7 36 ee a idan avis EE sabenesd 143 
Movie Spectacular—“Grand 
Central Murder” (Repeat)....WTCN ........ 13.7 
I Lived Three Lives........... WEN. ¢<thceae 63 
Reader’s Digest............... KMSP ....... + 50 
11.4 13.3 9.7 18 UNE BORER... cc cdbcscetecs ie 72.5 
Peete Ge... --caeth ceces LR eo 21.0 
Today’s Headlines. ............ eee. vecesond 22.7 
Weather, Sports... ......0..05. MER. ov smets< 18.7 
Movie Spectacular— 
“Silver River” (1st Run)..... WECH . cccvcses 13.3 
Stations: WBNS, WLW-S, WTVN. .TY Homes: 180,400. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 


20.6 21.7 19.3 


20.0 21.0 18.7 
19.6 21.7 17.0 
19.3 21.7 17.0 
is. $ 17.0 15.0 
15.9 17.0 15.0 
15.3 16.3 143 
14.1 15.3 13.0 
13.3 147 12.0 
127 13.7 11.3 


Stations: KMSP, KSTP, WCCO, WTCN. TY Homes: 385,200. Survey Dates: January 2-9, 1959. 


70 Report to the People.......... Wares 2 2 49 
Re FPS BS aaa be PRS 43 
Face of Red China..:......... i: eee? 5.8 
45 Beots.-‘n’ Saddles. ..; 5.3. ....: WeNS .... 625: 205 
Alfred Hitchcock.............. WENO . i isa, 16.7 
Championship Bowling........ WONS 5.34: 8.7 
55 Voice Beneath the Sea........ WLW-C ...45.. 65 
Star and the Story............. Wen 7. 6.2 
Clark Gable Theatre— 
“Parnell” (1st Run).......... WENO -5 oe bcos 11.7 
39 Lawette: BAe. ..-.; ccc icstuu JO 2 eae 27.2 
Li tt re WBNS ....... 24.2 
Sunday News Special.......... ae 20.3 
News—Norman Dohn.......... Wee seth ks 14.0 
Academy Award Theatre— 
“Kiss of Death” (Repeat)....WBNS ........ 9.0 
34 RE! CANES Te Wee i iceses 15.2 
Our Miss Brooks......... > gas EE. “’e's oes 17.5 
Lassie .... Sh eres eo WOU ts fae ks 21.9 
49 Late Show—‘“‘Hollywood 
Hotel” (Repeat)........... «WIV Se 9.2 
37 Clark Gable Theatre— 
“Parnell” (Ist Run)......... lo a 12.5 
Where We Stand........ « bps lars oa. 13.8 
40 Two Gun Playhouse— 
“Lawless Rider” (Repeat)...WBNS ........ 85 
Hockey Preview.............. a 8.3 
Pro Hockey—- 
Boston vs, Detroit........... WE <Seihetiion 10.7 
28 le ee ee a  peerer 19.0 
If You Had a Million.......... ., oa 13.2 
ee ee Pe ee oe ee 23.5 
31 Sunday Showboat—Part II 
“Possessed” (Repeat) oo. WN a oes 17.2 


% Sunday Showboat+-Part III 


“Sweet Music” tRepeat) ; WWE oes ds cds 15.3 
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This will be the entrance to the BBC Television Centre in London, England 
HERE WILL START A NEW ERA IN CIEE TELEVISION 


BES, 


x 


GRAHAM DAWBARN C.B.E. Architect, in association with M. T. TUDSBERY C.B.E. Consulting Civil Engineer to the BBO 


The British Broadcasting Corporation 


NETWORK OF THE NATION 


QBQ080B0808080Ho8 
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TV Radio Production Centers 
Continued from pace 0 ——$—$— 


“Ding Dong School” program this Friday (27) on WGN-TV . . . Jack 
Eigen’s dispute with the Chez Paree, which may force WMAQ to re- 
mote his lateniter from another site, arises from the nitery’s inter- 
ference in matters of production and its criticsm of the gabber's treat- 
ment of Chez performers. 


IN BOSTON .. + 


Bill Buchanan, Daily Record radio tv columnist, breaking in new 
music program on WILD Sundays 10:30 a.m.-12 . . . Leuise Morgan, 
WNAC-TY personality, running a walking contest on her “Louise Mor- 
gan Show” as part of physical fitness promosh . . . Jack Williams, WBZ, 
sales promosh dir., back after bout with pneumonia . . . Phil 
of “Program P.M., WBZ, did two-hour live broadcast from Eastern 
Slope Inn, North Conway, N. H.... WBZ-TV skedding ski weekend at 
Mt. Snow in Vt. March 14-15 and planning on taking Hub tv eds up 
the snow country by chartered bus for a buffet to 
essed by weather femme Jane Day . . . Jay Kroll, WJAR-TV person- 
ality, hosting Channel 10, Providence, R.I. “Movie Man” program with 
guests recently including Leu Mente and Mike Mazurki.. . “Your Es- 
so Reporter” on WJAR-TV, Providence, R.I., newscast, celebrating 
fourth anni this week’. .. WBZ-TV, Channel 14, awarded 1959 National 
Brotherhood Award by Nat. Conference of Christians and Jews for 
“A Profile of Prejudice.” . . . WNAC-TV inked new spot campaign 
for Revion . . . WNAC-TY’s Hugh Wallace, asst. sales promosh dir., 
and Mrs. Wallace parents of baby girl, and Dave Rodman, WNAC-TV 
“Late News Reporter,” and Mrs. Rodman, receiving congrats en birth 
of baby girl . . . Phyl pubad dir., postponed vacash 
to Nassau until March 15. 


IN LONDON .,. 


Rank Organization expects to have all three of its initial 
series in production 
untitled, will be of adventure-dramas to 
collaboration with Sel 
topping the bill. Box and Lesser are currently prepping 
Lloyds,” skedded for April 13 starting; “Interpol Calling,” produced 
by Anthony Perry with Jack Wrather as American associate, 
on the floor... 
the “What's My 
show would, be 
the planners now 
Cats” teenage show 
ing at the Lisbon, 
substituted for the, 
had to quit the current 
match king Ivar Kreuger 
maker” on Sunday (March 
to write the play. 


IN PITTSBURGH... 


é kt pe party has oo Bill Burns, 
‘ounty ae spring 
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or no yet... theatres will again sponsor an Academy 
Awards Preview, the local movie critics, on Ch. 11 right be- 
fore the Oscareast on 6... Perry WEEP deejay whose 
right mame is Roy Lewis, and his wife greet the stork for the 


ond time im August... Vie 
to shoot some footage for 
spring training. They'll use a camera crew from a Tampa station .. . 
Adagency man Nerman Sheep’s daughter, Serene Shoop, a freshman 
at Carnegie Tech, is disk-jeckeying a half-hour of Broadway show mu- 
sic tunes over the campus station, WRTC, every Sunday afternoon st 
5. She calls the program “Serenely Yours” . .~ Frank Georges—he's 
the KDKA radio newsman—expect the stork next month. 
four youngsters. 


IN SAN FRANCISCO... 
KPIX signed Dick Stewart, ex-KTTV, ex-KHJ-TV, ex-KGO-TV, as 


! 
. 


Z 
i 


ston, and a new twice-a-week shot on KGO-TV, starting 
Melba Ford, secretary te KRON 

president of the Frisco chapter of Executive Secretaries, 
KTVU, Oaklahd-Frisco, 

KLIQ, P 

Richard Ryan, of KLOK, San Jose, 
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VIDEOTAPE 


Dynamic new dimension in TV programming 


CORPORATION 





PROOUCTS DIVISION 














“rm AMPEX CORP, — REDWOOD CITY, CALIFORNIA 


when Nelson Carter, Foote, Cone v.p. at Los Angeles and prexy of the 
Ad Association of the West, spoke ... KTVU is airing spots warning 
against fraudulent business practices in co-operation with Better Busi- 
ness Bureau. 


IN CLEVELAND... 


Ray Otis named WJW disker succeeding Dick Drury. Latter, who 
joined WABQ, has sued station charging contract violation ... Jim 

doing Tom Manning's KYW sports stints while “the Redhead” 
vacations in Florida .. . Gene Slaymaker gets KYW-TV daily 6:55 a.m. 
news stint ... Yvoniie Peairs Smith named WEWS weather gal suc- 
ceeding Sylvia Simmonds .. . Jim Shipley hosts WEWS Sunday night 
movies ... Wayne akei, ex-WHK, named to Axelband & Brown 
... Jack Moffit, WEWE, Clawson, KYW, and Richard Klaus, 
WERE named fo Cleveland Cancer committee ... Bert Wayne leaves 
WHK for WNEW ...o. Jee Finan is on vacation, so “Specs” Howard 
pinchhits nightly KYW-TV weather show. 


IN CINCINNATI... 


Crosley Broadcasting Corp. has appointed Joseph F. McCaffrey as 
Washington correspondent, strengthening news coverage of its five 
tv and one radio station in Cincy, Dayton, Columbus, Indianapolis and 


'Sarnoff’s NBC News 


Working Fellowship 
As Student Incentive 


Climax of the first annual NBC 
Broadcast News Conference for 
high school editors Friday (20) in 
NBC's studios in Radio City was 
board chairman Robert W. Sar- 
noff’s announcement that an NBC 
News Working Fellowship (eight 
week assignment as a member of 
the news dept.) would be given to 
the high schoo] student who writes 
the best report on the conference.. 

Winning student will be put to 
work as an NBC News Desk Assist- 
ant for eight weeks in July and 
August at a weekly salary of $75. 
“And I think,” Sarnoff told the 
secondary school journalists from 





Atlanta . . . George Bryson starts Saturday evening half-hour film 
highlights series from Reds training camp Feb. 28 on WLW-T. First | 
of his 53 telecasts of Reds games will be April 19. His nightly 10-min- | 
ute sportscast on WLW continues via phone . . . Color spectacular due 
March 8 on WLW-T will have 50 models and 20 staffers for spring 
fashion show by McAlpin's department store. Hour program calls for 
nine sets and 85 costume changes. Originates at Crosley Square... 
Bob (Doc) Holliday on from Phoenix as new WSAI disk jockey. Bowed 
to 10 hours of spot announcements on rival WCPO and WKRC. 


IN OMAHA... 


Dave Shay doing the reporting on WOW-TV's 10 p.m. Saturday Dead- 
line show . . . KTIV, Sioux City, has begun a “Man in the Kitchen” 
series 4 p.m. weekdays, with five pro chefs demonstrating their spe- 
cialty dishes. Don Stone is emcee . . . Carl Uhiarik, news director at 
KFAB for seven years, joined Sun Newspapers staff here .. . In KMTV 
staff shakeup here, Amos named merchandising manager; 


motion manager .-. . Virgil Sharpe has resigned as v.p. and general 
manager of KOWH here, effective March 15. He did not announce his 


to Omaha Sales Execs. 


plans. He came to KOWH in 1952 from KOIL here . . . Sam 
of Chicage, CBS radio sales account exec, in town last week to speak 


IN PHILADELPHIA .<«. 
Bud Vaden exited bag nny! (20) as director of sales promotion to 


WCAU sales staff. Charles Heiser, former teacher in business train- 
ing, named merchandising manager for the Trent shows. 


Schneider 





Man On a Bicycle— 
Jack Benny's Jampacked 
Sked (TV, Concerts, Etc.) 


Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Jack Benny gets on a bicycle for 
the next six weeks, with three of 
his CBS-TV Sunday night live en- 
tries, two specs and three concerts 
slated for that period. Schedule in- 
cludes his first live New York 
origination in five years, on April 5: 


fired off the first of his Sunday 
shows this past weekend, and has 


Suriday show. Between 

he squeezes in a concert in San 
Francisco and starts rehearsing the 
March 18 Greyhound-Benrus spec 
with guestars Bob Hope and Mitzi 
Gaynor. 

On March 22, he planes to New 
York, begins rehearsing the April 
5 show, then ducks down to Wash- 
ington for a concert on March 22. 
Following the telecast, he does a 
concert in Gotham Aprii 8. He then 
manages a two-week rest before 
starting to prep his secgnd spec, 
slated for May 23. Meanwhile, he’s 
got to work if four film shows 
for next season somewhere along 
the line. 





Hartford—Harvey Olson, 25-year 
vet with WDRC, has resigned as 
v.p. of the Connecticut Broadcast- 
ing Co., station operators. Has no 








immediate plans. 








NEW ORLEANS 2 1.7 «.+ MIAMI 34.8. ee 


711 Fifth Avenue, New York 22 
CHICAGO 





COMEDY WITH RATING POWER! 


- BURNS ana ALLEN SHOW 


sonsanfeoans, 


TELEVISION SUBSIDIARY OF COLUMBIA PICTURES CORP. 
PL 1-4432 
HOLLYWOOD MIAMI 


CINCINNATI 20.6 


Source: ARB, Jan., 1959 


INC. 


HOUSTON TORONTO 


begun rehearsals of his March 8 | Radio 


aman Continued from page 22 ae 
among a handful of cogent observ- 
ers appearing on a series of tv 
programs “The Press and the 
Public” produced by WGBH-TV in 
Boston under a grant from the 
Fund for the Republic, and telecast 
over some 40 tv outlets in the 


make further studies of the waning 
powers of American journalism. It 
is understood that when NBC 


microphone for a penetrating 
“Image American Press” facts-of- 
life study. 

Many civic and culturally-minded 
broadcasters believe that a whop- 
ping number of daily gazettes in 
the country do a better job of pro- 
moting dance contests, lucky buck 
hunts and Miss America safaris 
than covering the _ significant 


500 high schools in the metropoli- 
tan area, “that the opportunity and 
the experience may be worth a 
good deal more than that to the 
winner.” 

Award will be based on best re- 
port appearing in a school paper or 
local community newspaper. Judges 
will be Chet Huntley, NBC com- 
mentator; Pauline Frederick, UN 
correspondent for NBC; Sam Shar- 
key, editor of NBC News; Bob Con- 
sidine, journalist and broadcaster. 
and Dean Edward B. Barrett of 
Graduate School of Journalism, 
Columbia Univ. There'll be other 
prizes for runners-up in the com- 


Bill Hughes national sales and service rep and Galen Lillethorup, pro- | petition 


Sarnoff hailed the network type 
of news broadcasting, pointing out 
that “it is a task requiring greater 
resources than any single station 
can command.” 

Huntley, one of many NBC News- 
men to address the youngsters, 
said analysis and interpretation are 





stories of the hour. 

Broadcasters believe the public | 
has a legit beef in this apparent 
failing on the part of the press and 
will attempt to show up these edi- | 
torial oversights in their rambunc- | 
| tiously-fashioned programs on the | 
gentlemen ( every-other-inch) of | 
the press. 


a mem — a 


ABC Daytim | 
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Rubicam, which had approximately | 
40 weekly spots in ABC daytime | 
|at the launching of the plan, will 
| still ride for another 26 weeks, its 
accounts still representing 20 spots 
in ABC's pre-dark plan. Each of 
| the following Y&R clients is going 
into a second cycle, in the hopes 
|that the program audiences will 
| build better ratings and also to in- | 
|sure “charter sponsor” minimum 
|rates $25,000 weekly for four| 
| spots), with retention of the four- 
|spot minimum: Johnson & John-| 
|son, Drackett, Beechnut, American | 
| Home Products and General Foods. 

Says ABC-TV prexy Ollie Treyz: 
“This is only Round 1. Don’t write 
us off. We're in daytime to stay, 
and watch our speed; we're going | 
to get more aggressive than ever.” | 











We're Looking For 
The Best Commercial 
Film Representative 


One of Hollywood's leading pro- 
ducers of quality commercial films 
Is interested in @ top-Right sales 
representative. if you're the best, 
we'd be interested. 


Write Box V-310-59, VARIETY, 
154 W. 46th St., New York 36 








Animation Produced in Japan 


from your storyboards. Guaranteed 
US standards. Low Japanese rates. 


Send us a triel order, 
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CBS-TV AFFILS TO. 
CONVENE IN CHI 


CBS-TV Network affiliates gen- 
eral conference wili be staged Sat- 
urday:and Sunday, March 14 and 
15 at WBBM-TV studios, Chicago. 
Two-day session will get under 
way with talks by C. Howard Lane, 
veep and managing director of 
KOIN-TV, Portland, Oregon, and 
chairman of CBS-TV Affiliates 
Assn., and Louis G. Cowen, prexy 
of the video web. 

Major talk at luncheon will be 
given by Dr. Frank Stanton, prexy 
ef CBS. This will be followed by 
closed meeting for affiliates only 
with Lane presiding. 

Lester Gottlieb will produce the 
show at the banquet in the Drake 
Hotel Saturday evening. Meetings 
will resume Sunday afternoon 
with talks by Cowan; George Bris- 
tol, operations director of sales 
promotion and advertising; Wil- 
liam B. Lodge, veep of affiliate re- 
lations and engineering. 
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gress or the White House are in- 
cluded. 

It provides each commission 
shall elect its own chairman with a 
three-year limit. Responsibility is 
also required for the authorship 
of each written decision. One 
commissioner must assume respon- 
sibility for each decision and sign 
his name. 

No person would be permitted 
to appear for himself or in a rep- 
resentative capacity before a com- 
mission until he has first filed a 
written notice of his appearance 
giving certain facts for the public 
record. A penalty is provided for 
not doing so. 

The President is given power to 
remove a Commissioner for neglect 
of duty or-malfeasance in Office, 
but not for other reasons. All mo- 
tions must be acted upon within 
60 days after they are filed unless 
the commission for “good cause” 
(such as the need for a hearing) 
postpones such action for not more 
than 120 days. 

The bill outlaws honorariums 
for FCC commissioners for writ- 
ten articles, speeches, etc. 

A code of ethics is spelled cut 
in the Harris measure, and while 
the bill carries no penalty for a 
violatien of the code, Harris 
pointed out that “job security” is 
definitely involved. The bill also 
directs commissions to set down 
further codes for their officers and 
staffs. 

Generally speaking, the bill is 
the same for each of six commis- 
sions under Legislative Oversight 
Subcommittee’s jurisdiction, al- 
though slightly more detailed for 
FCC and the others (Civil Areo- 
navtics Board, Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, Federal Power 
Commission, Federal Trade Com- 
mission and Intertate Commerce 
Commission). 











Ottawa—To strengthen its radio 
and television drama production, 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
has added two to its drama setup. 
R. S. James, assistant supervisor 
of farm and fisheries airers, is ap- 
pointed. assistant supervisor of 
drama for radio, and Michael Sad- 
ler comes to CBC from freelance 
tv production as special consultant 
for video drama. 


— 











‘Double-Decker’ 


=———— Continued from page 23 ame 


the production team. For the most 
part, however, it will be a house- 
built undertaking. The program 
will be put on weekly, in the same 
time period, although the exact 
slot or evening has not yet been 
designated. Amount of time re- 
quired for any particular show— 
an hour, 90 minutes or even two 
hours—will be made available, 
through the simple expediency of 
preemptions on anything over an 
hour, which will be the “base” for 
the weekly show. 

The properties will vary, depend- 
ing on who’s producing. One week 
there will be a straight drama, an- 
other a comedy, another a revue, 
another a musical personality show, 
another week perhaps a novelty 
presentation. Then back to drama, 
etc. Within the Nat Hiken area of 
comedy presentation, some ‘‘Man of 
the Hour” shows (pilot of which 
was given a 60-minute showcasing 
by Kodak on the Ed Sullivan Show) 
will be incorporated into the over- 
all project. Banner, of course, 
will be associated with the musi- 
cal offerings. But week after 





.week, year round, it will have that 


“same night, same time” identity. 

At least 90% of the series will 
be live, although as presently blue- 
printed point of origination can be 
New York, Hollywood, or even 
Hong Kong (via tape or film). 

Most heartening to the trade is 
the fact that of late there appears 
to be a growing sponsor yen 
toward hopping abroad the live tv 
bandwagon. The certainty of a 
continuing “Playhouse 90” series, 
the new live dramatic CBS “Biog- 
raphy” series being underwritten 
by Equitable Life, the projected 
full hour NBC-TV live drama 
series for next season, and even a 
catalog of live specials on the 
ABC-TV griddle portend some 
new excitement for °'59-'60. But 
the “Hubnell double-decker” looms 
as the topper. 


Tele Followups 


=a Continued from page 6 See 


tated in various works of the great 
masters, and at least one show- 
tune, “The Party’s Over,” by Jule 
Styne. With a brilliance that is 
expected but never ceases to sur- 
prise, Bernstein covered a wide 
repertory, playing bits from 
Brahms, Smetana, Handel, Schu- 
bert, etc, utilizing the four-note 
parese as the -unifying motif for 
is lecture. He led to two climac- 
tic long pieces, the trio from Rich- 
ard Strauss’ “Der Rosenkavalier,” 
with Brenda Lewis, Regina Sarfaty 
and Lee Venora singing, and the 
spectacular last movement from 
Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony, 
which closed the show. 

William A. Graham’s direction 
for this Robert Saudek production 
was excellent. The transitions be- 
tween Bernstein's lecturing, pian- 
istics and batoning were handled 
flawlessly while the camera work 
during the symphonic sequences 
seemed to be rhythmically tied to 
the music. Herm. 














Perry Como Show 

The practice of isolating a per- 
former so that the -guestint 
amounts to virtually a one-man 
show is apparently thriving. The 
latest to get such treatment is Lena 
Horne, who had a lengthy stint to 
herself on the Perry “omo show 
Saturday (21) in which she gave 
a milder version of her nitery act 
in a setting simulating a cafe. 

Miss Horne probably held up the 
curtain on “Jamaica” for a spell 
while she picked up some extra 
change on this show. he’s a sing- 














er with polished primitiveness. 











VIDEOTAPE 


Dynamic new dimension in TV programming 
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with Como in which they blended 
“Napoleon” from the aforemen- 


tioned “Jamaica” with “Life is Just 
a Bowl of Cherries.” 

Per usual, the Como show came 
Thi wae Mutaaet Aan & 

arga 

Quartet, a sprightly song 
group who gavé a-good account of 
themselves in s€veral numbers, and 
there was Gary’ Cooper who lent 
hig name and’ a few well-written 










Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 
Editor, VARIETY: 

We at KNXT were most inter- 
ested to real Stef’s review (Feb. 
4) of “Who Shall Not Kill?” and to 
learn of KRON-TV’s editorial stand 
against capital punishment. We 
wish to add our sincere congratula- 
tions to Tom Mullahey and the 
staff and management of KRON- 
TV responsible for this effort. 

At the same time, we were a bit 
surprised by Stef’s comment in that 
same review: “... but no tv or 
radio station has taken a stand on 
the issue—or for that matter, done 


much reporting on _  it—until 
KRON’s hour-long show came 
along.” May I call your attention 


to the Variety review of KNXT’s 
first editorial experiment, “Thou 
Shalt Not Kill” (also on the sub- 
ject of capital punishment) which 
Chan reviewed in the first or sec- 
ond issue following our program's 
Sept. 10 airing. 

I believe it is provable fact that 
KNXT’s study and editorial treat- 
ment of capital punishment re- 
mains the first of its kind, and per- 
haps one of the most effective pub- 
lic service shows ever produced by 
a local station. To quote Chan, 
“Not only was the documentary it- 
self powerful, but so was the sta- 
| tion’s editorial stand in opposi ion 

to the death penalty...” 





KNXT is immensely pleased tha, | 


|a sister television siation should 
| take up the heavy editorial cudgel 
—and particulary cn a subject 
which we feel is c! vital import- 
ance in Californizc—<:; well as in 
our nation. 

In closing we would like to say 


torial is here to stay. We are sure 
the management of KRON-TV will 
join us in affirming the construc- 
tive force of our medium when 
applied to problems of our com- 
munities. We are assuming obli- 
gations and gaining new stature in 


fulfillment. 
Austin Heywood 
(Director, Production, Informa- 
tion Services.) 


(Last week the Gene Autry-Bob 
Reynolds KMPC in L.A. also took 
an editorial stand on the issue with 
a series of editorial favoring re- 
tention of capital punishment. 
Both KNXT and KRON urged its 
abolition.—Ed.) 





‘Kangaroo’ & Hottelet 
In CBS-TV Switches 


CBS-TV is planning program 
switches involving “Captain Kan- 
garoo” and “Richard C. Hottelet 
with the News.” 

Hottelet, now aired Monday- 
through-Friday at 8:45 a.m. 
switches to 8 a.m. “Captain Kan- 
garoo” now aired at 8 a.m. moves 
te 8:15 am. Switch is designed 
to aid both programs. 

Saturday morning “Captain Kan- 
garoo” continues in present niche 
at 9:30 a.m. ; 


Geo. Burns’ Reprieve 


“George Burns Show” has won 
a temporary reprieve and is siated 
to continue until March 16. Col- 
gate wants to see if the comedy 
program can garner enough ratings 
to forestall immediate cancellation. 
Program is committed to the Tues- 
day night at 9 time period on NBC. 

Colgate has been fighting off the 
idea of putting “Californians,” the 
former Tuesday at 10 entry, into 
the time slot. “Californians” was 
recently cancelled by Singer and 
Lipton and NBC has been trying to 
reactivate the show for Colgate. 








Kansas City—Station WDAF this 
week begins installation of video 
tape equipment. It is uti!zing a 
pair of Ampex recorders for the 
process. Something over $100,000 





orga | 
| KNXT’s ‘We Wuz First’ | 


that we believe thé tclevision edi- | 
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FESTIVAL OF NEGRO MUSIC 

AND DRAMA 
With Lena Horne, others 
Producer: Norma Greenstein 
60 Mins., Mon. (2) 

WLIB, N.Y. 

For the last five years WLIB, 
N.Y., has made a practice of setting 
aside a full week as a salute to the 
“artistic achievements and cultural 
contributions” of the Negro. Tal- 
ented members of the race were 
|accoladed in a “Festival of Negro 
Music and Drama.” 


this month comprised audio 
autobiographies of Lena Horne, 
Mahalia Jackson, Marian Ander- 
son, Louis Armstrong and 
W. C. Handy, among others. Tapes 
| were recorded in privacy of home 
ler dressing room. Each day a dif- 
ferent artist told his own story in 
| suceessive segments, with a sum- 
| mary aired at 6 p.m. 

Particularly fascinating was the 
candid story of Lena Horne. The 
singer, who today has top billing 
in the Broadway “Jamaica” musi- 
eal, retraced her career from her 
stage debut in the old Cotton Club 
line, as a band vocalist, a nitery 
singer, her experiences abroad and 
in Hollywood—and finally her stint 
in “Jamaica.” 





almost straight narrative with no 
interruption save for introduction 
of an occasional Horne disk by an 
| unbilled male voice. The singer’s 
| personal chronicle appeared to be 
|an unrehearsed, off-the-cuff recol- 
| lection of memorable spots in her 
|eareer as she saw them. 

Some of Miss Horne’s recollec- 
| tions were remarkably frank and 
tremendously apropos in light of 
today’s school integration crisis in 
| the South. As for that part of the 
|country she said, “I think every 
| Negro should have an introduction 
|to the South if he wasn’t born 
there. When mother became ill we 
| lived in Miami and I learned many 
| things...” 

The Brooklyn-born singer failed 
to amplify her remarks at this 
point. However, what she had in 
;}mind was clear through later ref- 
erences to her job as a vocalist in 

1940 with an “enlightened” band- 
| leader named Charlie Barnett. “I 
toured with the band,” she said, 
“but did not go South wiih them.” 
| She also noted that “sometimes in 
}the North I wasn’t able to sing at 
| very select white girls’ schools or 
white colleges. They (the musi- 
cians) often left restaurants that 
refused to feed me .. . But it was 
a ee experience with the 





| 
} . 

\Even in Hollywood racial angles 
created a problem for Miss Horne. 
“1 found Hollywood at the begin- 
ning a lonely place,” she recalled. 
“I had no friends there, but be- 
came acquainted with writers, 
painters and creative people—we 
used to call the group the New 
York group. 

“My feeling toward white people 
(apparently based on her girlhood 
experiences) was hard and preju- 
diced.” .But she said she became 
adjusted to the situation and her 
new friends eased her loneliness. 
She also told of an incident during 
| the war when she sang at an Army 
|/eamp in the South as a member 
of a Hollywood USO troupe. She 
protested the camp's policy on 
segregated audiences. 

It goes without saying that “The 
Lena Horne Story” probably 
evoked wide interest among WLIB’s 
| large Negro audience. Her triumph 
over adversity is one of man - 
stances where the talented Negro 
|has overcome prejudice. Station's 
|““audiobiographies” are certain to 
cause any listener to pause and 
reflect. 

On the whole WLIB’s “Sixth 
Festival of Negro Music 
Drama” is a splendid example of 
what a station can do to focus 
public attention on cultural achieve- 
ments of the Negro. These taped 
“life stories,” admirably produced 
by Norma Greenstein, rate as col- 
lectors items. Excerpts -could well 
be used for a disk album on one 
or more Negro stars. Gilb. 


JOHNNIE RAY SHOW 
Director: Marlin Swing 
55 Mins., Sat., 7:05 p.m. 
PARTICIPATING 
WCBS Radio, N.Y. 

When CBS Radio eliminated a 
goodly measure of its network 
programming, its Gotham owned 
& operated station, WCBS, was 
faced with the prospect of “going 
indie.” Choice the station made 
in accomplishing this was program- 
ming fronted by various impor- 
tant names; to act as occasional 











is involved in the step. 


singers and talkers and otherwise 





Miss Horne’s comments were | 





appear as disk jockeys for the 
largely canned programming. 

In the two programs heard last 
week and this, “The Johnnie. Ray 
Show” and “Sunday in New York,” 
the network key seemed to.;have 
a hard time walking that fragije 
line between a bigtime network 
souna and modest local program- 


ming. 
Take for example, the Ray 
stanza. Granted he is a singer of 


| worth, he still did not sing often 
}enough to make his 55 minutes 
Sixth annual festival held early | Saturday (21) sufficiently interest- 





SUNDAY IN NEW YORK 

WITH PORTIA NELSON, LEE 
JORDAN 

Director: Alex Smallens 

PARTICIPATING 

WCBS Badio, N.Y. 


ing te the average listeners, and 
his conversation, leading into the 
disks, was inadequate—worse, un- 
intelligible at times. Records 
were so-so. 

In the case of the Portia Nelson, 
Lee Jordan show, the records 
here too, were just so-so. Nor did 
there seem to be any noticeable 
motif for the type of music played. 
And as for the stars, they are the 
antithesis of Ray—successfully 
conversational and not so success- 
fully musical (in what little that 
was musical they did). Art. 


RKAB 


says Joseph Dougherty, Sales Manager 


WJZ-TV 


BALTIMORE 








The latest Pulse in Baltimore 
sounds a triumphant beat, beat, 
beat for WJZ-TV. Out of the six 
top-rated films four of them (includ- 
ing the top two) were United Artist 
Features telecast by WJZ-TV. As 
WJZ-TV’s Sales Manager puts it: 


“This remarkable record 
bears out our pastexperience 
with UA Features. We can 
always count on them for top 
ratings against competition,” 


The high scoring UA Pictures 
were: SHIELD FOR MURDER, RAIDERS 
OF THE SEVEN SEAS, CROSSED 
SWORDS, IROQUOIS TRAIL. They ran 
November 5-12, 1958 from 6:00 to 
7:20 p.m. These features, all from 
United Artists “52 Award Group,” 
captured an average of 56% of the 
audience in a 8 station market. A 
good buy for WJZ-TV...a good buy 
for you, too! 


U.€1.c. 


NEW YORK, 345 Madison Ave., MUrray Hill 6-2323 
CHICAGO, 75 E. Wacker Dr., DEarborn 2-2030 
DALLAS, 151} Bryan St, Riverside 7-8553 

LOS ANGELES, 9110 Sunset Bivd., CRestview 6-588 





BRADIO-TELEVISION 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, February 25, 1959 








Chi’s Equal Time Hassle 


———————s Continued from page 27 





Daly's right by a vote of 4-3. Like- radio stations. All got stuck for 


wise he was awarded a free half-| equal time by Benticy. 


hour on WBBM-TV last -week to 
match the incumbent’s public serv- 
ice feature, “Progress Report on 
Chicago.” 


i ffect of this is to litician. On his WBBM-TV tele- | 
a esaeeainen cast last Wednesday (18) he brought | 


make broadcasters chary in elec- 





, Sam 


Daly, by the way, puts on quite 
a show when he goes on the air. 
Decked in his trademark Uncle 
suit, striped and profusely 
starred, he cuts a bizarre figure of 


tion times of what news they will|on his three moppets to sing a— 


use. This is a form of news censor | hymn and laid heavy on religious 
ship. eee. He ges eta = 

Throughout the t week, Chi-, up the town” on a orm tha 
he Station heads did little else | advocated legalized gambling; « 
but ponder the Lar Daly problem, | larger police force with higher pay; 
particularly as to fitting him into Sen. Goldwater for President; own- 
the schedules. Complicating things ership of individual homes as op- 
further, since Daly is running as‘ posed to urban renewal programs; 
nominee for mayor en both the and equal time for political candi- 


Democratic and Republican ballots, ' dates. 


his Republican opponent, Ti 
P. Sheehan, suddenly qualified too 
for equal time in ail cases— and 
received it. Were Daly not running 
on both tickets, Sheehan would 
have been ineligible for equal time 
with Mayor Dailey since each pri- 
mary is construed by the PCC Pub- 
lic Primer as a separate election. 
Comical Aspects 

-If it were not so serious in its 
ramifications, the mayhem that 
Daly wrought the past two weeks 
would have been downright comi- 


cal. Here are some of the develop-_ 
{and their two week stints on this 


menis: 

(1) WGN-TV, which had been 
looking torward to telecasting the 
annuai St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
as it has done several times in tne 
past cancelled it quietly this year 
because Mayor Daley would be 
marching ‘n it. Although the 
parade occurs after the primaries, 
on March 17, it precedes the actual 
city elections; and though Lar Daly 
hardly figures to win the nomina- 
tion in the primaries, he will un- 
doubtedly run in April mayoral as 
a write-'n candidate for the Amer- 
ica First party. No question that he 
wor'd wa © erral time. 

(2} WNBQ sent out a newsfilm 
crew to photograph Lar Daly as 
his payoff in time for the clips of 
Mayor Daley, This: was slotted on 
three shows, giving Daly more 
time than the incumbent and 
thereby allowing for some new 
footage of the mayor. Sheehan, of 
course, also got in on the extras. 

(3) WBKB gave Daly equal time 
Sunday night (22) on Norm Ross’ 
“VIP” show, on which Mayor Daley 
had recently been interviewed. 
Ross, by way of protest at being 
forced to bring on an interviewee 
he did not want, stepped out of 
the show for the evening and let 
Daly go on solo. Station approvec 
of Ross’ move, although it lost 
sponsor money for the evening. 

(4) A Democratic candidate for 
City Clerk, Lemuel Bentley, got 
into the act recalling that the in- 
cumbent on his ticket, John Mar- 
cin, made a 30-second public serv- 
ice spot last December anent city 
vehicle licenses. WBKB had run 
the spot a number of times at a 
public service, es did a number of 





y | 








Ray aasey 











Paar, Garroway 
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pany will offer U. S. tv background 
fooiage, news events, etc. 
Bendick, producer of “Today,” 
fee!s that this system will give new 
breadth and color to U.S. pro- 
grams. Cotfor programs can also 
be done in this way. Both Garro- 
way and Paar will tape some ad- 
vance shows before coming here, 








side will entail no break in their 
show skeds. 

Garroway and Paar will con- 
centrate on cultural and show as- 
pects with the former also going 
in for politcal slanis. Paris was 
picked as the first spot for this 
type of moving video entry due 
te its color and general U.S. inter- 
est. It is expected this might be- 
gin to bring many live shows over 
for on-the-spot shows as weil as 
perk up overseas filmed series. 

Iniercontinental is run by Dave 
Town, Don Cash and Hugo Seiler. 
Though NBC is first to utilize their 
facilities, they will be used by all 
networks. Coming up soon for 
Continental programming are 
Steve Allen and Bob Hope. 
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lentless flow from radio and tv.) 








ways. The problem is that it seems 
to be trying everything. 

The show's most outstanding 
video feature, but mostly because 
it is an expensive thing to do, is 


its attempt to “show” the day's | 


weathet outdvors by means of 4 
panning camera which locates on 
top of a 40-story Loop building. 
This, however, stops being interest- 
ling before the first record ends. 
| The video for other records divides 
| itself between studio studies, old 
| pictures and artifacts,.or film clips 
rom old one-ceel comedies: The 
last may hold the solution to the 
problem, for it’s the only element 
to the cathode tube when the rest 





Britain’s TY Quiz 


Continued from page 22 








cause he regarded the job asa 
“public duty”—made two recom- 
mendations on the operation of 
quiz programs. These were, that 
“clearly defined rules and condi- 
tions shall be laid down in advance 
by the producer and approved by 
Granada as to the conduct of the 
competition,” such rules to be 
brought to the notice of every po- 
tential competitor and strictly en- 
forced; and that there shouldn’t 





is AM radio all over again. 

| Ray Rayner, an amiable and 
witty tv personality, tries 
with prepared jokes and one-liners, | 
which is deadly when there’s no/| 
one in the studio to laugh at them. 
His attitude on this show also 
seems to be defeatist. He behaves 
as though no-one is watching, 
| which, even if true, makes for de- 
|nressing television early in the 
morning. Les. 


French TV Decree 
Has Far-Reaching, 


Heartening Vista 


| 

| 

Paris, Feb, 24. 
The d‘ctatorial decree powers of 

General De Gaulle’s government 

came to an end last week and 300 

decrees were passed in the interim. 

One of them turned the govern- 








mental tv and radio control unit, ! 


Radiodiffusion - Television ‘Fran- 
caise, into an independent indus- 
try with nationalized aspects. This 
could have far reaching ramifica- 
tions 

This means that RTF employees 
{can now get raises without having 
to hike all civil servants. 
probably do away with the vari- 
ous wage strikes that afflicted the 
RTF, plus allowing for the hiring 


be any communication between 
producer and competitor except 
with Granada’s full knowledge and 


consent and in the presence of a | 


responsible officer of the company. 

Granada’s reaction was swift and 
to the point: “Sir Lionel’s proposals 
will be implemented.” And it 
made public a six-point ruling to 
| employees that restated the way tv 
| quiz shows must be conducted. 

“Twenty-One,” by he way, is no 
longer on the air. Last skedded 
show went out as planned on 
Dec. 23. It won't return. 


| Susskind | 


\—umms Continued from page 23 








= 
its divisions to carry the stanzas. | 
| Once a decision has been made, | 
|a network will be chosen. There | 
| will be four 90-minute and four} 
60-minute stanzas, ranging in con- | 
tent .from variety and thematic 
| “reviews” to dramas, with Carney | 
| an integral part of each program's | 
makeup. | 
‘Carney-starrers, dreamed up by | 
| TA; put the onetime Jackie Glea- | 
| son supporter clearly into a top! 
banana spot of his own for the! 
first time. Emergence of the co- 
| median-dramatic actor in a vid- 
series of his own follows a series 
|of one-shots by him in the last | 


It wil] | Couple of years, which have pulled | work 


}top ratings. For instance, he| 
| pulled one of the sleepers of the | 
| Season recently on ABC, when in| 


54,000 ‘BLACK’ SETS 
IN FRANKFURT AREA 


Frankfurt, Feb. 24. 

About 54,000 radio and television 
listeners in the Frankfurt area 
were “black” listeners during 1958. 

Under government rules, every 
radio set owner pays a monthly 
fee of two marks (48 cents) and 
every tv set owner pays five marks 
($1.20) to the federal post office 
to help support the state-controlled 
radio and tv outlets. 

But 37,424 radio set owners and 
17,990 tv set owners neglected to 
pay the monthly fee during the 
year. ° 

Number of avoiders, incidentally, 
shows a corresponding rise with 
Germany's tv audience. During 
1957, about the same number of 
radio listeners—37,138—and only 
about half as many tv owners, 10,- 
331, dodged the monthly fee. 








Few Fresh Features 


=e Continued from page 35 =e 


had been introed in the market 
last year. But only 30 stataions 
have bought the library date and 
they remain fresh to many areas 
around the country). 

The only remaining large pool 
of pix remaining in the Hollywood 
pre-'48 well is the Samuel Gold- 
wyn group. Goldwyn is seeking 
some stiff terms and to date, there 
are no takers. 

What are the prospects of the 
pre-’48 ceiling being lifted? The 
educated guess is that won't hap- 
pen until 61. Motion picture com- 
panies currently are receiving mil- 
lions of dollars yearly for their 
licensing of old pix to tv. Those 
revenues will begin drying up in 
61. At that time, it’s forecast that 
the film companies will sit down 
with the Hollywood euilds and 
out a formula governing the 
talent guilds share tn the monies 
earned from the distribution of pix 
to tv. The prediction is that the 








of more talented show people now|@ Sunday 5-6 p.m. slot opposite | cejling will be pushed forward five 


that derent salaries could be paid. 

On a governmental administra- 
| tive level, the second commercially 
| slanted channel, to bolster the one 
| web in existence, may be in sight 
| sooner than thought possible here- 
tofore. The RTF is now under the 
Ministry of Information and may |} 
get more financial backing to un-| 


One of the students pointed out) derline the program of instilling | 


this “relentless flow” could be 
blamed on adults. To Levenson’s 
statement that part of the trouble 
was that youngsters today had no 
philosophy, a glib panel member 
wondered how many adults have 
such a philosophy. 

Independence Hall made an im- 


ressive setting for the forum. | 


alter Cronkite was the expert 
and unobtrusive moderator. It all 
added up to an informative hour 
of public service-at its best. 

A Gagh. 


RAYNER SHINE 

With Ray Rayner, others 
Producer: George Ramsby 
Direc Dick Ortner - 

7 a.m. 
WBBM-TV, Chicago 


It seems to be a fact that radio 


has many listeners in the early 


morning while tv has hardly any. 


Attempts have made many 
times in the dawning hours to woo 
away the AM audience with video 


French prestige at home and 
abroad, via Eurovision. 

With the film industry under the 
Ministry of Cultural Affairs, there 
might be further friction between 
| films and tv as pie people begin to 
| feel that video is a burgeoning men- 
| ace to the already sorely taxed mo- 
tion picture outlook. Future moves 
| by the RTF are now being watched 
| and the cry is up again, by filmites, 
| to establish a modus vivendi with 
tv before it is too late. 


| WABC-TV on Prowl 
| For Hecht Successor; 








With Ben Hecht’s latenight strip 
of live chats booted by the ABC 
Gotham o&o a couple of weeks 
back, WABC-TV is_ currently 


Upgrade Horror Host 


|two strong shows on NBC and| 
|CBS, he virtually doubled the| 
| Trendex of his nearest competitor. | 
| Vehicle was “Art Carney Meets | 
| Peter & Wolf.” When he did 
| “Harvey,” the rating_was close to} 
30, and as the former Lord Mayor | 
|of Dublin Robert Briscoe, he | 
garnered for “Playhouse 90” one | 
of the CBS-TV show’s alltime high | 
rating returns. 





| NBC-TV Specials 


“Frances Langford Presents” ‘Rex- 
all); Thursday, March 19, “Dean 
| Martin Show” (Timex); Sunday, 
| March 22, “Unchained Goddess,” 
story of weather forecasting (Amer- 
| ican Tel and Tel); Monday, March 
| 23, “Green Pastures,” repeat with 
| original tv cast ((Hallmark); Tues- 
|}day, March 24, “Pontiac Star 
| Parade” with Perry Como (Pon- 
| tiac) and two aforementioned Mary 
| Martin productions. 

Beyond its “uncommons” in third 
month of the new year, web is san- 
| guine about its eight other pro- 

grams of special interest during 
March which include “Wisdom” 
serie? (powwows with James B. 
| Conant, Eleanor Roosevelt, Robert 








Continued from page 22 


formats that are optionally visual 
and~ provide the same time-news- 
weather services as radio, and this 


IDEA WORK ..SCRIPTWRITING 


CREATIVE CRAFTSMANSHIP |WBBM-TV entry appears tobe 


strictly trial and. error way. 


MGT: DELL PETERS Essentially it is a disk jockey 


WBBM-TV entry appears to be) 


searching out another live video | Moses.and Dr. Karl Menninger, on 
|cross-the-board replacement. The | successiye Sundays); Chet Huntley's 
|new stanza will take over the 11-| looksee at changes in Communism 
11:30 p.m. hole, and apparently the | in Outer Monoglia and March 22 
station, though it will “explore con- | NBC-TV “Kaleidoscope” of the hot 
troversy,” is not going to make | wiré-tapping issue. 

controversy the core of the new) 





years, opening up a new pool of 
Hollywood pix for tv. Currently, 
the cut-off date is August, 48, with 


}the talent guilds demanding re- 


sidual rights on pictures made after 
that date. 

The predictions of the lifting of 
the post-’48 ceiling isn’t blue-sky 
talk. Two major motion picture 
companies already have held talks 
with tv distributors on potential 
revenues of post-'48 pix. Their of- 
ficial stand to exhibitors may be 
“hold the line at 49,” but privately 


| they’re exploring the possibilities 


of stretching that line. - 


WMPS’ M of D Barrage 


Memphis, Feb. 24. 

WMPS, full time indie here, 
scored with its program sked in 
hypoing the 1959 “March of 
Dimes,” by netting more than 
$1,500 with an allout deejay bar- 
rage cross-the-board 
SS RS RU a RE 
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show, which is hardly an improve- 


ment on radio. To justify televi-. 


to feed the eye 
in a variety of 


sion, it attem 
during reco 
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show, according to the station. 
Instead, Joe Stamler, the WABC- 
TV veepee-in-charge, is talking 
now with the various repperies for 
|a personality to front either a live 
| variety show or a program (also 
| live) which will “combine inter- 
| views with variety.” 
| Station hopes to get the like- 
| Hecht-but-not-like-Hecht replace- 
|ment on the air within the next 
|four to eight weeks. Meantime, 
WABC is going to increase the 
prominence of Zacharley’s position 
in the post-live show periods. Zach- 
arley is the live host of the other- 
wise filmed “Shock Theatre.” Sta- 
tion has 72 “Shock” pix, most of 
which it has run since the late- 
night horror features took the air 
in Oetober of 57. 





Hartford—Jack Fox has been 


local tv sales manager of WNBC- 
TV, NBC o&o U here, 





upped from sales staff to post of 


Washington—Federal Communi- 
| cations Commission has tentatively 
| decided to deny a petition by An- 
thony Wayne Television Corp. to 
reopen the Toledo tv Channel 11 
contest. Channel was awarded to 
Community Broadcasting Co. last 
July 23. Applications by Toledo 
Blade Co., Unity Corp., Citizens 
' Broadcasting Co., Maumee Valley 











NEED AN EXPERT? 
International man, 12 years exp, eli 
phases TV- Film-Radio production and 
sales, 32, B.A., fivent Spanish, French, 
Portuguese, Specialist Evropean and 
Latin-American markets. Seek 





Broadcast Co., Great Lakes Broad- 
denied. 
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cast Co. and Anthony Wayne — 





WESTCHESTER — CONNECTICUT 
FOR YOUR MOST DRAMATIC "ON CAMERA” 
and OTHER IMPORTANT APPEARANCES 


A Barbera Original 


ing with Fo Div. independent 
TV-Film P: jon Co. or related— 

. te x 42-59. 
VARIETY, 154 W. 46th St. N.Y. 36. 
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FCC-Inspired Seminar Urged To 
Spell (ut Performance Criteria 


Washington, Feb. 24. + ———— 
Federal Communications Bar 6 * 
Assn. wants FCC to spell ou: stand- Mass With Class 
ards of performance so broadcast-|.———_ Continued from page 27 Ses 
ers can shape their programming | rej, he said, was with producers, 
with some assurance of holding| network or indie, who accept that 
onto their licenses, standard as the “be-all. and end-all” 











ert E. Sherwood Award for “ 
in the City” on “Climax” in 1957, 
on the April * 


— Ra Be Paradise.’ Ls 
e ,000°they won as a 
sult of the sabrwoed award was 
tax free; $10,000 is more than most 
tv writers A eeeters net in a 
year of regu ork. 


. 
@ 
eT) 





Assn., made up of of achievement. He’ cited as tv's | . 

peers, the aristocrats, the jealous 

custodians of qualitative program- 

ming “such outstanding talents as : ; 

Fred Coe, Herbert Brodkin, John F In 


attorneys 
practicing before FCC, said the 
time is ripe for such a move now 
that a proposed new application 
and renewal form for soliciting 
more program information is un- 
der consideration. 

“Basic defect” of the new form, 
Assn. contended, is that it leaves 
broadcast licensees and applicants 


Frankenheimer, Gordon Duff, Rod 
Serling, Reginald Rose, George 
Schaefer, Bob Mulligan and some 
others whose names are familiar to 
all of us who are convinced that 





in the dark as to how the program | tv’s programming lies not in mass 
data is to be evaluated. A frame-| but most particularly in mass with 
work is needed “within whieh a }j- | class. 
cense can plan its programming | Standards in tv would be lifted, 
to best serve the publie interest | he observed, if those in charge were 
and effectively compete and still | “to drive out the dime-a-dozen boys, 
have a reasonable assurance of its the belt-line imitators, the hacks 
license.” \for whom pretty geod is geod 

In its comments on the proposal, | enough.” He singled out Jack Cun- 
Assn. asked FCC to convene a sem-| ningham and.,Bart Cummings, 
inar at which all interested parties | among the advertising leaders, as 


‘could sit down and “openly dis- | aware of tv's ability to communicate. 





D.C. Dixie Debate 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

The networks came in for both 
criticism *arid praise in Dixie de- 
bate in the House for their treat- 
ment of the touchy race question. 
- Chief .qritic’ was Rep. John Bell 
Williams (D-Miss.) who criticized 
NBC far-devoting “several hours of 


| 


cuss” basic performance criteria 
ard other problems raised by the 
new form. 

The bar group had a number of 
objections to the specifies of the 
proposed form: For one thing, it 
said, no adequate distinction is 
made between network and inde- 
rendent operation and small or 





| Lewine’s speeeh, read by Court- ! time on, the Dave: Garroway”” show 

jmey,” con the notion that'i, ‘present “Violence in Little 

all network planning must be po” and not giving equal time 

made with the total audience 14 the raee riets in Brooklyn. 

in mind and “it = ar aa, mn wns Gly. alter. protests 
ement mus under- | : 

peed noy the total audience.” TV, | 28ainst such one-sided presenta- 


‘Al's Not Well In RTDG Ranks 
Despite Ratification of New Pact 





Boos Bras on TV. 


Boston, Feb. 24. 

Bras and girdles on tv were 
clobbered as undermining the 
moral foundations of society 
at a state house hearing here 
Thursday (19), 

The foundation garment 
commercials were whammed 
by Sen. C. Eugene Farnum, 
Medford Republican, before 
the legislative committee on 
mercantile affairs, 

“It’s terrible,” he said, “to 
flick ona tv set at home and 
have women's undergraments 
flaunted in your face and hear 
talk about curvier cups and 
smoother separation. He add- 
ed that youngsters view the 
unmentionables, and the only 
thing they can change is the 
channel. 





Producers Guild 
Adopts Bylaws 


Hellywood, Feb. 24. 
Newly-created Television Pro- 





; “ i tions of the news that NBC finally 
ty a a ern — devoted about five minutes to the | 
erns, action and crime) the forms, | subject of racial unrest — ea 
locales and action patterns dictated | lence in eee, pr. ved 
by the publie’s love of adventure | charged during e 
and their interest in the outcome | week. | 
of a dilemma.” In order to achieve| Williams also jumped on CBS 


ducers Guild Inc. unanimously 
adopted a set of bylaws in its first 
general membership meeting last 
week. Guild was also informed by 


TPG prexy Ben Brady that its im- | 








operation of clients and agencies, 
Lewine said. 

“None of us can put his head in 
the sand about this matter of qual- 
ity,” Lewine said. “if the entire 
tv industry ... is seriously inter- 























According to a report filed with 
the Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission, Mutual was shown to have 
sustained a loss of $790,088 for the 
period January-July ’53. 


single-station market versus large 
and multiple station market op- 
eration. 
Gale Storm Buy 
=—_Es COntinued from page 25 Qe 
in the success of the project was 
ITC’s. recognition of ABC-TV’s 
needs and moving quickly to fill it. 
ABC-TV’s “Operation ayn 
has been experiencing ra u- > 
ble and Young & Rubicam, the | come obsessed with the rating pie- 
agency whose clients are heavily'ture. Rating is not necessarily 
involved in “Operation Daybreak,” | any indication of quality. 
called upon the web to deliver | Moore thought there was room 
what it considered a strong film | for improvement in the areas of in- 
show for stripping in the hope of | formation and orientation. 
bueying ratings. | 
At CBS-TV, the yome a yo st 
“Gale Storm” was clouded. e Max acior 
pulled eut and Lever <a! canes F 
spenser, was not commit es” 
present season. Lever Bros. okayed | —— Continued fre nee 2 as 
the dropping of the show and'‘y.p. of Mutual, representing the 
signed for “The Blue Men,” in-| web, and attorney Ralph Lazarus, 
stead. | negotiating for the =. te 
That opened the way for the| Beth sides reportedly were taking 
ABC-TV moveover. Show, featur-|}# hard look at the web's profit and 
ing ZaSu Pitts and Roy Roberts, | less statement. 
will begin its Monday through Fri- | MBS, since its acquisition by the 
day daytime run on the web Jacobs interests last September, 
April 13. has been running in the red. Un- 
— derstood that Max Factor is one 
of four parties which have held 
Albany—Gov. Nelsen A, Rocke-| preliminary talks for a buyout of 
feller will be the keynote speaker | the web. Reportedly, need for fresh 
at the Albany second annual legis. capital and the desire to retrench 
lative dinner of the N.Y. State |i, behind Roach’s move to sell the 
Broadcasters Btarch 3. : Kew York oe ae See not be reached 
enators Jaco avits an en- = 
neth B. Keating also have been| Jacobs interests acquired the 
invited to share the dais. web from the Armand Hammer 
group, in a complicated deal invelv- 
ing cash, Scranton stock anc notes. 
The Hammer group held the web 
JOHNNY JOuN tous for a short time. It bought out 
RKO Teleradio, which owned MBS, 
Charcoal Foeme | |i2 Avsust, '57 for about $600,000. 
RKO Teleradio, via its acquisition 
Luncheom served Noon to 3 P.M. of shareholder stations in what had 
Mondey thru Fridey been a cooperatively-owned énter- 
COCKTAHS—DINNER—SUPPER 
848 Second Avenue et 45th Street 
Member all cherge clubs 
MU 4-7250—Open 7 deys 
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prise, got control of the web in ’51. | 


| ‘members ef the legitimate and 
| honorable Citizens Councils of the 
| South or pro-segretation group.” 

|! Williams noted that the 
|NAACP’s annual report “claims 
\eredit for assisting and acting in 


| duction. of CBS’ race relations 
programs.” 

. Williams is also worried because, 
he claims, Negroes are not used on 
the “Dragnet” show when, he 
pointed out, “they are responsible 


“This is discrimination,” he said 
tongue-in-cheek. 


for the networks. NBC was praised 
by Rep. Mendel Rivers (D-S.C.) for 
the Chet-Hurtley show on the race 
story. 

“Mr, Huntiey’s own views are 

not those of the South but he has 
been fair enough to let the South 
| have its say,” Rivers said, “and it 
| is a credit to Mr. Huntley and 
NBC.” 
Rivers referred to .he presenta- 
|tion of the southern side by 
| Thomas R. Waring, editor of the 
| Charleston News and Courier. 

Williams told Variety that he 
did not hear the Huntley show “but 
all my reports were that it was 
very fair.” 

However, he made it plain that 
he finds little to praise in network 
treatment. He said the networks 
are guilty of “continual editorial- 
ization.” 

“Take ‘Rifleman,’ for instance,” 
he said, “the villains are a!ways 
against the Indian and the heroes 
are for him.” 

Williams said “there seems to be 
\a tendency to portray the South- 
erner as a backwoodsman who goes 
completely on prejudice.” 








| Asked what his formula would | 


be, he said, “When the issue of de- 
segregation is presented, I think 
if the NAACP is called in, the op- 
posite side would be consulted, too, 
to give the Southern point of view.” 

Asked if there isn’t more than 
one Southern point of view, Wil- 
liams replied emphatically: “No.” 


. . , . 

Kirk Logie’s Chi Berth 

- Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Kirk Logie, former NBC-TV net- 
work program manager in Chi who 
later switched to NBC Interna- 
tional when that department was 
disbanded, has signed on with 
Teleprompter as head of the Chi- 
cago branch. His official title is 
sales manager for central division, 
scoping Teleprompter’s entire line. 
Teleprompter is expanding its 
ssles operation in the midwest 





major industry receptive to 
circuit tv. An appointment similar 
to Logie’s is imminent in Detroit. 





But the day was not totally lost | 


where there is a concentration of 
closed’ 


the quality “we know is possible | for failure to include on its advis-| mediate objectives would be nego- 
in tv" it mnt be done with the co- ory committees on race programs|t‘ations in the area of screen 


credits and “substantial research” 
| tewards framing of collective bar- 
| gaining demands. 

| Harry Ackerman, Screen Gems 
|¥.ps and prexy of the Hollywood 
| branch of the Academy of Televi- 


ested in quality we should not be-|an advisory capacity in the pro-| sion Arts & Science, promised the 


more than 100 producers at the 
| meeting impreved status in Emmy 
| ceremonies. Recipient of the Emmy 
| for a winning series wil] be the 
| producer on all future telecasts, 
| Ackerman said. If preducer wishes 
| to allow the star to join him in ac- 
|cepting the award, he may do so, 








=a Continued from page 244 Saaaee 


angles and other wrinkles, but that 
essentially was the story. 

* charles Drake, who hosts the 
series, played the American ex- 
G.I. competently. He also appears 
in a number of other episodes. The 
quality of the production was good 
and the English-Italian readily 
understandable. Other episodes in- 
clude adaptations of works by 
Stephen Vincent Benet, Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Reginald Rose 
and Roald Dahli. Featured stars in- 
clude Laraine Day, Bert Lahr, Kim 
Hunter, Keenan Wynn, David 
Wayne and Arthur Kennedy. 
Series definitely departs from 
the simple action-adventure syndi- 
cation rut, even on the basis of the 
initialer. It surely bears further 
watching. Horo. 











| Still available 


| 











| but the producer will keep the 
Emmy. 


Syndication Review — 





CANNONBALL 


in some key markets 


Wire now for 
your choice 


488 MADISON AVENUE * NEW YORK 22 * PLAZA 5-2100 


—¢ Although at least four-fifths. of 


the 900-man membership has, rati- 
fied the new two-year contract. with 
the radio and tv networks, it ap- 
pears that the Radio & Television 
Directors Guild is in for a tumultu- 
ous future. Signs of dissatisfaction 
have welled up on the Coast, among 
the RTDG Hollywood branch's 220 
members, and there. is no sign— 
}even though they came back into 
the fold— that the 47 men and 
|women at ABC (not including tv 
| directors) are any happier with the 
| union situation teday than they 
were a few months ago when they 
| threatened to defect. 

Many Coast members of the 
| uinon—as was indicated a few 
| weeks back by the body’s tardy ap- 

oval of the contract that had just 
een negotiated with management 

—feel that the outcome of the 
dickers provides them with far 





less than they anticipated. 


| Since the blame for the alleg- 
| edly weak pact ‘which has not yet 
| been signed because the union and 
| the networks are still “working on 
language,” indicating that only 
|minor conflicts remain with man- 
agement) was laid to RTDG’s in- 
herent inability to show sufficient 
| bargaining strength, some ef the 
members continue to feel about 
for affiliation with another show 
| biz unien or, at the very least, for 
|a change in the structure of their 
| own body. 
| . There is still some interest being 
| shown in an organic tieup with the 
National Assn. of Broadcast Em- 
| ployees & Technicians, but a sam- 
| pling of RTDG feels that the 
NABET tieup would not especially 
| benefit CBS directors, associate 
| members and stage managers, be- 
cause CBS’ technical coniraet is 
| with the International Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers, not with 
NABET. The NABET integration 
| would give the direttors presumed 
strength in any future dickers with 
| ABC and NBC, both N&BET shops. 
| RTDG's N.Y. shop late last week 
said that it was “not aware of any 
| difficulty” within the union at 
| present Nonetheless, the word is 
| cireblating in unofficial quarters 
that some “major steps” will be 
_ taken before the next comtract is 
| due for dickering “to inject some 
| blood in the union’s veins.” 
| Faint overtures have been made 
| by some of RTDG’s Coasters for 
an affiliation with. the’ powerful 
Screen Directors Guild, but report 
has it that the latter is not in- 
terested in any mating with radio- 
tv directors. 


Kurt Kasznar Gets Nod 
_ For Nero Wolfe Series 


Kurt Kasznar signed to play title 
role in CBS-TV’'s recently-acquired 
Nero Wolfe stories. 

Production of filmed series is 
slated to get under way within 
month or two. Gordon Duff will 
— and Tom Donovan will 
irect 


Web is said to be high on this 
one and apparently is pointing to 
reception accorded its “Perry Ma- 
son” series in setting up this one. 
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Polly Bergen (Columbia): 
FEEL SORRY FOR THE BOY” 
(Stratford*), from the upeoming 
legit musical, “First Impressions,” 
is a neat rhythm item brightly de- 
livered by this songstress. 
change-of-pace fare. “HE'D 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 
“I;“WHEN LOVE HAPPENS TO 


Johnny 
Good | “BYE-BYE 
IDN’T iFisher*) is a charming folk-flavored 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 





YOU” (Rox*) is a_ well-written 
straight ballad handled with re- 
straint. 
Desmond (Columbia): 
BARBARA” (Fred 





Best Bets 


NEIL SEDAKA..........+++- 
(RCA Victor) «2.0. ccaeccecses 


Svs ie wee ode Ae 
....+..-+Meon of Gold 


Neil Sedaka’s “I Go Ape” (Aldont) 2 frantically rhythmic rocking 
entry with a@ lyric to match, is due to spur this young singer’s con- 


tinuing climb in the hit lists. 


“Moon of Gold” (Aldont) is in a 


more melodic groove we a lighter beat. 
THE PLAYMATES ...............-THE THING-A-MA-JIG 


Qa rt vee > PCOS 


... Star Love 


eevee 


The Playmates’ “Thing-a-Ma-Jig” (Planetary*) is a very clever 
entry with which this combo should mop up with the kids. “Star 
Love (Famous*) is a nifty ballad, also with good potential. 

* * “ 


EDDIE CALVERT.......... 


-ONLY LOVE ME 


(ABC-Par) ... .Let The Great Big World Keep Turning 
Eddie Calvert’s “Only Love Me” (Leeds*), adapted from an 
Italian tune, is a catching instrumental that could duplicate this 


trumpeter’s click on “Oh Mein Papa” a few years ago. 


Great Big World Keep Turning” 
ballad with a choral ensemble. 
. 


“Let the 
(Pickwick*) is another pleasing 


* * 
HARRY SIMEONE CHORALE. .THE BEAT OF MY HEART 


(20th Fox)........ Sao ay 


....In The Valley Of Love 


Harry Simeone Chorale’s “The Beat of My Heart” (Bourne*), 


an excellent workout of the oldie, 
this group’s “Little Drummer Boy” click. 


should gain from the impetus of 
“In the Valley of Love” 


(Robbins*), from the “The Sheriff ef Fractured Jaw” pic, is a 
pleasant ballad, with a light oater flavor, which this outfit handles 


smoothly. a 
* * * 
ART LURE. -433 os . . THE TENNESSEE VOLUNTEER 
(Coral) ..... . .My Girl Is Just Enough Woman For Me 


Art Lund’s “The Tennessee Volunteer” (Drake-LeBillt), a rous- 


ing marching tune with a good 
vigorous rendition. 


lyric, could step out big via this 
“My Cirl Is Just Enough Weman for Me” 


(Chappell*), from the “Redhead” score, is the type of straight 
ballad which has had tough sledding in the current market. 
* x os 


CHRIS BARBER’S JAZZ BAND............. HUSH-A-BYE 
(Atlaggie) 6. oes foc eceessees You Don’t Understand 


Chris Barber Band’s “Hush-a-Bye” (Hollis*), a moody instru- 
mental followup to this combo’s “Le Petit Fleur” hit, should grab 


; 
ES = 
LAWRENCE WELK 
First DOT RECORD Releases 
“MR. MUSIC MAKER” 
Dot L.P. Album No. 3164 
Two E.P.’s—Nos. 1079-1080 
(Also Available in Stereo) 





“PIZZA BOY, U.S.A.” (Romancet) 
is a clever novelty entry which Lou 
Monte socks across colorfully. 
“THE ITALIAN COWBOY SONG” 
(Romancet) is an amusing Italian 
lyric version of “I'll Be Comin’ 
Around The Mountain,” done in 
Monte’s usual exuberant manner. 
| Marv Johnson (United Artists): 
|“COME TO ME” (Jobete), a solid 
rocking ballad, makes a promising 
side for this young singer whose 
| voice and style fit right into the 
current wax sweepstakes. 

|PER” (Jobete-Medlin) 
| effective slow-tempoed item. 

| The Four Coins (Epic): “ANGEL 
| OF LOVE” (Broadway*) is a con- 
|ventionally cut rocking ballad 
| belted with the familiar harmonies 
by this combo. “WHO ARE YOU” 
(Rush*) registers as-a fresher juve- 
| angled item. 

| Joe Reisman Orch (Roulette): 
|“SPANISH MARCHING SONG” 
| (Patriciat), a tiptop marching in- 
|strumental, is based on a tradi- 
|tional melody reportedly used by 
ithe Fidel Castro forces in Cuba. 
|“THE FRENC CADETS” (Pa- 
tricia+) is a pleasant entry adapted 
from a familiar French folk tune. 
| Jimmy MecCracklin (Mercury): 
|\“THE WOBBLE” (Actualt) is a 
| frantic-sounding rhythm number 





plenty of jock and juke spins. “You Don’t Understand” (Pick- | with a rocking dance peg which 
wick*) is a traditional-type swinging dixieland number. lthe kids may go for. “WITH 
if * * | YOUR LOVE” (Gold?) is a stand- 

MARILYN MONROE....... I WANNA BE LOVED BY YOU | ard-cut blues baliad. 


(United Artists)....... Sal 


..-I’'m Through With Love 


Marilyn Monroe’s “I Wanna Be Loved by You” (Harms*), from 
the soundtrack of the “Some Like It Hot” pic, is a charming take- 
off on the boop-boop-de-boop vocal style of the 1920s which the 


current young 


generation couid rediscover via the film. 


“T'm 


through With Love” (Robbins*), from the same film, is a straight, 


but less effective, rendition of the standard. 














CALL” (K.A.M.?) is a heavy ballad 
with doubtful chances. 

Ethel Smith (Decca): “THE 
SPANISH MARCHING SONG” 
(Ethel Smith*), adapted from a 
traditional melody, gets a flashy 
organ workout which will share in 
the spins on this number. “RICO 
VACILON” (Ethel Smith*) is a 
catching entry in a south-of-the- 
border groove. 

Linda Lee (Josie): “TILL 
WALTZ AGAIN WITH YC')’ (Vil- 
laget), the hit of a £: 7 years ago, 
comes back in a cute version by 
this high-pitched songstress who 
reminds of the original Teresa 
Brewer click. “TOO SMALL TO 
FALL” (Sepe*) is a routine num- 
ber with an over-exploited juve 


lyric: 
Steve Lawrence (ABC - Para- 
mount): “ONLY LOVE ME” 


(Leeds*) turns up in an excellent 
vocal slice which will give this 
Italian melody added impetus. 
“LOVING IS A WAY OF LIVING” 
(Famous*) is a fresh sounding bal- 
lad. in a nifty arrangement. 

Guy Lombardo Orch (Capitol): 
“LA VALSE JOLIE” (Leeds*), a 
lilting waltz, gets a highly listen- 
able workout with a piano lead. 
“SILVER DOLLAR” (Hampshire- 
Rialto*), part of Lombardo’s stand- 
ard repertory, is vocalled easily 
by the band’s trio. 

Joe & Eddie (Capitol): “THE 
FOX” (Beachwood?), adapted from 
a folk tune, is done by this duo in 
an over-tricky style that obscures 
the meaning. “THE LONESOME 
ROAD” (Paramount*), the oldie, 
also gets an offbeat arrangement 
that’s somewhat too far out for the 
material. 

Eileen Barton (MGM): “IF I 
KNEW YOU WERE COMIN’ 
I'D'VE BAKED A CAKE” (Rob- 
ert*) is another good try by this 
label to revive recent hits by 
. Teprising them with the same art- 
ists. Eileen Barton again works 
in catching style backed by chorus 
and orch with a good beat. 


“GOODBYE, MY LOVE, GOOD- 

BYE” (Stratford*), from the legit 

“First Impressic 1.” score is a 

sharp ballad wit! 

ance potential. 
Lou 


Monte ‘RCA Victor): 


entry which shapes.up as Johnny 
Desmond's best side in some time. | 


strong perform- | 


| Jack Pleis Oreh (Decca): 
|“THEME FROM ‘COMPULSION’ ” 
|(Weiss & Barry*), pic theme song, 


lis a swinging jazz-type entry due | 


|to grab plenty of spins via this su- 


|percharged instrumental. “RO- 
MANTICO” (Northern*) is a me- 
lodic, Latin-styled side. 

Phyllis Burke (Archer). “BABY 


SITTER” (Archer*) has the driving 


could get it lots of teener atten- 











Monte Kelly Orch: “Porgy and 
Bess” (Carlton). Among the first 
packages to hitch-hike on the up- 
coming Samuel Goldwyn pic pro- 
duction of “Porgy and Bess,” this 
set spotlights the Goldwyn score 
in a superb instrumental setting. 
A series of flashing orchestral ef- 


orch in fresh arrangement that 
have exploited the hi-fi sound 
angles to the utmost. Dominant 
string section, augmented by a 
crew of topflight horns, plays the 
score in the right operatic se- 
quence. 

Stewart-Williams & Co.: “Porgy 
and Bess Revisited” (Warner 
Bros.). This is a more swinging 
workover of the Gershwin score 
with some fine jazz horns filling 
in for the cast of characters. Al- 
though the lyrics are absent in 
such songs as “Bess, You Is My 
Woman” and “Summertime,” the 
solo horn takeoffs by the saxes and 
trumpets voice the ideas with a 
moving expressiveness. Cootie 
Williams “blows” the role of 
Porgy. Rex Stewart is Sportin’ Life 
and Hilton Jefferson takes Bess’ 
part. 

“Larry Elgart Orch” (RCA Vic- 
tor). In his LP bow on the Vic- 
tor label, Larry Elgart turns up 
another slick set of dance arrange- 
|ments. Elgart’s band doesn’t at- 
|tempt to knock the listener over, 
| but plays neatly and freshly with a 
| smooth beat that takes the hazards 
lout of hoofing and with a richly 
| textured sound that makes it pleas- 
| ant to sit this one out, if preferred. 
| Elgart mixes standards like “Once 
{In Love With Amy,” “That Old 
|Feeling” and “You Turned The 
| Tables On Me” with some less ex- 
|plored material like “Quincy Hop- 
ipers,” “Bigwin” and “Sunday 
Drive.” 
| Eydie Gorme: “Love Is A Sea- 
ison” (ABC-Paramount). Eydie 
|Gorme is a solid performer who 
can deliver a tune with strong im- 
pact without resorting to vocal 
gimmicks. That may be limiting 
her in the pop single market, where 
there’s a premium on the offbeat, 
but she stands the test of more 
extended song recitals on LPs. 





mantic songalog | 
bers like “April Showers,” “Spring 
Will Be A Little Late This Year,” 
“June In January” and some more 
songs, like the title tune and “On 
The First Warm Day.” 
Morris Stoloff Orch: “Sound- 
tracks, Voices and Themes From 
| Great Movies” (Colpix). This is an 
|attractive potpourri of instrumen- 
| tals and vocals of film music, some 
lof it taken direct from the sound- 
ltracks. The program revives Fred 
| Astaire’s “Dearly Beloved” and 





| Away.” Betty Grable and Jack 


fects are generated by this big | 


Miss Gorme, backed by the Don | 
Costa orch, swings through a ro-| 
including num- | 





Album Reviews 


twhile Stoloff’s orch performs pic 
themes like “River Kwai March- 
Colonel Bogey,” ‘“Picnic-Moon- 
|glow” and “From Here To Eter- 
| nity.” 

“Songs of Our Times” (Voca- 
lion). Decca’s pre-LP project to 
|cover the Tin Pan Alley scene 
With a year-by-year rundown of 
|the hits from 1916 to 1944 now 
turns up on the diskery’s low- 
priced subsid label, Vocalion. This 
| is. the standard repertory dished 
| up in stock arrangements for danc- 
ing. The various orchs used in 
this series were stamped out of 
the same mickey mouse mold, 
| which doesn’t make for much ex- 
| citement or variation. Most of the 
| band vocalists are not given any 
| billing in this series. The year-by- 
| year format, however, gives this 
song collection a useful library 
reference service. 
| Les Baxter: “African Jazz” 
| (Capitol). Maestro Les Baxter, 
| who specializes in recreating mu- 
| sic from exotic places, adroitly 





exploits an African motif in his. 


latest offering. It’s a parlay of 
|} modern jazz and jungle rhythms 
in a colorful musical place r- 
trait. This is one of Baxter’s best 
productions, spotlighting his talent 
| for atmospheric color via utiliza- 
tion of native instruments in the’ 
context of a big band. 


| Cecil Taylor Quintet: 


“Hard- 
| Driving Jazz” (United*Artists). The 
| title of this set may be somewhat 
| misleading. Although the program 
| includes titles like “Double Clutch- 
|}ing” and “Shifting Down,” the 
style is more smooth sailing on 
| cool waters than hard-driving over 
| rocking roads. Pianist Cecil Tay- 
| lor and combo swings only on oc- 
casion within the cerebral confines. 
| Aaron Bell Orch: “Peter Gunn” 

(Lion). This is a frank cover of 

the “Peter Gunn” soundtrack 
score which has been clicking on 
RCA Victor label. Since this ver- 
sion of the Henry Mancini score 
is played by an expert crew who 
| have added some interesting jazz 
| embellishments, this offering by 
| the MGM subsid label will com- 
mand some attention in the low- 
price field. 

Jimmie Rodgers: “His Golden 
Year” (Roulette). One of the few 
current pop names to show con- 
Sistency in the singles market, 
Jimmie Rodgers impresses with 
his ingratiating balladeering in this 
rundown of his past hits. Rodgers 
sings with a naturally relaxed 
style and a solid beat, delivering 
| tunes like “I’m Never Gonna Tell, 


| ““Kisses Sweeter Than Wine,” 
| “Honeycomb,” “Because You're 
| Young” and “Bimbobey,” among 
| others. 


“Miss Gloria Lynne” (Everest). 
| Gloria Lynne registers as a prom- 


beat and the swift vocal attack that |Gene Kelly’s “Long Ago and Far | ising jazz vocalist in her wax bow. 


| This young Negro songstress has 


|tion. “LITTLE DAISY” (Archer*)| Lemmon duet on “I Got A Crush | supple pipes, firm control and an 


could grow into a popular spinning 
| item because of its happy melodic 
line and vocal. 


* ASCAP. + BMI. 


'On You,” Lemmon also joining 
| June Allyson in a nifty duo on 
“Temporarily.” Another vocal 
soundtrack highlight is Billy Dan- 
iels’ “I Get A Kick Out Of You” 





STAGGER LEE (7) 


(3) 


te 

2. 

3. DONNA (6) 

4. PETITE FLEUR 
5. 

6. 

7 


. | GOT A WIFE (2) .. 
8. CHARLIE BROWN (1) 
9. GOTTA TRAVEL ON (8) . 
10. ALL AMERICAN BOY (5) 


MY HAPPINESS 
16 CANDLES 
VENUS 
DUD A THAR ........:.. 
HAWAIIAN WEDDING SONG 
LONELY TEARDROPS 

A LOVER’S QUESTION 

TALL PAUL 
I'VE HAD IT 





SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EYES (10) 


PETER GUNN THEME (1) . 
CHILDREN’S MARCHING SONG (5) 


IT’S JUST A MATTER OF TIME 


j 
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|, ZaRETY, 10) Best Sellers on Coin Machines . 


Lloyd Price . ........ABC-Par 
NN tas eens KeSS Mercury 
Ritchie Valens ........:- Del-Fi 
Chris Barber .....-Laurie 
Ray Anthony ......... Capitol 
Cyril Siapleton ....... London 
Mitch Miller ........ Columbia 
SEO s.. <baaes oe ... Mercury 
ee .. Atco 
Billy Grammer ...... Monument 
Bill Parsons ....... Fraternity 
Connie Francis .......... MGM 
| rer ree oe er Coed 
Frankie Avalon ..... Chancellor 
LaVern Baker ......-. Atlantic 
Andy Williams ........ Cadence 
Jackie Wilson Brunswick 
Clyde McPhatter ...... Atlantic 
AD eh: Spe Disneyland 
8 eee Pe Time 
Brook Benton ........ Mercury 


(Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 101 
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| arresting timbre which she uses 
| effectively on a songalog includ- 
| ing “April In Paris,” “Without A 
Song,” “Perdido,” “They Didn’t 
| Believe Me” and “I Can’t Give 
You Anything But Love,” among 
others. A fine jazz combo under 
Wild Bill Davis backs up. 
Herm. 


Chappell Heavy 
On Legituners (6) 


Chappell Inc. is riding a heavy 
}showtuner schedule this season 
| with two already on Broadway and 
| four more due before the seagon 
| ends. 

Publishing firm already is work- 
}ing on the Richard Rodgers-Oscar 
| Hammerstein 2d score for “Flower 
;}Drum Song” and the Dorothy 
Fields-Albert Hague cleffings for 
| “Redhead,” both on Broadway. 
| Stan Stanley, firm’s general pro- 
fessional manager, is laying out 
plugging plans for Marc Blitzstein’s 
“Juno,” Harold Rome’s “Destry 
Rides Again,” the Robert Goldman- 
Glenn Paxton-George Weiss score 
for “First Impressions’ and the 
Jule Styne - Stephen Sondheim 
score for “Gypsy.” Stanley has set 
Bob Baumgart to handle the 
“Gypsy” score which will be pub- 
lished under the Stratford-William- 
son-Chappell banner. Also, Charlie 
Janoff has been added to Chap- 
pell’s professional staff to push the 
“Redhead” score. 
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THE JUKEBOX SCANDALS 


It’s a tough break, at the moment, for Tommy Leonetti but 
it’s also wellknown within the trade that other singers, with 
alleged strong “ins” via mobster pals in control of jukebox 
“routes,” couldn’t cash in if what the public wanted wasn’t in 
the groove. Favored “exposure,” even under strongarm or spu- 
rious techniques, is commercial only up to a point. After that 
the kids decide. The answer has been spelled out these recent 
years by the number of upstart faves, from way out in left field, 
via independent labels, whom the kids smelled out. 





More benevolent to the entire music industry at large would 
be Governmental recognition of the new music performance 
rights via an updated Copyright Act. The 1909 statute is as dated 
as the tandem bike. In the literal interpretation of the 50-year- 
old law an entire soundtrack of a motion picture score could 
almost plead that 2c royalty for “mechanical reproduction.” 
Trade realities established business relations otherwise. 





The music trade papers that pander to the coinmachine opera- 
tors sing the same old chorus about “jukebox exposure.” With- 
out exploring that phase any further, fact is that a Govern- 
mental licensing of the estimated 500,000 jukeboxes that are 
nickel, dime and quarter coin-catchers, for the 2-3 minute re- 
production of a current pop or some sentimentally nostalgic 
standard in some pub, club or tavern, would help clean house in 
that phase of the operation. Since even the alcoholic beverage 
control boards in the case of nitery operations can’t quite be 
sure whether the “clean” front-man hasn’t some shady capital 
behind him, licensing would at least firm up the policing power. 





One unwilling witness in Washington last week, who reversed 
field and “took the Fifth,” candidly observed that these Con- 
gressional probes have no punitive powers. And that efter it’s 
all said and done and “things blow over the boys will be back 
doing business at the same oid stand.” 





On another front—and this gets back to the cleaning-up of 
the entire jukebox-music biz structure—this could be ASCAP’s 
and BMI’s and the writers’ and publishers’ golden opportunity 
to influence some regulatory legislation in their campaign 


against the jukebox interests. For once, all the publisher and 
writer trade associations and both nfusic performance collec- 
tion agencies are allied in the common plea for some small tithe 


from each jukebox performance 





As for the current D.C. probe, which has put the spotlight on 
the muscle-men within the coin-machine and automatic vend- 
ing business, many who know feel it’s long overdue. Some of 


that underworld capital has been 
if not others. 





As for Leonetti, how naive he may or may not have been 
about his former Chicago manager, John Ambrosia, is secondary 
to the bum rap he got over the weekend via a Dick Clark guest 
cancellation. But Clark has now indicated that he will “make 
it up to him.” Jimmy Walker once cracked “no girl has ever been 
‘ruined’ by reading a book” (this was during one of those “ob- 


seene literature” drives when he 


to paraphrase, the kids who constitute Clark’s audience will not 
be tarnished by Leonetti’s unfortunate, not-so-Ambrosia ante- 
cedents. The jukebox stench is much deeper than that. 


of a tune played for profit. 


suspected within one disk label, 


was Mayor of New York) and, 





Fair Lady Going 
Spanish & Stereo 


With. 2,500,000 global sales al- 
ready racked up for the original 
east. album of “My Fair Lady,” | 
Columbia Records is giving the | 
package two new accents. One is'} 
Spanish and the other is stereo. 

The Spanish album, tagged “Mi | 
Bella Dama,” is primarily a tie-in | 
with the company that’s touring | 
the south-of-the-border countries, | 
but Col also plans to release the | 
Spanish package in the U.S. (The | 
Spanish-language version of “My ) 
Fair Lady” opened in Monterrey, | 
Mexico, Feb. 19.) 

The album, which was cut before 
the show went on the road, fea-! 
tures Manolo Fabregas, Cristina | 
Rojas and Mario Aleberto Rodri- | 
guez. Direction and musical ar- 
rangements are by Mario Ruiz Ar- 
mengol. } 

Goddard Lieberson, Columbia, 
Records prez, figures a 250,000, 
sales potential for “Mi Bella Dama” | 
in the Spanish-speaking countries. 
He added that about 6,000 LPs of | 
the original English version al-' 
ready have been sold in South 
America and Mexico. 

Lieberson recently returned from 
England where he etched a stereo 
version of “My Fair Lady” with 
Rex Harrison. When the album’ 
was originally recorded in the U.S. 
about three. years ago, it was 
etched in the monophonic groove 
only. Col now is prepping a cam- 








will break in a few months. 
According to Lieberson, the) 
monophonic “Lady” sold 1,500,000 
copies in the U.S., 500,000 in Eng-' 
land, and another 500,000 in Aus- | 





Music publishers, via their agent 
and trustee, Harry Fox, are now 
eyeing the use of music on video 
tape as a new source of synchroni- 
zation coin. While no attempt has 
been made to collect sync rights 


on taped shows to date, the pub- 
lishers aré looking to the future 
when it’s expected that tape will 
account for some 90% of video's 
musical programming. 

The danger at present is that 
the publishers are creating a trade 
practice of “giving away” the sync 
rights on tape. Musie on live shows 
is, of course, covered by the per- 
formance rights*deal while music 
on film has traditionally been paid 
for as a synchronization right. 
Tape, as a comparatively new me- 
dium, is still regarded by many 
publishers as a “live” technique, 
but the reality of reruns for the 
tape shows has now spotlighted 
tape as falling into the sync rights 
category. 

Fox is studying the British sys- 
tem under which the publishers 
there, through their Mechanical 
Protection Society, are setting up 
a new coin reservoir to cover music 
on videotape. While no rates have 
been set in England, the publishers 
have proposed that the various pro- 
gram contractors pay fixed annual 
fees, running from about $25,000 
to $40,000 annually, into a common 
pool. The MPS then plans to count 
all music usages on a per-second 
basis and pay off the publishers | 
strictly according to exploitation | 
of their music. 

While the U.S. picture is infin- 
itely more complex than that of! 
Britain because of the multiplicity | 
of tv outlets here and the difficulty 


(Continued on page 46) 


BYC ‘SERVICE’ SUBSID 
TO EASE BOOKKEEPING 


Bregman, Vocco & Conn Music | 
has set up a new overall company, | 
Publishers Service Corp., to 
streamline its operations. Up ie 
now, BVC has been doing its bill- 
ing via its various subsidiary pub- 
lishing companies such as Lom- 
bardo, Rosemeadow, Vernon, Chat- 
ham, Supreme, Triangle and Harry 
Von Tilzer. New setup will central- 
ize the bookkeeping procedures. 

BVC is following the pattern of 
such major publishers as the Big 
Three and the Music Publishers 
Holding Corp., both of which also | 
have numerous subsid firms oper- | 
ating under one corporate um- | 











WITH VIDEOTAPE 


Hazards of Disk Discount Biz; 
Bigtime Sam Goody Operation 
Taken Over By Creditor Group 





—* The hazards in the disk price- 


Garner SRO $9,703, Cleve. 


Cleveland, Feb. 24. 

Erroll Garner was at the Cleve- 
land Music Hall here Saturday (21) 
for a_ sellout, netting $9,703. 
Jumped over weekend to New Mex- 
ico for dates. 

Martha Glaser is lining up 
summer tent dates for the jazz 
pianist, and Cleveland will prob- 
ably repeat him under canvas. 


‘Change Rule And 
Keep Cunningham 
As ASCAP Prexy’ 


A “grassroots” movement is de- | 
veloping in the American Society | 
of Composers, Authors & Publish- 
ers to keep incumbent prexy Paul 
Cunningham in office for at least 
another year. This would mean 
amending the Society’s bylaws 
| which prohibits any president from 
serving more than three consecu- 
tive one-year terms. That bylaw 
was put into effect around six 
years ago. 

Movement in behalf of Cunning- 
ham stems from the gains ASCAP | 
has made in the last couple of 
years in the direction of getting!) 
the jukeboxes included under the 
licensing provisions of the Copy- 
right Act. Cunningham has been 
spearheadiing the Society’s cam- 
paign for such a bill and his re- 
lationships with Congress have 
been firmly established over the 
past few years. It’s felt .by some | 
ASCAPers that to prohibit Cun-| 
ningham from the prexy slot now | 
would reduce his effectiveness on 








| cutting operation came into the 
| spotlight last week when Sam 
Goody, New York retauer who 
built a global business out of his 
discount operation, went under the 
control of his creditors. A creditors 
; committee, representing 13 major 
|and indie labels and distributors 
as well as equipment manufactur- 
|ers, was set up to collect some 
| $2,400,000 owed to them by Goody. 

Formation of the creditors’ com- 


| mittee was a voluntary arrange- 


;ment with Geody toe stave off any 
single creditor from pressing for 
payment through the courts. Since 
Goody’s business is still solvent, 
with assets at least matching liabil- 
ities, the creditors™moved in to 
insure full psyment via their con- 
trol of the Goody exchequer. 

It’s understood that Goody, who 
does about $7,500,000 worth busi- 
ness a year, has about $2,000,000 
inventory on hand, plus $400,000 
in leaseholds, fixtures and other in- 
tangible assets. Goody is 199% 
| owner of his main store on 49th 
St. in New York, and also runs, in 
conjunction with other partners, 
| discount houses in Paramus, N.J., 
Green Acres, LI, Philadelphia, 
| Pittsburgh and Yonkers; plus a 


{ large mail order business. The out- 


of-town operations are running 
profitably, with the creditors’ com- 
mittee only stepping into the N.Y. 
situation, but taking an assignment 
on Goody's out-of-town retail in- 
terests. 
Payroll Slashed 

One of the first steps indicated 
by the creditors was cutback of the 
Goody payroll from $75,006 week- 
ly to around $45,000. In addition, 
the creditors committee will con- 
trol future buying. A spokesman 
for Goody stated that with the 
proper streamlining and economies, 


(Continued on page 46) 





Capitol Hill at a time when one | } A&R F 
of the most important pieces of | 0 mes or 


legislation in ASCAP’s history has 
the best chance of passing. 

Also mentioned for the prexy 
post has been former prez Stanley | 
Adams and another board member, 
Douglas Moore, a standard writer. | 
ASCAP’s board of directors, now | 
up for election, will name the of-| 
ficers of the Society at their May 


j 
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MGM's Cub, Metro 


Arnold Maxin, prexy of MGM 
Records, has separated the artists 
& repertoire duties of the parent 
company and its subsid labels. Last 
week Maxin set Leroy Holmes as 
a&r boss and sales supervisor of 
the subsid Cub and Metro labels. 
A few weeks ago Ray Ellis was 
brought in as a&r head of the 
MGM operation. The a&r activi- 
ties of the three operations previ- 
ously had been under Morty Craft 
who exited the label recently. to 
set up his own firm. 

On the sales level, Holmes will 
coordinate his activities with 
Charles Hasin, MGM's overali sales 
chief. The move is another step 
in Maxin’s plan for the man who 
“creates a record to run with it 
himself.” Holmes will continue 
with certain activities for MGM 
concurrently with his new duties. 
On the sales end, hé replaces Ray 
Meinberg, who handled Cub and 
Metro sales as well as national 


deejay contact for MGM. Meinberg 


plans to jo'n another label. 

Holmes has been working with 
MGM for the past several years, 
first as a freelancer and then as a 
staff member. 


. 
Cap’s Stereo Phonos 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 
Capitol Records is setting, up its 
own plant for the manufacture and 
assembly of stereo console phono- 
graphs in Scranton, Pa., according 
to James W. Bayless, veepee in 
charge of manufacturing and en- 
gineering. 
The rew operation is expected 











paign for the stereo “Lady,” which ; 





tralia and New Zealand. brella. meeting. 
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13 cities and showing com VISIE SISZIEl|ElSlesliSlselagio 
parative sales rating for this _tetei- | 3i sis z Elzgig Eleir 
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"yk. we Title and Publish ei elere lel Sli ; E He 3? | 
cs eISlels l61sloleleieisiSiéis 
1 1 ‘My Happiness (Happiness)... 1 8 1 2 8 42 13 1 2 4 2. 94 
2 3 ‘Smoke in Eyes (Harms)... 5 .. 7 +=#«1 «2 7 1 4 8 § 1 2 10 79 
“3A_4 *May You Always (H-L&B). 2 ..3 V6 £6.03. 3-3 5 
_3B_ 5 *Hawaiian Wedding (Pickwick) 3 6 6 6 5 10 es ¢€"6 © € 0 
5 2  *Children’s Marching (Miller) 4 i 3 SE te Bo ye 
6A__7 _tGotta Travel On (Sanga)...- 6 SVs SA ek ee ee 
6B 8 ‘Nola (Sam Fox)............ 9 7 4 oe mee 7 10 1 41 
8 6 +16 Candles (January)....... 3 8 Ss 0. 0 6 8 6 32 
910 Donna (Kemo)............. at te 6 2 6 30 
10 tPetite Fleur (Hill & Range). 10 5 5 7 “TERE ia wees 
il +Stagger Lee (Sheldon) . .. Pree ee Ber OCC oar 
12 *All American Boy (Buckeye). =... <4 ~ 4 : * 14 
13A_14 *Wind & Raipin Hair (Par) 8 tt ( sti + 6 10 
-13B_— *World Outside (Chappci.) e y 8 = 10 
~13C 18 “Being Girl Williamson) er ge 10 


| to set underway by March 1 and 
| will bo run independent from Capi- 
4tol’s record’ and album 
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Billy Rose Wants to Drop Action 


(Temporarily) Vs. Bourne on Renewal 





A key legal suit in the music+— 


biz, the Billy Rose action against 
Bourne Music for return of the 
copyright on “That Old Gang of 
Mine.” was left hanging last week 
when Rose asked for a discontinu- 
ance, without prejudice, of the 
trial. The move was made 
N.Y. Federal Court before Judge 
Edward J. Dimock. 

Since the motion would permit 
Rose to open the suit at some 
future time, Bourne Music’s attor- 
neys opposed the move to discon- 
tinue the trial. , 

Kose’s suit in behalf of himself 
and his collaborators on the song, 
Ray Henderson and the late Mort 
Dixon, represented the first direct 
legal challenge to the pre-1932 
cleffer-publisher pacts in which the 
copyright renewal terms were au- 
tomatically assigned te the, pub- 
lisher. Rose has claimed that such 
renewal assignments were invalid 
since no “consideration” was giv- 
en to the writer. 

The motien to discontinue was 
made in court after Rose testified 
about his contribution to the song. 
No reason was- given for the mo- 
tion, which is due to be argued 
shortly before’ Judge Dimock. It’s 
Understood that Rose’s move was 
cued by the tact that he wants to 
switch attorneys. His current legal 
rep is the firm of Hays, St. John, 
Abramson & Heilbron. Bourne Mu- 
sic, which is now headed by Mrs. 
Bonnie Bourne, was repped in 
court by Phillips, Nizer, Benjamin, 
Krim & Ballon. 

The fate of other im t 
copyrights have been awaiting a 
decision in this case. As one writer 
of several top standards put it, 
“If Billy vhad won this case, there 
would be something like a run on 
the bank to get back our songs.” 
Since the issue of ownership of 
the renewals has not come to a 
head, publishers have generally 
been willing to give writers new 
and attractive deals for the second 
copyright term. 

One action for the return of a 
copyright, which has been await- 
ing decision on the Rose suit, in- 
volves the song, “Miss You,” 
which was written by the Tobias 
brothers, Charles and Henry.’ Lat- 
ter have brought suit against Joy 
Music, the copyright owners un- 
der the name of Santly-Joy during 
the song’s first term, for continu- 
ing to publish the song during the 
current second term. 


Tap Sanders, Ex-Ram, 
As Cadence Sales Mgr. 


Archie Bleyer, Cadence Records 
prexy, has set Don Sanders as new 
sales manager. Post had been va- 
eant since Bob Kernheiser left to 
join Atlantic Records a couple of 
months ago. ‘ 

Before joining Cadence, Sanders 
had been office manager for Buck 
Ram’s publishing- managerial en- 
terprises. . 


Disk Signings 


MGM’s Multiple Pacts 

MGM. Records went on a pact- 
ing spree, last week, six 
new names to roster. At the same 
time its subits labels, Club and 
Metro, bolstered their stables with 
two and three pactees, respectively. 

Joing MGM are Herb Jeffries, 
Bob Manning, Eileen Barton, the 
Shepherd Sisters, J. C. Hill and 
Melvin Endsley. Going to Cub are 
Lee Davis and the Jimmy Valen- 
tine orch. The Metro pactees are 
pianist Andy Ackers, the Chords 
and vocalist Sam Fletcher. 

Steve Gaynor, sin emcee and 
host at Pittsburgh’s nny Boys 
Athletic Assn., formerly the Bache- 
lors Club and a private member- 
ship weekend hangout, has been 
signed by MGM Records. . 


Tico: Astor Piazolla 
Astor Piazolla, who formerly re- 
corded for the V and 
labeis in France, o- been 
to Tico Records. His first album 
for Tico will be done next week. 


It will be a tango-jazz package of 
American standards. 


Genevieve to Cadence. 
With her Yox contract expired, 























French eomedienne Genevieve 
shifts to Cadence’ March 1. Deal 
set by her personal manager Bar- 


ron Polan. 


ret’ 


Italian Disk Bestsellers 


Rome, Feb. 24. 

ER ee FOS Modugno 
(Fonit) 

Io Sono Il Vento ....... Testa 
(Philips) 

Tom Dooley ....Kingston Trio 
(Capitol) 

Conoscerti ............-Reno 
(RCA) 

“3 scan ania es OO 

(CGD) 

Marcia in Fa ...Dorelli-Curtis 
(CGD) 

Rb xs dexn dealt Modugno 
(Fonit) 

Non Dimenticar ..... Nat Cole 
(Capitol) 

Non Partir + eeess-Dallara 
(Music) 

Nessuno ...... eooes. «Curtis 
(CGD) 

Li per Li ...... ecaeet se IeeTe 
(Durium) 


’ 
Mills’ Brazil Branch 

Mills Music is opening a branch 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil. Outlet, 
which is Mills’ eighth branch of- 
fice, will be headed by Enrique 
Lebendiger. 

The new firm will be called Edi- 
tora Musical Mills and will cover 
all of South America. Mills’ other 
branches are in Chicago, Los An- 
geles, Hollywood, Toronto, London, 
Madrid, and Brussels. 


BARNEY YOUNG APPEALS 
DECISION IN BMI SUIT 


Barney Young is still litigating 
on various fronts: The publisher, 
| whose petition for a summary judg- 
ment in his $7,500,000 suit against 
Broadcast Musie Inc. was recéntly 
dismissed by N..°¥. Federal Judge 
Archie O. Dawson, has now carried 
his plea to the®»Court of Appeals 
on the grounds that Judge Dawson 
failed to give his side a sufficient 
hearing. Young’s*case will be heard 
next Mofiday (2). 

Meantime, Young is due to tes- 
tify before the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission in Washington 
tomorrow (Thurs.) on his complaint 
that both RCA, via its NBC net- 
work subsid, and CBS have divert- 
eq corporate funds in their financ- 
ing of BMI. 


Md.’s Lots ($11-Mil) 





Washington, Feb. 24. 
Slot machines last year collected 


Maryland counties where they are 
legal, 

Charles County registered the 
biggest take’ with $4,554,000 
garnered from 2,700 slots, accord- 
ing to a dispatch in the Washing- 
ton Post from Annapolis, the state 
capital. Statistics were based on 
records of the state comptroller's 
office. 


Joe Carlton on Coast 


Joe Carlten, prez of Carlton Rec- 
ords, left for the Coast over the 
weekend, for huddles with disk- 
ery’s dealers and distributors. 





From Slots Last Year| 





Goody would be back on his feet 
in about a year. 

The 13-man creditors’ committee 
consists of the distribs of RCA 
Victor, Capitol, Columbia, Decca 
and London Records, plus a group 
of smaller label distribs and audio 
manufacturers. George Jay, v.p. of 
Columbia Records Distributing 
Corp., is chairman of the commit- 
tee which was set up in a way that 
would prevent any group of com- 
panies from exercising any com- 
petitive advantages in future buy- 
ing for Goody. All other creditors 
of Goody are being asked to ap- 
prove the plan of repayment this 
week. 

Too Much Competition 

Goody, who pioneered in the 
disk discounting field, has report- 
edly found the business getting 
tougher as other price-cutters en- 





$11,200,400 in the four Southern| tered the field. Big retail opera- 


tions, like Korvette’s, Masters and 
Abraham & Strauss, have been 
cutting into Goody's business by 
|their advertising of disk prices 
which were even lower than 
Goody’s. While stores like Kor- 
vette’s could afford to use disks 
virtually as loss-leaders, since their 
turnover was increased on other 
commodities, Goody’s had to de- 
pend on his disk profit margin to 
stay alive. 

The package business, moreover, 
has become increasingly risky as 
more labels entered the field. The 
LP disk, once regarded as a stand- 





He'll be back in New York in 





about 10 days. 


ard item with a long shelf life, is 
now almost as speculative as a sin- 





Sam Goody Creditors 


Continued from page 45 





gle since a vast quantity of new 
titles and new performances of 
old titles are being turned out 
weekly. Goody’s operation de- 
pended upon heavy buying, at re- 
duced prices, for the smaller labels, 
and if these platters failed to move, 
the profit margin was endangered. 

Among the lesser creditors of 
Goody’s is a group of leading N.Y. 
music publishers who won a judg- 
ment against the retailer for royal- 
ties on tunes used in pirated disks. 
The amount of royalties has not 
been assessed, but the publishers, 
via their attorney, Julian T. Abeles, 
have asked for $25,000 to cover 
their attorney fees. 





Sync-Swim 


=a Continued from page 45 = - 


of logging several hundred stations 
on a per-second basis, the Ameri- 
can publishers believe that the 
British system points the general 
way to a tape sync coin pool. 

The publishers may still be 
treading carefully in the tape 
field, but they have firm opinions 
about the plans of some disk pro- 
moters to use lip-sync film or tape 
shorts to plug disks and artists. 
One publisher stated that no disk 
company can give away the right 
to use a tune for a lip-sync briefie. 
Only the publisher controls the 
syne right to the tune and it’s his 
decision whether to grant such a 
right to the producer of such 





quickies. 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Siglelelzlz ElSlslgislclzislelelgisigis 
FRANK SINATRA (Capito!) 
1__3 Come Dance With Me (W 1069).......... 3 1 1 .£. 2.3 fs t ¢€-§ 4 3 8119 
HENRY MANCINI (Victor) = 
2 1 “Peter Gunn” (LPM 1956)............... te 10 3. 2.8 1  ¥ S..3.4 jo 
FLOWER DRUM SONG (Col) 
3 2. Geese Com. (BL, 5950)................. ee seeds FB ££. @ 2 2 3 83 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) Leeann 
4 5 Open Fire, Two Guitars (CL 1270).... 2 4 2 4 3 8 C00 » @ 62 
KINGSTON TRIO (Capitol) 
i were te t007).........:......:.. 3 5 2 3.1 5 2 55 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) 
6 9 Sing Along With Mitch (CL 1160)......... 4 6 5 1 9 3 -@:¢ 52 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) Rete 
7 8 More Sing With Mitch (CL 1243)......... 6 a. ¢ & . £4 w;:-@ 22 49 
KINGSTON TRIO <Capitol) ce Sete 
B... 2h... Ti a Cr OO)... on. cic tcc ecee a 18: Seas 1 8 7 we. we See 41 
GIGI (MGM) 
9A 4 Soundtrack (E 3641)............... s .2 9 6 2 10 34 
"SOUTH PACIFIC (Victor) € ‘ 
9B 7 Soundtrack (LOC a OR aa es _ 7 8 4 4 9 6 34 
ROGER WILLIAMS (Kapp) 
ee ee eee e 7 wes (OULF 4 22 
BILLY VAUGHN (Doi) 
12 20 Billy Vaughn Plays (DLP 5900)........... 5 5 8 15 
RICKY NELSON (Imperial) 
13A 22 Ricky Sings Again (LP-9061)............. 7 7 6 10 14 
PAT BOONE (Dot) - 
— See  j.|é ° + 6 >). pare 10 1 8 14 
EVERLY BROS. (Cadence) 
15A Best of Everly Bros. (3025).............. 6 3 é. 
FRANK SINATRA (Capitol) 
15B 10 Only the Lonely (W 1053)...........¢.... 2 9 9 13 
DUANE EDDY (Jamie) 
17 16 “Twangy Guitar” (Le 3000) ............. 5 10 7 11 
JOHNNY MATHIS (Columbia) 
18 17 Johnny’s Greatest Hits (CL 1135)......... 8 5 9 
SOUTH FACIFIC (Cotumbia) 
19A 15 Original Cast (B2579-80)................. 5 10 10 8 
TOMMY EDWARDS (MGM) 
19B It’s All in the Game (F3732)............. 6 4 8 
VAN CLIBURN (Victor) 
19C 13 Tehaikovsky Concerto (LM 2250)......... 7 10 8 8 
JONAH JONES (Capitol) 
19D Swinging on Broadway (T 963)........... 6 8 8 
GERRY MULLIGAN COMBO (UA) 
23.4 2% I War’ te Live (UAL 4005-6)............. ya os | . 6 . . ° 7 
MUSIC. MAN (Capito!) 
23B .2 Original Cast (WAO 990)................ ee 10 .,' 5 7 
NAT KING COLE (Capitol) 
23C .. Welcome te the Club (W 1120)........... g 6 7 
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BMI’s Rhythm & Blues Awards 








Broadcast Music Ine. is handing 
out awards to 65 writers and 46 
publishers in the rhythm & blues 
field today (Wed.) at its annual r&b 
luncheon at the Hotel Pierre, N. Y. 
Most of the 39 songs overlapped 
to the awards which BMI handed 
out for the top hits of 1958 in 
December. 

The top r&b titles in for BMI 
last year were, in alphabetical or- 
der: “All I Have To Do Is Dream,” 
“At The Hop.” “Book of Love,” 
“Buzz, Buzz, Buzz,” “Don’t,” “Don’t 
Let Go,” “Do You Want To Dance,” 
“Endless Sleep,” “For Your Love,” 





“Get A Job,” “Great Balls of Fire,” 
“T’ll Come Running Back To You,” 
“Jennie Lee,” “Johnny B. Goode,” 
“Just A Dream,” “Little Star,” 
“Looking Back,” “A Lover’s Ques- 
tion,” “Maybe,” “My True Love,” 
“Oh Julie,” “Peggy Sue,” “Poor 
Little Fool,” “Raunchy,” ‘Rockin’ 


Robin,” “Rumble,” “Short Shorts,” 


“The Stroll,” “Sweet Little 16,” 
“Talk To Me,” “Tequila,” “To Be 
Loved,"—“Twilight Time,” “Wear 
My Ring Around Your Neck,” 
“What Am I Living For,” “Willie 
And The Hand Jive,” “With Your 
Love For Me,” “Yakety Yak,” and 
“You Can Make It If You Try.” 





Inside Stuff—Music 


The Steve Levitz suit against Loew's and the B 
pany is still awaiting a formal decision from 


Three music com- 
-Y. Supreme Court 


Justice Aaron Steuer. Although the judge, in a verbal decision from 
the bench three wecks ago, ruled against Levitz, no written decision 
has as yet been recorded. Levitz, former Big Three exec, charged that 
the parent company, Loew’s, breached an agreement to keep him on 


the payroll for as long as he could 
itz's sale of his stock interest in the 


work, as a consideration for Lev- 
Big Three. 





Barbara Cohen who, with Marianne Mantell, founded and owns 


Caedmon Publishers, producers of 


the “the spoken word” on the 


Caedmon disk label, denies any “subsidiary” relationship with Har- 
pers. The book publisher acts as sales reps to book stores for Caed- 


mon, otherwise the Misses Cohen 


and Mantell reassert their outfit 


“fs an independent company—one of the most independent of inde- 


pendents, in fact.” 





Mills Music has acquired the entire catalog of J. L. Armstrong, 
Philadelphia firm. Catalog specializes in vocal and choral music for 


the Catholic Church and includes 
Your Feet Is Kneeling,” “Mass In 


such compositions as “Mother At 
Eb” and “On This Day O Beauti- 


ful Mother.” - 


Dom Cerulli Heads WBR’s 
New Bally Wing in East 


Warner Bros. Records is setting 
up an eastern promotion-publicity 
office with Dom Cerulli in charge. 
Firm's Coast office is headed by 
Joel Friedman. 

Cerulli has been New York edi- 
tor of Down Beat mag for the past 
two-and-a-half ;years. He’s also a 
trustee of the School of Jazz, 
Lenox, Mass., aid a member of the 
advisory board of the Newport Jazz 
Festival. He’s co-editing the forth- 
coming anthology “Jazz World: 
59.” In his new capacity, Cerulli 
will report to Hal Cook, WB's vee- 
pee in charge of sales. He takes 
over the new spot March 9. 





Kertman Ditte On Coast 
Hollywood, Feb. 24. 

Cy Kertman has been appointed 
promotion manager for Warner 
Bros. Records in Southern Cali- 
fornia. Kertman, who joined 
WBR last year, was formerly with 
Capitol, Mercury and RCA Victor. 

Simultaneously, Fran Howell has 
been set as branch manager for 
the Los Angeles market. Addi- 
tionally, Phil LaGree has joined 
the diskery as a field representa- 
tive. All will base at WBR’s Bur- 
bank Hq. 


Peak Records Back 
Philadelphia, Feb. 24. 

James E. Myers, Philly publish- 
er, is reactivating his Peak Records 
operation. First sides for the new 
label will showcase Jimmy De- 
Knight & His Knights of Rhythm 
on “Rock Around The Clock,” the 
first smash rock ‘n’ roll number 
which Myers published. 

Myers also heads a one-stop disk 











service, Richloy Inc., in this city. 


Sen. O'Mahoney Sees Jukebox Probe 


As Peg on Which 


British Disk Bestsellers 
London, Feb. 24. 

As I Love You ....... Bassey 
(Philips) 

I Got Stung 
(RCA) 





oPPerre Presley 
Smoke Gets In Eyes. . Platters 


(Mercury) 

Chewing — ie Donegan 
(Pye-Nixa 

To Know tine ..Teddy Bears 
(London) 

Kiss Me Honey ...... . Bassey 
(Philips) 

Baby Face ....Little Richard 
(London) 

Pub With no Beer. .Siim Dusty 
(Columbia) 

Problems ...... Everly Bros. 
(London) 

Day Rains Came ....Morgan 
(London) 





RCA Reps Dot in Mex 


Mexico City, Feb. 24. 
The Dot label has appeared on 
the local market, with distribution 
by RCA Victor Mexicana. Three 
platters are in the first series of 
releases, including interpretations 
by the Clark Sisters of “Collar of 
Pearls”; “Sing, Sing, Sing” with 
Pat Boone, with disk coupling “Ebb 
Tide” and “Bernadine,” and Bob 
Crosby represented in “Petite 
Fleur” and “Such a Long Night.” 
Local office of RCA plans to 
push Boone platters here as well as 
ane the Dot label known in chief 
urban centres of the republic. 
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wk. wk. Artist, Label, Title Z\E\Elz!BlsS/6 Sicisia ig | |S 
LLOYD PRICE (ABC-Par) 
) 2  Stemee lee .. .. ose. i Rea. 9 2 = we OS we Pe ho ar 2 4 3 89 
CHRIS BARBER (Laurie) 
® ~ -@ GN Mak cas Fil sks kc os sb cs 0sub: .--¢ 5 1 ee 6 2 RGR te! 79 
RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) 
Ea ae Ree ee 7 ss ¢'s 5 1 610 6 8 6 3 3 9 77 
RITCHIE VALENS (Del-Fi) 
Oe: BB Sood ret Foes woh de vn cde dus 4 6 3.5 7 1 3 Sr er 66 
COASTERS (Atco) : 
ea ee” ern ees ee 3 [tt 33 3 8 6 5 1 61 
DAVID SEVILLE (Liberty) 
6A 13 Alvin's Harmonica...................... 10 5 6 10 . 1 Fy ae 
FRANKIE AVALON (Chancellor) 
ee Bee RRR ee co2 10 , 4, 3 7 51 
~~" ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence) 
8 8 Hawaiian Wedding Song................. Wars “eos. 8 F Ss. vai. Soom | 
MITCH MILLER (Columbia) ee 
9 18 Children’s Marching Song Wes uae kete'e oid I 2 oA a os ee: ¢ 42 
JACKIE WILSON (Brunswick) 
10 11 _ Lenely Teardrops......................: ce 2S ee 41 
LaVERN BAKER (Atlantic) - 
13 35 5 CeleOo Toer....,..;-..>.-.---202-2++ a Se 6 6 5 .. 5 
oni dl ANNETTE (Disneyland) : 
so: 30: SP OO... ot asc oie ks a: ere ye 3% 7 7 6 10 10 hk 
BELL NOTES (Time) 
13 +19 Ive Had It. . a te we ce nas da thee = 4 . se 7 4 6 4 30 
ps ~ CYRIL STAPLETON (London) 
14 6 Children’s Marching Song............ .. 5 5 ce aot. 8 @ 8 29 
BILL PARSONS (Fraternity) 
15 5 Al American Boy..................- as 8 3 0.3: 8 9 . 28 
MARK IV (Mercury) 
16 38 Gaba Ws --- ns... so vo 0 Ye-Aoak Ae 2 ties 10 eS sis ‘ _— 
‘BROOK BENTON (Mercury) 
17 .. Ws Just a Matter of Time................ Se ee be 10 : 8 1 8 . 25 
PLATTERS (Mercury) 
18 10 Smoke Gets in Your Eyes........... tye 7 5 , ; 9 5 Sic. * 
~~ SKYLINERS (Calico) 
19 .. Since I Don’t Have You................ Me PE i tee. See 1 ‘ . 20 
CRESTS Coed) 
| ee erties er oP Se 2» Ss ae 9 9 16 
~~~" PAUL ANKA (ABC-Par) ‘ 
21 25 My Heart Sings................. yer Tite, Ge Pac | 5 ai 
FLEETWOODS (Dolphin) 
22 Come Softly To Me....................- x The Ae: ri ee | s P 4 ll 
TOMMY EDWARDS (MGM) 
23 Please, Mr. Sum.........-5--- +--+ -2-+-+: eis ns dine, ee > deli ee en el a 20 00 tik a » ook eee ve Pe 10 f} 
FOUR LADS (Columbia) “Z : 
24A Girl on Page 44............. Py TTT a: A Ee a ee ee PY ees PO ee Se ee se 
“RICKY NELSON (imperial) 
24B Never Be Anyone Else But You...... oS eeeus sa? es ee RY eae cr et tein ee ae ce, OO 








to Hang Copyright 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Sen. Joseph C. O'Mahoney (D- 
Wyo.) said last week that the Sen- 
ate jukebox probe may help pave 
the way for his bill to bring juke- 
boxes under the Copyright Act. 

O'Mahoney, Chairman of the 
Senate Copyright Subcommittee, 
made the statement as the jukebox 
industry took another pasting dur- 
ing the second week of the Senate 
Racke’s Committee hearings. 

The Senator confirmed Variety's 
story of last week that the outlook 
for the long-stymied jukebox bill 
is “very good” partly because of 
the revelations of gangster pene- 
tration of the coin machine busi- 
ness. 

“I believe that composers and 
publishers should not be com- 
pelled to submit their works free 
of royalties to jukebox machines 
which apparently are in the rackets 
area,” O'Mahoney said. 

He opined that such a situation 
makes the songwriters as much the 
“victims” of racketeefs as the 
legitimate jukebox operators. 

The Rackets Committee last 
week started digging into mobster 
machinations of the jukebox busi- 
ness in the Chicago area, and the 
picture, not yet completed, is one 
of more extensive gangster pene- 
tration than New York's 

First singer's name to bob up 
at the hearing was that of Tommy 
Leonetti. who, according to the 
committee’s chief counsel, Robert 
F. Kennedy, said he was once man- 
aged by a man with underworld 
ties. A witness said this was John 
Ambrosia who allegedly made in- 


.|direct threats to distributors in 


efforts to push Leonetti’s disks. 
Kennedy related that Leonetti told 
staff interviewers he was unaware 
of the underworld connections of 
his manager at the time. 

Other testimony concerned the 
allegedly mob-dominated Lormar 
Distributing Co. which Kennedy 
said had all but monopolized juke- 
box record distribution in the 
Chicago area. A committee inves- 
tigator testified that Chicago juke- 
box operators were paying as much 
as $100,000 in tribute to racketeers 
in order to stay in business. 

Earlier in the week, the com- 
mitee wound up its inquiry into the 
New York situation with testimony 
about a vast gangland loan opera- 
tion run by jukebox operator 
Charles Bernoff. A former partner, 
now in jail, said Bernoff, head of 
the’ Regal Music Co. and the Ad- 
miral Trading Corp., lent million 
of dollars to needy mobsters, at 
sky-high rates. 

The Chicago hearings are slated 
to last at least another week. 


San Remo Surefire 
Italo Sales Hypo 


Rome, Feb. 24. 
Post-San Remo disk sales records 
once more prove the tremendous 
impact that songfest has on the 
local musical market: six San Remo 
finalists are already among the top 
11 sellers in this country. 





Modugno’s “‘Piov, a runaway 
leader in local sa ut Arturo 
Testa’s recording second-place 
winner “Io Sono Hl Vento” is also 


showing considerable strength in 
the runnerup spot. Other San 
Remo tunes are “Conoscerti” (No. 
4); “Una Marcia in Fa” in sixth 
place; and “Nessuno” and “Li per 
Li”, in a 10th-place tie. Two other 
fest songs, “Tua” and “Avevamo 
Ja stessa eta,” are also selling well, 
though not in the top positions. 
Though many stores were caught 
short for a few days on the Mo- 
dugno platter, which has. sold 
above expectations, record compa- 
nies this year came well prepared 
for the .post-San Remo buying 
spree (which practically monopo- 
lized sales in the first week after 
the event). Twenty-one different 
gs of “Piove” have been 
on sale here already, while 


there are 16 local of “Io 
Seno Il Vento” ‘ef the No. 
any 

_ Just for of reference, some 


last 
Remo Blu, 

pinto di Blu” (Volare) have been 

made to this date, In Italy alone. 
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= Available on regular L.P. and “Living Stereo” ™ When ordering Stereo, say. RCA! = When 
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Fair sir Enployment 
Act Seen for Cal; 
AFM (Etc.) Effect 


Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 24. 

Passage of a State Fair Employ- 
ment Practices Act would put the 
finger squarely om one of the sor- 
est points in the AFM, Frisco’s 
white and jim crow locals. 

State FEPC sailed through low- 
er house of the California Legisla- 
ture late last week by a 65-14 vote 
-and, while it may have rougher go- 
ing in the State Senate, it is ex- 
pected to pass. Gov. Edmund G. 
Brown already has said he’ll siga 
FEPC into law. 

Bill covers not only employers 
with five or more employees and 
employment agencies, but also la- 
bor unions. Cemmission which 
would run FEP in California wou'd 
be empowered to initiate investi- 
gations, and it’s believed the 
AFM situation would come under 
commission’s purview swiftly. 

In Friseo, Local 6 has ahout 5,000 
white members, while Local 869 
has about 400 colored mensbers. 
Effort to merge the two locals two 
years ago was voted down by mem- 
bership of Local 6, though 
669 already hed agreed te it. 

This was one of a number of 
preblems discussed last 
at 21st annual Western States Con- 
ference of AFM in Sacramento. 
AFM ident Herman Kenin at- 
tended conference of 70 execs from 
California, Nevada, Arizona and 
New M first time an 
AFM president had ever attended 
such a meeting. 


lH 


ided at the confe-ence. 





pres 





Ike, Symphony Buff 

Washington, Feb. 24. 
In his seventh year in the 
White House, President Eisen- 
hower has now made his third 
journey to Constitution Hail 
(about four blocks away as the 
car drives) to attend a concert 
by the National Symphony Or- 


chestra, 
Accompanied by his son -_ 
“daughter-in-law, Major and 

Mrs. John Eisenhower (the 
First Lady was in Arizona), 
the President heard an all- 
Bach program consisting main- 
ly of arias from cantatas. Vocal 
solos were by Jan Peerce, Ei- 
leen Farrell, Carol Smith and 
Norman Farrow. 

Most recent concert the 
President had attended was in 
January, 1957. 


Chi Campus of U. of lll. 
To Rise Where Melody Mill 
- Shook a Leg for 35 Years 


Chicago, Feb. 24. 
Melody Mill Ballroom, the grand- 
daddy of Chi area terp parlors, is 
looking location. 











- MAKES STEREOS 


MAKES SHIPMENTS 
(AND WAREHOUSES) 


‘with the efficiency, the quality, the 
technical mastery that has always 
been associated with the name of 
MGMI 













-| giving out with a quiet “it’s so.wen- 





VARIETY Scoreboard 
TOP TALENT AND TUNES 








Coin Machmes 








bompiled from Statistical Reports of Distribution 
; Encompassing the Three Major Outlets 


Retail Sheet Music 
as Published in the Current Issue 


Retail Disks 




















arrived at under a statistical system 


veloped from the ratio of points 


NOTE: The current comparative sales strength of the Artists and Tunes listed hereunder ts 

comprising each of the three major sales outlets enu- 
merated above. These findings are correlated with data from wider sources, which are exclusive 
with Vanrety.The positions resulting from these findings denote the OVERALL IMPACT de- 
|, two ways in the case of talent (coin machines, retail 
disks) end three ways in the case of tunes (coin machines, retail disks and retail sheet music). 


FOSETIONS TALENT 

Week Week ARTISTS AND LABEL TUNE 

1 1 LLOYD PRICE (ABC-Par) .............00. Stagger Leet 

2 3 CHRIS BARBER (Laurie) ................. Petite Fleurt 

3 2 RITCHIE VALENS (Del-Fi).............. Donnat 

4 7 RAY ANTHONY (Capitol) ..............+. Peter Gunn* 

“§ Seat ED CMNONIOD oc co ccccvccceccccsosets Charlie Brownt 

6 S$ PLATTERS (Mercury) ..........-ccccsees Smoke Gets In Your Eyes* 
7 ée FRANKIE AVALON (Chancellor) .......... Venust 

8 Si ANDY WILLIAMS (Cadence)............ .. Hawaiian Wedding Song* 

9 10 JACKIE WILSON (Brunswick) ............ Lonely Teardropst 

10 ee LaVERN BAKER (Atlantic) ............. -- I Cried A Tear? 

i TUNES 

Week Week TUNE PUBLISHER 
1 D-: - THRACE ERE once ccccccdvsccccccce snedavcos.> dithae se atneds Sheldon 
2 2 *CHILDREN’S MARCHING SONG (F—“Inn”) . ..............0.. Miller 
3 4 ‘SMOKE GETS IN YOUR EWES . ......cccc cc cccccccc cc ccccccees Harms 
a ED EE ace 5, cadebbeccasebpeaecs fcc diiwn<s + Hill & Range 
5 S. — EE bc bape CLeMAee hein co chobhduamss acces Mincdeeccebccds Kemo 
6 7  *HAWAIIAN WEDDING SONG ........2...... ccc. cc ceeee Pickwick 
7 ©, SEF WE 0 Sel cs oo odd once dbedoce ove vec Chbcde seoce Happiness 
8 ; TE ES SOR s. Uae coe kGanads saec cece « vveeanons Northridge 
4 : TOCHARMLEE BROWN ........ .-cccccscsccccrcsecccccceeccectacecns Tiger 

10 8 Se ED cones 0s pSbadiste Ranches cendses 60% sccabhsoliantins January 








3d Swing Looks No. 1 


London, Feb. 17. 

Count Basie Orchestra’s current 
tour of Britain, due to end Sunday 
(22), shapes as top grosser of the 
three that the outfit has made so 
far. Every house along the line, 
according to promoter Harold 
Davison, has been a sellout long in 
advance. That fits the buildup 
Basie has had since his last visit 
in late 1957, Including a “greatest 
in the world” voting by readers of 
Melody Maker and the naming of 
the “Atomic Mr. Basie” album as’ 
best jazz disk ef 1958 by the News 
Chronicle. 

On his opening date, at London’s 
Royal Festival on Saturday, 
Feb. 7, the Mr. Basie was positively 
hydrogenic. In View of that fame 
and that standout success of the 
two previous tours, the near-capac- 
ity audience would prebably have 
been all-out for the Cornt any- 
how; but it had immediate 
too, for its hefty applause. 

Overall assessment was that, 
since its last in-person hearings 
the orch had improved as an orch, 
was even more authoritative and 
reposeful-seeming in its group 
work. The personnel was the same, 

Joe Williams clicked solidly with 
ballads as well as blues, even 
though the big sound almost 
drowned him out here and there. 
And the Count himself? As superb- 
ly competent and unruffled as ever, 


Tredful to .be back again” and ac- 
cepting his Melody Maker award 
with inoffénsive casualness. 


Presentation. was marred only 





Robbins’ ‘Sing Out’ Book 
With 200 Top Standards 


Jack Robbins’ new song book, 
“Sing Out,” edited and with new 
lyrics by Noble Cain, wellknown in 
the school, educational and indus- 
trial fields, will contain a number 
of recently added PDs such as, 
Victor Herbert's “Gypsy Love’ 
Song,” Sousa’s “Stars and Stripes,” 
plas “To a Wild Rose (new lyric), 
“Sweet Rosie O'Grady," “Side- 
walks of New York,” “My Wild 
Irish Rose,” et al. 

It’s a first folio grouping of such 
diverse former copyrights, primed 
not only for schools and colleges 
but industrial and fraternal or- 


Frost A&R for Urania 


Tom Frost has moved in to Uran- 
ia Records as artists & repertoire 
director. 

Before joining Urania, Frost had 
been with Decca’s Records clas- 
sical division for five years. 
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Mar, 16—-TOWN 
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THE QUEEN OF THE BLUES 


DINAH WASHINGTON 


Feb. 22—ACADEMY OF MUSIC, Phila. 
Feb. 27—RIVIERA CLUB, St. Lovis 
Mar. 3—VILLAGE VANGUARD, New York (2 weeks) 


Mar. 27—TOWN HILL, Brooklyn, N.Y. (1 week) 
MERCURY RECORDS 


TAVERN, Toronto 
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748 Pitth Ave. 208 N.Wabash Ave 407 Lincoin Rd. - 9619 Sunset Bivd. 
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iby some oceasionally erratic spot- 
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New York 


Enoch Light, a&r chief at Grand 
Awards Records, will give a series 
of lectures at 
course, “Techniques of Sound Pro- 
duction for Recording and Broad- 
casting” . Paul Anka slated to 
tour South America in March . 

Jce Bushkin guest stars on the Bell 


Telephone Hour (NBC-TV) March | 22¢ Jazz groups, instrumentalists 


4... Mitzi Mason appearing re- 
gularly on Bert Parks’ “NBC Band- 
stand” . Bobby Freeman guests 


on Dick Clark’s ABC-TV show Sat- | 


urday (28 . Fourth “Jazz Pro- 


files’ concert set for Circle-In-The- 
Square Theatre, Greenwich Vil- | 
lage, March 6. 


Polly Bergen’s new Columbia re- 
lease, ‘He Didn’t Call,” was writ- 
ten by Joe Sauter and Norm Blag- 
man, salesmen at the Strand Mu- | 


NYU’s summer} 





} 
} 





sic Shop, N. Y. . . . Maynard Fer- | 
guson will appear as guest trumpet 
soloist with the New York Phil- 
harmonic April 16-19 .-. . Swiss| 


ae Margrit Weber to tour the 
).S. during the 1959-60 season . . 
Avalon guests on 





Frankie 








MUSIC BY 
JESSE GREER 


KITTY FROM 
KANSAS CITY 


Vocal - Instrumental 
Published by 
FEIST 

















LATEST RELEASE 
JOHNNY NASH 
sings 
AS TIME 
GOES BY 


b/w 
The Voice Of Love 
996 
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FROM MPHC 


PDEARER THAN DEAR 


ROGER WILLIAMS KAPP 


THE HA 
ang ree 


TRUST IN ME 


PATTI PAGE MERCURY 





Mills > 


HIT. REMINDERS ..2 





(The Sweetest Kisses 
Of Them All) 


@ GIRL OF MY DREAMS 
MILLS MUSIC, INC, 











XTH HAPPIN 


THE CHILDREN’S 
MARCHING SONG 


cr 
win 

















lowed the Bob Kess group into 
‘| Stardust Loung ~ 


Boone’s tv show March 5. 

Jack Mills will take in the Amer- 
ican Bandmasters Assn. Conven- 
tion in Miami, March 4-7, during 
his winter holiday in Sarasota, 
The Mills Music topper will be 
accompanied by his wife. 


London 


Several top dancebands, skiffle 


and vocalists will take 
BBC's fifth Festival of Dance 
Music at Royal Albert Hall on 
March 21, April 4 and April 11. 
First concert, “Down Beat,” will 
feature the Oscar Rabin orchestra, 
|Bob Miller & The Millermen, 
Sheila Buxton and others; second 
sesh titled “Pop Beat” will have 
singers Ronnie Carroll, Gary Mil- 
ler, Glen Mason and Jackie Rae 
| together with unannounced bands; 
third called “Big Beat’ will be 
headlined by the Ted Heath group, 
Ronnie Aldrich & Squadcats and 
others : . . Shirley Bassey, whose 
Philips disk, “As 1 Love You,” tops 
VariETy’s current list of British 
Disk Bestsellers, is now repre- 
| sented solely by the Jock Jacobsen 
office . Arlene Fontana skedded 
to travel from America for an 
ATV “Sunday Night at London 
Palladium” spot in mid-March, to- 
gether with other stints promoted 
by Pye, which handles her diskwise 

. Pearl Carr and Teddy Johnson, 
who represent Britain in this year’s 
final of the Eurovision Song Con- 
test, appear in the Ted Ray Show 
on BBC-TV Saturday (28) .. . Reg 
Owen, whose recording of “Man- 
hattan Spiritual” has hit the U.S. 
Top 29. plans to fly te America 
April for a four-week tour... 
Johnnie Ray and Connie Francis 
to do a show together on ATV, but 
plans not yet finalized. 


Hollywood 

Columbia Records will host a 
press-deejay party for Erroll Gar- 
ner at the Crescendo Friday (27). 
Pianist arrives here this week prior 
to a tour which kicks off Saturday 
(28) . . . Connie Towers will cut a 
new album for United Artists Rec- 
ords March 8 . . . Chris Allen is 
prepping a “Huckleberry Hound” 
album for Colpix, based on Hanna 
and Barbera Productions’ “Huckle- 
berry Hound” tv series. 

Mamie Van Doren cuts her first 
Dot ‘album upon completion of 
“The Big Operator” at Metro... 
Songstress Lynn Franklin has left 
Si Zentner’s band to return to her 
old boss Charlie Barnet. Sandi 
Garner is Zentner’s new band 
chirp . . . Ann Sothern's new al- 
bum for Hi-Fi Records is tagged 
“Adult (Sothern) Westetn Songs” 
, .. Composer-conductor Jack Mar- 
shall waxed four new sides for 
Verve. 


part in 


Chicago 

Guy Lombardo orch set for the 
Minneapolis Home Builders Show 
March 14-27 . . . Dukes of Dixie- 
land got started last week at 
the Blue Note for two rounds, with 
Gerry Mulligan and Art Van 
Damme Quintet due in March 4... 
Ramsey Lewis Trio, erstwhile 
house combo at the Cloister here, 
Bes eight days at Peacock Alley, 

it. Louis, starting March 27. They 
reopen at Cloister April 6, replac- 
ing the Pat Moran Trio, which com- 
mences Meb. 17 . Berj Vaughn 
combo to Town Casino here Feb. 


Pittsburgh 

Carmen Cavallaro has two re- 
placements in his trio at Holiday 
House: Paul Guerrero for Buffy 
Dee on drums and Lee Robinson, 
ex-Joe Mooney Quartet, on guitar 
instead of Jimmy Norton .. . Max 
Roach combo held over for another 
week at Crawford Grill . Henry 
Mazer, for 12 years conductor of 
the Wheeling, W. Va., Symphony, 
has resigned to baton the Florida 
State Symph with headquarters in 
Orlando. He'll remain in Wheeling, 








however, over the summer to di- 
rect “Music Under Stars” series at 
Oglebay Park . Walt; Harper’s 
band opened two-weeker Monday 
(23) at Pirates Den of Bresiner 
Hotel in Ligonier .. . Zane Knauss, 
p.a. of Pittsburgh Symphony, pro- 
moting an all-Pitt jazz concert at 
Carnegie Music = Saturday 
afternoon, March Kentuck- 
fans booked solid for the summer 
= Atlantic City and Wildwood . 
Jerry Betters foursome has’ fol- 
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Boston Spots im Trouble As Hangouts 
For Prosties; Navy Off-Limits 16; Plea 
: By Solon to Alter 260-Year-Old Law 


reason why I had a bill filed in the 


 Bosten, Feb. 24. 
this year seeking to 


The lid was clamped on 16 night | 44 
spots by Adm. Richard Espee, com- | tighten the laws on prostitution. 
mandant of the First Naval Dis-| hope the Legislature will act upon 
trict, following a report by the|it| speedily. The present archaic 
American Social Hygiene Assn.| law handcuffs the police from ar- 
that prosties openly ply their trade| resting these girls who hang 
{n 25 Boston bars, cafes and hotels. | around in these places. Under that 
The 16 niteries were put off-limits | law, they have to be under surveil- 
last week because of reports of| lance for three months before we 
vice conditions “detrime"tal to|can take action on them. 
morals and welfare of armci serv- 


ices personnel.” on 
The Hygiene Assn. report, one of | knows of these conditions and give 


125 studies of commercialized vice,| him any information the depart- 
made in 125 qe ws dur-| ment has 
ing 1958, was initiat e re- 
pont of the Armed Forces U. S.| could provide for action by. the li- 
Public Health a and local | censing 
officials and agencies. 
Clayton C. Jones, the associa-| mot use as evid Less 
tion’s regional director for New| than a week ago, Lt. Edward Biake, 
England, said: “The Bostom survey | head of the police vice squad, de- 
revealed that pang oy eee? ae; clared at a legislative hearing = 
cessible in many bars, Ss . 
cafes, were open in their solicita-| ing back 260 years, has made Bos- 
tion and did not appear to fear de-| ton a haven for professional vice 
tention or arrest. Several identi-| girls, married women and high- 
fied themselves as married women school students engaging in ‘part 
with children and others: as re-| time’ prostitution. 
cently having come to Boston from| He pleaded for immediate revi- 
other cities.” sion of the law, which he said, in 
The report said that many of the| effect, gives a three months’ li- 
rosties have been imported from | cense to prosties to operate. 
Jew York and Philadelphia. Fees| Night spots and bars named !n 
range from $10 to $25. Copies of} the report are located in Scollay 
the report were released to the| Square, the Back Bay, and around 
Boston Licensing Board, the police | Washington and Essex Sts. the re- 
commissioner, the state department | port charges. ~ 
of publie health, the state society 
for social hygiene and to command- 


ers of the Armed Forces. The Boston, Feb. 24 
state’s Beverages Commission re-j} An order will be filed by Ed- 
quested a copy. ward F. Jr., city coun- 
Chairman Clarence R: Elam of) cil prexy, to have the Boston Li- 
the local Meensing board said: “I | censing reveal publicly the 


will call in licenses of all nlaces| names of 18 night spots, includinz 
named in the report. and individu-| four 
against allowi 


ally warn them ing| complaints involving prostitution. 
such violations. In the event that said he would act at 


these complaints are s 'the council's next meeting Mon- 


b lice investigation. action will | day (2). 
be taken elther to suspend ar re “The vice situation in Boston as 


voke licenses.” 
Elam pointed out that the Hy- 
giene Assn. does not allow - -e 
appear before 
pa mae an gy ey Police commis- | that such a condition should be 
‘s F. stated: “We | allowed te grow to such a propo:- 
in re- | tion as indicated without action be- 
_ taken by the proper authoc- 
es.” 


Sheraton’s 1-Yr. A.C. Try; 
Sells Ritz for $4,000,000 


Atlantic City, Feb. 24. 


| 







revealed by a 

ican Social Hygiene Association is 
shocking,” he said. “It seems 
to any responsible person 








Ijleft to the Police Dept. 


report of the Amer- | 


AGVA ANKLES TEST ON 
NY. PERMITS FOR ACTS 


The American Guild of Variety 
Artists has voted to abstain from 
participation in the test case to 
determine the legality of police 
permits fer performers working in 
New York City, The recent na- 
tional board medting voted to ac- 
cept the recommendation of its na- 
tional administrative secretary, 
Jackie Bright, that the issue be 


Bright said he had conferred 
with the police commissioner on 
the matter, and while no promises 
of any kind has been made, he 
was hopeful that something would 
be done. 

Presently, attorney Maxwell 
Cohen is trying the case in the 
courts on behalf of a group of mu- 
sicians. The union was asked to 
enter the case as a “friend of the 
court.” 


Dave Gardner, 7 Others 
Of Show Biz Booked For 
Court Date on Drug Rap 


Atlanta, Feb. 24. 

Dave Gardner, night club and 
television performer, is scheduled 
te appear in Municipai Court Fri- 
day (27) on charges of violating 
the state narcotics law. 

Eleven others, seven of them 
nitery entertainers, were ordered 
heid for the Fulton County Grand 
Jury under $5,000 bonds each on 
similar charges after their appecr- 
anee in Municipal Court. , 

Gardner had been playing a two- 
week date at Domino Lounge in 
the Imperial Hotel and was srrest- 
ed on charges of possessing dan- 
gerous drugs. He had his case post- 
poned in Municipal Court and re- 
assigned. Gardner claimed he had 
a prescription for the dmigs police 
said were seized in his hotel room 
on the night of Feb. 13. 

Ten who waived preliminary 
hearing were listed as Clarence 
Eugene Henrichson, 33, Mobile, 
Ala., a bandleader; his wife, Mrs. 








Sylvia Elizabeth Hendrichson, 39; 
and band members James Gerald 
Gathright, 31, Tampa; Charles Jos- | 
eph Ownes, 29, Baltimore; and Ger- 
ald Clinton Sanders, Pensacola, | 
Fla. 

Pair of comedians, Jacob Jack | 
Eagle, 32, Brooklyn, and Frank 
Man, 33, Springfield, N. J., plus 
| Domino Lounge pianist John Aus-| 
| tin Propst, 25, of a Peachtree Road 
jaddress here, Arthur M. Ged-| 
j uldig, 22, of a Myrtle St. address, | 
| and Miss Earl Dean Castillo, 24, | 
| of a Monroe Drive, N.E. apartment, | 
were identified by 





detectives | 
|as frequent visitors to night etabe, | 
| Mrs. Maudia Lee Carney Lloyd, 


nudity or any special type of show | 


‘Nevada areas—I’m not pro-prosti- | 


Inside Stuff—Vaude 


Construction of an 800-seat convention center at the Dunes Hotel, 
Las Vegas, is to start in two weeks, and will be completed, according 
to hotel prexy Major A. Riddle, by April 1. New building will be in- 
tegrated in the south side of the hotel with electronically controlled 
walls to divide the new wing into four separate rooms when needed. 
Cenvention hall program is in keeping with the setup in most of the 
—_ — inns, which have confab buildings already completed or in 

works. 





Charlotte, N. C., is one of the “meetingest” towns in America, and 
now the Charlotte clowns are organized. The organization, which holds 
monthly meetings, is Carolina Clowns Inc., a group of local men whe 
like to clown around in clown uniforms. They get a big kick out of it 
—and they do a lot of good. They give scores of free performances in 
the area, including many hospital visits. 





A bill to be introduced to the Connecticut General Legislature 
would ban boxing in the state. Two showplaces, State Theatre and 
Foot Guard Armory, would be affected in Hartford. Both are used for 
boxing shows. Various auditoriums and arenas throughout the state 
would be affected if the bill becomes law. Proposal is now up for com- 
mittee study. 


Because they want te devote themselves to “other interests,” Frank 
Mangam and his wife are looking for a buyer for their Mangam’s Cha- 
teau in Lyons, Iil., just outside Chicago. The 20-year-old nitery is 
probably one of the most successful outlying cafes in the country, and 
their asking price is $1,000,000. So far, it's understood, couple has had 
at least two substantial offers. 


Cover-Up Not Seen in Vegas Cards 
As Nev. Wins Ist Round Vs. Nudes 


Las Vegas, Feb. 24. | Several hundred thousand people. 
Although the bill aimed at out- | pas — 2 Thang Rey a 
" | pr se who new 
femme shows cleared its Arst legis | NS, 0 exPect, because the show 
lative hurdle with ease Friday Only” Stardust wtiiclaie put r~ 
bp aims — ~ — one ‘the | latest attendance figure at 355,000. 
The measure was passed for As- 
reutne go back to the bras sembly action by a 15-1 vote, with 
A check of civic leaders and | rag acer may Peng an copes 
heads of chambers of conwmerce in exposure of those parts of the 
southern Nevada shows that senti-| human torso customarily kept cov- 
ment is in favor of defeating the | ered in th f others.” 
bill. The director of a chamber of | ee ee eee 
commerce in a nearby town, who | : ~ 9M it can come up for final 
asked that his name be omitted | Pues) > ins ioe Oe ard 
for the time being, said that he! +0. on Morals — 
would personally protest to Gov. | >; 
Grant Sawyer before the bill comes B Las vr che B. oe 
up fer Assembly vote. fret os ed that several of the 
fae _ _ | club floorshows “have exceeded the 
It’s not that I am endorsing | bounds of morality.” 
| One of the sponsors, Sen. Floyd 
presented by a Las Vegas hotel,” | amb, Democrat of Lincoln County, 
he told Variety. “The issue is that | added that local authorities haven't 
state government should not usurp |moved against the bare-bosom 
local powers. Prostitution is per-| shows “because they won't face the 


mitted by local option in certain | heat.” 

















tution, but I still think the people | 
who live in the area should decide | 
for themselves what is legal in| 
their own neighborhood, and not 
a handful of politicians who live 
several hundred miles away. 


“This is a show (the Lido de 







|24, roommate of Miss Castillo,| Paris at the Stardust) where some 
|pleaded immocent to the charge. | of the chorus girls don't wear bras- 
| Judge James Webb ordered her Sieres, and it has been seen by 





GATE 
















Sale of the Sheraton Ritz-Carlton 
w means the Sheraton 
SM ASH HIT hotel chain is pulling out of At- 
lantic one year’s try, 
THE GLAMOROUS NEW was announced here last week. The 
HOTEL {17-story hostelry was 

. sold to a headed 
Frank Moss, presently the owner of 

ss ge he ye here. 
- joined raten chain last 
Show folks are sgving about the = | in January, 1958, when it was pur- 
all new Hotel Avery. All new, large, © | chased for $4,250,000 to become the 
beautifully furnished deiuxe rooms = | 47th hotel in that chain. Since 
with private bath and television. % | that time, hotel corporation has 
Many Air Conditioned. spent some $800,000 in improve- 





. Moss group is reported to 
bought the notel for 


is pulling out of At- 
chain 








have. 










i 





‘San Francisco, Feb. 24. 
The Danny. Kaye show at the 





rave reviews. 





The DEEP RIVER 


Starring HARRY 


by | hour chase from Atlanta to Mari- 






held on the same $5,000 bond. 
Meanwhile, Eddie Hoskins, 35- 

year-old Hazard, Ky., blues singer, 

who led police on a 120-mile-per- 


etta, was identified as the bandit 
who robbed a South Atlanta super- 
market, police said. Detectives said 
witnesses identified Hoskins in 
connection with a robbery of Aus- 
tin’s Supermarket which netted the 
robber $46. Judge Webb ordered | 
Hoskins held without bond on one 
count of arined robbery. 


GEO. RAFT NIXES BID 








TO FRONT’ N.Y. RIVIERA 


George Raft. who had been en- 
tertainment director of the Capri 
| Hotel, Havana, until casino opera- 
| tions stopped because of the revo-| 
lution, has turned down a bid to 
“front” the Riviera, N. Y. He had 
been talking a deal with Dave 
Shear, Boston shoe manufacturer 
who is a major owner of the cafe. 

Terms were said to be a token 
salary and a profits-participation 
deal, whith t felt wasn’t what 
he wan 

As things now stand, Raft is not 
sure about a return to Havana. He 
wants to see how his film, with 
Marilyn Monroe, “Some Like It 
Hot,” comes out. He’s set to return 
to the Coast Saturday (28). 

The Riviera is set to reopen with 
“Newcomers of 1928" March 12 Bill 
] Miller, who had been in.6n the 














salary rift. 





QUARTET 


Chester Hale to Stage | = (World Tour) 
‘Holiday on Ice’ in USSR’ Curroatty 
Chester ~ hit been signed to PHILLIP! NES 
stage the “Holiday on Ice” show { anva) 


that is slated to play the Soviet | 
Union. He will leave late this week 
for Copenhagen, where rehearsals | Dir.: BIRNEY GOLDEN 


will be held, thence to Getteburg | IRCLE ARTISTS CORP 
for additional practice and finally | o pa a ¥ 4 


inte Russia for a preem in Moscow, | 
March 27 and then te Leningrad. PL 7-7100 

e = 
Singers and Musicians 


Upon his return Hale will start 
rehearsing the new “Holiday” edi- 

desiring to appear on 
Okays Mad. Sq. Sale radio 


tion which will open during August 
program 
apply in person at 
New York Federal Court last 


AVAILABLE IN MAY 











in Sioux City. 
week okayed the purchase of con- Hi-Fl HQ. 


trol of Madison Square Garden to 234 East 46th St., New York 
the Graham Paige investment com- |{ Set. 2-5 P.M. Mon.-Sat. 

pany. James Norris and Arthur 
Wirtz sold their dominant shares 


i accordance wiih a previous antl! SPECIAL MATERIAL ! 


trust edict which also called for 
dissolution of the International 











Boxing Club. = = fp A yh, AN 


G-P, at least for the time being, te 
plans to continue operation of 
Gotham’s ‘noted sports arena as/ 
it has been run in past. 


STRANGE - ODD -WEIRO -: 
FANTASTIC - UNBELIEVABLE 
HAVE MAGIC CARPET WILL FLY 
‘s/q WEST. TS 
< 2 r oy ‘ 
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GVA-AFM TIE VS. TAPED MUSIC 





Union Hits MCA for Dual 


Role In Ore. 


Expo As Violation 





Portland, Ore., Feb.24. + 


A crushing hassle between the 
Music Corp. of America and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
is in the air over the Oregon Cen- 
tennial Exposition contract. The 
OCE Commission recently signed a 
pact with MCA which supposedly 
set the agency in a position as an 
employee of the expo charged with 
presenting acts to the Commission 
for booking during the 100 days of | 
stageshows next June to Septem- 
ber. A budget of $455,000 has 
been earmarked for talent only. 

The hassle is about to erupt be- 
cause AGVA’s rule B-51 has been 
allegedly violated by MCA. If so, 
the agency will either have to with- 
draw from the fat contract or give 
up its franchise. It is rumored 
that a letter has been sent by 
AGVA brass to the MCA top eche- 
lon informing them of the violation 
and asking them which role they 
will take. Rule B-51 prohibits an 
agency from acting both as a rep 
of an employer (the export in this 
case) and the performer. 

AGVA claims MCA cannot work 
for both the Centennial Commis- 
sion and do an acceptable job of 
representing the individual per- 
formers it has signed to contracts. 
Local bookers state that as an 
agency specifically representing 
certain performers, it has no right 
also to work in the capacity of 
house booker. 

This contract between MCA and 
the Commission has caused fire- 
works on the local scene for many 
months—even before the official 
signing. There appear to be many 
unorthodox conditions in the deal 
such as: 

(1) The commission is required 
to furnish an office and secretarial 
assistance to an MCA rep in Port- 
land. Local bookers are in an up- 
roar about tais. (Jerry Perrencio 
of the Hollywood MCA office took 
over his office here earlier this 
week.) 

(2) MCA will receive 10% of the 
gross on the shows, but local book- 
ers feel that, asa house booker, 
the agency should only receive 5% 
if they were not in violation of 
B-51. 

(3) The Commission. itself must 
pay the AGVA welfare trust fund 
of $2.50 per performer each week. | 
This is usually put up by the pro- 
ducer of the package. 


Brit. All-Industry Tax 
Committee to Commons 
To Ask No Admish Duty 


London, Feb. 24. 

Deputatiof from the All-Indus- 
try Tax Committee of the British 
film industry, which went to the 
House of Commons last Wednesday 
(18) to press for total abolition 
of the admissions tax, received a} 
cordial reception from the 150 or | 
more members of Parliament} 
present. } 

Case was put by R. G. Leach, | 
chairman of AITC; Sir Alec Guin- 
ness, independent exhibitor B. L. 
Anderson and_ producer Sydney | 
Box, aided by a statistical handout | 
and a 12-minute film compiled for | 
the occasion. | 

Biggest impact, on sober lines, 
was scored probably by. exhibitor 
Anderson who claimed that if the 
tax weren't removed his three the- 
atres would face closure. On the 
lighter side, actress Yvonne Mitch- 
ell, one of a thesp contingent 
which also included Anna Neagle, 
Janette Seott, Richard Todd, Felix 
Aylmer, Petty Cummins and John 
Gregson as well as Guinness, made 
a hit in answering a question from 
an M.P. about. time allegedly 
wasted in production. 


é ? 
Blackouts’ 356, L.A., 9th 
Los Angeles, Feb. 24. 

“Ken Murray’s Blackouts of 
1959” continues to show strengih 
at the boxoffice. 

Revue racked up $35,000 last 
week in ninth frame at the Riiz 
Theatre, 




















K. C. Auto Show Names 


Kansas City, Feb. 24. 

Annual Auto Show opens a nine- 
day run Feb. 28 in Municipal Audi- 
torium. Entertainment for show has 
been set by Tony DiPardo-Tommy 
Reed Inc., booking office estab- 
lished by pair of orch leaders here 
few months back. 

They ‘are bringing in the Billy 
Williams Quartet for the whole run 
and also splitting time between 
Jimmy Rodgers, in for first half, 
and Peggy King, second half. 


Self-Piloted Acts 
Get ‘Smeared By 





Big % ers: Breen : 


Vancouver, Feb. 24. 


Self-managed acts are being 
“murdered” per verbal ambush by 
the major talent agencies, says one- 
time moppet film star Bobby 
Breen. “They’re using the phone 
to slaughter us besides selling their 
own names,” he states. 

Breen, currently at the Cave 
nitery here, finds he can’t shake 
the “has-been” and “making-a- 
comeback” status, albeit he’s 
played the bistro circuit since exit 
from Army 10 years ago, and as- 
serts such “knockery” was tried on 
new boniface Ken Stauffer prior 
to stint’s opener. “They even told 
Lou Walters I was ‘hard to get 
along with’,” some months ago and 
bookings get tougher to clinch.” 

Warbler cites Paul Gilbert, sing- 
ing comic just closed here, as 
typical of a talent “held down” by 


agency sniping and the snide label | 


gambit. Both acts negotiate , 
through Dave Brenower, Los An- 
geles. 


Gripe is no sour grapes situation, 
but a menace that’s growing, states 
Breen, who's being held over at 
Cave to Mid-March. 


ATTENTION CARNIES: 
CAL WON'T BE SAFE 


Sacramento, Cal., Feb. 24. 





Bill introduced last week into | 


the California Legislature provides 
that carnival employees would have 
to register with the State Director 
of Professional and Vocational 
Standards and registration could 


‘be suspended for: 


1) Dishonesty or fraud; 

2) A bad moral character, intem- 
perate habits, or a bad reputation 
for truth, honesty and integrity; 

3) Conviction of a felony; 

4) Any act for which registration 
is required; 

5) Knowingly falsifying any in- 
formation stbmitted te carnival 
owner. ‘ 


The bill, introduced by Assem- | 


blyman Alan Pattee, a Salinas 
Republican, provides for a long list 
of detailed information, including 
aliases used, explanations of all 
felony convictions, recent photo 
and “a classifiable set of finger- 
prints.” 

Bill also says: 

“Any employee who knowingly 
falsifies the fingerprints or photo- 
graph submitted . . . is guilty of a 
felony. Any person who violates 
any other provision . . . is guilty 
of a misdemeanor punishable by 
fine not to exceed $500 or by im- 
prisonment in the county jail not 
to exceed one year, or by both...” 

Bill defines carnival as a “com- 
bination of two or more sideshows. 
vaudeville attractions, games of 
chance and other amusement rides 
or devices, excludes nonprofit ac- 
tivities and _ single- admission 
theatres. 





Harry Adler recuperating at the 
University Hospital, N. Y. follow- 
ing an_acute attack of stomaeh aii- 
ment. He collapsed last week while 
at the Copacabana. 


WIN COURT'S OX 
ON GAFE PICKET 


+ Milwaukée, Feb. 24. 


Continued picketing of the Club 
Terris was greenlighted here last 
week (17) in a significant Circuit 
Court decision that went against 
the strip nitery after a five-months- 
old duei over the use of taped mu- 
sic versus live musicians. 

The club sought, but was denied, 
an injunction to halt picketing by 
members of Local 8, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, and the 
American Guild of Variety Artists. 
Judge Michael T. Sullivan, who 
presided at a three-day hearing, 
also awarded the defendants $25 
each in costs. 


Struggle Since Sept. 


+ The club has been picketed (save 


for a short period) since last Sept. 
15, when operator Tommy Terris 
supplanted three AFMers_ with 
taped music to assist the exotics. 
Local 10 promptly threw up a pick- 
‘et line, and- midwest regional 
|AGVA chief Ernie Fast ordered 





;compliance by the dancers. Terris 
| backed down, but a month later re- 
| instated tape, the musicians re- 
| sumed their march, and the peelers 
again strelled out. Non-AGVA 
dancers came in, and on Dec. 15 
Fast notified Terris his spot was on 
the union’s unfair list. 

Terris then obtained a restrain- 
ing order limiting the pickets to 
one from each union, and next 
moved for the permanent injunc- 
tion order. 

The defendants claimed Terris 
tried to confuse the legal issue, in 
part by also seeking to pin a sec- 
ondary boycott charge on AGVA. 
Judge Sullivan’s edict, however, 
held that the “essential and only 
dispute was the use of taped mu- 
sic.” Although the musicians had 
‘no pact originally with the club, 
| the court found: 

Court Upholds Striking 

“Members of a union such as the 
musicians have a right to strike if 
objectionable machinery is used; a 
member may lawfully refuse to 
work in the presence of a ma- 
chine.” 

The bench also decided that 
AGVA had not pressured Terris to 
compel the non-union strips to 
sign up with the union. 

Local 64 of the Bartenders’ union 
had also walked out, but aban- 
doned picket participation last 








: 
| considered in the court decision. 
In the course of the hearing, 
| Fast related a bribe offer of $200 
early in the dispute from a rela- 
tive of Terris." The union exec 
| Said it was made to halt AGVA's 
| picketing. He also recited a threat 
to him by Terris of physical vio- 
lence if he (Fast) tried to unionize 
| the non-AGVA exotics. Neither 
claim by Fast was rebutted in 
court. 
Apart from the decision’s future 
effect on similar disputes, the case 
| Was signficant for the unusual 
|Show of unity between AFM and 
| AGVA, and betokens a growing 
cordiality between the two. 
Meanwhile, Terris is continuing 
| to use tape and non-union dancers, 
j and AGVA, according to Fast, 
| plans to intensify its picketing. 
| Terris hasn’t announced plans 
/yet for an appeal (to the State 
| Supreme Court), although such a 
move is considered remote by 
court observers. 














Out of U: 


Honeluip/ Feb. 24, 
Floorshowe the Waikiki 
Sands nitery ® got an un- 


billed and} fbeat added at- 
traction. 
Night mandger David Young 


apprehended a gZ service- 
man on the floor of an upstairs 
dining room. Youth claimed 
he was an entertainer and 
was just waiting for the next 
show to start. Would-be enter- 
tainer was stark naked. “= 
Police wrapped him up it. 
a tab’e eloth and charged-him * 
yer! lewd and ‘ascivious con- 
aie 2 





Nov. 26 and was not, therefore, | 


CARD HUB ARTS FETE 


Casino Action Back at El Rancho 
After 2-Day Halt; 


3986 to Aronoff 





Friars’ Sea-Note 

The Friars are holding a 
week’s cruise-outing starting 
May 22. Club has taken space 
on the S.S. Nassau for a ride 
down to Nassau and return. 

Eddie Elkort of General Ar- 
tists Corp. is heading the 
cruise committee. 





Caribe Hoteliers 


To Fla.: Let Our 


Revolutions Be 


Port au Prince, Feb, 24. 

The hotelmen of the Caribbean 
area cre hopeful that a peace treaty 
ean be effected between their pub- 
licity and propaganda forces and 
those of Miami Beach. The islands, 
particularly Haiti and Cuba, have 
long complained that the Miami 
papers have been blowing up the 
political differences of the area, 
in order to dissuade Florida va- 
eationers from indulging in island- 
hopping. 

The ho‘elmen have long held 
|that the Miami papers have gone 
out of their way to blow up stories 
of revolutions, climatic disturb- 
j}ances, strikes, transportation dif- 
|ficulties, and other michans that 
| have hit the Caribe and West In- 
dian areas over the years. 

The island spokesmen feel that 
there is now an excellent peg for 
peace overtures. 

Florida isn’t having one of its 
more brilliant seasons despite the 
political difficulties in Cuba, the 
Dominican Republic and Haiti par- 
ticularly. Therefore, they believe, 
the belaboring of the misfortunes 
of the small countries, which de- 
pend on a healthy percentage of 
their revenué from tourism, hasn't 
brought any additional business to 
| Florida. 

On the other hand, the Caribe 
|bonifaces and merchan:s declare 
| that both resert areas can be mu- 
tually beneficial. The island coun- 











tries could promote a stop at 
Miami Beach either on the way to 
or on the way beck from toe Is- 
lands. They could also list attrac- | 
tions at the Florida hotels and nit- 
eries or special events in the area, | 
as a jure for a stopover. 

The island businessmen say that 
the stories in the Florida papers | 
over the years, particularly since 
the advent cf bigtime gambling in 
Havana, have become more vitr°olic. 
Feeling now is that since these 
stories haven't done anything tc 
help Florida tourism, Florida cou) 
do better to change to a more po~’- 
tive approach about their own ai- | 
tributes, and stop- knocking the | 
islands. 





AGAIN—BUT WHERE? 


Boston, Feb. 24. 
Plans for town's annual cuffo | 
cultural combo, the Boston Arts 
Festival, are underway. The 
eighth of series is skedded to start | 
June 5 and continue for 17 days | 
and nights with a legit presenta- 
tion, jazz night, ballet, and opera 
among the highlights. 
The festival has been held in| 
the Public Garden with annual | 
protests from the park commission- 
ers that the crowds were harming 
the flowers and grass. Announce- 
ment of where the festival will be 
held this ye.. has not yet been 
made. . 


‘Holiday’ Icer Bis 1506 


“Holiday On Ice” beat its high 
mark of last year by $30,000 during 
its lj-day run in. Atlanta. Show 
hit $150,000. 

Layout ope _ Feb.* 12 and 











| for Oldsmobile’s 





Las Vegas, Feb. 24. 

Benjamin Aronoff's attachment 
which throttled the casino action 
at El Rancho Vegas Hote! for more 
than two days disappeared 
Wednesday (18) as rapidly and 
mysteriously as it had come. 

District Judge George Marshall 
signed an order Wednesday re- 
leasing the attachment on Beldon 
Katleman’s hotel. Three guards 
who had been hired to protect the 
vast cache of equipment impound- 
ed by Aronoff, the Toledc, O., 
businessman who is Katleman’'s 
former partner, were discharged. 

“La Nouvelle Eve” layout cona- 
tinued during the casino shut- 
down, the hotel rooms and restau- 
rant remained open. A gala re- 
opening, complete with search- 
lights, heralded the roil of the 
dice again Wednesday night. 

There was no announcement 
from either side concerning the 
terms of the settlement, except 
that Aronoff would be paid the 
$398,000 he claims Katleman owes 
him. But how or when was not 
disclosed. 

Earlier in the day, Katleman 
said that the largest cash bond in 
history would be posted, but this 
didn’t materialize. 

For two nights Katleman footed 
the liquor bill for the hotel cus- 
tomers. With his own liquor sup- 
ply under attachment, he had a 
special supply of minatures sent 
in which he gave away to dining 
room and lounge eustomers. 

The ajtachment, levied the pre- 
vious onday morning, resulted 
in the sheyifi’s department taking 
possession of all slot machines, 
gaming equipment, $20,000 in the 
casino cage, the liquor, and ac- 
counts in local banks. 

Aronoff said tie £393,000 was 
the balance of his investment, 
made slightly over a year ago, 
when he bought 4¢°% of the hoiel 
stock. 


Hayes-Henderson Reveat 
At Maisonette Amid Clds 
Bow; Dot Shay Vice Jutie 


Bill Hayes and Florence Hender- 
son’s March 5 return to the Hotel 
St. Regis’ Maisonette, N.Y. will 
overlap with their kickoff as hosts 
industrial show 
which opens March 25. In actuality, 





| their nitery act is bankrolied by 


Olds, including the nw special ma- 
terial by Bobby Kroll and staging 
by Carol Haney. Both also have a 
number of pre-booked Jack Paar 
NEC-TV guestings. 

Dorothy Shay wi.l sub Julie 
Wilson for the Maisonette windup. 
This would have marked the lIat- 
ier’s second date within the same 
1958-59 season, but she is going 
out with the new George Oppen- 
heimer (updated book)—Jerome 
Whyte (producer) version’of “Babes 
In Arms,” which Richard Rodgers 
is personally supervising. 

When “Babes” opens at the 
Royal Poinciana, Playhouse; Palm 
Beach, on March 30, Miss Wilson 
will double imto the Celebrity 
Room. She will spot ‘her saioon 
dates, via Barron Polan manage- 
ment, in like manner as the 1959 
version of the yesteryear Rodgers 
& Hart click musical goes out on 
tour. Her nitery act will be g2ared 
to the R&H medley, and she is 
also disking a new R&H album to 
be plugged during the tour. 
“Babes” opers April 6 for two 
weeks at the Coconut Grove Thea- 
tre, Miami, and starting mid-May it 
will tour the musical tents from 
Rhode Island to Dalias. 


US, Rubber’s POP Stake 


Santa Monica, Feb. 24. 

U.S. Rubber has bought into Pa- 
cific Ocean Park and will. oper- 
ate the new Mystery~Island con- 
cession when the spot reopens 
May 29. 

Attraction will feature the U.S. 
Rubber Plantation Train, trans 

rting passengers through tropi- 
cal jufgles, an earthqueke, a “live” 
voleano and a violent thinder- 





(sed Sunday (22). {storm 
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US. Ops of Caban Casinos Don't Know 
Whether Next Roll Will Be Their Last 


The casinos in Havana opened 
last week, but the American op- 
erators are not happy about the 
entire proposition. Most of them 
are edgy, not knowing whether it's 
the purpose of the Castro govern- 
ment to give them the heave, ence 
the situation eases and the tourist 
biz ‘is a little more secure, or 
Whether the government will per- 
mit continued longterm operation. 

The casino operators, it’s known, 
had to shell out seven wi sal- 
ary to al] employees upon demand 
of the Confectionary & Gastro- 
nomic Workers Unien, which con- 
trols the restaurant and casino 
employees. However, outsiders be- 
lieve that this might have been 
a reward to the union for being in- 
strumental in easing demands 
which the casino operators felt 
would be onerous and force them 
out of business. Instead of origin- 
ally demanding a healthy slice of 
the gross take, the government is 
reportedly now getting a cut of 
the net profits. 

It has also been reported that 
the dealers and croupiers have 
been called together by the gov- 
ernment and told to revort all 
Cubans who gamble with more 
than $100. It’s also unlikely that 
any Cuban would be foolhardy to 
go inte the casinos at this time. 
Even if they show a government 
identity card whith asserts 
earn more than $20,000 annually. 
a trip to the casino could cause 
an inquiry into their source of in- 
come and how they made out under 
the Batista regime. Non-Cubans, 
of course, would be identified by 
their tourist cards. 

The government is also seeking 
to eliminate those who have been 
mentioned as being connected 
the rackets. Reportedly 
names, including Meyer Lansky of 
the Riviera, Santos Traficanti of 
the San Souci and Deauville, Joe 
Rivers of the Havana Hilton, and 
Charlie White of the Capri, are 
being questioned. ie 

Naturally, business at the open- 
ing hasn't been strong. Havana 
hasn’t yet picked up as a tourist 
centre, and thus far only 
talent is being used. 

The big question mark n 
whether U.S. tourists, will 
casino operations in oa 
ican operators are 
out. It’s recalled that prior to 
advent of Las Vegas and o 
gambling money into the casinos, 
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bust-owt gambli.g was prevalent 
and the general belief was that the 
games were crooked. Under Amer- 
ican managements the games were 
cleaned up and the casinos ex- 
panded. With Cubans running the 
games, as may be within 
a comparatively short time, Cuban 
gambling may go back te a com- 
paratively small operation. 


Tip That Aussie Dollar 
Freeze May Be Lifted; 





Artists’ Com Unfrozen 


Sydney, Feb. 24. 


Harald Holt, federal treasurer of 
the Robert Menzies Liberal Party 
government, indicated to financial 

here that the government 

would lift dollar restrictions within 
the next few weeks to permit b'‘g- 
trading within the dollar zone. 
Those close to the local setup see 
in the new dollar release move a 
major bid by the government to 
woo American organizations to 
te this territory upon the 
understanding of a dollar takeaway 
eenlight covering earnings Down 
Under, and minus any political 


Once head of a film union in| y 
into 


Melbourne before 


they | politics, Holt has always been 


favorably disposed to show biz, and 
hit the popularity jackpot wi. 


overseas’ artists here when he an- 


nounced that the government, apart 
from the commercial dollar ease, 
would immediately remove dis- 
crimination against the dollar area 
for money remitted abroad by visit- 
ing entertainers. 

New edict means that whatever a 


U. S. or any other dollar area, 
minus any official hindrance at 
whatever the current dollar rate 
is on day of remittance in relation 
to the Aussie pound. 


this year and through to 1960. 
now this territory is a “Lit- 
Gears Selx. Ave torduor: tren 
. Ava A 2 
Astaire, Anth Ernest 


sbury working on 
the Beach” and “Summer of 
17th Doll.” Understood that 20th- 
Fox and Paramount now are mull- 
film production Down Under, 
with a couple of French producers 
teported as aiso interested. 


Saranac Lake 
By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, Feb. 24. 

novelty artist 
whose sister Jacqueline is a staffer 
with Brandon Film Service in New 
Orleans, registered for the usual 
0.0, and rest period. At one time 
ll — with the Buddy Rogers 


thrill the patienis get at 
ill Rogers Hospital is when 
Ben Ressler, chairman of “We the 
Patients,” puts on a bingo game 
with cash and a prizes donated by 
downtown . Every pa- 
make it attends, 
even the wheel chairs. 

Staff for the main office here 
at the Will Rogers: Secretary, 
Marie Southard; staff of main of- 
fice telephone service, regulars 
P Comerford and Jean West, 

ed by patients who alternate 
as relief, including Elsie Schreger, 
Lee Klimick, Lindsay MacHarris 
and John Pendleton. 

Write to those who are ill. 





RCA-Victor Records 
Exclusively 


New York 


Patachou has been signed for the 
Waldorf-Astoria starting April 6. 


-.. Marie lined up for 
the Plaza Hotel, March 30 for four 
weeks . . . Léle held over for a 
fortnight at — Fe — 
Youngman plays the police ow 
at Ft. Lauderdale Aud. Feb. 27-28, 
then te Colony Restaurant, Sara- 
sota, for week of Mareh 9... 
Maurice Chevalier lined up for the 
Hotel El San Juan, Puerto Rico, 
March 7 fer eight days ... Ames 
Bros. go into Town Casino, Buffalo, 
March 28... Janet Medlin new at 
Viennese Lantern . . . Curtis Fuller 
opened at the Five Spot. 

Carol Channing’s dates include 
stands at the Chase, St. Lou 
March 14; Shamrock, Houston, 
March 31; Shereham, Washington, 
April 21; Palmer House, Chicago, 
|April 30; Beverly Cincy, June 5, 
‘and Tropicana, Las Vegas, July 22 
... Billy DeWelfe follows his cur- 
rent Monteleone, New Orleans, 
stand with the Riverside, Reno, 
March 12, and the Sahara, Las 
Vegas, April 21. 


Chicago 

Tommy Leenetti opens at the 
Colony Club, Omaha, April 27... 
Deep Biver Boys to Rancho Don 
Carlo, Winnipeg, Mareh 14, and 
Key Club, Minneapolis, March 30 
... Danny Cestelle tapped for Gay 
Haven, Detroit, April 27 . . . Betty 
johnson thrushes at Knife & Fork, 
Detroit, March 9 for a week... 
Yvenne Moray plays Club Nor- 
mandy, Milwaukee, Ind., March 16 
for two .. . Timmie has a 
Key Club, Mpls., date April 27... 
Olsen & Johnson set for Adolphus 
Hotel, Dallas, Mareh 26 for two 
weeks .. . Pat O’Brien journeys to 
Omaha March 17 for a club date. 


Hollywood 


Jack Costanzo and group are 
held over an additional two weeks 
at Garden of Allah . . . Comic Berl 
Williams stays over three weeks at 
Chuck Landis’ Largo ... Nick 
Esposito Quartet set for a _ six- 
weeker at Marineland Restaurant 
beginning March 3. . . Eddie Cane’s 
band supplying the cha cha beat 
at Dick Thorne’s Capri. 

Ned Kacker Trie holding over 
indefinitely at Casino Room of 
Ambassador .. . Patricia Morison 


. twill star in the Hollywood Bowl’s 


“Gay Nineties” production starting 
March 11... Johnny Mathis plays 
a three-weeker at the Sands Hotel 
in Las Vegas starting’March 11... 
Actress-dancer Geraldine Paulette 
back from nitery stints in Alaska, 
wings for Hawaii later this month 
vl a five-week stand at Orchid 
m. 


TRANS CARIBBEAN SEZ 
IT WITH SHOW BIZ 


The Trans Caribbean Airlines 
has inaugurated flights with talént 
on its weekend N.Y. to San Juan 
run. Initial flight on Saturday (21) 
from Idelwild Airport had singers 
Helene Aimee and Malou Rene. 
Return on Sunday was with singer 
Connie Lane and guitarist Don 
Russell. Harry Lawrence is booking 
out of New York. 

Flight, named the “Golden Trou- 
badour,” is scheduled to go tvery 
Saturday and Sunday morning, and 
will return from San Juan on Sun- 
day. Modus operandi calls for per- 
formers on the return trip to be 
flown down to San Juan several 
days before. 


Candy Barr Loses Appeal 


Austin, Tex., Feb. 24. 
A mandate for the arrest of 











is,/ping off. Fright wigs pop up all 


| was warm and funny. It takes four | 


By FRANK SCULLY 


Palm Springs, Feb. 24. 

From the first one, benefits have 
suffered from anxiety neuroses. 
Especially among bookers, pro and 
am. The starting date, to begin 
with, is usually so far off and the 
cause so good almost any star con- 
tacted responds with, “Oh sure, if 
rI’m in town.” Small acts, needing 
publicity more than the stars, press 
to be added to the bill. ~ 

Then about a week before the 
main event, big names begin drop- 





over town. “They got the place 
sold out and they haven't got an 
attraction,” is heard on every side. 

Comes the big night. An unex- 
pected star shows up, steals the 
show and sneaks off as quietly as! 
he came. Or a little nobody with 
a specialty number does it. The 
bill gets too long. It begins to bog | 
down with talent, aimless direction 
and a complete less of a sense of 
time... 

From then on Johnny Barleycorn | 
emcees the show and everybody) 
goes home, if not happy, at least 
slaphappy, and the charity is $20,-| 
000 richer. The pros catching the | 
show are gagged and bound by 
eonvention. Who pans an actor 
working for nothing in a charity 
show, no matter what he does or | 
doesn’t do? 

The ‘So Sorry’ Crowd 








for St. Theresa’s School in Palm 
Springs went this routine way. 
Frank Sinatra, Bing Crosby, Zsa 
Zsa Gabor, Phil Regan, Ginny 
Simms, Desi Arnaz and Harris him- 
self were billed around town as the 
attractions and the price set at $25 
a seat. By show time it was a sell- 
out. But long before this Crosby 
had pulled out, being in picture 

mon “Say One For Me.” 
Donald O’Connor was added and 
then reported hors de combat with 
103 fever, which canceled his Chi 
Chi engagement. Sinatra, who sang 
12 songs at the same benefit the 
year previous was in town earlier, 
but pulled out before post time. 
Gordon MacRae was pencilled in 
but finished his stint at Chi Chi’s 
four days before and couldn't hang 
on. Phil Regan went back to his 
beer biz. Thus of the original cast 
only Harris and Arnaz remained. 

But then what happened? Dan- 
ny Thomas drove 120 miles through 
rain from Hollywood, did 30 mina- 
utes of the funniest stuff of his 
life, sold a earicature painting of 
Phil Harris (to Harris) for $1,500 
and left them laughing. 

Catholic Jews, Etc. 

He stole the show and wasn’t 
even billed. He explained that he 
had been invited down at bayonet 
paint and threatened with excom- 
munication if he didn’t show. It 
seemed to him Catholics were hav- 
ing as many benefits as Jews. “Did 
you ever hear of the Lutherans 
staging a benefit?” He began to 
tell a story about a Maronite priest. 
This is an Eastern rite in Lebanon, 
“the guys who invented your faith, 
the only Catholic Jews in the 
world.” Then he told of Irish | 
priest who dragged in the British} 
lion by the tail, even to Siving | 
Judas an Oxford accent, and his | 
famous “spit out the pebbles, son,” | 
story as a cure for swearing. 

It didn’t seem to stay the flow of 
ribald dialog from his contempor- | 
aries onstage. Even his explanation | 
of why he had to get back to town ' 

















| days and 119 people to produce | 


The charity Phil Harris staged |“ 


Palm Springs Benefit: Stars Are 
Billed But Unbilled Danny Whams 


ing to his watch and making like 
a steering wheel, indicating he had 
to drive back to town in the rain, 
for the morning’s studio grind. A 
lot of prayers for a safe journey 
went with him. 


Big Mitts for Alice Faye 


As these Lebanese laughs came 
early on the bill, they proved not 
only hard to follow but impossible 
to top. It looked like a promising 
nipup when Alice Faye Harris fur- 
tively worked onstage without an 
intro and got the biggest and long- 
est hand of the night. Appearing in 
the flesh so shortly after her sen- 
sational~tv emergence after 12 
years in retirement, she could do 
no wrong. So she sang “You'll 
Never Know,” “Alexander’s Rag- 
time Band” and strutted with Har- 
ria, who as m.c. somehow was 
euchred out of imitating Bert Wil- 
liams’ version of “Nobody” and in 
fact all ef the Harrisesque south- 


| ern-fried specialties. 


Desi Arnaz, fortified by spiritus 
fermenti but not his writers, at- 
tempted to sing a few choice Cuban 
ditties, but Harris, who must have 
matched the Cuban caroler snort 
fer snort, and carried his glass in 
the Joe E. Lewis manner all eve- 
ning, kept heckling him so Dest 
never did finish a single number. 
This reduced their dialog te locker 
room repartee, which seemingly 
doesn’t translate very well on a 
wide stage before a mixed audi- 


But they were accompanied by 


|a@ pint-sized guitar player whe 


strummed beautifully while Har- 
ris and Arnaz wrangled, and helped 
himself to Harris’ drink every now 
and then. The whole thing took 
up an hour that would drive Arnaz 
crazy if wasted on one of his tv 
productions. 


Among those on the regular Chi 


said he was in the wings so long he 
had forgotten his act. He made an- 
other cute crack: “Booze up and 
be somebody!” 

George Liberace trotted out a 
stunning and talented blonde, Mary 
Meade French, and Billy Daniels 
closed the show featuring “Sum- 
mertime,” “The Masculine Touch” 
and finally his version of Phil Har- 
ris’ version of Sammy Davis Jr.'s 
version of Prima & Keely's version 
of Daniels’ original “Old Biack 
Magic.” It, had lost nothing getting 
back to where it all began. 
A A ALT eR 
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stripteaser Candy Barr to begin | the Danny Thomas Show, he said. 
serving a 15-year sentence was | Kleenex and Dial fired him when | 


NICK 
LUCAS 


and His Troubadors 
CURRENTLY 


HOLIDAY HOTEL 


Reno, Nev. 








held up by the Court of Criminal his rating was 107th on the list. 
Appeals here Friday (20). | “Now it is No. 2. Our sponsors are 

The court agreed to hold the or- | Sanka and Post Cereal. Please buy 
der while attorneys for the Dallas them even if you don’t use them. 
peeler prepared an appeal to the | For a good cup of coffee I drink 
U.S. Supreme Court. . Barr, | Maxwell. They're made by the 
known legally as Mrs. Ji@nit; Wale | same company. What would you 
Phillipas, was sentenced fogr pos-| have them do with all that caf- 
session of marijuana. feine, throw it away? Sanka is 98% 
caffeine free. Maxwell has it all.” 

When Father O’Donohoe tried to 
tell him to tell Harris he wasn’t 
getting paid, Thomas told the’ 
padre, “I'll stay out of the con- | 
28 show. fessional, and you stay off stage.” | 

Pact stipulates that he’ll furnish} It brought down the house. No- | 
the liney costumes and routine the| body is misled about Danny Boy, 
show. He had previously done the} and his generosity of time and 
production at ths spot for a brief| talent balanced all the cancelled 








MONT’L TAPS NOEL SHERMAN | 

Noel Sherman has been named | 
producer for the Bellevue Casino, | 
Montreal, starting with the March | 
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period last year. attractions. He begged off by point- | 





Chi card for the week, Dave Barry ~ 
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Fentainebleau, M. B’ch 
Miami Beach, Feb. 20. 
Judy Garland (with Neal Hefti), 
Sid Krofft, Sacasas Orch, Murray 
Schlamm; $5-$10 dinner, $7.50 sup- 
per beverage minimums. o 





On her preem night Judy Gar- 
land was a very nervous and tight- 
ened-up big name entry in the 
Fontainebleau lineup for the sea- 
sons b.o. y'nnings, facing a sell- 
out crowd (800) who had paid a 
$17.50 pre-fixe dinner tab to see 
her. This was the tough, word- 
passing collection of jaded first- 
nighters who can make or break 
an act in this town. To her warm- 
ing, and obviously loosening-up 
delight, they built to constant-mitt 
receptivity. 

Miss Garland seems too much 
concerned at walk-on with reaction | 
to her weight gain. The _ buzz | 
around the room is inevitable, | 
especially when the image evoked | 
by the many current revivals of | 
her old films on tv is still fresh | 
in the minds of the majority of | 
auditors. At first they seem 
reluctant to admit that the teen- | 
ager prototype of their own grow- | 
ing-up decade is now a mature, | 
matronly mirroring of their own | 
gain in poundage and years. Once 
she launches on her songbook, and | 
the spot focuses on her still perky, | 
bright-eyed, youthful face, the in- | 
herent talent for works its atten- | 
tion-holding magic that builds | 
throughout a 50-minute tenure. 





dividually styled mood-makers of | 
old, albeit the high ranges are at-| 
tempted infrequently; a wise ap- 

roach, what with the toppers not 
Fitting as big and rounded as of 
old. The course of arrangements | 
worked out for her by the ace ba- | 
toning of Neal Hefti—helming an | 
expanded 22-piece Sacasas orch— | 
are a shrewd affair that mix the 
soft balladings and to chants with 
peak upbeat cleffings in artful pro- 
gression. The instinctive show- 
manship comes through, to keep 
her rundown of hits she has in- 
troed and is associated with a con- 
stant and palm-stirring series that 
builds to encere demands for 
some familiars she does not, have 
in her regular book. 

It takes a performer of Stature 
to overcome the sort of initial 
resistance the Miami Beach cos- 
mopolites present, notably this 
season, to the first-time-here tv 
and pic names. Miss Garland 
broke that up in short order with 
her “want-to-be-liked” approach. 
Opening show, she brought on Joe 
E. Lewis from the aud, to add to 
the click touch; she sang “Havppi- 
ness Is A Thing Called Joe” while 
he gently clowned, and the tablers 
wouldn’t let them off. Sub- 
sequent performances through the 
weekend saw the inevitable loosen- 
ing up in delivery as Miss Garland 
continued garnering big tabler 
reception. Weekend biz was on 
the heavy side, presaging a profit 
run for La Ronde. 

Sid Krofft makes for a hit open- 
ing act. He's a master manipula- 
tor of puppets, his staging an in- 
genious one that utilizes colorful 
figurines and costumes, with self- 
lighting effects that set off the in- 
ventive and bizarre ideas in classy 
style. It's a miniature interna- 
tional revue that reaps optimum 
plaudits. 

As noted, Hefti is a big plus as 
batoneer for Miss Garland; ditto 
the Sacasas orch with the leader, 
at the 88. turning in a sock job. 
Due next week: Frank Sinatra, 
with Betty Kean & Lew Parker. 
They already have over 1.500 reser- 
vations for his first week. 

Lary. 


Riviera, Las Vegas 
Las Vegas, Feb. - 17. 
Ritz Bros, Jean Fenn, Dorothy 
Dorben Dancers (16). Ray Sinatra 
Orch (13); presented by Sammy 
Lewis; $3 minimum. 





The Ritz Bros. have zoomed back 
into town, and this time are chur- 
ning up the stage of the Clover 
Room. Despite the fact that this 
room is nearly twice the size of 
their previous local habitat, the 
Flamingo, they have the situation 
well in hand with their masterful 
knack of gearing themselves to 
each new audience. The boys en- 
core some of their click numbers, 
add or subtract bits so that each 

erformance is different. Jimmy, 

arry & Al are a potent lure for 
players in the casino, so this one- 
month stint should prove profitable 
for the tables. 

Beautiful, dignified soprano Jean 
Fenn serves as a solid balance for 
the show. She was warmly received 
by first-nighters as she offered with 
a showmanly opera-trained --voice 


such numbers as “Musetta’s Waltz,” | Rainbow 


@ medley from current Broadway 
hits—“Tonight” from “West Side 
Story,” ‘Till There Was You” from 
“Musie Man,” and “I Enjoy Being 
a Girl,” from “Flower Drum Song.’ 


|to eastside audiences, is 





She added “Vissi D’Arte” from 


“Tosca,” “Wish I Was,” and con- 
cluded her fine turn with “M’am’- 
selie Oo La La.” 

Curtaif_ raiser is holdover pro- 
duction number cleverly con- 
cocted by Dorothy Dorben—a romp 
featuring the Dorben dancers (16) 
as felines on a back fence. Ray 
Sinatra’s orch (13) backs the pack- 
age with proper flair. Duke. 


Blue el, Ni. Y. 
Orson. Bean, Dorotivy Loudon, 
Isobel Robins, Los Indios Trabajas 
(2), Jimmy Lyon Trio, Bart How- 
ard; $6 minimum. 








The Blue Angel show makes use 
of a revolving cast, one that spins 
around the intimeries from bill to 
bill to perform a highly entertain- 
ing function. Most of the perform- 
ances have been in this hospice as 
well as some of the other smali 


rooms. The result shows a highly | 


professional quality that keeps the 
customers of this Max Gordon-Her- 
bert Jacoby spot vastly amused. 
The head man this trip is Orson 
Bean who hits his mark consist- 
ently. Bean makes some light mo- 
ments of history in describing the 
hot times in the days when the 
Tigris-Euphrates valley was jump- 
ing, and up through more modern 


times. His topper is a reprise of the | 


minuet number from the late John 
Murray Anderson's “Almanac” 
which gives him solid bow material. 

Also a vet in this spot is Dorothy 


The vocalistics are the same, in- | ieeihas a a es 


bers anent the ‘20s. Her 
tunes show a smart and solid spirit 
of satire. She can infuse the sense 
of the Charleston era even fn tunes 
that came after that period. She 
has some good recitatives to help 
her cause and tunes that give her 


a surefire reason for mob appr2-| 


ciation, 

New to this room, although not 
Isobel 
Robins who has come armed with 
a batch of new material. 
Robins has excellent tunes which 
contain smart lines».—She whips 
these numbers across for fine 
effect. 

Los Indios Trabajas ©) are under 
New Acis. The Jimmy Lyon Trio 
showbacks with its usual pro- 
ficiency and Bart Howard mpenes. 

ose, 


Hotel Meonte'econe. NX. O. 
New Orleans, Feb. 17. 
Ruth Wallis, Tony Beviuectto 
Dancers, Jol:n Gary, Nick Stuart 
Orch (7); $2.50 weeknight mini- 
mum, $4 Sat. 





Ruth Wallis is no stranger here. 


|The curvy thrush, turned blonde, | 


is very deft about making a lyric 
mean what it doesn’t say in so) 
many words. Miss Wallis turns | 
loose her brand of sharp, self- 
manufactured double-entendre dit- | 
ties in a way that gets a charge 
from tableholders. 


definitely risque, there's nothing 
blunt about it. She sings very well 
and puts it over with finesse. The 
personable entertainer’s facial ex- 
pressions and voice inflections 
play a large part in putting over 
her amusing lyrics. Her repere ire 
this trip includes ‘Honeymoon 
Pooper,” “Take A Long, Long 
Time” and “Man, Mink And A 
Million,” all good for hefty yocks 
and palms. _ 

The youthful Tony Bevinetto 
Dancers present a variety of Latin 
routines which find favor with pa- 


perform with charm, zest and skill. 
Bevinetto, a polished terper, wins 
a b‘g hand for his frenzied mambo 
solo. Greup is outstanding in 
Mardi Gras finale. 

Young baritone John Gary regis- 
ters nicely, singing all mood and | 
manner_of songs. 

Nick Stuart and band give top-| 
drawer support to show and dis- 
pense tingling rhythms to a draw ~ 
dancers to floors. Liuz. 


Drake Hotel, Chi 
-Chicago, Feb. 18. | 
Maureen Cannon, Jimmy Blade | 
Orch (6); $2 cover. 


| 
Long absent from the Chi 
cabaret scene, diminutive thrush 
Maureen Cannon bowed authorita- 
tively in the posh Camellia House 
with a well-conceived 30-minute 
stint that held ’em as rapt as any 
canary here in recent memory. 
Her sturdy, somewhat tremolo 
piping really communicates. Cou- 
pled with a cute pixie quality and 
intensely expressive orbs, Miss 
Cannon comes across in smooth 
A-1 style. She’s starts fast with a 
leadoff pair of bumptious tunes, 
then cements the rapport with a 
warmly sentimental “Look to the 
” showtune. There's no 
letup as she goes on to register 
strongly with a deft assortment, 
includine a charming Scots’ talk- 
tune, “Oh Johnrv!” and a well- 
done “Bill Bailey.” An altogether 
exuberant turn, Pit, 








Chez Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 18. 
Jerry Lewis (with Louis Brown, 
Hal Bell, Billy Richmond), Bobby 
Van, Chez Adorables (7), George 


minimum. 





By any yardstick, Jerry Lewis 
bagged ’em at his Chez opener. The 





Miss | 


} 
While much of her material is 


trons. The bov and four lookers | 


comic picked up all the marbles 
from a capacity house that seem- 
| ingly could have yeeked all nigit. 
|He played it without a sour note; 
| with shrewd balavice and disci- 
pline; with the warmth that he 
| radiates so well from a cinema 
| screen, and beiter still from a 
nitery floor. Or can—and this time 
did. 

| Lewis this trip puts as much 
emphasis (or more) on sclid mate- 


rial as reliance on his standout rep | 


and overwhelming personality. The 
payoff, if he needed convincing, 
was in the customer tumult at vir- 
tually every turn of the turn. The 
mugging of old is still there, al- 


though it is somewhat toned down | 


and integrated sensibly with the 
bits and _ characterizations. In 
short, the idiccy and posturing that 
could (and often did) offend are 
out. Such mugging as he now em- 
ploys has a purpose. 

His stuff now strikes a nice 
fusion of high and low comedy. His 
|impresh of moppcet terp lessons 
| (carrying to adulihocd) is canny 
satire. He’s delic’ous!y lowdown 
when romping with cornet and 
band, complement nz the clowning 
with funny, naughiy i mericks. And 
| he’s smartly in step with the show 

biz times via his burlesque of a Jap 
warbler, getting a nice assist froin 
| stooge Hal Bell as the lyric “trans- 
lator.” 

Lewis makes a trite gimmick 
highly agreeable when he _ jiudi- 
crously mimes to a Mar.o Lanza 
disk, part of a routine on song 
styles that inelude a c’icko version 
of an ex-pug turned crooner. Hefty 
| laughs come also fer tabler par- 
| ticipation, singly and enmasse, via 
| “Harvest Moon.” Oa his own, Lewis 
| limits himself to three songs, 1n- 

cluding a windup “Dormi” lullaby. 
| George Cook's augniented | orch, 
| helmed by Louis Brown, siar’s own 
| conductor (with Billy Richmond at 
the traps), lends exce.lent show- 
| backing. 

| In the warmup, hoofer-songster 
| Bobby Van works a frant:c 15 min- 


utes that rings the bell. Terper has | 


the energy and skill to sock over 
| his stint, but for all the exciting 
footwork and showman!y know- 
how, what's missing and couid 
enhance its a realized sense of sub- 
tlety to shade the hard sell. 

Chez Adorables curtain-raise in 
okay fashion. Eydie Gorme comes 
in March 11. Pit, 


Cafe Carlyle. N. Y. | 
George Feyer; $2 and $2.50 mini- | 


mum, 
| 





What schmaltzy music can do to 
| hypo a class neighborhood hotel 
| bar into a big league operation has 
been fully evidenced for four years 
| at the Hotel Carlyle’s cafe lounge. 
Ex-Vox now RCA Victor recording 
| pianist George Feyer is the an- 
| swer. He has been ha f of his eight 
| years in the U.S,, since leaving 
Budapest, at th’s Robert W. Dowl- 
| ing realty holding at Madison and 
76th. The upper east side crowd 
| seems to converge on this class 
| bistro to the degree that a $2 and 
| $2.50 (Friday-Saturday) minimum 
| after 10:30 p.m. is in order. 
There are two other overflow 
| Pubs in the Carlyle, one of ‘em 
| called the Bemelmans’ Bar, where 
| there is no cover, and obviously 
not as much traffic as in this nicely 


| decorated room where Feyer does | 
| musicomedy and light classical ex- | 


cerpts. His “Echoes of Paris” and 
“Echoes of Vienna.” past bestsell- 
ing LPs, are a fund for his musical 
potpourri, and when he does “Fair 
Lady” music a la Verdi, Bach, Mo- | 
zart and Strauss he’s really audi- 

tioning a new Victor album. 
Feyer works in low-key manner 
to apparently a large loyal crowd 
of disk-buyers who dutifully bring | 
in their LPs for his signals 
el. 








Shamrock Hilton. H’st'n 
Houston, Feb. 19. | 

Gretchen Wyler, Del Ray, Carl | 
Sands Orch (10); no caver or mini- | 
mum, a | 








When the 


first picks up| 
Gretchen’ Wy 


she’s at mike on- | 
stage thrushing “It's Good To Be | 
Alive” in a ‘Woice that has a hint 
of brass, and with a thigh-length 
jacket covering most of her black 
tights. A couple of numbers later, 
when the jacket is discarded and 
Miss Wyler begins to move, the 
act comes to life. 

There’s hearty mitting for “A 
Fine Romance,” a “Damn Yankees” 
medley, “Mack the Knife” with a 
few dance s‘eps, snd “I've Got You 
Under My Skin.” But when the 





long-legged blonde performs the 


Cook Orch (23); $1.95 cover, $4|P° 


Ray Bolger trademark, “Once In 
Love With Amy,” The Interna- 
tional Club’s Continental Room 
really rocks. Her impression of 
Bolger is nearly perfect, for she 
ssesses the same almost casual 
limber-limbed grace. 
Miss Wyler follows with “An 
Occasional Man,” Cole Porter's 
“Stereophonic Sound” and “Frank- 
ie and Johnny” before her begoff, 
“Wtihout You.” 

While the femme handles her 
vocals with the confidence of a 





lion tamer petting a kitten, her 
|voice, while good, is not the best 
on the nitery circuit. But in fair- 
| ness, the aud considered the entire 
30-minute act first-rate. 


| Show was delayed 20 minutes 
|when Del Ray, the opener, was | 
llate in reaching town. The wait 


|was worthwhile, for magician Ray 
has a rep as a top manipulator, 
and proves it. His act is high- 
lighted by sudden fleshes of flame 
j}around him, and features both 
|original and familiar there-it-is, 
there-it-isn’t bits. 


an engagement with this show, and 
| within a day or so should smooth 
‘out a couple of rough spots~in 
Miss Wyler’s complicated arrange- 


|ments. The thrush and Ray bow 
lout March 4, with the Fontane 
| Sisters due to move in for a pair 


Skip. 


Black Orekid. Chi 
Chicago, Feb. 17. 
Jack E. Leonerd. Ruth Olay, Joe 
Parnello Trio; $1.50 cover. 


the next day. 


| 


This two-week layout stacks as a 
potent antidote to the Lenten 
doldrums, lecal boy Jack E. Leon- 
ard being one of the more lionized 


here, and jazz chirper Ruth Olay | 


doing her first Chi stint since her 
Rush St. salad days two years ago. 

As per usual in this spot, Leon- 
ard gets plenty of mileage out of 
his barbs at ringsiders, including 
| assorted celebs. Comic registers 
whammo when he taps audience 
identification with reminiscences 
of sundry Chi neighborhoods and 
landmarks, and first-show micro- 
phone troubles generated some 
bonus yocks that 
|yapping at the management and 
house tooters. Insult humor is deii- 
cate at best, but Leonard’s hop- 
scotching, rat-ta-tat delivery keeps 
it palatable and nretty much at the 
hysterics level. The funnyman con- 
| tinues to oblige with zany hoofing 
and vocals, mostly for amiable 
throwaway while the customers 
pull in their sides. 

Figuresome in black bouffant, 
Miss Olay collects nice interest in 
a tough warmup snot. Velvety co- 
prano pipes are wnusual for the 
jazz idiom, but singer ovickly over- 
comes doubt with warm, impres- 
sively original interpretations that 


The Carl Sands orch also opens | 


led to gleeful | 


Moulin Reuge, H*weed 
Hollywood, Feb. 20. 
Vic Damone, Marvyn Roy, Donn 
Arden “Wonderful World” Revue. 
Dick Stabile Orch (16); $5.50 
package. 





Vic Damone’s singing act is a 
smart one as seen here for the 
first time in a yezr. It’s @ reprise 
for the Moulin Rouge, where he 
last showed in the area, and he 
| drew an exccpt'ouclly good house 
for his opening on Tuesday (17}, 
Concentrating on sons with a min- 
|}imum of paticr, Damone’s turn is 
| well-paced, hes variety and style, 
and the novettes have showmanh- 
| ship and mus:cianship. 

Damone opens behind the cur- 
| tain with “Our Love,” identified 
}with him, goes into “You Do 
| Something to Me” a‘ter the cur- 
| tains part, then ruus through “I 
| Got It Bad (And That Ain't Good),” 
ja jump version of “Cheek to 

Cheek,” and “I've Got You Under 
My Skin.” He follows with a 
| Gershwin medley, “Maybe,” “Some- 
;}one to Watch Over Me,” “You 
| Can't Take That Away rom Me,” 
jand finishing with “Fascinatin’ 
| Rhythm,” includ ng some special 
| “exit” lyrics on the latter. 


He comes back with “Arrivederci, 





| Roma,” and “Separate abies,” 
does a casual sofitshoe to “Two 
| Left Feet,” and siens off with 


“The Street Where You Live.” One 
of the trickier items in his second 
}set is an orivinal version of “My 
, Funny Valentine.” In th’s, Dainone 
| sticks to the Rodgers & Hart music 
| and lyrics, while his new accom- 
panist, Robert Smale, counterpoints 
| with some Chop'n. It's effective 
|}and unusual. Demone is on for 
about 50 minutes. 

Damone is backed by Dick Sta- 


| bile’s fine orch, which supplies 
accompaniment for the regular 
Donn Arden revue, “Wonderful 


| World.” A word should be said 
| about the consistently high qua ity 
}of this standard feature of the 
Rouge. Although seen several times 
over the past yeer, the revue stays 
| consistently bright and fresh. Cos- 
tumes and chorus performances 
| are kept topnotch. 
A new intro act, Marvyn Roy, is 


ja novelty magic number. Koy’'s 
ft S consist of lighted electric 
| bulbs, which pop out of his jacket, 


pockets, etc., with no visible means 

| of support or current. He works up 
} to producing, v'a the handkerchief 
| trick, a large crvstal chandelier— 
| lighted. It's a diverting act, run- 
ning 10 to 15 minutes. Powe. 





Cave, Vanceuver 
Vancouver, Feb. 17. 

| _ Bobby Breen, Rolly Rolls, Cindy 

| & Alberto Dancers (8), Dave Rob- 

| bins Orch (8); $1 cover. 





| bespeak an intellisent approach to Reaction to Cave curr i 
‘ . . oo urrent bill by 
Bene Rig Mig Reg. apd local press and elbow-benders in- 
| session were “Sitting and A-Rock- | gneve ; Ken Siai ~g* 4 
ing,” and a carbon of her Mercury iitin slew, pip. pooctor -Asuie 
staged. sin” dromete erchtairgs [Gobo Peteanecy, oo Some ate 
! rehestra- | act’s-wo policy. 

| tion, (She got good backing weg Bobby Breen and Rolly Rolls 
a wae | draw fat mitting rotw.thstanding 
Roberta Sherwood is due March 3. | superficial s:milari-ies, to wit, both, 
Pit, are ivory-pounders and pipesters, 

ano a y | with Rolls solo headliner last week. 

Eddys - KC. It’s three to four weeks on the 

: aan City, Feb. 28. "Brom ‘tabes solid from his off- 
Somethin’ Smith & The Red-| stage vocal opener, is apt and eco- 

| heads (3), Tommy Reed Orch (5); | nomic on the chatter, wins with his 
| $1-$1.50 cover. tare and wide-ranging vyocalistics 
Lecce | that gain by whip-smart arrange- 

It was just a year azo that Smith ments and a_slash-quick orch, 
& Redheads plaved the'r first en- | Songalog’s production stuff ranges 
lgagement at Eddys’ Restaurant, from upbeat standards to singer's 
land that was pleasent all around. | Stylized torehing on __pevenniats 

| This repeat is a fitting fol'ow, and | like “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes. 
all the signs are that Eddys’ is in | He tosses in "Shadrach,” deliveped 





for another fine fortnight. The 45- 
minute show sparkles throughout 
with both seng and.comedy, moves 
swiftly and comes off strictly high 
level. 

Enthusiasm is a key ingredient of 
the Redheads’ werk, end sparks 
the entire proceedings. Add to this 
their familiar musical stock in 
trade and a growing flair for com- 
edy and the informal, and it is 
evident how the act has constantly 
improved. They weave a good maay 
songs into their tomfoolery during 
the 45 minutes, and play some of 
them musically straight. Their ver- 
sions of “Threepenny Opera 
Theme” and “C'est Si Bon” are 
standout, but virtually as good are 
“I Don’t Want to Set the World 
on Fire” and Smith's banjo work 
on “Sweet Georg'a Brown.” 

The threesome’s brand of musi- 


| comedy, moreover, is especially ap- 


propriate in a club of this cozy 
size, and they should, incidentally, 
be ideal in a Vegas lounge type 
room. What they give out is just 
what the customer seéks, and that 
is not as often realized as the club 
owner would like. It’s a cracker- 
jack show. and should keep the 
place busy rght throurgh March 5. 
They'll be followed by the 
Lads. Quin. 


suappy with localized lyrics, serves 
| disclicks from juve heyday. cirea 

36, and some deft pianistics in 
_ longhair mode, Singer's stage 
| presence and shewmanship -rate 
|rave notices he’s collecting in this 
_ town. 

Frenchman Rolls is a_ bland 
charmer. Opener's a table-hop with 
a jig-tune weil-turned on “the 
smallest accordion in the world,” 
then a lengthy risque-tending yarn 

un with song titles at keyboard 
|that’s a boffo-copper and Borge- 
llike bit. He’s also first-rate with 
| etudes on the ivories, and is a 
| winner with some “fugues” that 

enlist the orch’s sidemen in con- 
glomerate counterpoint blending 
such oldies as “Sheik of Araby,” 
|“Yes Sir, That's My Baby,” “Some- 
| body Stole My Gal,” and “I Want 
Tc Be Happy” into one comical 
crowd-pleaser. Act’s spieling, warb- 
ling and wariety of piano styles— 
he turns the grand into honkytonk 
on oceasion—stack as top-drawer 
(& draw) for any room. 

Danceline cops mitts for gay-90s 
and Russian-style production num- 
bers, a switch from all femmes to 
gals and guys that’s laudable. Dave 
Robbins’ crew is the precisionest 








Four | orch to reside at this popular echo 


chamber. Jay. 
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New Acts 


DANNY MARSHALL ‘ 
With Jim Black, Dave Barry 
Pianology, Comedy Songs 

50 Mins. 

Tender Trap, N.Y. 

To begin a New Act appraisal 
where it usually ends, Danny Mar- 
shall is custom-built for cocktail- 
lounge spots and with routine 
restyling, a beaucoup’bet for video. 
He could also makeva go of it in 
the intimeries notiz:classified as 
leunges, meaning where there’s a 
grocery menu along with the 
bubbly. 

The Tender Trap, over on the 
patchwork Second Ave. belt, is a 
dimly lit small poshery in the 
lounge genre where they squat 
strictly on loveseats and the ceiling 
is zero. The architectural and 
amour mood thus fixed, this young 
vet (he’s about 30) fits right into 
the setting because, while the 
couples can hold hands in a sort 
of clandestine-in-the-open manner, 
they can’t fall asleep or be too 
dreamy’ because the performer 
won’t let them. He’s a dynamic 
songs-at-the-piano man, with a 
slick approach to the satire stuff, 
and rather singular for the vest- 
pocket boites at that because he 
works pretty clean, 

When he does Cole Porter’s 
“Let’s Do It (Let’s Fall in Love),” 
for instance, he lets the dual-in- 
tention lyrics (with a few added, 
apparently) translate the idea with- 
out his pressing down too hard 
visually such as even the best of 
pipers do with winking and leering, 
etc. In “That’s Show Biz” he has a 
corking top piece styled for every- 
body, including the sophisticated 
clientele; it’s something he can be 
trademarked with. Not to pass up 
a vital credit, Jack Vaughan is his 
special material lyricist; Marshall 
writes the melodies. 

Marshall has a wide repertoire 
in the piano patter, song & chat- 
ter groove, and works feverishly at 
times. He can trim down some 
of the mugging and crosseyed 
gimmicks without impairing his 
act, but apparently at show caught 
he was purveying as much top- 
level stuff as he has in his bag. 
There's fine accompaniment by his 
own duo, consisting of Jim Black 
on bass and Dave Barry on drums. 
All tree sre made for each other. 

‘Wuarshall’: career has been re- 
markable ‘1 some ways. In_ 1939, 
when about 19 years of age, his 
family was fleeing from Gerrnany, 
via Prague. He came here as a 
sub-teener, and in his early 2f)s, 
was with a two-act. the Marshall 
Bros., playing vaude ana presenta- 
tion houses. He latched on to the 
piano less than three years ago, but 
tackles the 88 keys like he was 
born to it. No trace of any German 
accent, in fact, his performance is 
about as “American” as it can be. 
He’s spent a couple of years in 
Texas niteries, where he’s touted 
as a fave, and from this date (seven 
weeks, with two frames to go) goes 
to Lake Tahoe and other os 

rau. 


LOS INDIOS TRABAJAS (2) 


Blue Angel, N.Y. 

Los Indios Trabajas are a pair of 
imports from Brazil. They are 
garbed in the colorful dress of the 
indians of that country. However, 
they work in a more regulation 
vein. They do the standard num- 
bers such as “Babalu” and “Auro- 
ra” (a community sing) and work 
in a native samba as well. For a 
divertissement, they deliver clas- 
sic tunes on their dual guitars. 

The duo are expert in all fields. 
They sing pleasantly and their 
plectrum pluckings are of a superior 
brand. They are for specialized 
situations, and presumably could 
hit concert status with more native 
offerings, and with their knowledge 
of classics. There are a lot of con- 
tradictory elements in their make- 
up, but it somehow works out 
harmoniously. Jose. 


‘Stepchild’ Author 


Continued from page 1 jaz 








tinues to regerd authors as the 


least favored group in our so- 
ciety.” She added: “The chief in- 
dustry in the United tes today 


is the manufacture of “yapital 
gains” but the author, daprived of 
such possible benefits, is subject 
to straight income taxation. 
Femme lawyer, underlining the 
inequity in this, related a couple 
of instances where the purchasers 
of story properties turned around 
and sold them at a profit, with the 
latter taxe¢ as cap gain. She iden- 
tified the individuals as Anatole 
Litvak and Fred MacMurray. But 
the authors were forced to pay 


Ore | their tax at the full income rate. 


Musie Hall, N. Y. 


Mello-Larks (4), Schaller Bros. 
(2), Michael minico, Richard 
Hayman, Corps de Ballet, Rock- 
ettes, Symphony Orchestra under 
Raymond Paige; produced by Leon 
Leonidoff and Russel Markert; 
“The Journey” (M-G), reviewed in 
Variety Feb. 4, ‘59. 





The usual trimmings are present 
—the symphony orchestra, the 
corps de ballet and the Rockettes 
—but the Music Hall's stage pres- 
entation this session resembles the 
Palace vaudevlile program of re- 
'cent vintage. There's the Schal- 
ller Bros., expert trampoline art- 
| ists; Michael Dominico, a slick tap- 
|ster; Richard Hayman, harmonica 
virtuoso, and the Mello-Larks, fea- 
tured vocalists. 

Altough the perfomers represent 
separate acts, Leon Leonidoff and 
Russell Markert have integrated 
the solo efforts into the overall 
presentation and the result is the 
usually pleasant, if not socko, Hall 
offering. 

The bouncy Schallers, adding a 
dash of comedy, are crowd pleas- 
ers. Dominico’s terping and Hay- 
man’s mouthpiece stuff score good 
mittings and the Mello-Larks, long 
a fave vocal group, come through 
in their usual class with neat har- 
mony and on-the-beat rhythm. 

The Rockettes, garbed in patri- 
otic Uncle Sam costumes, provide 
a precision salute to George M. 
Cohan with an assist from the 
Mello-Larks who provide the vo- 
calistics for “Yankee Doodle 
Dandy” and “Give My Regards to 
Broadway.” The finale presents a 
glimpse of Broadway with a spot 
shining on a statue of Cohan. It's 
an effective closer. 

Per usual, the symph, the bal- 
let and the Rockettes perform with 
the competence that is a trade- 
mark of the Hall presentations. 
In addition, Raymond Paige’s crew 
provides topnotch wegen: 

eu, 
‘ 





Empire, Glasgow 
Glasgow, Feb. 20. 

Dickie Henderson (with Freddie 
Mills), King Bros. (3), Skylons 
(2), Tommy Locky, Eddie Rose & 
Marion, Suzi Miller, Jeffrey Len- 
ner, Emerson & Jayne, Bobby 
Dowds Orch. 





Dickie Henderson is an English 
comedian with a clever sense of 
timing and movement. Recently in 
from a Las Vegas stint, and head- 
lining this first post-pantomime 
vaude layout, he clicks with subtle 
fun-poking at tv commercials and 
travesties of Wyatt Earp, a drunken 
medico in tv Westerns, and James 
Cagney dying in “Roaring Twen- 
ties.” Segues with his established 
skit on singers, before-and-after 
fame. 

The before dept. covers nerv- 
ousness and simple approach, the 
after segment showing them as the 
finished product, combo of all that’s 
aliegedly the proper thing in cur- 
rent crop of pop warblers. 

Henderson’s impresh of draw- 
ling Rod Steiger and another of 
Norman Wisdem (to whom, with 
cap on head, he bears a remarkable 
likeness) are also solid. He also 
garners yocks by building an imas- 
inary Sabrina, sex symbol of the 
English stage, and winds by being 
joined for “Me & My Shadow” by 
Freddie Mills, English former 
world’s boxing champ and now a 
gimmick performer on tv. Pair don 
strawhats for this number, and 
wind successfully. 

Support layout is fairly strong, 
but lacking in that final strength 
that would draw the outfronters 
from coyness of their teleset arm- 
chairs, 

The three youthful King Bros., 
with most appeal to teenage sec- 
tion, offer a fairly tuneful act, 
comprising “Wake Up, Little 
Susie,” “Mandolins in the Moon- 
light,” “Torero” and “Thank 
Heaven for Little Girls.” Exit at 
first-half curtain to good mitting. 

The two Skylons win gasps from 
front-stall customers with skillful 
aerial act, including false follow- 
throughs and an iron-jaw spin 
while suspended from partner’s 
arm. Jeffrey Lenner is zany come- 
dian who requires pace and sharper 

ags, but has good humor potential. 

merson & Jayne are offbeat open- 
ers with Indian-style dance and 
luminous offering in second seg- 





ment. There’s routine juggling and 





House Reviews 


plate-spinning from Eddie Rose & 
Marion, and Tommy Locky could 
strengthen his comedy act by elim- 
inating familiar jokes; his travesties 
of types-to-marry are good. 

Suzi Miller offers an attractive 
song act, and exits satisfactorily in 
pre-star slotting. House orch is 
batoned by Bobby Dowds. 

Layout would benefit by sharper 
impact from faster-paced acts in 
early slottings. As is, it is brave 
first effort in the new vaude sea- 
son hereabouts. Gord. 


Atlanta Spending 


Continued from page 2 ee 








Technology campus. At the same 
hour (3 p.m.) Robert Shaw Chor- 
ale performed at Wesley Memorial 
Auditorium on Emory University 
Campus before 1,500 patrons, an- 
other capacity crowd. 

Meanwhile, at the 5,100-seat 
Municipal Auditorium 1959 version 
of “Holiday on Ice” gave two mat- 
inee performances to SRO crowds 
at $4 top, with throngs milling 
around in lobby seeking to buy 
ducats. ((That night “Holiday” 
skaters performed at a private 
showing for Merita Baking Co. 
personnel who came from a radius 
of 100 miles to see show as guests 
of company). Stripped down for 
ice show, 4,400 salable seats are 
left in Aude, 700 being sacrificed 
for rink space. 

Atlanta loves ice shows. Every 
year they take the annual “Holi- 
day” version to iis collective 
bosom. And they come from miles 
around to see the production. 
Reservations pour in by mail from 
both North and South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Alabama and North 
Florida for the show. This year’s 
take exceeded last year’s gross by 
at least 50%. “Holiday” played 
here 11 days and during that time 
put on 17 performances, which, 
didn't give the skates much time 
to cool off. 


A 2 ee eee 


Musical Films 


Gems Continued from page 2 =o 


now accounting for as much as 
50% of the revenue this must be 
taken into serious account. Even 
20th-Fox’ “The King and I,” when 
shown outside the U.S., had all 
musical numbers except the ballet 
eliminated in all foreign prints. 

Of the seven planned musicals, 
six are Broadway properties. Metro 
has two, “The Bells Are ing” 
and “The Boy Friend”; 20th-Fox, 
“Can Can”; Warner Bros., “Fan 
ny”; Paramount, “Li'l Abner”: 
United Artists, “The Westside 
Story”; Allied Artists, “Fraternity 
Row.” 

. The big musical of the year, pro- 
duced last year but ae tare Sg in 
1959, is Samuel Goldwyn’t “Porgy 
and Bess,” which Columbia will 
distribute. 

There are also such films as 
Paramount's “Five Little Pennies,” 
Red Nichols biopic; Col’s “The 
Krupa Story”; Metro’s “The Sub- 
terraneans,” the beatnik drama 
with music, but these are outside 
the straight musical category. 


EI! 


Tiger Hunts 


Continued from page 2 es 


including actor James Stewart and 
his wife, party will then fly to Tez- 
pur to travel 50 miles by jeep to 
the hunting site. 

Miss Hurn is traveling with a 
cameraman, who will document the 
hunt for probable use of the Jack 
Douglas’ “Bold Journey” tv travel- 
adventure series. A film made of 
last year’s hunt is now being edited 
by NBC. She describes these tiger 
hunts as “the type of shoots that 
used to be just for the crown 
princes and their families.” With 
the Maharaja being the last of a 
generation, these storybook hunts 
may soon become strictly a library- 
shelf item. 

They are now open to a few pay- 
ing guests with His Highness limit- 
ing parties to eight, with never 
more than six shooters. As part of 
a firstclass. global trip, which in- 
cludes 18 days in India, a shooter 
is charged $5,600. The cost is $4,400 








for a non-shooter. 
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ATPAM Pension Fund Issue Boils 
Into Major Board-Membership Row 





The Assn. of Theatrical Press-+ 


agents & Managers, one of the 
smaller and more controversy- 
prone unions in the legit field, is 
embroiled in a new dispute. The 
latest row involves the long-pend- 
ing pension setup. 

Although the squabble is osten- 
sibly due for settlement tomorrow 
(Thurs.), with the tabulation of 
votes in a referendum on a pro- 
posal to scrap the pension plan, in- 
dications are that the issue may be 
left wide open, and. more bitter 
than ever. Opponents of the pen- 
sion scheme are already claiming 
that the election is ille Al- 
though they concede that defeat of 
the petition is a foregone conclu- 
sion, but claim that a sizable “pro- 
test” vote will amount to a rep- 
rimand to the union’s board of 
governors, 

Veteran  opressagent William 
Fields, a former board member and 
vice president of the union, circu- 
lated the petition calling for the 
abandonment of the pension setup, 
and is a leading spokesman of the 
group protesting the board's tactics 
regarding the referendum on the 
question. In a letter last week to 
ATPAM secretary-treasurer Milton 
Weintraub, with copies to the mem- 
bership, Fields declined to serve 
as.a teller in the referendum, 
which he termed a “farcical ac- 
tivity.” 

To, participate, the pressagent 
asserted, “would be tantamount to 
acknowledgement of the validity of 
the poll. This I do not acknowledge 
for the following reasons.” He 
cited aspects of the original reso- 
lution presented by the petitioners, 
which he and others contend were 
violated by the union board’s pro- 
cedure. 

One of the complaints is that the 
43 petitioners had requested that 
the yote be restricted to members 
who have contributed to the pen- 
sion fund, regardicss of the 
amount. VFiel4s" eontention is that 
ip conducting the vote on an over- 

(Continued on page 61) 


Washington Will Have 
Music Tent at Nearby 
Resecroft Raceway, Md. 


Washington, Feb. 24. 

Washington is set to have a 
tunetent theatre, Rosecroft Music 
Circus, slated to open in mid-June. 
It'll occupy the Rosecroft Raceway 
property, a beautiful setting with 
harness racing in May. Arena-style 
musical comedy presentations 
are planned. 

The producer is John Schaefer, 
31, of Baltimore, in association 
with St. John Terrell, who already 
operates showtents at Lambert- 
ville, N.J.; Asbury Park, N.J., and 
Brandywine, Pa. The Rosecroft site 
is Oxon Hill, Md., roughly three 
miles east of Washington. It’s ex- 
pected to draw patronage from 
Baltimore, Annapolis and smaller 
surrounding towns, as well as the 
District of Columbia. The 
land location eliminates any audi- 
ence color line problem. 

Music circus backers here say 
they’ll spehd $156,000 on the tent 
structure. It'll seat 2,000. Plans 
are to run productions through 
Labor Day. 

Washington already has an out- 
door summer theatre, the Carter 
Barron Amphitheatre, leased from 
the Government by the Feld 
brothers, Irvin and Israel. They 
program more variety reviews 
with ueadliners than musical 
comedies and fight the weather 
problem. The Government, how- 
ever, is currently having engineer- 
ing studies made to determine 
feasibility of a convertible cover 
for the big dugout. 


Rattigan Wants Alec, 


Even for 1 Performance 
London, Feb. 24. 

Terence Rattigan’s new play, 
“Shaw,” dealing with Lawrence of 
Arabia when he was an airman, 
was specially written for Alec 
Guinness. The star has prior com- 
mitments, however, and it will be 
some time before he appears in 
the play. 

“I am prepared to await produc- 
tion for a year at least for Guinness 
to be free,” Rattigan says. “I would 
rather wait for him even if he did 








the play for only one performance.” | N. Y. 


Cork (Eire) Drama Fest 
Nixes Shocking ‘Anger’ 


J . Cork, Feb. 24. 
John Osborne’s “Look Back in 
”* has been rejected by the 
Cork Drama Festival, one of the 
largest amateur theatre fests in 
Ireland, because “it is a very con- 
troversial play and there are parts 
of it which are quite shoc ad 
That the explanation given by 
Festival secretary James Ryan 
after the play had been nominated 
as an entry by a Dublin company, 
the St. James’-Gate Drama Group, 
associated with Guinness’ Brewery. 
The Osborne drama hes already 
been staged by professionals with 
considerable success and no 
jection at the Olympia Theatre, 
Dublin. It was originally a hit in 
London and is a current success 
in the U.S. 


Will Re-Produce 
Burned Up Bird 


Subject to an expected insurance 
settlement, the Playwrights Co. 
plans to re-produce “The Mocking 
Bird,” probably for Broadway pres- 
entation next fall. Roger L. Stev- 
ens, the financial kingpin of the 
firm, reportedly gave assurances to 
the author and cast that the Ed- 
ward Chodorov work will not be 
abandoned. 

The play, originally slated to 
open on Broadway this spring, had 
to be set aside when the scenery 
and costumes were destroyed sev- 
eral weeks age in a backstage fire 
at the ShuWer: Theatre, Washing- 
ton, where it was baving a tryout 
engagement. Since the show had 
ibeen generally panned in Wash- 
{ington and its previous tryout 
tands, the assumption was that the 
production would be abandoned as 
a result of the fire. 

“Mocking Bird” was capitalized 
at $100,000, but unexpectedly large 
tryout losses had boosted the cost 
to about $125,000 when the fire 
occurred. The Playwrights Co. is 
figuring on collecting about $75,- 
000 insurance. Instead of returning 
that to the investors, the idea is 
to build new scenery and get new 





into production. Eva Le Gallienne 
and Billie Burke will presumakly 
be retained as stars, and the same 
supporting players will probably 

used, if still available. 

Although the management cf the 
Shubert Theatre has not issued 
any definite word on the subject, 
it’s assumed that the Washington 
house will not be rebuilt. It’s ex- 
pected that the structure will be 
torn down, and the site used for 
a parking lot or some other com- 
mercial purpose. The theatre had 
relatively few bookings, most tour- 
ing shows playing the National, the 
more desirable local house. 


$100,000 Bankroll For 
Pearl Buck’s ‘Incident’ 


Pearl S. Buck’s “Desert Inci- 
dent,” formerly titied “Three 
Against Time,” eapitalized for 
$100,000, with provision for 20% 
overcall. The estimated budget on 
the Tad Danielewski and Morris 
Feld venture includes physical pro- 
duction, $22,000; miscellaneous 
items, $21,350; rehearsal salaries 
and expense, $16,360; bonds and 
advances, $31,500, and reserve, 
$8,790. 

Miss Buck gets the Dramatists 
Guild minimum royalty of 5% of 
the first $5,000 weekly gross, 712% 
of the next $2,000 and 10% of the 
balance. Danielewski, Wi.o’s 
slated to double as director, will 
get a flat $2,500 for that chore. 
plus 142% of the weekly gross un- 
til the uction cost has been 
recou and then 2%. 

The production is scheduled to 
begin a pre-Broadway tryout tour 
March 5 at the Shubert Theatre, 
New Haven. 








Vincent Sardi Jr., is now offering 
free transportation, via chartered 
limousine, to theatre-bound pa- 
trons of Sardi’s East, the new east 
side branch of Sardi’s restaurant, 





costumes, and put the show back 


‘Hatful’ Now in Dallas, 


Set to Tour Strawhats 
Dallas, Feb, 24. 

After its current production of 

Rain,” the Knox 


Tom Burke’s “Home Is Clear 
Crossing.” A summer stock tour 
will follow. 


Broadway legiter in 1956. The 
author assisted Julie Haydon in her 
recent “Encore For George Jean 
Nathan” at the NYU Hall of Fame 
Playhouse, N.Y. ° 


‘Make a Million’ 
606 In the Red 


“Make a Million,” currently in 
its 19th week at the Playhouse 





ob- | Theatre, N.Y., is figured to need 


about $60,000 to recoup its $95,060 
investment, That’s based on unre- 
covered costs of $68,594 as of Jan. 
3 accounting and estimated sub- 
sequent income of about $8,000. 
The Joe Spector-Sylvia Harris 
presentation cost $57,688 to pro- 
duce. Losses on a two-week out- 
of-town tryout and pre-New York 
opening expenses accounted for an- 
other $19,756, bringing the cost of 
the Broadway opening to $77,444. 
The operating profit for the first 
11 weeks at the Playhouse was 


$8,850. 

The auditor’s statement indi- 
cates that although Sam Levene, 
star of the Norman Barasch-Carroll 
Moore comedy, has a percentage 
arrangement, he hasn't been paid 
anything on it. The deal is only ef- 
fective when the weekly gross ex- 
ceeds $25,000, which hasn't oc- 
curred yet. The contract calls for 
him to get 5% of the gross-over 
$25,000 until four months after the 
New York opening and then 712%. 

The original deal with Ezra 
Stone, who was succeeded by Jer- 
ome Chodorov as stager of the 
comedy, provided for a royalty of 
1%% of the gross prior to the 
New York opening, then 2% until 
the show ) aid off, and subsequent- 
ly 242%. Author and director roy- 
alties were waived 75% on two of 
the weeks covered in the Jan. 3 
audit. 

Incidentally, the weekly grosses 
repor'ed to Variety, have been 
running around $2,500 over the 
actual figures. The producton has 


11 to make way for the April 15 
opening of “Triple Play.” 


EQUITY MEMBERS NIX 





The proposal by the Actors 
Equity council for a major change 
in the union’s election procedure 
| has been temporarily rejected by 
| the membership. It's been tossed 
back to the governing body for 
| revision, including a recommenda- 
tion that the date of the annual 
meeting be advanced from June 
to late April or early March. 

The purpose of moving up the 
| election is in line with the coun- 
cil’s proposal that the constitution 
be amended to provide that voting 

be entirely by mail referendum 

within four weeks after the union’s 
annual meeting. The theory in set- 
ting an earlier election date is 
that more members will have an 
| opportunity to vote than in June 
| when the heavy summer stock. ex- 
odus gets underway. 

| As it now stands, any changes 
| in the election procedure adopted 
| by the membership won't be put 

into effect until 1960. 


Ted Ritter Is on Coast 
To Cast Touring ‘Angel’ 


Ted Ritter, president of Theatri- 
| cal Interests Plan, the legit invest- 
| ment-production ‘firm, o> Mon- 
| day (23) te the C 0 line up a 
| cast for a road pany of “Look 
| Homeward, el.” He will remain 
about a , also working on an- 
| other, osed legit project. 

The g edition of the Ketti 
| Frings dr: tization of the Thomas 
| Wolfe novel will probably open 
/on the Coast). presumably in the 
| late summer or éarly fall. Although 
|Kermit Bloomgarden's original 
| Broadway production will probably 
have closed by that e, and isn’t 

slated for tour, the company 











will have new scenery, more suit- 
| able for transportation: 

| TIP is a major investor and is 
also partnered in the management 
| of the Bloomgarden production. 


to vacate the Playhouse next April 


ELECTION REVISIONS 


0'Connell’s Bra, Bra Black Sheep 
Stirs Broadway Jokes and Frets; 
Who Gave Him License to Censor? 





John Vari to England On 
Production of ‘Eugene’ 


John Vari, author of “Farewell, 
Farewell, Eugene,” leaves in about 
two weeks for England to sit in on 
the British production of the play, 
which has been revised by Rodney 
Ackland. It will open a tryout tour 
March 30 in Leeds and is due in 
London in May with Margaret 
Rutherford and Peggy Mount as 
leads. Its being produced by H. M. 
Tennent, in partrership with Ron 
Rawson, who tried it out last sum- 
mer at the John Drew Theatre, East 
Hampton, L. I. 

Author-actor Vari also operates 
the Hampton (N.H.) Playhouse as 
a strawhat. 


Equity Sore At 
Tax Retention 


Actors Equity is burning over 
what it feels is tantamount to a 
doublecross ky the League of N. Y. 
Theatres. The union worked with 
the League since 1953 for a cut in 
the Federal admission tax, on the 
assumption that a remission would 
be passed on to the public in iower 
b.o. prices. Instead, Broadway pro- 
ducers decided, through their or- 
ganization, the League, to keep 
the tax saving as added b.o. rev- 
enue. 

The added coin is being split 
with the theatres in accordance 
with regular sharing terms. The 
tariff reduction eliminated the 
10% bite on the first $1 of the 
ticket charge. Under the plan 
adopted by the managers, 9c of the 
saving is retained as part of the 
established ticket price, and the 
other penny goes to the Govern- 
ment to cover the tax involved in 
the maneuver. 

Equity’s angry reaction to the 
situation is expressed in a stinging 
editorial in the current (March) 
issue of Equity, its official publi- 
cation. Referring to the five years 
that the union worked with the 
League tc lower taxes, the editorial 
declares that the passing on of any 
remission to the public “was _cer- 
tainly the implied, if not expressed 
intent of the entire campaign.” 

In summing up Equity’s attitude, 
the piece adds, “In other words, 
we've been had, and with the New 
Year dawned the realization of a 
cynical duplicity seldom perpe- 
trated in such unashamed and 
public fashion. And what are the 
prospects for future? When will 
Equity and management again unite 
on the legislative front to fight 
our common battie-—the perpetua- 
tion of the ‘Theatre’? Who knows?” 

As a closer, the editorial referred 
to Rep. Frank Thompson's efforts 
to secure additional tax reductions. 
|“But, by the way, Congressman 
| Thompson, don’t you wonder some- 
| times if it’s worth the trouble?” 


New Barn, Bayville, L. L., 
Pariner for Northport 


A new strawhat operation will be 
opened in Bayville, L.L, next sum- 
mer by William Hunt. The spot, 
which will be called the North 
Shore Playhouse, will be run in 
conjunction with Hunt's Red Barn 
Theatre, Northport, L.I. 

In-the-round staging, utilized at 
the Red Barn, will be duplicated 
at the new theatre, opening June 
23. The Northport operation is 
slated to launch its seventh sea- 
son June 9. Each silo will have a 
resident company, with produc- 
tions alternating between the two 
spots for fortnight runs. 

The Playhouse, seating 260, will 
have a 12-week season, while the 
Barn, seating 210, will run 14 
weeks. Hunt intends utilizing one 
director, one pressagent, one 
scenic designer and one costume 
designer for both operations, His 
production plans include a-pres- 
entation of ‘“Mirandolina,” Lady 
Augusta Gregory's English version 
of Goldoni’s comedy, “La Locan- 
diera,” which he also contemplates 
presenting off-Broadway next sea- 
son, 
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+ By ROBERT J. LANDRY 


A detailed investigation of 
the actual legal powers of the 
New York City License Com- 
missioner is being made at the 
request of the American Civil 
Liberties Union. The Colum- 
oe Univ. Law School is doing 





The above bit of news represents 
the overall reaction of civil liber- 
tarians to the latest action of Ber- 
nard J. O'Connell, the town’s new 
brassiere master. The missionaries 
in the South Seas put the native 
women in .Mother Hubbards. 
O’Connell has put the jungle nudes 
in “Les Ballets Africains” into 
Maidenforms. It may be the high 
point of his career. : 


gard the incident as pretty silly, it 
occasioned many a wisecrack at 
O’Connell’s expense. He had 
stormed and taken the breastworks 
without firing a shot, it was jocu- 
larly remarked. He had become 
| the Bobby Clark of censors, Clark's 
famed Robert the Roue of Read- 
ing, Pa. being recalled. Ditto 
Charles Chaplin's pantomime in 
“Modern Times.” 

But beyond the silliness there 
looms the strictly-serious matter 
that the city license commissioner 
is again involved in censoring, 
which the ACLU, most lawyers 
familiar with censorship and show- 
men generally consider none of his 
business. His job is to license 
buildings, not ideas, not artistic 
standards, not performances. - 

Sardi Docket Only 

Until now, few owners or oper- 
ators of theatrical properties have 
eared to challenge the commission- 
er. Mostly they complained to one 
another at Sardi’s Restaurant 
rather than sought injunctive re- 
Yief. Such was the case at the 
Morosco Theatre some years ago 
following the opening of “Cat On 
A Hot Tin Roof.” O'Connell's pres- 
ence backstage and the buckling 
under te his censoring of various 
lines and bits outraged Broadway, 
the Dramatists Guild, ACLU and 
many others. But apart from some 
editorial comments, O'Connell got 
what he wanted at small cost in 
verbalistics. 

Jess Richman, attorney for Lu- 
ben Vichey, of National Concert 
Corp., was in conference over the 
long Washington's Birthday week- 

(Continued on page 60) 


Grateful Minnezpolis 
Has Welcome Luncheons 
‘ , ‘ . ? 
For ‘Anger’ & ‘Peninsula 
Minneapolis, Feb, 24. 

Local legit fans, headed by a 
group called Friends of the Thea- 
tre that’s trying to help make 
touring shows’ engagements suc- 
cessful and to boost the sale of 
A.T.S.-Theatre Guild subscriptions, 
gave a public luncheon last week 
for the cast of “Look Back in 
Anger,” the first touring show to 
play here this season. ‘ 

The welcome gesture, including 
opening-night corsages for the 
Geely paapeined tank sarees 

Vv astonis the yers. 
About nine tables attended the 
ublic the Hotel 











luncheon at 


| ckman, 





The “Anger” reception is being 
repeated this week for Julie Harris 
and members of her “Warm Penin- 
sula” cast. The play is current at 
the State, new local iegit house 
which has replaced the Lyceum, 
now used by a religious group. 

This is the latest the legit season 
ever has opened here and a record 
will be set for dearth of shows. 
There have been a number of can- 
cellatior =. 


‘Tobac:o Road’ Too Rough 

For Honolulu Audiences 

Honolulu, Feb. 24. 

The Honolulu Community Thea- 
tre will detour around “Tobacco 
Road,” at least for this season. 
James Anthony, president of 
Hawaii's major legit group, re- 
veals that plans to produce the 
play have been shelved because 
season ticket purchasers com- 
plained. 

“They thought it was unsuitable 
for this community,” he explains. 





Broadway's inclination was to re- ° 
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STING NEWS 


Follow ng are available parts-in upeoming Broadway, off-Broad- 





way tour.ng, films, industrial and television shows. All information has 


en obtained directly by 
e calls, and has. 
"The ateilable roles 
tions to the list will be 
responsible parties, The intention 


provided by the managements of the shows 


run a lengthy list of blind items. 


In addition to the available parts listed, the 
ductions announced vt Fg this season, but, for 
s, as yet, aren’t mg open casting 
+ he follows: (C) Comedy, (D) Drama, (MC) Musical Comedy, 


tions are 


(MD) Musical Drama, (Rep) Repeztory, 


the Varizty Casting Department by tele- 


as of noon yesterday (Tues.). 


rechecked 
Uhh tetrepeated weekly until filled, and addi- 
made only when information is secured from 
is to service performers with leads 


involved rather than to 
tabulation includes pro- 
which, the manage- 
calls. Parenthetical designa- 


(DR) Dramatic Reading. 





Legit 











BROADWAY 


“Flight to Matia” (M). Produc- 
er, Jamieson Productions, 350 W. 
57th St.; Director, Clay Yurden; 
musica! director, 

Available parts; femme lead, 


28. Spanish type ° 

lead, 16. singer, American teen- 
age type; male singer, 38, 
Amcrican, stim, Don Ameche “ 


male singer, 45-50, Spanish 
tor type, stocky; male, 17, Ameri- 
can teerage singer; femme singer, 
28-30, ee sophisticated; —— 
singer, 19, Latin appearance, 
League manner; two male charac- 
ter comedian-singers. .Mail photo 
and resume to producers. 
“Flower Drum Song” (MC). Pro- 
ducers, Richard Rodgers, Oscar 
Hammerste'n 2d & Joseph Fields. 
Male and femme dance 


actors of Oriental appearance for 
the contemplated tou and Eng- 
lish companies. Mail and 


resume to Eddie Blum, c/o Rodgers 
& Hammerstein, 488 Madison Ave, 

“Sure Sien of Spring” (MC). 
Producer, NET Production, 234 W. 
44th St., director, John Stix; chor- 
eographer, Matt Mattox. Parts: 
Femme lead, French, early 20’s, 
fo at ee _— — 
middleag ex-boo r, ex: - 
nival man; male, cote Scot, late 


20’s, dour, proud, husky fisherman; | 
ddleaged, 


femme comedy lead, 
realistic French _ bus : 
male comedy lead, Scot, boassful 
affable, middleaged retired sea 
captain; male, late 40’s, French vil- 
lage priest, strong, raw-boned; 
femme singer, early 30’s, hard- 
talking; male, gentle, close mouth- 
ed, giant; also, rugged ‘fishermen, 
elderly villagers, innocent young 
people and children of all ages. 
Mail photo and resume ‘to pro- 
ducers. ‘ 

“West Side Story” (MD). Pro- 
ducers, Robert Griffith & Harold 
Prince. Auditions will be held 
every Tuesday, 2 p.m., at the Win- 
ter Garden Theatre, 1643 broadway, 
for replacements of the way 
and London companies. Apply for 
appointments, stage door at 2 p.m. 
or 8 p.m., to Lo Hardis or George 
Eckert. Calls for dancers for re- 

lacements for schedule’ tour. 

quity call Feb. 26; male 11 a.m.; 
femme, 2 p.m. Open ells Feb. 27; 
male 11 a.m.; femme, 2 p.m. 


OFF-BROADWAY . 


“And the Wind B’ews” (D). Pro- 
ducers, George Charles. Joan Hor- 
vath & Luis Martinz; director, 
Martinz. Available parts for 
ican Indias and peasant types: boy, 
10-13, srvall, loveable; male, Por- 
tuguese, late 40’s, short, stocky, 
Akim Tamirrof type; male, 50, 
resolute, irritable,. a Auditions, 
Feb. 22 from 2 to 6 p.m., St. Marks 
Playhouse, 2d Ave. and 8th St. 
Bring photo and resume. 

P 1 148 W doth St. Parts: ane 
ell, a | t. ; youn 
tonoat? William Tabbert type; aor 
comediennes. Mail photo and 

resume to producer. 

“Courtyard” (Dj. Producers, An- 
thony & Goodman Productions, 
1225 Sixth Ave. Accepting photo 
and resume of performers via mail 
only; also resume of potential tech- 


nicians, managers, stage meanness. 
“Father” (D). lucer, Living 
Theatre, 530 Sixth Ave.; director 





Julian Beck. To be presented in| March 


repertory with the current “ 
Loves.” Parts, experience r 
male lead, classical style, for 100- 
year-old; femme, white or Negro, 
brooding, powerful. physically and 
in speech; male, to appear 15-and 
able to age as play progresses. Mail 
photo and resume to or. 
d ce aie m Libr s “Theatre 
ucers, uity ‘ary : 
pnt ary Adrain Hall. Rehearsal 
period March 9-April 4. Cone 
ll W. 18th St., 2d fl. front. Mare 
2-3, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; March 4, %-10 
p.m. ‘bring membership cards). 
Parts. femme, | 35-40, 1 
figure, ‘aut face, hysterical; male, 
about 30, handsonie, : sex. 
combined with quality of purity; 
femme, past: 30, odd fugitive 


, 


beauty, defiant, fragile; femme, in 
40's, heavy build, insecure, reli- 
gious fanatic; male, 40-45, gaunt, 
wolfish, incurably ill; femme, 35-40, 
pregnant, gossipy; om 35-45, 
lays a sort of Greek chorus; male, 
bie sadistic, coarse; male, about 
35, handsome, a few lines but good 
part; nurse (femme), cold, prim; 
two men, heavy, redfaced, south- 
ern; two femme, old biddies; three 
men and a femme for bits, southern 
types, can be non-Equity. Negro 
man, conjure man type, no lines, 
but interesting role. All parts are 


Leigh Connell, Theodore Mann & 
Jose Quintero, c/o Circle in the 

Theatre. Casting all parts 
through agents only. 


OUT OF TOWN 

Ballet Florence & Frederic De 
Paris, c/o Music Corp. of America, 
598 Madison Ave., N.Y. 22. Avail- 
able parts for femme dancers, 5’ 
51%4"-5’ 614” (without shoes); mod- 
ern ballet essential. For tour of 
U.S. and Europe. Mail photo and 


resume. 

“Ballets: U.S.A.” Producer, Le- 
land Hayward in association with 
International Cultural Program. 
Director - choreographer, Jerome 
Robbins. Parts for dancers expert 
rin classic, jazz and comedy tech- 
niques. Mail letter detailing quali- 
fications, background and’ experi- 
ence, address, Jerome Robbins, c/o 








Leland Hayward, 655 Madison 
Ave., New York 21. 
STOCK 


TOURING PACKAGES 

“Bells are Ringing” (MC). Pro- 
ducer, Stanley Prager, 47 W. 44th 
St., N.Y.C. accepting photo and 
resume by mail; casting all parts. 

“Li’l Abner” (MC). Same casting 
setup as for “Bells Are Ringing” 
(see above). 

JONES BEACH, N. Y. 

“Seng of Nerway” (MD), to be 
repeated from mid-June through 
Sept. 7 at Jones Beach, N.Y. Pro- 
ducers, Leonard Ruskin & Guy 
Lombardo, 730 Fifth Ave. N.Y.C. 
Parts available for leading and 
ensemble singers, ensemble 
dancers. Mail photo and resume to 
above address. 

ALLENTOWN, PA. 

Guthsville Playhouse, P. O. Box 
1125; Producer-director, John 
Cameron. Equity, non-Equity 
players and apprentices sought for 
18-week season; mail photo and res- 
ame to producer, c/o theatre. 
Casting April 24-25 in New York. 

ATLANTA, GA. 

Theatre-Under-the-Stars (Muni- 
cipal Theatre, Inc.); producer- 
director, Eric Matison, 35-15 75th 
St., Jackson Heights, N.Y. Accept- 
ing photo and resume of Broad- 
way and stock credits. Mail to pro- 


ducer. 
BLAUVELT, N.Y. 
Rockland County Playhouse; 
producer, Alwin Leber. Mail photo 
and resume to the theatre, 474 
Greenbush Road, Blauvelt, N.Y. 
Casting to start in May. 
TILING SPRINGS, PA. 
Allenberry Playhouse. Planning 
28-week season, including two mu- 
sicals. Mail phcto and resume of 
Broadway and stock credits to 
managing director Richard N. 
Gage, c/o Allenberry Playhouse. 
; BUFFALO 


Melody Fair; producer, Lewis T. 
Fisher. Equity calls for dancers 
17: male, 10 a.m.; femme, 
12 noon: Equity calls for singers 
same date: femme, 2 p.m.; male, 
4 p.m.: Open ca'ls March 18, same 
schedule as Equity; March 19 
finals. Audition held at Showcase 
Studios, 950 Eighth Ave., N.Y.C. 

DAYTON, O. 

Summer Theatre (tem- 
porary name). Producer, Douglas 
Crawford, 40 W. 55th St., N.Y. 
Mail photo and resume of Broad- 
way and stock credits to producer. 
(Equity and non-Equity). Will al- 
ternate six straight plays and six 
musicals. 

MILBURN, N.J. 
Mill Playhorse; producer, 
Carrington; cho eographer, 





Anthony Nelle. Equity call for 
ducers, March 9 at 2 p.m. Equity 


mos AD oF 


calls for femme singers March 10, 
at 1:30 p.m.; Equity calls for male 
singers March 11, at 11 a.m. Audi- 
tions Variety Arts Studios, 225 W. 
46th St., N. Y. C. 

NEW HOPE, PA. 

Bucks County Playhouse; pro- 
ducer, Michael Ellis. Mail photo 
and resume of Broadway and stock 
credits to Jack Lenny, c/o Lenny- 
Debin, 140 W. 58th St. N.Y. 

SACANDAGA, N. Y. 

Sacandaga Summer Theatre, Pro- 
ducer, Anthony Brady Farrell Pro- 
ductions; managing director, John 
Larson. Casting’ principle roles in 
“Li'l Abner; “Bells are Ringing,” 
“New Girl in, Town” and ‘Gentle- 
men Prefer Blondes” for stock and 
package presentation. Mail photo 
and resume to Larson, c/o Farrell 
Productions, 237 W. 51st St. Chorus 
audition to be held in aw March. 





Music Fair; producer, Lewis T. 
Fisher. Same casting schedule and 
place as for the Melody Fair, Buf- 
falo (see above). 

WARWICK, R.I. 

Warwick Musical Theatre; ee 
ducer, Burton L. Bonoff & n 
Segal: Equity calls for dancers 
March 24: male, 10 a.m.; femme, 
12 noon. od calls for singers 
same day: femme, 2 p.m.; male, 
4 p.m. Open calls March 25, same 
schedule as Equity. Auditions held 
at Showcase Studios, 950 Eighth 
Ave., N.Y.C. Finals, March 26. 

FUTURE SHOWS 

“And So Farewell” (D). Pro- 
ducer, Norman Twain (no produc- 
tion office sect). 

“Before the Fall” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Betty Lee Hunt & Ira 
Cirker (no production office set). 

“Happy Town” (MC). Producers, 
B & M Theatre Productions, c/o 
Lenny-Debin, 140 W. 58th St. 

“Lend An Ear” (MR). Producers, 
Stephan Slane & Jenny Lou Law, 
(no production office set). 

“Let’s Go Steady” (MC)—pro- 
ducer Edward Padula (1501 Broad- 
way, LA 4-4860). 

“Purging of Simon Madden” (C). 
Producer, Norman Twain (see 
above). 

“Satin Legs Smith” (MC). Pro- 
ducer, Warren Coleman, 729 Sev- 
enth Ave. 

“Skin Deep” (MC). Producers, 
P. R. B. Productions. 

“Tobacco Read” (CD). Producer, 
David Moss Productions, 580 Fifth 
Ave. 

SHOWS IN REHEARSAL 

BRUADWAY 

“Desert Incident” (D). Pro- 
ducers, Tad Danielewski & Morris 
Feld. 234 W. 44th St. 

“Destry Rides Again” (MC). Pro- 
ducer, Daivd Merrick, 246 W. 44th 
St.. LO 3-0830. 

“Gypsy” (M). Producers, David 
Merrick & Leland Rayward, 246 
[ W. 44th St., LO 3-0830. 

OFF-BROADWAY 

“Gerainium Hat” (D). Pro- 
ducers, New Drama Productions, 
c/o M. J. Meyer, 154 Nassau St. 

“Ole” (MC). Producer-director, 
Max Leavitt, AL 5-4222. 

“Widowers’ Houses” (D), Pro- 
ducer, William Landis (no address 
available). 


SIGNED 
BROADWAY 

Desert Incident: Paul Roeblinz, 
Walter Klavin, Mary Suesan Locke, 
Ronnie Tourso, Dorothy Black- 
burn, John Heldabrand, Lynn For- 
reste, Sylvia Daneel. 

Destry Rides Again: Rosetta 
LeNoire, Libi Staiger, Don Mc- 
Henry. 

Goldilocks: Jonathan Anderson 
(succeeding Richard Armbruster). 

Geed Will Ambassador: Dennis 
King (instead of Herbert Marshall). 

Kataki: Ben. Piazza. 

Say Darling: Mindy Carson, Or- 
son Bean, David Atkinson, Betsy 
von Furstenberg. 

Sunrise et Campobello: Michaele 
Myers (succeeding Grace Albert- 
son). 

Triple Play: Biff McGuire, Fran- 
cis Compton, Geoffrey Lumo, Helen 
Seamon, Jessica Tandy, Hume 


Cronyn, 
OFF-BOADWAY 
Crucible: Marjorie Shaffer, Cath- 
erine Payne (succeeding Anne 
Ives). Gladys Rothrock (succeed- 
ing Marjorie Shafier), 
Our Towers John Beal. 

She Shall Mave Music: Ronald 
Long (succeed'n¥s.Edgar Daniels), 
Widowers’ Ho: + Dran Seite. 
OUT OF T ? 

Babes in Arms: Julie Wilson, 
Brian Davies, Barbara” Sharma. 





Television 








“Camera Three,” educational, 
drama, CBS; producer, John Mc- 
Giffert. Submit photo and resume 
for consideration. Nat Greenblatt 
(524 W. 57th St.). 

Dela McC2rihy Assoc., 515 Mad- 





ison Ave. Casting, Colin D’Arcy. 


Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration. 

Grey Advertising, 430 Park Ave. 
Casting, Jim Kaye. Submit photo 
and resume by mail only. 

Huntington Hartford Agency, 13 
LE. 48th St.; casting director, Mar- 
shal Migatz. Auditioning by. ap- 
pointment; applicants mail after 
March 10, photo and resume. 

“J.” filmed on location — CBS; 
producer, Gilbert Ralston; casting 
through Marc Merson; address by 


W. 57th St. Available parts: un- 
usual types, interesting faces, good 
physical conditions, will consider 
applicants having had odd occupa- 
tions. Submit photo and resume. 
J. Walter Thompson ad agency, 
420 Lexington Ave.; casting direc- 
tor, Evelyn Peirce. Commercials 
only; cast from file; application for 


mail. 

Kastor, Hilton, Chesley, Clifford 
& Atherton ad agency, 420 Lexing- 
ton Ave. 
Mail photo and resume. 

“Lamp Unto My Feet,” religious 
drama, CBS; producer, Don Keller- 
man; director, James MacAllen. 
Submit photo and resume for con- 
sideration, Nat Greenblatt (524 W. 
57th St.). 

Lawrence Welk show (Plymouth 
Motors), ABC-TV — Seeking teen- 
age vocal and instrumental per- 
pormers for guest appearances or 
as permanent band members. Sub- 
mit disk or tape nuome-recorded 
acceptable) of wellknown pop or 
standard numbers, plus recent 
photo, short biographical summary. 
Address Plymouth Show, ABC 
Studio, Hollywood, or 2623 Santa 
Monica blvd., Santa Monica. 

Lennen & Newall ad agency, 380 
Madison Ave., casting director, 
Harriet Wilner. Interested in photo 
and resume of character types 
only, at present. 

“Leok Up & Live,” religious- 
dramatic, CBS. Producer, Jack 
Kuney; casting, Mare Merson, 524 
W. Sith St. Casting from files. 
Mail photo and resume. 

N. W. Ayer & Sons, -Inc., ad 
agency, PlL 7-5700; casting direc- 
tor, Guy Wallase. Casting - for 
Breck Shampoo, available parts for 
pretty natural blondes or femmes 
with light red or light brown hair, 
about shoulder lefigth er there- 
abouts.- Phone for ene. 

National Screen rvice, 1600 
Broadway. Casting, Carl Carbone. 
Submit photo and composite for 
consideration. 

orth Advertising, 6 E. 45th St. 
Casting Frank Higgins. Cast from 
files for the Toni commercials, Pre- 
fer models with good hair. Mail 
photo and resume for considera- 
tion. 

Reach, McClintion & Co., 505 
Park Ave.; casting, Esther Latterell. 
Photo and resume — via 
majl only for commercials; YS, 
girls; middleaged and elderly men 
and women; also young and mature 
women for shampoo commercials. 

“The Verdict Is Yours,” unre- 
hearsed courtroom dramas. CBS; 
producer, Eugene Burr; director, 
Byron Paul; casting contact, Liam 
Bunn, CBS, 524 W. 57th St. (do not 
phone). No open casting; all done 
from files. Submit photo and res- 
ume for consideration. 

WECA-TV, (30 Rockefeller 
Plaza, N.Y. 20), accepting appli- 
cations for auditions for all gen- 
eral talent, except dramatic actors 
alternate Tuesdays. Apply by mail 
to “Open Auditions.” — 





Industrial 


Buick Industrial Show for Sum- 
mer, 1959. @horeographer, James 
Nygren. Call for Equity femme 
dancers, March 5 at 10 a.m. sharp, 
Mark Hellinger Theatre, 237 W. 
Sist St. 














London Shows 


(Figures denvu.e cvenng dates) 


LONDON 
Af Drop of Her, Por.une 1-24 
Auntie Mone, Adelphi (9-10-58). 
Bive Magic Revue, Wales (2-19-59). 
Breath of Spring, Duke York’s (3-26-53). 
Brovheha, Aldwych (8-27-58) 
*Chrysanthemum, Apollo (11-13-53). 
Cinderella, Coliseum (12-18-58), 
Day in Life Cf, Savoy (10-1-58). 
pers Carte, Prince's (12-15-58) 
Five Finger Exercise, Comedy (7-16-58) 
For Aduits Only, Strand (6-25-58). 
Friends & Neighbors, Vic. Pal. (11-11-58). 
Grass is Greener, St. Mart. (12-2-58). 
jook, Line, Sinker, Piccadilly (11-19-58). 
-*rema La Douce, Lyric (7-17-58). 
Living for Pie=sure, Garrick (7-10-58). 
Long, Short, Tell, ek (1-7-59). 
-58). 
. Ambassadcrs (11-25-52). 
ady, Drury Lane (4-30-58). 
in the Book, Criterion (4-2-58) 
Roar Like a Dove, Phoenix (9-25-57). 
pepe, Voscaey New (1-15-59). 





Unexpected Guest, Duchess @-12 
Valmouth, Saville (1-27-59). 
West Sice Story, M>jesty’s (12-12-58). 
Woman On Stair, Westminster (1-22-59). 
* Transfer 

SCHEDU! £O CPENINGS 
lown Jewels, Vic. Palace (2-5-59). 
omedie Franc =. oom (3-16-59). 


Where's Cherley, faace (2-20-58). 


" was 





v ‘o sate 


mail only, Barbara Tuck, CBS, 524 | ; 


appointment, photo and resume by war 


Casting, Richard King. | maia 








Leek After Lalu 


New Haven, Feb. 19. 
Playwrights Co. & Gilbert Miller, Lance 
Hamilton & Charles Russell presentation 


“Occupé-toi 
.” by Georges Feydeau. Stars 
eddy McDowall, Tammy Grimes, Gosege 
r; features Kurt Kasznar, Polly 
Rowles, Jack Gilford. Direction, Cyril 
Ritchard; scene and costumes, Cecil 
Beaton; . ymond Sovey. Opened 
Feb. 13, . at Shubert Theatre, New 
Haven; $4.80 top 
Lulu d’Arville 





Philip Fri és. Rory Marrity. craig 

I pe’s rrien or ar. . a 
Huebing, Bil Berger 

Lulu’s Friends... Barbara nm, Sasha 


SRS 5 
php aba duesecoctets iy les 
Marcel Blanchard ...... Roddy MeDowall 
Koschnadieff .......... Eli ob 


is Ra 
Jack Gilford 
David Faulkner, 
David Thurmaa 
Kurt sznar 


.. Reva Rose 
Montgomery 
ohn Alderman 





This Noel Coward romp should 
draw everything from chuckles to 
pee on its upcoming arrival on 

oadway. Its theme is about as 
original as a tide table and much 
of its business is straight from the 
old school, but it is entertainingly 
presented as escapist fare. 

French farce, a term synonymous 
with hiding-under-the-bed, caught- 
in-scant-attire, and similar pre- 
dicaments, gets liberal expression 
in this translation, which also has 
numerous diversionary movements 
of a distinct Noel Coward-Cyril 
Ritchard stamp. Witty lines, many 
of them decidedly racy, abound 
and the tried-and-true sftuations 
get a slightly new interpretation. 

Certain sagging segments re- 
quire going-over and consistently 
rapid pacing: The basic premise 
is ridiculous (one character re- 
marks, “You wouldn’t believe this 
if you saw it on a stage”), but the 
farce playing is in its favor. 

The story concerns a_ stock 
broker’s attractive and effervescent 
mistress involved in a supposedly 
trumped-up marriage with another 
man, who stands to acquire a sub- 
stantial cash profit thereby. Com- 
plications break out when the mar- 
riage proves to be real, but the 
couples pair off properly at the 
finale. 

The play is given a lush produc- 
tion, and the sets and costumes 
get keen audience response. Done 
in the period of 1908 Paris (the 
date of the original presentation) 
there’s opportunity for ornate 
color. 

The fine cast plays cream-puff 
for all it’s worth. Tammy Grimes 
looks and acts the mistress skill- 
fully. Roddy McDowall’s version 
of the duped bridegroom is good 
and George Baker’s picture of the 
lover also impresses. 

Support is excellent, the stand- 
outs ing Kurt Kasznar as a 
prince on the make, Polly Rowles 
as an amorous duchess, Jack Gil- 
ford as a Dutch-dialect-ridden god- 
father, and as lesser lights, Ellis 
Rabb as the prince’s aide, Eric 
Christmas as father of the mistress, 
Reva Rose as a _ bumpkin-type 
maid, Arthur Malet as a French 
mayor and David Hurst as a police 
inspector. 

“Lulu” won’t win a prize, but 


| it can make a lot of people laugh. 


Bone. 





Handel’s ‘Deidamia’ Will 





Get U.S. Bow at College 


The Hartt Opera-Theatre Guild 
of the U. of Hartford will present 
Handel's last opera, “Deidamia,” 
tonight (Wed.) and Friday and 
Saturday nights (27-28) for three 
performances. It’s believed that 
the engagement at the Talcott 
School auditorium in Elmwood 
Center. about five miles from down- 
tewn Hartford, will be the initial 
U. S. presentation of the work. 

Dr. Elemer Nagy, head of the 
Hartt College of Music opera de- 
partment, will stage the opera and 
design the scenery and costumes. 
Dr. Moshe Parnov, president of the 
Julius Hartt Musical Foundation, 
will be the musical director.’ 


SCHEDULED N.Y. OPENINGS 
(Theatres Set) 


BROADWAY 
Look After Lu'u, Miller's (°-3-59). 
duno, Winter Garden (3-9-59). 
Sweet Bird, Beck (3-10-59). 
Raisin in Sun, Barrymore (wk. 3-11-59). 
ute City Center (G-12-59). 
First impressions, A'tvin (3-19-59). 
Desert incident, Golden (3-24-59). 
Triple Pisy, Playhouse (4-15-59). 
Rides Again, (mperial (4-23-59). 
Gypsy, Broadway (5-7-59). 
OFF-BRCADWAY 
polem, St. Mark’s (2-25-59). 
tri Bountiful, Theatre East (2-26-59), 


4 
\ 
Royal Gambit, Sullivan St. ¢ 
Ovr Town, Circle in 
‘ ium 





(3- . 
peran at, Orpheum (3-17-59). 
jie, Greenwich Mews (3-19-59). 
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Road Smooth For Most Tryouts; 
First’ 61146, ‘Bird’ $46,100, Philly; 
‘Juno’ $43,200 Hub; ‘Lulu’ 296 (6), NH. 


The road held to form last week, 
with business strong for some 
shows and weak for others. “Music 
Man” and “My Fair Lady” were 
the top grossers. The tryout, 
“First Impressions,” set a new 
house record for the Forrest, 
Philadelphia. 

“Sweet Bird of Youth” and 

“Look After Lulu” also played to 
sock business on their pre-Broad- 
way stands. The Julie Harris- 
starrer, “Warm Peninsula,” piled 
up the top gross of its lengthy 
cross-country tour in an eight per- 
formance Portland-Seattle split. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Parenthetie designations for out- 
of-town shows are the same as for 
Broadway, except that hyphenated 
T with show classification indicates 
tryout and RS indicates road show. 
Also, prices on touring shows in- 
— 10% Federal Tax and local 

tax, if any, but as on Broadway 
grosses are net; i.e. exclusive of |, 
taxes. Engagements are for single 
week unless otherwise noted. 

ATLANTIC CITY 

Gay Felons, Warren (C-T) ($4-$5; 
1,470) (Denise Darcel, Jacques 
Francois, George Tobias). Opened 
Feb. 16 to an affirmative notice 
(Fink, Press); about $15,800, with 
local subscription accounting for 
$8,200. Previous week, $9,200 for 
four performances at the Ptlay- 
house, Wilmington. 


BOSTON 

Juno, Shubert (MD-T) (3d wk) 
$4.95;-$6.25; 1,717; $52,000) (Shir- 
ley Booth, Melvyn Douglas). Over 
$43,200 with two days of 
subscription. Previous week, inad- 
vertently underquoted, was over 
$46,800. 





CHICAGO 
Shubert (MC-RS) (2d | 


Music Man, 
wk) aoe 2,100; $71,458). 
Over $68,900 with Guild Subscrip- 
tion. Previous cake $45,000 for 
four performances and one pre- 
view. 

Raisin in the Sun, Blackstone 
{D-T) (24 wk) Ls ay 1,450; 
$36,800) (Sidney Poitier). Almest 
$26,800. Previous week, $14,200 for 


Roman,. Jeffrey 
a $17,100. wredaww 
week, $20,500. 





CINCINNATI 
Lil Abmer, Shubert (MC-RS, 
ck 53-$5.09; 2,000; 
$60,000). Nearly $21.500 for seven 
performances here Tuesday-Satur- 
day (17-21). Also picked up areund 
$4,700 on a one-niter Monday (16) 
at the M Auditorium, 
Charleston, W. Va. Previous week, 
$35,300 for seven-perfermance 

split. 

CLEVELAND 
Dark at the Top of the Stairs, 
Hanna (D-RS) (2d wk) ($4; 1.515; 
$28,000). Nearly $17,200 with Guild 
— Previeus week, $17,- 





a 

Girls in 509, Shubert (C-RS) (2d 
wk) a 2,050; $31,000) 

‘Wood, Imogene Coca). Over - 
100. Previous week, $30,000. 

My Fair . Riviera (MC-RS) 
(2d wk) ($5; 2.700; $100,000) (Mi- 
ehael Evans, Diane Todd). Over 
$67,800. Previous week, $67,200. 





APOLIS 

Look Back in Anger, State (D- 
RS) ($4.30; 2,200) (Donald Harren, 
Pippa Scott). Almost baw srl with 
Guild subseription. Previous 
$15,300 at the Pabst, Milwaukee. 


NEW HAVEN 
Look After Lulu, S (C-T) 


hubert 
($4.80; 1,650; $30,000) (Roddy Mc- | sc? 


Dowall, Tammy Grimes. George 
Beker). Opened last Wednesday 
18) to one favorable review 
(Johnson, Journai-Courier) and one 
unfavorable 
Register); f 
performances, incleding a special 
matinee Friday (20). 


DELPHIA 
First Impressions, Forrest (MC- 
T) (24 wk) ($6-$6.60; 1,700; $62,511) 
(Polly Farley ranger, 
Bormioall ). record 


idmey Btackmer). - 
$46,100. Previous week, 


$49,700 





for eight performances and one 
preview. 


_ 


Ww N 

Ged and Kate Murphy, National 
(D-T) ae aa 1,677; $41,486) 
(Fay Ce Opened Feb. 17 
to three n ceive notices (Car- 
mody, Star; Post; pone 
News); over $3,800 for seven 
formances. Previous week, 13. 
000 at the Wilbur, Boston. Original 
two-week here was cut to 
a single stanza with production 
moving to Broadway where it 
opens tomorrow night (Thurs.). 


SPLIT WEEKS 

Romanoff and Juliet (C-RS) 
(Bert Lahr)—Totalled $25,300 for 
eight performances, as follows: 
Munici New Orleans, Sunday 
(15), two, $3,000; Ellis Auditorium, 
Memphis, Tuesday-Thursday (17- 
19), Temple, Birm- 
ingham, Friday-Saturday (20-21), 





three, $9,900. All dates were on | 0! 
Broadway Theatre League sub- | Tom 
scription. Previous week, $21,600 a? 


for eight-performance split. 
Warm Peninsula (CD-T) (Julie 
Harris). Totalled $42,100 for eight 
performances, as follows: Para- 
mount, Portland, Tuesday 
day (17-18), three, $15,300; Moore, 
Seattle, Thursday-Saturday (19-21), 
five, $26, week, 
100 at the Curran, San Francisco. 


Showtent for Hub Skeds 





Robards Jr. for ‘Macbeth’ 


Boston, Feb. 24. 
Jason Robards Jr. and Siobhan 


McKenna will costar in “Macbeta” | 
this summer at the tent theatre to | 


be erected on the Charles River 

shore as part of the new Metro- 

District Commission rec- 

reation centre under the Cam- 
bridge Drama Festival. 

Miss McKenna was here recent- 

ly x7 plant a symbolic bush of 


mountain laure} at the theatre site | 


in Allston. 


Young Quits Pitt CLO 


, Feb. 24. 





Edward H. Young has resigned | 


as executive secretary of the Pitts- 
burgh Civic Light Opera Assn. He 
had been with the al freseo sum- 
mer theatre organization since 
1952, but quit to take advance 
study in edueational and rehabili- 
tatien guidance and counseling at 
Penn State Univ. His successor 
hasn't been named. 

Young's departure comes on the 
eve of CLOA’s switch this summer 
from the mammoth Pitt Stadium to 
a tent operation near the new Civic 
Auditorium, which is to house the 
group’s productions when it is fin- 
ished, probably in 1962. 


(Feb. 22-March 8) 
we ay *. A the Top of the Stairs—Shubert, 
Dear Liar (tryout) (Katharine Cornell, 
Brian Aherne)—Sembrers, Phoenix } 
Desert Incident (trvou!)—Shubert. 





-Wednes- | ; 


COLONIE EXPANDS SKED 


Showtent at Latham, N. Y., Goes 
to 14 Weeks for Second Season 





cal summer The span 
will end Sept. ' wthe | same as last 
year. 0 


The canvaser registered one of 
its biggest weeks last season with 
a touring package of “Auntie 
Mame,” stazvring Shirl Conway, on 
the final week, when most local 
strawhats were closed. 





The Beachcomber 


Palm Beach, Feb. 17. 
Frank Hale & Paul Crabtree presen- 
tation oe ‘three-act comedy by Crabtree. 


by the author; scenery, James 
y. Stars Arthur Treacher, Fernanda 
Mentel, Carleton ry tures 
al. Lawrence 
Kane Opened Feb. 16, ‘59, 
yal Poinciana Playhouse, Palm 


Arthur Treacher 
pe {aa & Enid Markey 
Carleton Carpenter 





Abby Van Doren ... Tren ne 
po we dUed Marcie bert Betsy 
Anna Lista, Basha Re 
— Eva mn, Nina 
Carly! kpatrick wrence 
Kattie Kirkpatrick ...... Nancy Carroll 
WED «choc «9.0 atwp spars Theseus George 
Permamda ......-+.-++++ Fernanda Montel 
Dr. Merriweather:....... Bert Bertr 
Maid os ..... Lueilie Benson 
Policemen G. Wood, W Lantea 
Johnny Drew .......... Marshal] Graat 
Cutler ‘ of 3 -y- 
Young Men ...Perry Peace, + 
aro 
Band ..... Joe Dumas, Ralph Tornacci, 
Chapia 





The local sun-and-rum colony is 
the subject of this frothy concoc- 
tion by Poinciana Playhouse co- 
producer Paul Crabtree. whe also 
doubles as director. The comedy 
might also prove indigenous to 
such other society resorts as the 
Hamptons on Long Island, or New- 
port or even the Riviera. “The 
Beachcomber” is a lot of rewrite 
and condensation away frem Broad- 
way, however. 

Crabtree reputedly wrote the 
play around Arthur Treacher as 


the serivt contains a bit of almost 
every kind of fanciful fooling. it 
lacks cohesian 





nanda Montel playing herself to a 
musical accompaniment. 

The lIeeale is the financier’s 
beach house, in which the title 
character is a squatter during the 
off-season. The complicated plot 
centers around the picaresaue loaf- 
er’s attempt make good a boast of 
being able to earn £250,000 in four 
years, en F gen of having to get 
a jeb and — an adoring so- 
ciety teena 

Enid Markey is skillfully comic 
as the tycoon’s vague wife. Law- 

Fleteher 


impressive wardrobé, and there 
are notable supporting bits by G. 
Wood and William Lanteau = 3" 


B’way Dips, But ‘Majority’ $45,800, 
‘Suzie’ $41,400, Pleasure’ $34,800, OK, 
‘Rashomon’ $32,700, Feeling’ $25,500 


Broadway was generally down 
again last week. A pickup is ex- 
pected this stanza, as most shows 
got off to a good start Monday (23) 
on both the special holiday mati- 
nees and the regular evening per- 
formanees. 

Sellouts last week included 
“Flower Drum Song,” “La Plume 
de Ma Tante,” “Marriage-Go- 
Round,” “Music Man,” “My Fair 
Lady” and “Redhead.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
MC (Musical-Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal-Drama), O (Opera), OP (Op- 
eretta). 

Other parenthetic designations 
refer, respectively, to weeks played, 
number of performances through 
last Saturday, top prices (where 
two prices are given, the higher is 
jor Friday-Saturday nights and the 
lower for weeknights), number of 
seats, capacity gross and stars. 
Price includes 10% Federal and 


Hott, | 5% City tar, but grosses are net; 


i.e., exclusive of taxes. 

Bells Are Ringing, Alvin (MC) 
(114th wk; 908 p) ($8.05; 1,453; $59,- 
000) (Judy Holliday). 


to tour. 

Cold Wind and the Warm, Mo- 
rosco (D) (llth wk; 88 p) ($6.90; 
946; $35,300) (Eli Wallach, Maureen 


Stapleton). Almost $15,900. Previ- 
ous week, $18,200. 
Disenchanted, Coronet (D) (12th 


wk; 93 p) ($6.90; 1,101; $36,131) 
(Jason Robards, Jr., 

Harris). Over $19, 500, on twofers. 
Previous week, $19,300 

Flewer Drum Song, ‘st. James 
(MC) (12th wk; 96 p) ($8.05; 1,615; 
$62,632. Over $62,600. Previous 
week, same. 

Gazebo, Lyceum (C) (llth wk; 
82 p) ($6.96; 995; $29,600) (Walter 
Slezak, Jayne Meadows). Over 
$19,900. Previous week $20,700. 

Geldilecs, Lunt-Pontanne (MC) 
(19th wk; 158 p) ($9.90; 1,402; $69,- 
852) (Dom Ameche, Eline Stritch). 
Nearly $32,100. Previous week, 
$32,800; closes next Saturday (28). 

Jamaica, Imperial (MC) (63d wk; 
499 p) ($8.35; 1,427; $64,000) (Lena 
Horne, Ricardo Montalban). Over 
$38,300 on twofers, Previous week, 
$40,900 on twofers. 

LB. ANTA (D) (1th wk; 
($6.95; 1.185; $46,745) (Pat tinge, 
Christopher Plummer, Raymond 
Massey). Nearly $33,100. Previous 
week, $35,800. Hingle, who was 
injured last Friday (21) in a plunge 
down an elevator shaft at his New 
York residence’ and placed on the 
critical list in Knickerbocker Hes- 
pital, is out of the cast indefinitely. 
As of yesterday (Tues.), the hes- 
pital reported his condition as fair. 
Ferd Rainey is pinehhitting in the 
title role. 

La Plume de Ma Tante, Royale 
(R) (15th wk; 119 p) ($7.50; 1,050; 
41,800) ‘(Robert Dhery). Almost 
$42,600. Previous week, $42.900. 

Leok Hemeward, Angel, Barry- 
more (D) (65th wk; 516 p) ($6.90; 
1.076; $41,191) (Miriam Hopkins, 
Ed Begley). Over $17,000 on two- 


a Ay « < SN . | cal’ cops, Purdum fers. Previous week, $20,100 on 

gen, Farley Granger. yy *--% stockbroker. Perry Pease. Bob ¢ Car twofers. Has to vacate theatre 
Trem, Pally on Se 2 ee ee “attractive | March 7 

Sr Ghee ead _| young men,” Lucille Benson as 

My al Majority of One, Shubert (C) 

oar bes a wi ibur, Wilbur: | flustered Imaid — Theseus | (3<¢ wk; 8 p) ($6.90; 1,453; $62,000) 

in V , Ped. 18, °59). - orge as a muscular Indian but- | (Cegric’ Hardwicke, Gertrude Berg). 

Girls in  * Peney Wood, Imogene Culm. Nearly $45,800. Previous week, 


Good con a ge! (tryout) ensis 
. Dublix @-7). 

June Shirley Booth, Melvyn 

Boston (23-28. y et 

‘an. 


Dourtas . 
to N.Y.) Meviewed in VARIETY 


tel Abner Lae omg ae pt ma 
St. L. @328); —_ i 


© 4) ats 


_stater @en; Mallwaukee 
(3-7) (Reviewed in VARIETY. Now. 5, “58. 








iger 
(CARNEGIE HALL, N.Y.) 
Still a when f from So- 











My 
in | (154th wk; 





$11,700 for three previews. 


Make a Milliom, Playhouse (C) 5g) 


(18th wk; 140 p) (96.90; 994; $36,- 
700) (Sam Levene), About $13,000. 
Previous week, around $16,000. Has 
to vacate theatre April 11. 

Marriage - Ge - Round, Plymouth 
(C) (17th wk; 133 p) ($6.90; 1062; 
$42,400) (Charles Boyer, Claudette 
Colbert). Over $42,700. Previous | 
week, $43,100. 

Music Man, Majestic (MC) (62d 
wk; 492 p) ($8.05; 1,626; $69,400). 
Over $70,200. Previous week 
$71,000. 

Fair Lady, Hellinger (MC) 

1,227 p) ($8.05; 1,551; 

$69,200) ‘Edward Mulhare, Pamela 

Charles). Over $70,100. Previous 
week, . 

Once More With 
tional (C) (18th wk; 
1,162; $43,800) (Joseph 
Arlene Francis). Over $25,500. 
Previous ~ underquoted, was 


ever $26,500. 
: 141 ») <i 9 a0 


acre (C) fees ¥ 
1,101; as 600) ‘Cyril 
Cornelia Otis Sk’nner, Rhos 


Ruggles, Walier Abel). Nearly $34,- 


Feeling, Na- 
143 p) ($6.99; 
Catton, 


Nearly $41,- | 
am 100 on twofers. Previous week, 
u | $41,900 on twofers. Exits March 7, 


800 with two parties: Previous 
week, $35,300 with parties. 
aan Music Box (D) (4th 
~~ ($6.90-$7.50; 1,010; $38,- 
500) vc ire Bloom, Rod Steiger, 
Qsear Homolka, Akim Tamiroff). 
area. $32,700. Previous oe 
Redhead, 46th St. (MC) (3d wk; 
20 p) ($9.20; 1,297; $62,410) (Gwen 
Verdon). Almost $62,100. Previous 
week, same. 

Requiem for a Nun, Golden (D) 
(4th wk; 27 p) ($6.90; 800; $30,000) 
(Ruth Ford, Zachary Scott). Over 
$16,000. Previous week, $15,800. 
Has to vacate theatre March 21. 

Rivalry, Bijou (D) (2d wk; 17 p) 


($6.90; 599; $22,500) (Richard 
Boone, Nancy Kelly, Martin 
Gabel). “Nearly $13,400. Previous 
week, 


$i 
Sunrise at Campobelio, Cert (D) 
(56th wk; 444 p) ($6.90; 1,155; $38,- 
300) (Raiph Bellamy). Over $26,- 
600. Previous week, $29,309. 

Tall Story, Belasco (C) (4th wk; 
28 p) (%6.90; 1,037; $37,127) Almost 
$22,500. Previous week, $21,400. 

Third Best Sport, Ambassador 
(C). (8th wk; 63 p) ($6.90; 1.155; 
$43,800) (Celeste Holm). Over 
$14,900. Previous week, $16,800. 

Touch of the Peet, Hayes (D) 
21st wk; 164 p) ($7.50; 1,139; $43,- 
887) (Helen Hayes, Eric Portman, 
Kim Stanley, Betty Field). Over 
$28,000. Previous week, same. 

Two fer the Seesaw, Booth (CD) 
(58th wk; 460 p) ($6.90; 780; $32,- 
360) (Dana Andrews. Anne Ban- 
croft). Over £22,000. Previeus 
week, $23.400. Andrews returned 
last Monday (23) after a week's 
vacation. Kevin McCarthy subbed. 

West Side Story, Winter Garden 
(MD) (74th wk: 588 p) ($8.05; 1.- 
404; $64,213). Nearly $38,300. Pre- 
vieus week, $41,500. Moves March 
2 to the Broadway Theatre. ‘ 

World cf Suzie Weng, Broad- 
hurst (D) (19th wk; 151 p) ($6.90; 
1.214; $47.400). Over $41,400. Pre- 
vieus week, £42.500. 

C‘esed Last Week 

Epitaph for George Dillen, Mil- 
ler’s (6th wk; 48 p) ($3.66; 946; 
$20,000) (‘Eileen Herlie, Robert 
Stevens). Nearly $15,400. Previous 
week, $11,700. Closed 


Happy Fel‘a, City Center 
(MD) (2d wk; 16 p) ($3.80; 3,030; 
$61,812). Over $46,400. Previous 
—_ $35,900. Ended limited two- 


Beaux Stra . Phoenix (C) 
($4.60; 1.150; $29,382) (June 
Havoc). Phoenix Theatre revival 
of play by Farquhar; 
epened last night (Tues.). 

Center (MC) 
($3.80 ‘Orsen 


son, Robert Morse. Betsy vor 
Furstenberg). 
Cpera 








Crucible, oc 
a 
(2-13-59). 


Enemy the People, Actors 
| Playhouse Sen. 
Fashion, Royal 


-20-59). 
Hamlet of 4 
Cricket (11-13-58). 
Heloise, Gate (9-24-58). 
Poa Renata (10-7-58); closes 


March 15. 
Man Who Never Died. Jan Hus 
Tee Loves, Living’ Thestee (8 
13-59). 


Qn the Town, Carnegie Hall 
Playhouse (1-15-59). 
Quare ree, 


Cirele = Square 
(11-27-58); Sg wag ~G 

She Shall Have Music, 4ist St. 
(1-22-50). 


Threepenny Opera, deLys (9-20- 


Tis a Pity She's a Whore, Play- 
ers (12-5-56). 
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License Commission Censorship 


[A Retrospective Farce] 








Bernard J. O'Connell, the pres- 
ent N. Y.-City License Commis- 
sioner whom political circles expect 
to end up as a judge, did not in- 
vent the uses to which he puts the 
licensing power. He is following 
precedents, though they are not 
uniform. Mayors often acted in 
past but that carried political risks, 
and especially for mayors posing 
as “friends” of the theatre. 

Remember Citizens’ Jury? 
The era of the Al H. Woods 

“bedroom farce,” per “The Demi- 
Virgin” with Hazel..Dawn and 
Charles Ruggles, was marked by 
showmen deliberately enticing the 
attention of censors for publicity’s 
sake. Woods got “Demi” dragged 
into courts as immoral in order to 
achieve, and he did, sellout, 

Woods fought the N. ‘Y. City 
License Commissioner of 1922. To | 
quote the book “Show Biz” by Abel 
Green and Joe Laurie Jr: 

“The higher courts agreed 
such powers were too great to 
be vested in any one individ- 
ual. Hastily, mandgers, play- 
wrights and actors combined 
with various civic associations 
into a voluntary censorship 
jury, with a panel of 300 
jurors. This ‘Citizens’ Jury,’ 
as it was called, was obviously 
designed to forestall any offi- 
cial stage censorship. 

“That it functioned largely 
on paper was shown by the 
1923 ‘living curtains’ which 
were offered by George 
White's ‘Scandals’ and Shu- 
berts’ ‘Passing Show’—nude 
showgirls draped on curtains. 
The following year ‘Broadway 
Brevities’ and ‘Cat’s Meow’ 
were called on the carpet by 
the authorities for lewdness 
and profanity . . . The Citi- 
zen’s Jury hastily pushed to 
the fore... 

Between bedroom farce and art 
plays there were issues too subtle 
for the type of mentality usually 
vested with censoring powers. Sid- 
ney Howard’s “They Knew What 
They Wanted” and Eugene O'Neill's 
“Desire Under The Elms” were 
exonerated and Howard won the 
Pulitzer Prize of 1925, 

Race Angles Arise 

Force was applied to close “Bunk 
of 1926” and “Great Temptations” 
while “The Shanghai Gesture” 
(Florence Reed) and “Sex” (Mae 
West) were given one week’s grace 
te “clean up.” The paradox of cen- 
sorship was evident, to again quote 
“Show Biz,” in the failure to notice 
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“The Harem” and “A Good Bad 


Ww . 

“The year also introduced a new 
note in illicit thrills with shows 
emphasizing 


miscegenation. The 
most notable ‘mixed’ show was 
‘Lulu Belle.’ These were followed 
other ‘Negro-and-white’ shows 
‘Deep River,’ ‘Spring Magic,’ 
‘The Creole’ and “Black Boy.’ 

“The Citizens’ Jury also tried 
‘The Captive’ that year, and found 
the show not guilty. Produced by 


Gilbert Miller and starring Helen 
Menken, the New York city fathers 
looked askance at the lesbian angle. 


(The accent the play placed in 
violets as a symbol of the third 


sex for some time kayoed the vio- 
let business at florists.) 


““The Captive’ quit voluntarily 
in 1927.” 

Mae West, her own author, 
turned out “Sex” which Bob Sisk 
of Variety considered “a nasty 
red-light district show.” He re- 
ported many walked out after the 
first act—the most potent form of 
censorship. Miss West tried again 
in 1928. Her “The Pleasure Man” 
broke in at the Bronx Opera House. 
Tongue in cheek, Jack Conway of 
this journal cracked, “It’s the 
queerest show you've ever seen.” 
“Pleasure Man” was raided by 


downtown, two weeks after “The 
Captive” got a clean bill. At this 
time a “padlock bill” was intro- 
duced. . 


gin Man” also hit Broadway .. . 


and trouble. Sensation-seeking was 
habitual in that era of~ cut-rate 


Book” (1920) was hit by the critics 





Boston, Feb. 24. 

Boston has been quick to 
adopt the gag set up by New 
York’s License Commissioner, 
Bernard J. O’Connell, in put- 
ting brassieres on the African 
natives. Boston’s sensitivity 
to its reputation for being 
bluenose and afraid of ideas 
and sights ‘responded heartily 
to the fact that Luben Vichey’s 
imported “Les Ballets Afri- 
caines” played here without 
fluttering an eyelash, but got 
sheathed in sophisticated Man- 
hattan, which has long ridi- 
culed Boston. 

No lover of the folk dance, 
Boston censor Walter Milliken 
let the show pass as (to him) 
monotonous rather than 
wicked. He did see eye-to-eye 
with O’Connell about the mo- 
tionless nude in “The Enter- 
tainer” last season, ordering a 
bra on Brittanica, possibly a 
fighting symbol to the South 
Boston Irish. 

(For detailed accounts of 
“Les Ballets Africaines” situ- 
ation see this issue’s legit sec- 
tion) 





and closed. Peggy Hopkins Joyce 
came and went in two weeks. That 
was also par for Peaches Browning 
in “The Squealer” 
Unpredictables 

Undoubtedly many of the plays 
were sleazy. But the issue still re- 
mained—did the City License Com- 
missioner have the power to cen- 
sor? Again the homo theme seemed 
especially vulnerable, though “The 


in 1933. “Trio,” a sensitive treat- 
ment, of a young man’s attempt to 
hold his wife against a Lesbian, 
was closed by pyroperty license 
threats against the Shuberts. 
Challenges of the License Com- 
missioner have succeeded in a cou- 


showman, as with Tom Phillips 
who wanted to revive burlesque, 


victory. 


almost never encountered in a 
secular state, was levelled by the 
municipality against the Italian 
feature film, “The Miracle,” with 
Anna Magnani. It was thrown out 
of court. License attack, it is to be 
noted, was against the Paris Thea- 
tre, as real estate. 

O’Connell has draped the female 
front on a prior occasion. The nude 
in Laurence Olivier’s “The Enter- 
tainer” last season, though sta- 
tionary and patriotic (Miss Brit- 
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tanica) was ordered into a bra. 


Boston: Who’s Prudish? | 


|week booking and no interest be-| Only the press, but administration | Jylian Messner Inc. 


The rare charge of “sacrilege,” | 


the cops on the opening - night | 


| 





Bare Bosom Ban 
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end with his principal.as to action 
at law. They were thinking in terms 
of injunction, but. there was also 
some mumbo-jumbo about taking 
the case to the United Nations. 
Having received rave notices from 
all the critics, “L#s Ballets Afri- 
caines” will not clese as previously 
scheduled next Saturday (28) at the 
Martin Beck Theatre, but will ex- 
tend its Manhattan run, moving 
next Monday (2) into the Lunt- 
Fontanne Theatre, when “Goldi- 
locks” goes to bear-heaven. 

In the present instance the 
O’Connell action has provided 
hardly more than a publicity fillip, 
helpful to a degree as censor an- 
tics usually are, but in no sense 
the boxoffice make-weight. Actu- 
jally most of the reviewers, even 
|the Christian Science Monitor, con- 
| sidered the display of breasts by a 
|few of the women as wholly in 
keeping with the native setting. 


Does Wow $36,872 


“Les Ballets Africains” first 
week at Martin Beck, N.Y. 
at $5.75 top (1,280 seats) 
grossed $36,872. 

Wow biz for “folkways.” 














| There was no leering about it, no 
buildup. The scenes where the} 
Mammalia showed came selatively | 
late | 

Broadway speculated as to the! 
“complaint.” One story had it that | 
O’Connell thought he was being | 


| 


“accused of dereliction of duty” | 


‘ | wh ked by a N. Y. Post report- 
A shoddy script called “The Vir- |~ hat he we . 


er what he was going to do about | 


|the nudity. The Post apparently 


Msieta: *Beterions ladies .tcled: the | 2"! tively copy. 


| 


drama—Evelyn Nesbitt in “Open | 





| quick to recognize in O'Connell's | 


had no motive other than to dig 


Real Estate Sensitivity 





No Guts? 

“Lolita” still isn’t published in 
England because Weidenfeld & 
Nicholson keep sending it to 

rinters to set who keep getting 
t back. No printer so far is will- 
| ing to risk prosecution. So Wallace 
| Reyburn reported from London in 
the Toronto Telegram (14). Oddly, 
he adds, one copy of the Vladimir 
Nabokoy book is available to the 
public—in the library at Tunbridge 
Wells, Kent. 

There’s a long waiting list. 








Omaha Insists ‘PP’ Obscene 

City of Omaha's brief, filed last 
week with the Supreme Court, con- 
tends that the District Court-im- 
posed obscenity tag.on “Peyton 
Place” should stick. A news com- 
pany owner, appealing his convic- 
tion of violating Omaha’s smut 
ordinance by distributing the novel, 
has argued the ordinance is too 
vague. 

The city brtef says the ordinance 
clearly prohibits the sale of ob- 
scene literature and that the novel 
should be classed as obscene. 





Warburg & Daniels’ Opinions 

“There is a mistaken belief on 
the part of newspapermen that for 
some patriotic reason or other, 
maybe it is loyalty to a given 
political party or given political 
creed, or loyalty to our country, 





; Literati | 








we mustn't print certain facts that | 


might embarrass our Government,” 
James P. Warburg, 
political scientist, appearing on the 
Thursday (19) “Press and the Peo- 


author and | 


ple” over WGBH-TV, Channel 2, | 


Boston, stated. 
those facts are the very ones that 


our people need to know most in| r e 
|Chapin as city editor of the morn- 


order to come to a clear decision 
about our policy.” 
The assistant to t 


O’Connell conveyed his order to | Daniéls, said he did not feel the 
|sheath the breasts via Louis A.) press alone should take the blame | 
| Lotito, general manager of the| for the lack of awareness on the | jhe Joe E. Brown autobiog, is doing 
Martin Beck Theatre. With a two-| Berlin situation. He criticized’ not | the Hoagy Carmichael memoir for 


yond that, the property custodian | leaders. “One doesn’t see the seri- 


responsibility of Lotito did not ex- 


tend to the barricades of artistic | 


integrity. 
missioner’s edict. - Whether he 
thereby added another cubit of 


very -much-doubted authority to 


He enforced the com | 


| ousness of the times 
|either in the White House or in 
| the halls of Congress.” 


tors have abdicated their right to 


“It may be that| 









cas, Langston Hughes Sarah E. 
Wright Arna Bontemps George 
Norford, Lorraine Hansberry and 
John A. Davis. 





Guy Gannett Co. Revamps 

The. Guy Gannett Publishing 
Co., which publishes five newspa- 
pers in Maine, has announced sev- 
eral important changes in top man- 
agement. Mrs. Jean Gannett Wil- 
liams, president, reported that the 
publisher, Roger C. Williams, had 
resigned for personal reasons, and 
that Laurence H. Stubbs, general 
manager and a vicepresident, was 
leaving active management duties 
after being with the firm for near- 
ly 40 years. ~He will continue as a 
consultant. 

Robert B. Beith was named to 
succeed Stubbs as g.m. and v.p. 
He is executive editor of the Gan- 
nett organization’s three Portland 
newspapers, the Morning Press 
Herald, Evening Express and Sun- 
day Telegram. 

George F. Marshall, production 
manager for 20 years, was elected 
assistant general manager, while 
Mrs. Williams was named publisher 


|}and~ reelected president of the 


firm. Charles W: Weaver, person- 
nel director, resigned. 

Ernest W. Chard was promoted 
from managing editor of the Press 
Herald to managing editor of all 
three Portland newspapers; F. Er- 
win Cousins, managing editor of 
the Express, was named as admin- 
istrative executive; William  S. 
Chapin, city editor of the Press 
Herald, and Richard H. Woodbury, 
editor of the Sunday Telegram, be- 
come assistants to Chard, and 
Robert F. White, Jr., succeeds 


}ing paper, with Byron J. Israelson 


pe managing | 
editor of the N.Y. Times, Clifton 


| 


| 


as his assistant. 





CHATTER 
Ralph Hancock, who worked on 


Twin Town Publishers Inc. au- 


reflected | thorized to conduct a business as 


publishers and printers in Hunt- 
ington Station, Suffolk County, 


BBD&O veepee Arthur Bellaire’s 


Daniels said “most American edi- | yy 


; F . | think about foreign news and plan|“Ty Advertisi ( 
dubious precedent to O’Connell’s | their, foreign news reporting” be- | Modern "Srocmn” waar taaaber 


| cause of their dependence on wire 


censor is something Only further | services rather than their own cor- | 


|time and challenge of O'Connell 


will establish. 
Moving picture showmen were 


respondents.” 





Waughs (2) Divide World 


Veteran traveler-author Alec 


| newest display of willingness to ex-| Waugh, combining vacationing and 





tend his jurisdiction from brick 
and mortar to art and content a 
relatedness to the growing threat 


of censor forces in New York State | long novel about an oil town on| Knickerbocker News, 


writing in Waikiki, has written 
|more than 100,000 words since 
November. He’s just finished a 


will publish, has a foreword by 
Henry Schachte, prez of the Assn. 
of National Advertisers. 

Stanley Flink’s new novel about 
the tv business, titled “But Will 
They Get It In Des Moines?” has 
to do with the life and death of a 
video program titled “Twilight.” 
The analogy is not too subtle. 

Arvis Chalmers, of the Albany 
has been 


to switch from exclusive licensing | 2n imaginary island near Borneo | elected president of the Legislative 
of the film itself to the theatre| 22d Metro has bought the film| Correspondents Assh., succeeding 


property. Censors have taken 

bad beating repeatedly in the U. S. 
Supreme Court and are in quest of 
new devices. The idea of being 
able to close (i.e. punish) the thea- 
tre, not merely remove the film 


|from exhibition, visibly thrills the 


| has never, as far as is known, ever | ' 
explained his philosophy in detail, | Africa: Alec’s scheduled to leave | 
|The ACLU once challenged him | tomorrow (Thurs.) 


eensoring mentality. 


| rights, he told an interviewer in 
Honolulu. The title, “No House On 
; It,” stems from a Buddhist doc- 
|trine: “The world 
| therefore build no house on it.” 

| Waugh said he and his brother, 
| Evelyn, “divided the world for 
| writing purposes” 
| ago. Alec took the South Seas, West 


License Commissioner O'Connell | Indies and Far East. Evelyn got 


| South and Central America and 


for Los An- 


| when he acted against a sexploita-| 8¢les. New York, Tangier and then 
|tion house on 42d and 8th (since | England. 


| demolished), .which was near a| 


i 
Had O'Connell | Bosley Crowther, 


Legion | a 
| meeting on the problem in his ph lle gy wry Bissell 


Catholic Church. 
attended an American 


| pacity as Commissioner or Legion- 


Green Bay Tree™ (it introduced | 


Laurence Olivier) escaped action | (Connell by his action made Bes, | Gazing Women's 


naire, and what was his point of 
view. He did not clarify. 


NBA Events 

Dore Schary 
will discuss 
into Mass Entertainment 
Media” at Publishers Ad Club 
welcoming reception of NBA 
Week, March 2 at Carnegie En- 


Some amusement was expressed | dowment Center, N.Y. David Suss- 
respecting his big bra ruling in| kind will moderate afternoon pow- 
that Boston, heretofor the home| wow. 


of bluenosery, had not blinked its | 


Marya Mannes will discuss “Re- 


eyelashes at the Vichey troupe. | Viewing Books and the Other Arts” 


National Book 


ton the big town, Manhattan the | Assn. meeting at Carnegie Endow- 


provincial burg. Whether Mayor 
Robert F. Wagner knew in advance 


| has not been established, and prob- 
| ably won’t be. 


| 


| She’s 





It is to be remarked that the 


ple of instances only to have the | ACLU has been-unsuccessful so far 


in pinnifmg~0n the license com- 
missioner or ‘his minions the re- 


lose his nerve and walk away from — series af, difficulties in- 
: | flicted 


recently “by neighbors” 
upon the off-Broadway revival of 
the 18th Century play,~“Tis Pity 

A Whore.” O’Connellites 
have disclaimed all responsibility 
for these harrassments. 

Censoring via ticense revocation 
threat as by any other method is 
invariably a matter of caprice. No- 
body can knew when or if attention 
will be paid. Francoise Sagan’s 
ballet from Paris, “The . Broken 
Date” (May 28, 1958) opened some- 
what nervously and later could 
have used"the publicity of O’Con- 
hell’s disapproval, 


|'ment Center evening of March 2. 
| A reviewers’ panel discussion 
will be held Wednesday, March 4, 
11 a.m. at McGraw-Hill with tour 
to book distribution center in 
| Hightstown, N. J., starting 1 p.m. 
Also on the agenda for evening 
of March 4 is dinner at Overseas 
Press Club and committee party 
|far- reviewers. On Thursday 
March 5, P.E.N. is staging a cock- 
tail party at Hotel Pierre. 


Negro Writers’ Confab 

“Negro Writer and His Relatién- 
ship’ to His Roots” will be topic at 
Conference of Negro Writers at 
Henry Hudson Hotel, N.Y., Satur- 
day ‘(28) and Sunday (1) under 
auspices of American Society of 
African Culture. 

Participants include John O. Kil- 
lens, Saunders Redding, Samuel W. 
Allen, Loften Mitchell, Alice Chil- 
dress, John H. Ciarke, Julian May- 
field, James Baldwin, Arthur P. 
Davis, William Branch, Robert Lu- 











| 


| Crowell’s 





Walter V. MacDonald, of the New 
York World-Telegram & Sun. 
Paul Benzaquin, a feature repor- 


is a bridge, | ter on the old Boston Globe at the 


time of the Cocoanut Grove con- 
flagration in Boston the night of 
Nov. 28, 1942, has done it into a 


some 30 years | book for Holt titled “Holocaust!” 


John T, Hawes, director of 
college department, 
elected a v.p. of the company. He 
was previously manager of Knopf’s 


| new college department until last 


year when he joined Crowell. 

New publication date of “The 
Valadon Drama” by John Storm 
will be March 2. This bio of Su- 
zanne Valadon, mother of Maurice 
Utrillo, was originally scheduled 
for publication last November by 
Dutton. . 

San Francisco Chronicle reporter 
Maitland Zane’s new novel, “Easy 
Living,” which Dial is publishing, 
has to do with the current genera- 
tion of American expatriates in 
Paris who have looked (and found) 
the titular “easy living.” 

N.Y. Times foreign correspon- 
dent C. L. Sulzberger, whose 21 
years of his 25 years as a newspa- 
perman (he’s now 46) have been 
spent overseas, has a new one due 
via Harcourt, Brace titled “What's 
Wrong With U.S. Foreign Policy.” 

Jean-Paul Charbonneau, plumer 
at Le Droit, Ottawa’s (and Ontario’s 
only French-language daily, 
elected president of the Ottawa 
Press Club. Claude Hammerston, 
The Citizen’s disk-tv-radio writer, 
in the v.p. slot. 

Farrar, Straus & Cudahy pub- 
lishing T. S. Eliot’s fifth play in 
verse, “The Elder Statesman”; the 
predecessor quartet were “The 
Confidential Clerk,” “The Cocktail 
Party,” “The Family Reunion” and 
“Murder in the Cathedral.” 

Richard A. Cordell and Lowell 
Matson have edited an anthology 
of “Great Off-Broadway Plays” for 
Random House publication. Same 
firm is also bringing out playwright 
Garson Kanin’s first novel “Blow 
Up A Storm,” an American jazz 
theme 
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The N.Y. Times went to the virtually unheard-of length of running 
a Page 1 correction in tts regular news section last Sunday (22) of a 
typographical error in a small legit ad in the drama section. A — 


placed line of type appeared in an ABC ad in the drama pase. 
neously indicating that the incoming comedy, “Look Out 


for Lulu.” 


actually playing a tryout in New Haven, would give two preview per- 


formances Sunday and one Monday (23). 
eared at the bottom of an ad in an adjoining column, for the off-| costumes, 
roadway revival of “The Beaux Strategem,” 


The line should have ap- 


which was to premiere 


last night (Tues.) at the Phoenix Theatre, N.Y. 
The correction published by the Times on Page 1 of the news sec- 
tion was in the form of two classified ads, one noting that there were 


no previews that day or Monday for “Look After Lulu,” 


the other an- 


nouncing the three scheduled previews of “The Beaux Strategem.” 
The correction “ads” were, of course, gratis. 








ATPAM Squabble 


mmm, Continued from page 57 Ga 


all basis, the union has permitted 
non - contributing members veto 
power over the disposition of the 
escrow funds held by participating 
members. 

The ATPAM administration has 
taken the stand that the pension 
levy be continued until a new at- 
tempt to secure the participation 
of the League of N. Y. Theatres is 
made in 1961. It promises to aban- 
don the plan if negotiations are 
unsuccessful at that time. 

However, Fields, in his commu- 
nication to Weintraub, quoted 4 
letter he had received from an- 
other member, reading in part, “In 
a letter dated Nov. 15, 1957, over 
the signature of the Secretary- 
Treasurer, the union stated that if 
after negotiations with the League 
in August, 1958, the Pension Plan 
did not go through, that the money 
would then be returned to those 
members who had -paid into the 
fund.” 

As a result of the dispute, it has 
been learned that there is now over 
$41,000 in the pension fund, with 
a sizable additional amount due 
from members who have been de- 
linquent in payments. As several 
petitioners point out, the board has 
already violated one promise to re- 
fund the money if an agreement 
were not reached with the League 
in the 1958 negotiations, and there 
is no assurance of how this or a 
succeeding board may do in 1961 
or thereafter. 





single performance. 
@ , , Here is the color, fun, and flamboyance of the wonderful, irrepressible ‘90's. The 
fmao » Samet entire show is vastly entertaining, 
¢o the Hollywood Bow! The Company is gorgeously costumed afid consists of 52 performers — dancers, 
ire with GAY '90’s ‘Singers, and musicians. Star of the will be PATRICIA MORISON, Broad- 
NITE....It seemed to have way and London star of “Kiss Me, Kate,” “The King and I,” and other top flight 
struck the popular fancy for stage and TV productions. 
the Arena was full to its . 
20,000 capacity, and the signs 
of enjoyment were ba 
frequent and unmistakable” For Tieden and! Tonnes wiits or wises 
Albert Goldberg, DORIAN ATTRACTIONS, Inc., Julian Olney, Manager = 
Los Angeles Times. ao, Cem = 





Withdraw Child Actress 
After Uproar Over Role 


London, Feb. 24. 

Janina Faye, 10-year-old actress, 
was withdrawn by her father last 
week from the cast of “The Pony 
Cart,” which was privately pre- 
sented last Sunday (22) by the 
Repertory Players at the Strand 
Theatre. The child was to have 
portrayed the victim of an at- 
tempted sexual assault. 

Lady Lewisham, socialite daugh- 
ter of novelist Barbara Cartland 
and a London County Councillor, 
sparked the situation when she 
expressed herself as “revolted that 

a 10-year-old should be subjected 
4 depravity of this kind” and 
“shocked at the L.C.C.’s laxity in 
permitting it.” The chiid’s parents 
explained that the role was a small 
ene, and that the youngster was not 
aware of the plot of the play, 
which deals with the effect of 
scandal on a smali town. 

Lady Lewisham raised questions 
at an LCC committee mecting 
which refuted a Repertory Players 
statement that the LCC had given 
permission for the child to play 
the part. The municipal group 
noted that it has no suthority to 
ban the child’s appearance, since 
she lives in an area governed by 
Middlesex County Council. 


However, the youngster’s parents | ¢ 


deeided to take her out of the cast 


“beeause of the unwelcome pub-| issued a 


licity aroused.” 











Les Possessed 
-(The Possessed) 
Paris, Feb. 4. 
Simone Berriau presentation of three- 
act (15 scenes) drama _ by ¥ 


——, Ales. Comme, 
Dostoyevsky nove 
mest Camus: scenery and 


Pocket,” 
uet 


Frank C. Davidson, a nd 
drama teacher at City College of 
New York, is seeking sketches for 

“About Time,” a revue satirizing 
the Luce news mag, which he plans 


to direct and co-preduce in the fall | sch 


at the Barbizon-Plaza, N. Y., with 
songs by Dick Hughes. It’s bud- 


Blam | geted at $30,000 


David Daniels will play the ro- 
mantic lead in “A Pound in Your 
a musical version of the 


Charles Dickens story, “The Old 


x | Curiosity Shop,” to be tried out 


Sellers |} the week of March 9 at the Royal 


“tle | with Helen Gallagher, 


Albert 
Camus has made a four-hour 
dramatization of Feodor Dostroyev7- 


Nobel _ prize novelist 


sky’s 1871 novel attacking the 
nihilist a of Czarist 
Russia. Despite its literary tend- 
ency and excessive length, it has 
been generally well received criti- 
cally ng 3 a develop into a 
prestige hit. 

The play’s faithfulness to the 
original and its talkiness are draw- 
backs, since it lacks the contem- 
porary flavor of the novel, and the 
necessary telescoping of the action 
gives it an episodic quality. The 
characters rarely achieve dimen- 
sion as individuals. 

The story, which has obvious 
anti-extrem: application today, 
involves an idealistic Russian youth 
who is as a dupe in a cold- 
blooded revolutionary attempt that 
turns into a futile slaughter. 
Adaptor Camus, doubling as direc- 
tor, welded the action skillfuliy 
and achieves an effectively mount- 
ing pace. 

The ormance is generaily 
good, with several acting gems in 
key roles. Notable in the cast arc 
Pierre Blanehar as. a hypocriti- 
cally liberal teacher and Michel 
Bouquet as a spuriously courageous 
revolutionary, but Pitrre Vaneck 
fails to eonvince in the final suicide 
scene as the gullible hero. Mosk. 





“Callin 
Pinchot, 
chot Theatrical Photography 
Studio in New York, is scheduled 
or pu tion next summer by 
Bantam Books, which has also 
soft-cover re _ he her 
novel, “Rival to My 


Nurse Adams,” by Ann 


presents 


Company of 52 


Last August this “spectacular” production at the famed Hollywood Bowl was a 
sensation. The receipts were over $32,000 for an overflow crowd of 20,000 on a 





ormerly of the Ben Pin- | ba 





Poinciana Playhouse, Palm Beach, 
Melville 
Cooper, Dody Goodman and Paula 
Laurence. He'll also appear in 
“Tales of Hoffman” with the New 
Orleans Opera Theatre in April. 


Lawrence Kasha, the director of 
the bus-and-truck any of “Li'l 

Abner,” is in St. Louis this week 
to inspect the touring musical dur- 
ing its current stand at the Amer- 
ican Theatrea there. 

The top price for “La Plume de 
Ma Tante” at the Royzle Theatre, 
N. Y., will be upped March 30 from 
$7.50 to $8.05. Conversely “West 

Side .y" will lower its top from 
$8.05 to $8 when it moves next 
Monday 2) to the Broadway Thea- 
re, N. 

Stella Hol > postuee, of the re- 
vival of re rip to Bountiful,” 
opening Rr night (Thurs.) at 
Theatre East, N. Y., has two other 
prea planned for off-Broadway 
~ oduction next fall. They’re “Jam 

ssion,” by Morton Copper. and a 
musical version of Oscar Wilde's 
“Canterville Ghost,” with book by 


Hal Pockriss, music by Frank 
Brents and lyrics by Wilfred Sales. 

The Yeh Yu Chinese Opera 
Assn. will present “Lady Precious 

Stream” and “The General in 
White Saves the Prince” as its 
third production of this season 
next Saturday night (28) at the 
ee School of Fashion Industries, 


The American National Theatre 
& Academy, which held its first 
assembly in New York last week, 
Sunday-Wednesday (15-18), intends 
peoeeens the event on an annual 

sis. 

The Horseshow Stage, Los An- 
geles small-seater, will reopen Fri- 
day (27) after sev months’ 
darkness with a revival of Elmer 
Rice’s 1939-40 plav, “Two sg an 
Island.” Robert E. the 


i) 


mn 


Legit Bits 





- has posted a bond. with 


Tk playwright Brendan Be- 
han’s “Borstal vy,” dealing with 
his early prison experiences, is 
eduled for ——— this 
month by Alfred A. Knopf. 

John Carradine is starring in 
“My Three Angels,” which Louis 
Macmilian directed for its current 
two week run at the Fred Miller 
Theatre, Milwaukee. 

“The Cold Wind and Warm” will 
be ae ry by Random House. 

Barrie Greenbie is designing the 
stage for the East 74th St. Theatre, 
N.Y., which has been undergoing 
renovations since last fall. 

“The Gazebo” stock rights have 
been sold to Samuel French, Inc., 
and the amateur rights to Drama- 
tists Play Service. 

Corinne Jacker’s “The Grass- 
hopper,” consisting of two plays, 
“The Grasshopper” and “A Happy 
Ending,” both based on David 
Thorap’s translation of two short 
stories by Anton Chekov, are 
planned for off-Broadway produc- 
tion late in March by Steffan 
Zacharias and iver D. Balding. 
Zacharias will double as director 
and Mary Ann Reed will design 
the scenery and costumes. 

The stock and amateur a to 
“Heloise” have been by 
Theatre Arts Books, “whieh wi 
publish the play in form 
April 15, 

A panel discussion on “Theatre 
Lighting,” with Robert W. Dow- 
ling, of the Producers Theatre and 
the City Investing Co., as modera- 
tor, is scheduled for the afternoon 
of March 4, as part of a four-d 
National Lighting Exposition, which 
opens Sunday (1) at the Coliseum, 
N.Y. The exposition is being press- 
agented by Dorothy Ress. 

Julie Haydon, widow of George 
Jean Nathan, is planning a one- 
night wages tour in a program of 
readings ca led * ‘Encore for George 
Jean Nathan.” 

Virginia James and William 
Corrie have been named by Robert 
Whitehead for the 1959 yan 
acting company of the Barter The- 
atre, Abingdon, Va. 

The awards for the U. of Chi- 
cago’s biennial Charles H. Sergal 
Drama Price Contest have been 
increased from $1,000 to $1,500 
for first place and from $500 to 
$1,000 for the second selection. The 
deadline for entries is March 1. 


The Most Exciting New Attraction on Tour Next Season 7 9 5 9. 1 96 6 


The Hollywood Bowl 


Pops Concert Division 
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62 CHATTER 
Broadway 
Sardi’s East (54th) incepting 


cuffo Carey car service for dinner 
guests who have to make theatre 
curtains. 

Pressagents Madi Blitzstein and 

‘George Ross got married under 
semi-secret conditions—on Dec, 22 
during the newspaper strike. 

Michael Sean O'Shea, legit p.a., 
will handle press for the American 
Theatre Wing’s 13th anni Tony 
Awards skedded for April 12 at 
the Waldorf. 

“Big Joe” (Joe Rosenfield Jr.), 
the ABC post-midnight commenta- 
tor (“Happiness Exc e”), into 
Knickerbocker Hospital for a kid- 
ney stone operation. 

Plawright collaborators Jerome 
Lawrence and Robert E. Lee and 
latter’s actress-wife, Janet Waldo, 
in this week from the Coast for a 
couple of weeks on business. 

MCA board chairman Jules C. 

Stein will be in n Hos- 


pital (Harkness Pavilion) another | p, 


two weeks recuperating from sur- 
gery, an operation to cut eut a 
polyp. 

Dan Hickey, executive v.p. of 
Zeckendorf’s Commodore, ~Chat- 
ham and Drake hotels, upped to 
ditto title of entire chain including 
Astor, Manhattan and Taft on the 
west side. 

Danton Walker and Walter 
Slezak rg feted at the first 
affair held by the newly formed 
Order of Yankee Doodle Dandy 
in an afternoon event at the Head- 
quarters Restaurant. Joey 
will preside. 

Jan Peerce, the Met’s, and once 
Radio City’s, tenor, will do a con- 
cert March 28 at Anchorage, Alas- 
ka, and repeat March 30 at Fair- 
banks. Anchorage has a new mil- 
lion-dollar aud. Frank Brink is the 
areas impresario in the 49th 

tate. : 

Columnists Earl Wilson, Frank 
Farrell, Hy Gardner, Nick Kenny, 
Lee Mortimer, Louis Sobol, Bob 
Sylvester, Ed Sullivan and Danton 
Walker handling fete for comedian 
Joey Adams for his work with the 
March of Dimes 
throughout the years. 

French comedienne Genevieve 
has applied for’ U.S. citizenship. 
Before she goes into rehearsal in 
George Abbott's “Hell On Wheels” 
next August, Jerry Wald (20ti- 
Fox) is writing her into “The 
Bohemians” and while on the Coast 
with Jack Paar’s er, she will 
tape another tv show with Jack 
Benny. 

Jeanne Gilbert, longtime p.a. for 
the Savoy Hotel, London, now back 
in New York doing pecerast b- 
licity, working on r autobiog 
having to do with her career in 
Mayfair and other posh env_ron- 
ments. She'll probably title it 
“Piccadilly Hillbilly” or “A Hill- 
billy in Mayfair.” She was born in 
the Kenutcky hills. : 

Dorothy Strelsin hostessing an 
offbeat birthday ore for 
her industrialist spouse, Al, Friday 
night (27). A motorcade of limou- 
sines will take guests from their 
5th Avenue penthouse to O’Henry’s 
in the Village for dinner foliowed 
by the Taboo Revue at Jim Paul 
Eilers’ Showplace, also in the Vil- 
lage, as post-dinner entertainment. 

N. Y. Sunday News gave Dore 
Schary the lead story that, since 
leaving Metro as production chief, 
he will have his name concurrently 
on three Broadway marquees, two 
click legiters (“Sunrise at Campo- 
bello” and “A Majority of One”) 
and his UA indie pic. “Miss Lone- 
lyhearts” slated for the Victoria 
next week. He authoried “Campo- 
bello” and coproduced both plays 
ip ‘ eens with the Theatre 

uild. 


By Robert F. Hawkins 
(Stampa Estera; Tel 675 906) 
a Magnani writing her mem- 

olrs. 

In-and-out-of-Rome: Fernandel, 
Annamaria Pierangeli. 

Rossano Brazzi guested and sang 
or “Il Musichiere” on RAI-TV. 

Enrico Maria Salerno to return 
to acting, now set for several tv 
stints. ‘ 

R. D. M. Odgers, ! Overseas 
general manager, fiew back to Lon- 
don after 10-day Italian visit. 

RAI-TV’s “Lascia o Raddoppia” 
quizzer is four years old this month. 
Mike Bongiorno has emceed all 369 
shous to date. 

S. J. Perelman here to work on 
Titanus’ upcoming prpiest. “The 
Saint Who Lost His 0,” to shoot 
this year here, probably in June. 

Favre LeBret, Cannes Festival 
tupper, back to Paris after few 
days in Rome to view new local 
product for upcoming Riviera 
event. 

_Antonella Lualdi to Nice to start 
pic opposite Christian Marquand, 
titled “J’Irai Cracher. Sur Vos 
Tombes” (I’m Going to Spit ‘on 


Your Graves). wy 
Foleo Lulli signed. by, Claude 
YODA IG Ed} 


LADS a 


Autant Lara for “Les Regates de 
San Francisco” which locations in 
Nice April-May. Busy thesp does 
“La Nuit des Traques” before that 
and is also up for Marcel Carne’s 
“The Prisoners.” 

Aldo Fabrizi presented Anna 
Magnani with 13-diamond pin on 
behalf of “13 Art Club” of Rome, 
for her outstanding thesping 
throughout the years. Actress 
leaves soon for U.S. and “Orpheus 
Descending” pic opposite Marlon 


Brando. 
By Hal V. Cohen 
_ (ATlantic 1-6100) 
Marv Ackerman quit the Copa 
to join staff of Holiday House. 
oan Paul resigned her post with 
Stanley Warner Theatres to await 
mctherhood. 
Gayle Green, Tech drama stu- 
dent, playing opposite Burt Brin- 
ckerhoff in “Blue Denim” at Play- 


ouse. 
Ibsen’s “Wild Duck,” directed by 
Allen Fletcher, at Carnegie Tech 


Drama School. 

Al Violi replaced Darrel Zwer- 
ling in “Hole in the Head” for 
remainder of Playhouse run. 

Lou Fordan, manager of Memo- 
rial Theatre in McKeesport, and 
his wife vacationing in Hawaii. 

Ray Ginsburg opened new cock- 
tailery, Black Magic, in Oakland 
with Orland Raimondo in charge. 


Worries for Barns 


—_ Continued from pare | ae 


two entries, the French catalog in- 
cludes “Summer of the 17th Doll,” 
“Who Was That Lady I Saw You 
With?” “Under Milk Wood,” “Blue 
Denim,” “Tirne Remembered” and 
“The Visit.” All were done in New 
York last season. 

“Visit” resumed on Broadway 
for several weeks this season for 
a total Broadway run of 24 weeks. 
The others were all flops. “Sum- 
mer,” incidentally, was released on 
a limited basis last season. The 
new French list also includes a 
number of shdéws that flopped on 
Broadway this semester. They are 
“Hovie,” “Handful of Fire,” “Drink 
to Me Only,” “Man in the Dog 





London 


(COVent Garden 0135-6-7) 

J. S. E, Todd appointed director 
of Granada Group. 

Glenn Ford in town visiting 
friends and relatives. . 

Variety Club of Great Britain 
held their shindig at the Dor- 
chester. 

Alicia Markova planed to New 
York enroute to -guest appearance 
with Tulsa Civice’Ballet. 

Producer Matrice Cowan to 
Amsterdam and Rotterdam for 
preems of his pit, “Operation Am- 
sterdam.” 

Producer George Brown on 
Spanish prowl seeking locations 
for his Tommy Steele pic, “Tommy 
the Toreador.” 

Peter Coe, from Queen's Thea- 
tre, Hornchurch, Essex, signed as 
first resident director of soon-to- 
be-opened Mermaid Theatre. 

Carl Foreman dickering for 
screen rights to “No Love for John- 
nie,” controversial political novel 
by late Wilfred Feinburgh, M.P. 

Dan Dailey and director Don 
Chaffey planed to Paris to shoot 
location scenes for  Sapphire’s 
telepix series, “Four Just Men.” 

Polan Banks, Hollywood writer- 
director, in for a few days finaliz- 
ing arrangements for tv series. 
Then to Spain for huddles on new 
feature film. 

Eric Sykes, comedy scriptwriter 
and actor, is freelancing after two 
years with commercial tv. First 
BBC date is “Saturday Spectacu- 
lar,” March 5. 

Frankie Vaughan signed for six 
weeks’ vaude season at Palladium, 
beginning March 20. It will be 
longest topliner Palladium stint 
since Danny Kaye. 

Mai Zetterling returns to Lon- 
don stage next Tuesday (3) for 
first time in two years. She'll play 
in Strindberg’s “Creditors” at 
Lyric, Hammersmith. 

Rank’s “A Night to Remember” 
and AB-Pathe’s “f Was Monty’s 
Double” will be U.K.’s official en- 
tries at Argentine film fest, March 
10. British Lion’s “Orders to Kili” 
will be screened by invitation. 


Berlin 
By Hans Hoehn 
(760264) 





Suit” (a strawhat tryout last sum- 
mer), “Shadow of a Gunman” and 
“Comes a Day.” 

The list also includes “Power 
and the Glory,” which was pre- 
sented at the Phoenix Theatre, 
N.Y., and “Clerambard,” another 


trict,” which also preemed off- 


French, but is not available as yet. 


off-Broadway -entry. “Garden 4 
Broadway, has been acquired by} 


Author Erich Kaestner given 
| Federal Cross of Merit. 

| “Two for the Seesaw” preemed 
|at Renaissance Theatre. 

| Actor Bernhard Wicki to direct 
forthcoming DFH pic, “The 
Bridge.” 

Dutch entry, “Glass,” first-prized 
at recent Oberhausen short film 
| festival. 

Frederic Kohner wrote sript for 
|CCC’s forthcoming “Grand Hotel.” 


Other new properties in the) 5: stars O. W. Fischer. 


catgiog, but presently unavailable 
for stock, inc'ude “Dark at the Top 
of Stairs,” 
bello,” 
“Girls in 509,” “Disenchanted,” 
“Make a Million,” “Gazebo,” “Third 
Best Sport,” “Once More With 
Feeling,” “J.B.” and “Warm 
Peninsula.” 

Besides “Abner” 


“Bells,” and 


“Sunrise at Campo-| 
“Look Homeward, Angel,” | 


Schiller Prize of city of Mann- 
|heim went to Swiss dramatist 
Friedrich Duerrenmatt. 

Javanese films shown at Japan- 
ese Film Week in Munich (March 
bee will be screened here March 

-5. 
| Billy Vaughn’s “La Paloma” led 
| West German hit parade in Janu- 
ary. Perez Prado’s “Patricia” 


“Girl,” recent Main Stem musicals | runner-up. 


available for initial stock produc- 
tion this season are “Body Beauti- 


ful’ and “Say, Darling,” both flops.|2"d Chordettes, April 18. 


“Abner” and “Darling” have been 
active this season. The latter re- 
cently ended its Broadway run and 
begins a two-week revival at the 
N. Y. City Center tonight ‘Wed.). 
A bus-and-truck company of “Ab- 
ner” is currently touring the hin- 
terlands. 

Other new musical releases this 
year include a revamped versior’ 
of the R’chard Rodgers and Lorenz 


SFB Berlin will telecast show 
Williams, Everly Bros. 
Cad- 
ence artists were recently here 

| Heart ailment forced Curtis 
| Bernhardt to skip directorial as- 
signment on CCC’s “Grand Hotel.” 
Gottfried Reinhard may take over. 


| starring 





Las Vegas 
By Forrest Duke 
(DUdley 4-4660) 





Hart oldie, “Babes in Arms,” and 


which had an unsuccessful off-| 
Broadway run this season. “Babes” 
will be done as a package under | 
the supervision of Rodzers. 

Packages of “Abner’ ‘and “Bells” | 
are vlanned by Stanley Prager, | 
who'll also be partnered with) 
James Hammerstein in the produc- 
tion of a “Carmen Jones” pack- 
ace. for tath music tents and pros- 
cenium theatres. 

“Oh Captain,” a Broadway flop 
of lest season, is also available for 
stock this year, but technically it 
belongs in last summer’s lineun 
since it was available at the tail 
erd of the season. Actually the 
1957-58 season produced only three 
hit musicals on Broadway. The 
trio, still active on the Main Stem 
and not yet released for stock, 
includes “Music Man,” “West S'‘de 
Story” and “Jamaica.” 

Of the new musical stock pro- 
perties, “Abner,” “Darling” and 
“Salad” are Tams-Witmark re- 
leases. “Girl” is in the Music The- 
atre catalog, “Body” is handled by 
Samuel. French and “Babes” is 
‘errteol'ed by Rodgers. Tams-Wi:- 
~*“" also Jicenses “Captain” and 





Treniers: open March 4 in Rivi- 


a British original, “Salad Days.” | era lounge. 


M. A. Riddle, Dunes prexy, vaca- 
tioning in Palm Springs. 

George Gobel and Georgia Gibbs 
set for Riviera March 13 opener. 

Billy Snyder, Trop lounge host, 
into L.A. for appearance on Lux 
video show. 

Jerry Levy, manager of Joey 
Bishop, in from N.Y. for client's 
Sands opening. 

Jack Southern, of Atlantic 
City’s Harlem Club, guesting here 
at Stardust, and looking for sepia 
talent. F 

Burl™ » who brings his own 
comedy show into the Flamingo in 
April, dickering with Shelley Ber- 
man to be com star. - 

Dave Apollon, ‘fixture in lounge 
at Wilbur Clark’s rt Inn, pur- 
chased a home here next to Las 
Vevas Mayor C. Dy Baker. 

Gene Austin, who now lives in 
Las Vegas, will be “local boy who 
made good” March 4 when he 
opens in picana lounge. 

Sophie ,Tucker and Ames Bros. 
took ti out from their Sahara 
opening'‘to tape appeals to be aired 
in St. Leu‘s for assistance to those 
Hed! homeless by the recent tor- 
nedo. * é 

“La Nouvelle Eve” at El Rancho 





Bells.” 
ASIN TPL 52 by 


Vegas is wanted by Fontainebleau 


Of SODUAIG ATVI Be Se OU 


in Florida, and two clubs in South 
America. Because of brisk biz, 


held it over until April 7. 

Lyricist Bob Russell huddling 
with Thunderbird’s Marty Hicks 
about. special number fer Jackie 
Cain, of Jackie. & Roy. While 
here, Russell is also showing spe- 
cial material to Kim Sisters, Ko- 
rean trio in “China Doll Revue of 
1959.” 


Paris 


By Gene Moskowitz 
(28 Rue Huchette, Odeon 49-44) 


Betsy Blair to London for legit 
and pic confabs. 

Anglo actor Ian Bannen in for 
his firs¢ Parisian looksee. 

Jean Anouilh wants his new play 
“Beckett” preemed in London. 

Bill Shelton in ogling French 
film ‘fare for Yank distrib pur- 
chase. 

Alfred ~+Hitchcock’s “Vertigo” 
(Par) breaking first-run records at 
three houses. 

Jacques Dumesnil joins cast of 
Eugene O’Neill’s “Long Day’s Jour- 
ney Into Night.” 

Robert Siodmak in for opening 
of his German pic “Night, When 
the Devil Comes.” 

Lester Young now at Blue Note, 
| in line with boite’s policy of bring- 
|}ing in Yank jazz names for short 
rubs, 
| Lee Payant and Gordon Heath, 
owners and performers in nitery 
L’Abbaye, return home to U. S. 
for a visit. 

Leo Marjane back after a long 
absence to nitery singing scene, at 
the Scheherazade. Ditto Mouloudji 
at Drap D’Or. 

Project for Jacques Tati to play 
Don Quixote with Federico Fellini 
directing on again. Tati would also 
be co-producer. 

Sacha Distel, Brigitte Bardot's 
fiance, losing out to Laurent Ter- 
zieff for top role in Claude-Autant 
Lara’s new pic, “Les Regates de- 
San Francisco.” 


Add: Don’t Invite 


=e Continued from page 2 =a 














talize on his name and drawing 
power. 

When asked if Davis played op- 
posite her, Miss Kitt replied tes- 
tily. “That role is played by Hen- 
ry Scott — a real actor. Sammy 
sings the soundtrack. They wanted 
to utilize his name for all that it 
is worth so they just gave him 
more time and footage.” 

According to the columnist a 
femme _ secretary with Eartha 
chimed in. “They could have used 
more subtlety. Sammy’s business 
detracts from Eartha’s emotional 
scenes. I think some of the critics 
felt that and resented it.” Miss 
Kitt told the reporter she had a 
percentage in the film. 

The coincidence of Davis’ suc- 
ceeding her at the Latin Casino 
(20) led him to comment indirectly 
on the news article. In the open- 
ing show Sammy gave a big build- 
up to his forthcoming “Porgy and 
Bess” (in which he plays the role 
of Sportin’ Life) and also tossed 
in a plug for “Anna Lucasta,” 
which opens Friday (27) at the 
Stanton. 

“It’s got that girl in it,” the ac- 
tor said, and laughed as he failed 
to remember the name. Later, 
however, he made reference to 
Miss Kitt in the picture, buf made 
no comment about her perform.- 
ance. Of his own, he said. “I have 
a small role, but it’s consistent.” 


Metro Joins ANICA 


| oo Continued from pase 3 Gea 


RKO and Republic, there are those 
who openly regret the move. 

Their argument is that Metro’s 
standoffish stance has been a booa 
to the industry in many respects. 
Metro continues to abide .by its 
rule in other countries, such as 
Germany, but, with the exception 
of Italy, the pressure for it to come 
in isn’t particularly great. 

In Italy, Eitel Monaco, the head 
of ANICA, has long chafed under 














ithe Metro policy. One of his fears 


has been that some major U.S. 
outfits might follow suit. Metro's 
decision to come into ANICA was 
made known jointly by Monaco and 
Morton Spring, v.p. of Loew's In- 
ternational. 

Those who are familiar with the 
Metro operation say the decision 
to join ANICA is just one more 
proof that the company is willing 
to part with tradi¥on under its 


is going in for co-production, and 
it is jhandling. foreign films, : all 
comparatively recent developments. 
for the outfit. a 
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ah 


El Rancho boss Beldon Katleman- 


new management. Metro now also | hoo 


Hollywood 


James Hill back from Mexico 


ity. - 

Morris Lefko here for coupla 
days. 

David Niven returned 
Stockholm. 

Corinne Griffith honored by L.A. 
City Council. 

Bob Hopes celebrated their silver 
anni Feb, 19. 

Walter Brennan vacationing in 
Falls Church, Va. 

Mel Hulling in from Frisco for 
talks with Allied Artists toppers. 

Frank Sinatra and Peter Law- 
ford opened new hash house, the 
Puccini. 

Jack Lenny in trom N.Y. to 
cast for eastern summer theatre 
circuits. 

Ex-Variety stringer Col. Barney 
Oldfield in town from his Colorado 
Springs Air Force base. 

Frank Capra wiil sneak his UA 
release, “A Hole in the Head,” in 
N.Y. and Conn. this week. 

Tex Jackson reelected prexy and 
Bill Holbrook biz rep of Motion 
Picture Grips, Local 80, IATSE. 

George Golitzen joined Walt 
Disney as associate producer after 
resigning last week as UI produc- 
tion manager. ‘ 

Herschel Bernardi, operated on 
for leg fracture sustained in auto 
accident, may be hospitalized two 
to three months, according to 
physician. 

Red Buttons, Milton Berle and 
Rosalind Russell share emcee 
chores at Hollywood Foreign Press 
Assn.’s annual Golden Globe 
Awards, March 5. 

Sammy Cahn and Jimmy Van 
Heusen lauded by L.A. City Coun- 
cil for their “outstanding contribu. 
tion to that facet of American cul- 
ture—the popular song.” 


from 


Chicago 
(Delaware 7-4984) 

Comic Bernie Berns toplining at 
Hollywood Club. 

Billy Carr, vet showman, ailing 
at Columbus Memorial. 

Chase booked Lou Carter, highiy 
publicized singing hackie. 

Alfred Hitchcock adressing Ex- 
ecutives Club Friday (27). 

Santo Pecora’s dixieland band 
replacing intime acts at Cafe Con- 
tinental. 

Frances Langford due next Tues- 
day (3) for four days to bally Amer- 
iean Legion. 

George Deber in before “Li'l 
Abner,” bus-and-truck tourer which 
opens two-week stand at Black- 
stone March 16. 

Van Cliburn cancelling out of 
Opera House recital tonight (Wed.) 
beeause of finger infection. Im- 
presario Harry Zelzer trying to 
sked future date. 

“South Pacific” (20th) holdin 
at McVickers till April 20 instea 
of March as peg | ane 
nounced. “Diary of Anne Frank” 
follows on hard ticket basis. 

Charles Hogan, who used to book 
Oriental Theatre stageshow, now 
booking live displays for the Regal. 
Indie ker Si Griever will do 
film buying for southside house. 


Palm Springs 
By A. P. Scully 
(Fairview 4-1829) 

Allan Jones around. 

Tab Hunter rode a hunter at 
Date Fair. 

Crazy town-planning: Sunset is 
east of Sunrise here. 

_Liberace installed 88 motif and 
piano-shaped pool here, too. 

Donald Woods in to star in “Holi- 
day for Lovers” at Playhouse. 

Monte Montana did his rope 
tricks in all of town’s schoolyards. 

Charley Farrell in group that 
bought out Par’s (a Telemeter) tv 
cable. - 

Ace Balkins switched from 
Desert Air piano bar to Ramanoff 
on the Rocks. 

Hon. Mayor, Bing Crosby, put 
kibosh on golfing pal Milt Hick’s 
rock-crushing plant for Palm 
Desert. 


Sid Tomack tutored son Mike for 

lover role in Martin Beck's 

production of “Visit to a Small 
Planet.” 


Reno 
By Art Long 
(FAirview 3-4121) 
Harrah’s Club to marquee Turk 
Murphy jazzmen in April. 

The Edmond Sisters, triplet 
blonde lookers, at the Holiday bill, 
Riverside inked’ Jaye P. Morgan 
ae May. 23 preem in the Olympic 


m. 

The Kingpins and Bob Braman 
Trio at Harolds’ Fun Room doing 
okay biz. ‘ 

Frank Libuse, comic waiter, 
headlining at Olympic Room, 
ked in for double frame. 
‘Georgia Gibbs and Rowan & 
Martin follow Xavier Cugat & 
-Abbe Lane at Harrah’s Club, Lake 
Tahoe. 
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OBITUARIES 


LEWIS JAMES 
Lewis James, 67, onetime concert 
and radio singer and im more re- 


eent years active in radio uc- 
tion in Chicago, died in nt 
Feb. 19 in Western iil. 
He may be remembe' best as a 


member of the original Revellers 
vocal group of the late "Twenties 
and early ’Thirties, recalled as the 
first of its kind on radio in the 
New York area. It was the group 
that helped iaunch the singing 
career of another of its members, 
James Melton. 

The group was formed in 1926 and 
lasted 10 years. Before that, dat- 
img back to 1921, James had sung 
with the New York Oratorio 
ciety and with such orchestras as 
the New York Philharmonic, the 
Philadelphia, and_ the Chicago 
Symphony. In 1926 he helped or- 
ganize the Revellers with Wilfred 
Glenn, Melton, Elliott Shaw and 
Frank Black, the latter serving as 
pianist and arranger. During this 
period, James participated either 
vocally or as an arranger in some 
3,000 recordings for Victor and Co- 
lumbia. The group toured Europe 


_ five times. 


In 1940, James joined WGN 
radio in Chicago, taking charge of 
musical production of “Chicago 
Theater of the Air.” When the 
show went off the air after several 
years he continued on the station’s 
production staff. 
1956. 

Daughter, two 
brother survive. 


sisters and a 





F. CHARLES ADLER 

F. Charles Adler, 69, conductor, 
died Feb. 16 in Vienna. Born = 
London and, — a career 
Europe and the U. S., he spent che 
last years of his lite ‘in Vienna. 

A graduate of the Royal Acade- 
my of Music in Munich, Germany, 
he led orchestras in several Ger- 
many cities, including “Ser 
Hamburg and _Berlin.. He 
toured the Soviet Union and Italy 

as a guest conductor. 

From 1944-47, Adler led the New 
York Chamber Orchestra and made 
numerous recordings for American 
labels. He ~~ his first spe. 
ance in N. Y. as conductor the 
WPA-sponsored N.Y. 
chestra. In 1944, he organized the 
N.Y. Chamber Orchestra, composed 
of 38 members of the N.Y. Philhar- 
monic. His final appearance in 
N.Y. was with the Chamber Or- 
chestra in 1947. 

His wife and daughter survive. 





HELEN PARRISH 

Helen Parrish, 35, film and tv 
actress, died Feb. 22 in Hellywood, 
after a long illness. She appeared 
principally in films as a child and 
teenager, although she made other 
films. She also did tv work on both 
coasts including a weekly variety 
show called “The Hour Glass.” 

In her first film role, when Miss 
Parrish was two years old, she 
played Babe Ruth’s daughter ir 
“When Babe Comes Home.” Later 
when she was six, she ap ed 
with Bill (Hopalong (Cassidy) Boyd 
in “First Command,” one of the 
early talkers. She also appeared 
in “Our Gang” roles. Most recent- 
ly, she had been women’s editor of 
“Panerama Pacific’ a West Coast 
early morning show. 

Her husband, tv producer John 
Guedel, a son and daughter by a 
— marriage to actor Charles 

eorge Lang Jr., survive. 





CHARLES H, NEWTON 

Charles H. Newton, advertising 
and tv executive of Batten, Barton, 
Durstine & borne, advertising 
agency, died Feb. 22 in Armonk, 
New York, after a long illness. 
Prior to his illnéss, he had 
in charge of BBDO’s iv advertising 
for the General Electric Company, 
and had been regarded as a major 
factor in the success of “G. 
Theater,” which he supervised 
from its beginning on tele. 

Originally a freelance writer and 
for some time a member of the 
National Broadcasting Co., 
department, he joined BBDO in 
1945 and spent the next 14 years 
in various areas of the agency, spe- 
cializing in radio and tv. 

His wife, two sons, two daugh- 
ters and mother survive. 


CLAUDE V. CAVER 
Claude V. Caver, 73, veteran of 
43 years in film exhibition 
Feb. 18 im Dallas of a heart 





Comanehe, Tex., ex- 
hibitor, in 1921 had the first drive- 
in theatre—by accident. 
pelled to close for 
got.a permit to ereet a screen on 
the courthouse lawn, across 
street from his theatre. Frem his 
projection beoth he continued op- 


g id 


He retired in| gj4 





erating. The “_~a attended the 
free filmings cars, parked 
bumper to me 

Caver came to Dallas in 1928 to 
open the suburban Trinity Theatre, 
and later bought the Rita. 

by his wife, two sons 
and two sisters. 





FRANK S. GIBNEY 


Frank 8. Gibney, 57. aetor, died | of 


Feb. he in New York, after a long 


A Speduete of the Jesse Bonstell 
Drama scheol in Detroit, Mich., 
he was active in theatre there. He 
appeared on Broadway in the 1942 
production of “Savonarola’”’ and in 


So- | the Barbizon-Plaza Theatre produe- 


“The Eternal Cage” in 
also appeared im nu- 
productions and ap- 
and ty plays. 


tion of 
1945. Gib: 
merous stoc 








manager 
of KSD in addition 1o chis otber 


Festival Or-| duties 


In 1951, Burbach relinquished 
his newspaper post to devote his 
full time to the radio station. In 
1947, he became general manager 
of KSD-TV when it began opera- 
tion. 
His wife survives. 


JOHN TILDEN MARTIN 
John Tilden Martin. 61, a radio 
writer for the Rey S. Durstine ad- 
vertising agency in New York at 
his retirement 10 years ago, died | 
a 22 in Unionville, Conn. 

He began his career as a radio 
reviewer for the Brooklyn Times 
About 1923, he joined the National 
Broadcastin; Co., as a feature writ- 
er and mem 


to playing for vaudeville acts at 
the Earle Theatre in Washington. 
She was one of the first women 
members of the Washington local 
of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians, 

Two daughters and a son sur- 





| Vive, 
WAL F. Y 
Walter F. , 79, pioneer 
Indiana theatre; ° Fe 
15 in G Ind., of a heart 
attack. He o the Theater 
in Gree! and the former K-P 
Theatre, and ly 
Princess in Rushville. was one 
the organizers of 


Indiana. 
His wife, two sons and six grand- 
children survive. 


MARIO VILLANI 
Mario Villani, 82, former musi- 
comedy singer ‘who came to the 


Roland 
writer for some of 


KA ADAMS 
Kathryn 65, went as 
ture actress, died Feb. 17 in Holly- 


In recent years Louis had been 
spending much of his time in 
Phoenix, where he was one of the 
owners of the radio station KTAR. 





DONALD GRAEAM 
Donald E. (Buddy) Graham, 39, 
ogram director for KOOO in 

Qmaha, died Feb. 14 in that city. 
He was prexy of the Omaha Sports- 
ig Assn. and also doubled as 
a 





Jj 
Survived by wife, two sons, two 
| daughters and parents. 





WILLARD J. ANDELIN 
Willard J. Andelin, 76, former 


r of its publicity de- | concert and radio singer, died Feb. 


nt. Later Martin served for 18 in Chicago. His broadcast cred- 
Fy years in the radio dept of Bat- | its included the old “Chicago Thea- 


ton, Barton, 
doing writing and coating 
authored two books «called “How 
to Write for Radio” amd “Practical 
Radie Writing.” 

His wife and sister survive. 


GEORGE ARCHAINBAUD 
George Archainbauc., 68, vet film 
director, died of a heart attack Feb. 
20 in Beverly Hills, Cal. Stariing 
his professional career as an actor 
in his native Paris, he came to the 
U.S. in ae & headguartered at 





Fort Lee, N as a director 
ae foc 22 tenure, he di- 
ay r —_ Filins, Selznick, 
United Artists 


and ee Columbia Pi Pictures. In recent 
years he had devoted himself en- 
tirely to television, his last series 
being “Lassie.” 


Surviving are his wife and 


E. | daughter 





DAVE BRUCE 

Dave Bruce, 68, longtime Scot 
comedian, died recertly in Salt- 
coats, Ayrshire, Scotland. He ap- 
es in vaude throughout the 
, and was ——— between 
1625" and 1927 in 

in Seotiand. 
He was a member o/ the Charlie 
Kemble Entertainment Scot- 


in 
land, a group which included such 
se as Jack Racicliffe, Jack 
ntho 


Ike Freedman and Maie 
eT Gee in panto- 
a nema (now 





resident- <hows | ington, 


e & Osborne, | tre of the Air” on the Mutual web. 
He also |In recent years he had operated a 


vocal studio with his wife. 
Also surviving are two sons. 





David J. Hopkins, 69, veteran 
York, Pa., projectionist, died last 
week at the Will Rogers Hospital, 
Saranac Lake, N.Y., where he had 
been a patient for six months. His 
wife, who survives, is also a Will 
Rogers patient. 


Thomas L. Eckersley, 75, long 
distance radio transmission pioneer, 
died Feb. 16 in London. Until his 
retirement in 1946, he was a 
scientist at the Marconi Resear: 
Laboratory. 


Rupert D. Ingrams, 46, song- 
writer known professionally as 
John Ridley, died Feb. 15 in 
sley Cross, Berkshire, ee He 
also was a cabaret and 
radio-tv emcee. 


Wife, of M. W. Fodor, program 
evaluation officer of. the Vgice of 
America and a former cor 
respondent, died ¥ 0 in Wash- 
D&., long illness, 


Use , conductor, vio- 
linist an& , died Feb. 21 in 
Newark, N..g. He was conductor 
of the West Symphony in 


N. J. since its  Mpupding in 1939. 








oes, 74, owner-opera- 
ectic Th 


or 
son and 


Fred E. Gross, 
tor of the a 
Crooksville, 
years, died Feb. 4. Wie 
wo brothers survive 


Ae Viegs Gre, €0, end tect 
nician Radio Na- 
tional, died Feb 12 in Lisbon. 





Wife, 39, of Frank Schudde, pro- 


stagehand, died Feb. 14 in Chicago. 


-iing the Vegas results and hepe to 


.| They have no casinos or $40-a-day 


duction manager of coeeytaane, 
died Feb. 19 in Glendale, 
Surviving besides her an ole = 
two sons and her mother. 





Dudley Edmunds, 65, theatre 
egy died recently in > Dariine- 








ton, ~*~ managed the Hippo- 
drome eatre, Darlingfon, from 
1952 to 1956. 

Frank Abrahams, 75, retired 


He had worked for the Balaban & 
Katz circuit for 20 years. Sur- 
vived by wife and son. 





Laddie Watkis, 56, longtime 
radio singer and treasurer of 
CJOR, Vancouver, died in that 
city Feb. 12. Her daughter sur- 
vives. 


Edward Joseph Lango, 58, man- 
ager of the Jubilee Singers, five- 
member oft-touri vocal group, 
died Feb. 13 in Chicago. Survived 
by four brothers and two sisters. 








Roy Don (Hi Thomas Parker), 
59, died recen in Portobello, 
Seotland. He was long a singer and 


comedian, and later was manager 
of Palladium Theatre, Edinburgh. 





ad 
: ee eS ae ee 
Feb. 14. Survived by four sisters 
and four brothers. 





Matilde Mereno, 84, retired ie 
actress, died Feb. 14 in Medea. 
For decades she was a top person- 
ality of the Spanish stage. 


Widow, 54, of Gaetano Merola, 
founder and first director of Frisco 
Opera See, died Feb. 13 in 
North Hollywood 








Noel Dainton, 56, an actor who 
scored his biggest success in the 
long-running farce, “Worm's Eye 
View,” died Feb. 17 in London. 





Mother, 72, of Harriett Johnson, 
musie critic and editor of the New 
York Post, died Feb. 18 in Minne- 
apolis, Minn., after a brief illness. 





Walter C. Vance, 51, rejection- 
ist, died Feb. 17 in Chicago. Sur 
vived by wife and a son. 





> 
Mother, 73, of actress Bebe Dan- 
iels, died at tw daughter's London 
home Feb. 
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=e Continued from page | Game 











MARRIAGES 


Davida Josephson to Morton 
Zimmerman, Forest Hills, L.1., Feb. 
15. Bride is daughter of Joseph 
Josephson, East Coast Productions’ 
editorial and technical consultant; 
he’s an account exec for WNTA-TV. 

Anne Eccles to Michael Cager, 
London, Feb. 14. Bride is an 
actress; he’s a stage manager, cur- 
rently with “Rose Tattoo” at the 
New Theatre. 

Lorna Reid to Donovan Kenda!l, 
London, Feb. 14. Bride is an 
actress. 

Hazel Needes to Richard Martin- 
dale, London, Feb, 14. Bride is 
assistant to Bobby St. John Roper, 
West End stage costumier. 

Iris Shiffman to Jack Witkowsky, 
Fe, 15, Chicago. Bride is secre- 
ta-y vo program director of WBBM- 
TV there. 

Marie LaMont to Vincent Ciif- 
ford, Pittsburgh, Feb. 10, Bride's 
a nitery dancer. 

Diane Wardell ‘to Jonathan 
Watts, New York, Feb. 20. Both 
are members of the New York City 
Ballet Company. 

Joan Elise Burnham to Ha 
Mirkin, Santa Mon ca, Ga Few. 
20. ‘Bride's a tv singer. 

Anna Lett to Chirstopher Chat- 
away, London, Feb. 20. Bride’s a 

reducer for Southern Television; 

e’s an interviewer for BBC-TV. 





Raguel Torres Ames to Jon 
Hall, Las Vegas, Feb. 14. She is 
former aciress; he’s film and tv 
actor. 

BIRTHS 

Mr. and \irs. Stan Kamber, 
daughter, Sonia Monica, Cal., Feb. 
13. Father's a ‘iim actor. s 

Mr. and Mrs. Jeremy Levin, son, 
Chicago, Feb, 17. Vather is on pro- 


duction staff of VW LEM-TV there. 
Mr. and. Mrs. Jack Wartlieb, son, 


Chicago, Feb. 18. } other is produc- 
tion manacer for WRBM-TYV in that 
city. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buddy Logan, 
daughter, Glasgow, Veb. 15. Father 
is a vaude and racio singer, and 


nephew of IF la La 





Katleman’s Rancho Vegas through 
prior commitments despite its | 
strong b.o. | 80 


The economics of imported nude 
revues is a strong point in favor 
of the foreign revues. It's strictly 
a price equation. La Nouvelle Eve 
is a meagre $15,000 weekly d4tem 
for Katleman’s casino; it’s about 
half the usual top name. The Lido 
show from Paris is a much cost- 
lier investment, said to run up to 
$300,000 all told, but its amortiza- 
tion over 26 weeks—and surpris- 
ingly strong enough to hold an- 
other sixmonth —- has long since 
reduced the risk element. 

Price Is Righter 

Minsky’s show cost at the Vegas 
Dunes is said to be the lowest. 
The Thunderbird tried a Frenchy 
type of nude show also but didn’t 
fare weil, being a road company 
of the overwhelming impact of the 
Stardust’s Lido production. Min- 
sky's burlesque blackouts and 
strips are, of course, indigenously 
Yank in flavor, only in recent 
years copied by the Paris boites 
(Crazy Horse Saloon, etc.). 

As far as Florida is concerned, 
nitery operators have been eye- 


emulate it at the earliest opportu- 
nity. The clubs, such as the Latin 
Quarter, have long argued that 
they cannot pay the prices for 
names which are current in hotels. 


rooms to make up losses in nitery’ 
operation. Therefore, they must 
find a comparatively lew-priced 
policy if they are to open next 
year. It is expected that several 
tests will be made during the 
forticoming season. 


Bardot has become mce's most 
prominent export, and Gina Lal-| 
»| lobrigida has giver Italy its eee, 








Garibaldi. In bates. the bra-less | 
natives in “ ets Africains,” | 
provided a boxoffice stimulant in 
New York, at the Martin jon 
Theatre, until city made them 

put on more clothing above the: 
waist last week. | 6% 


In the film industry, Brigitte | predncti 


on the American Exch 


Mr...and Mrs. Les = oare, daugh- 
ter, Lennoxtown, Scotland, re 
cently. Father r js props supervisor 
at Scotiish Television headquar- 
ters; o — is a former ballet 

Mr. and Mrs. Ted Cott, son, 
New York, Feb. 20. Father is v.p. 
in charce o Naiionel Telefilm 
Asseciatcs ownec-operated radio- 
tv stations’: mec “ure Oakland, 
mor Te! : da ta 

Mr. and Tirs. Bill Martifi; eén, 
Hollywood. Feb, 14. Father is sound 
editor o The George Burns 
Show.” 

‘’ and Mrs. Viacent Nirela, 

Pittsburgh, Feb. 15. Father's 
the’ son of lete bandleader Danny 
Nireila. 

Mr. end “ lobert’ Brannigan, 
daughter, W: Point, N.Y., Feb. 
17. Father’; head electrician on 
“Two for Seesaw,” mother is for- 
mer dancer Ann Deasy 

Mr. and Nis aie Rellairs, son, 
Chicago, Fc. 1° Father is radio 


personality on W BM in that city. 


Mevo, davah- 


ter, Hollywood ch, Le Mother 
is actress Janet A: ; father is a 
tv producer 

and Mrs. David Majors, 


dauczhter, Omahe, Feb. 8. Father 
is musical director for the civic 


ore. A'r-Sar-Pen 

Mr. and ” Rert Libin, son, 
Washinrton, Feb. 17. Mother is a 
WMAL radio erec 

Mr. and Mrs. John Springer, 
dauchter, “lew Vork, Feb. 12, 


Mother is Mon'ca Lone, former tv, 
Broadway and nitery singer; 
father is 20th Fox films national 
ma“azire contac’ 

Mr. and Mrs. James Karen, son, 
New York, Feb 5. Mother is folk 
singer Sus:n Reed. daughter of 

essagent Isadora Bennett; father 

an actor. 


== 
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Cinsrema Funds 


ames ~Continvred frem pace 5 =a 


rama Productions Corp., the watch- 
dog company which currently 
shares profits with Stanley from 
Cirnerama operations, an oppor- 
tunity to swap their shares for 
equal amounts of Cinerama Inc. 
shares. More than 700,000 shares 
were exchanged as a result of the 
offer and SW now holds Cine 
ons Corp. stock. 
shares acquired by Kidder, Pea- 
body eventually went to Reeves 
and his associates. 

Reports of the pe loan 
from Prudential 
rama Inc. shares and made it one 
of the most heavily traded —— 
overel weeks. It hit a new of 
7 uring last week and closed at 

6% yesterday (Tues.). : 





























